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No exertion has been spared to collect 
and ' arrange accurate accounts of every 
speech delivered by the late Mr. Sheridan ; 
and those efforts proving successful, it may 
boldly be asserted, that pages more abound- 
ing with brilliant vi^it, depth, solidity, Mid' 
sound argument, have never been presented 
to the public. Many of these speeches have 
been candidly admitted, by all parties, to 
exhibit eyery oratorical effect the human 
mind is capable of suggesting ; but as Mr. 
3heridan possessed, in a most extraordinary 
manner, the power of giving, by the happy 
turns of his wit, interest to subjects of the 
dryest and duUes^t nature ; it has been con- 
sidered that the public should be in pos- 
session, not only of those which are most 
celebrated, but of every speech and opinion 
that could be collected. 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

To those parliamentary friends of Mr. 
Sheridan, who, on this occasion, have volun* 
tartly favored the Bditor with communi- 
cations and assistance, the thanks of the 
country are due, inasmuch that they have 
enabled him to record the public senti- 
ments, during a period of thirty years» of 
one of the most brilliant and accomplished 
senators who ever sat in the British house 
of parliam^at. 

August ]9ti!t, 1816« 
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RIGHT HONOURABLB 

RICHARD BRINSJLEY SHERIDAN. 



NOYEMBBE 20, 1780, 

In the Gmtral Election of 1780» Mr, Sheridan was returned for 
Stqfford, upon which occasion a Petition was presented to the 
House, conqtlaining of an undue Ekctian, and containing a 
charge of Bribery and Corrupiim against th^ sitting Members 
for 0uU Borough. 

JjVlB. Sheridan rose and complained, that it waat 
in the power of any petitioner to bring a charge 
of crimes and misdemeanors against any members 
of that house with impunity. Where it is alleged 
that an election is undue on account of informa^ 
lities^ or upon certain points of law or cdstom, the 
character and feelings of the member against 
whom. such a petition is brought, receive no hurt; 
but the case is otherwise where an accusation is 
brought of bribery and corruption ; crimes so high 
in the eye of the laws and constitution of thiisr 
country. He therefore expressed a wish that some 
gentleman, of greater experience in parliament and 
consequence than himseu, would devise some me^ 
diod of preventing frivoloas and malicious petitions ; 

VOIi. I. B 
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and of punishing their authors suitably to the 
nature or their offences. It was very hard that 
a gentleman should lie under the imputation of 
crimes of which hei was kiiracent^ fivr a whole year, 
perhaps for a longer perfod. He observed also, 
that under such circumstances, every member who 
had been fairly and independently elected, must 
feel equally for the credit ot his constituents, from 
w^hom he derived his trust, and whose character, 
as well as interest, it WttsP llis dfAy to defend : that 
it certainly was a most serious hardship, that upon 
tha a|Ccu«atiua of a few of the lowest and most 
un{)rhiciplerf raters m any borough, a mmreroQs 
and respectable body^ should remain traduced and 
stigmatized in the eyes of that house, for the space 
of a year, in a petition which should at last be 

E roved a gross and groundless libel. He therefore 
oped that some ^enAtevieii of ttiore experience 
than himself, would turn their thoughts towards 
ptipTTtfiii^ some just and adeqoapte remf^^ to fbii 
eidf, and some cfxemplkry pentrlties, whcntf^r 
dhePTges of so grosr a nature are pwftfn*df on 
frivoTousf grouftdsr, and wi«& unfttir ptrrpx)se)E». [He 
was heard with particular attentron, the house 
b^ipg; uno^Dfmottly siill ^bile he waA speaking^]' 

jjiiir. Bigby agreed witl^the honorable gentle- 
sdan in. tl^ jwtnesa of Hi» dpoij^laint. He afl^** 
^anJiiy^haMFevi^i;^ thought i»'oper te attempt to ri(fi- 
cule tbf^ idea of an]^ memher'^ beiixg concerned 
% tU^: cbva^^« of ins ci^i^ijCjafSiU^a; ^jad to throw 
^jot' soi^e infflfljaatiomK agwi^t the burgesses o£ Stsfr 
fopd,; 

>. Mr* F€)^x obse^vei]^ that thoiifjh these ministenal 
fD^qi^r^ whcK chi^ft^ r^Qbheid and plundered tbeiv 
ccHtstiHiej4$i. migjat a^rwasds amct to despise 
, tbem^ y0k fe^lli^men^ wha feit pirpgerW the naturq 
^ the tj?wt; svllo^^d tp< tbemr would alwaVB treat 
tk^ and «9)e%H ^f >h^m) with r^/sf^t He then 
aUud^^ tp tb^ lat^ uE^^naibei? fps Stafford,, Mjc^MV. 
and drew a compari:<#n between him. and, /lis 
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faottorable friend S: not verj much to the oredit of 
the former, &e. &c. 

Mr. Rigby thought, that all such matters were 
to be judged of in the committees. It was very 
hard to lie under the suspicion of such enormities 
as bf ibery and corruption. He pitied poov Stafford ; 
bat poor Stalferd must endure sus^cion, and even 
immitation, for a tim^e ! 

Mr. Fox supported Mr. Sheridan'^; and at length 
the Speaker reminded the house that there was no 
questien before them. 



NoVEkBER 27. 



THANKS TO SARL CORNWAXUS, AND GENERAL 
SIR HENRY CLINTON. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that Mr. Coke had 
expressed an earnest desire that this uiotion might 
pass unaniiuously^ though he knew that there were 
m. that house different descriptions of men, who 
could not assent to a yota that seemed to imply a 
recognition or approbation of the American war. 
If so many were to be included in this vote of 
thanks, why exclude any who had an equal title 
to the appfouse of the bottse, with those particu- 
knaied in the motion? Why not thank General 
Pfevost^ for example^ for his viefaory over the enaaiy 
at Savaimah? a victory that had laid the foun- 
dation of the success at Charles Town, and which 
led the way to that at Camden ? 

He hoiped that a motion vi^oiild not be objected 
to, to thank Genera) Prevost, . that the iPictory 

Sained bjr him was a victory only over the French, 
Ir. Sheridan asked farther, why the thanks of the 
l^iouse had not been voted to Sir Henry Clinton, 
immediately on the arrival of the success at Charles 
Town? And what must be the feelings of that 
general officer^ when he reflected that the thanks 

B 2 
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of the house were voted to him oaly \tk consequence 
of a resolution to thank Earl Cornwallis ? 

Mr. Sheridan apologized to Mr. Rigby for not 
answering some things that had fallen from him, in 
the same ludicrous strain, in which he chose to view 
every thing, excepting what related immediately 
to his own interest. In his own opinion, there were 
some things too serious for ridicule; and the question 
before them, if ever any question did, merited a 
serious >nd grave discussion. He acknowledged 
the honorable gentleman had a fund of drollery 
and humour; but he liked his ingenuity, his humour, 
and his counsels, better than his political argu- 
ments. 

The m&ikm was carried ufUhofU a dhiskm. 



February 26. 



SECONB r;bai>ing of ths bill, for the bbt- 

TER REGULATION OF HIS MAJESTY'S CIVII, 
IJST REVENUE; AND FOR ABOLISHING SEVE- 
RAL USELESS, EXPENSIVE, AND INCONVE- 
NIENT PLACES ; AND FOR APPLYING THE MO- 
NIES ARISING THEREFROM TO THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE. 

Mr. Ccwrtenay having ridiculed the conduct rf the cmMmtian 
members, m a speechofsome length, and in which he ohserveathai O 
Uberty! O virtue! O my camtry I has teen the meessant pa^etiCt 
hui faUacimu cry of former oppositions ; the present, he was sure, 
acted on purer motives. They went aver their bleeding country ; 
yet the " patriot eye, in a fine pnrenzy rolling,'' deipied to out 
a wishful sffukd on riches and honors et^oyedoy the minister and 
his venal supporters. If he were n^t apprehensive of hazarding a 
ludicrous almdon (w&ch he knew was alwayg inwroper on a 
serious hubject) he would compare their conduct to the sentimental 
alderman* s in one of Hogdrtlfs prints, who, when his daughter 
is expiring, wears indeed a parental face of grief and solicUude, 
but it is to secure her diamond ring, which ne is drawing gently 
from her finger* ^ 

Mr. Sheridan rose and reprehended Mr. 
Courtenay for turning eyery thing that passed into 
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ridicule; and for having introdaced into the hoase 
a stile of reasonings in his opinion, every way 
unsuitable to the gravity and importance of the 
subjects that came under their discussion. If they 
could not act with dignity, he thought they might 
at least debate with decency. Mr. Sheridan said, 
he would not attempt to answer Mr. Courtenay's 
arguments, for it was impossible seriously to reply 
to what, in every part, had an infusion of ridicule 
in it. Two of the honorable gentleman's similies, 
however, he must take notice of. ^ The one was, 
his having insinuated that opposition was envious 
of those who basked in court sunshine ; and desirous 
merely to get into their places. He begged leave 
£o remind the honorable gentleman, that though 
die sun afforded a genial warmth, it also occasioned 
an intemperate heat, that tainted and infected every 
thing it reflected on. That this excessive heat 
tended to corrupt as well as to cherish j to putrify f 
as well as to animate ; to dry and soke up the ; 
wholesome juices of the body politic; and turn the : 
whole of it into one mass of corruption. If those 
therefore, who sat near him, did not enjoy so genial "' 
a warmth as the honorable gentleman, and those 
who like him kept close to the noble lord in the 
blue ribbon, he was certain they breathed a purer 
air, an air less infected and less corrupt. Another 
of the honorable gentleman's allusions was not. 
quite a new one — he had talked of the machine of 
state, and of the drag-chain of opposition. Hef 
would only observe upon this, that a drag-chain 
was never applied but when a machine was going 
down hill, and then it was applied wisely. As to. 
any thing else the gentleman had said, he should 
not offer a reply ; but should sit down with assuring 
the honorable gentleman, that* the most serious 
part of his argument appeared tp him to be the 
most ludicrous.^ 
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March 5. 

MR. SH«ltIBAV*S MOnONS FOR TBE BBTTGR 
IBLEGVljAVWQfH OF THG POX^ICIfi OF WBST- 
MINST1». 

Mr. Shisriban now rose, agreeably tohisintima- 
tion, to offer his propositions respecting the police 
of Westminster. He began with saying, that if 
he had presumed to offer his sentiments to the 
house on this subject at the opening of parliament^ 
he should have felt the necessity of apologizing for 
the presumption of taking up the matter; since 
after the recollection of the dreadful tamuhs which 
ravaged and disgraced the metropolis in the month 
of June last, hB shoitld have naturally conceived 
t!hat some gentleman, of more experience anrd more 
weight than himself, "would have thought it worthy 
his own attention, as well as that of the house. 
But as so long a time had elapsed, and no gentle- 
man undertaken the important consideration, he 
thought himself both justified and called upon to 
the task. . The police of every country was an 
object of importance. (Gentlemen would nnder- 
stand what he meant by the term police ; it was 
not an expression of our law, or of our language ; 
but was perfectly understood.) In a despotic 
country, where the laws were regulated by the wffl 
of the sovereign, the view and purpose of the 
police is to give comfort and security to the subject, 
and, perhaps, to furnish secret information to the 
rulers. In a constitution of liberty, like that of 
Britain, it was the dirty and the object of the people 
' to prefer the essentials of freedom, to' the comrorts of 
I ease ; aiid they were not to purchase internal pro- 
tection at the expense of slavery. It is not a dead 
iand slavish quiet; it is not a passive calm and 
submission, thait is the ultimate object c(f police 
in such a state; but as much good order as is con- 
sistent ^and busy bustling genius of Ubcrty. They 
were not to be awed into submission by a military, 
dependent on the will of one man, to wnom they de- 



le^gnUd their isomer ; aKir to^mstitate a police cvhipli 
.onlj could /derive mmuieimioe and effect hy the 
ioterveBrtrion of arj^g. It wss for tiii» purj)0«je, 
that the l^fislatare of Gwat Britain jirci^eAtly anjl 
wi^elj established a miiUtary power ^nlj tor .the 
j^ ddmratioB ^f one jrnear ; or rariiier they w^penjuded thja 
itfpffality ^f 4he g^Utt afy p oyvcr f ora jgeg g* li was 
}5r this, fbhat they would i^truirt no periaapeiut an(i 
<}uraUe military ici the hajudg; pf tbe crown ; but 
pTieservt^ ta themeielyes the (Biecnrity ^f eacape^ 
^Wibwever that military shoiuki be lyiifapplied 
ito objects for which it was not dosigned. Thie 
jpoliee of Westminster, in its present iQaadition> 
wm wretched and miserable* Its staie was too well 
luiown to .every gentlei^an who heard him^ to re- 
vise description: its wejakne^ and iDc^cacj^ 
waive too «ev«rely felt (at the late dreadful period, 
to be detpended upon in firiw*<e. To that we were 
ip ascribe the riots and Ihie ontragies that had broke 
lorfch in June last; ai^i whicih had ragged without 
' coiMrrol for mitny 4ay«. To that we were to as-| 
-Qtih^ the order wJMch bad been issued to l)he.mili-\ K 
tftry^ to ax^t without wjiAing for (the orders of the 1 
eivil power. To that we w^are to ascribe the es- ^ 
iaUisbmenit of military jpo^w^er in this country for 
^r iNMiiths, fand its beiwg extended itio levery part 
>0f 4:he ooiuitry. it was the (poUce <^ Westminster 
ihfi^ had g\imn riDe to all »Chese calamities and 
idnrms; and yet ne^ me measure had rbeen taken, 
'0r atlen^ made,ftefOorrectithatpolicef or to prevent 
^ repetition of ^ mnne -dang-ers. 

Hie was law&re, that it might be said, that if the 
.#€j|AigieAce imA the incs^city of the xivil power 
<of W«$t.i]iinster had contributed so much to these 
evJAs, theHSttme ks^utation 4M»ght to he rthrowji npon 
ihe magistaaetr of the City af Jiondon ; «ince the 
4«mults hatd iieji^ned with e^u^l in^pwiity in tnat 
HH^y, and with ^ifofiA eanse(|iH^eft. T^ this he 
.CMid only mf^, that he could n^ foijget for a 
munm^f Umt the IwuMdts b^an in ihe city of 



8 |[ma&cr 5. 

Westmin^iter ; that there they had their small be- 
g^innings; and that there they might have beert 
checked with less exertion than in the subsequent 
progress of their accumulating force. But the suc- 
cess of the riots in the city of London, had been 
ascribed to the want of conduct and courage in the 
chief magistrate. It was to him, and not to the 
civil power in general of that city, that the blame 
was ^iven. By the same mode of reasoning, he 
would be permitted to say, that if the chief magis- 
trate of the city of London was condemned for not 
having animated and directed the resistance; the chief 
magistrate of the county of Middlesex ought also to 
be charged with inattention and inactivity in these 
scenes. If responsibility was to be proportioned 
to trust, which certainly was the rule and measure 
of justice, the lord lieutenant of the county of Mid- 
dlesex was infinitely more criminal and guilty than 
any other man ; because his obligation and his pow- 
ers were greater. Invested with the important 
trust of appointing and regulating the civil power^, 
it was his duty to see that the magbtrates and the 
officers which he had put into the commission, did 
their duty to their country ; and if they did not, 
he ought to have collected them together, to have 
appointed them their stations, and to have put 
ji them into active employment. If it should be said 
"^ that the noble duke could have done no service to the 
kingdom by such a measure at that moment, be- 
cause the magistrates were such that they would, 
have disobeyed his orders ; then he would beg leave 
to ask, why were such magistrates put into the 
commission? The crime was equally enormoasf 
in either case. If it should be said, that the office 
of a magistrate in this city was so exceedingly 
troublesome and offensive, that gentlemen of cha- 
racter and fortune could not be found to enter on 
it, then he would ask, why had no measures been 
taken to put the police on a more respectable foot- 
ing? and '^ after the melancholy experience that 
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yott have bad, bow comes it nothing has been don» 
since ? This is the material question ; for after the 
fatal experience which we have had, it became an 
indispensable duty of government^ and of the 
officers of the crown, to whom the regulation of 
the police of Middlesex was intrusted, to prevent 
the necessity of recurring again to the alarming 
expedient that had been used in June last. Was 
not the conduct of that roan or men, criminal, who 
had permitted those justices to continue in the eom* 
mission ? Men of tried inability and convicted de- 
pravity ! Had no attempt been made to establish 
some more effectual system of police, in order that 
we might still depend upon the remedy of the 
bavonet; and that the military power might be 
called in to the aid of contrived weakness, and de- 
liberate inattention? It might, perhaps, be the 
wish of some, that the subject might be lamiliarised 
to the use of the soldier ; and that, upon occasions 
less alarming than the last, they might resort again 
to the same remedy. It was a matter pretty well 
known, that orders of a nature not dissimilar to 
those of June last, weire given to the military on 
the acquittal of Lord George Gordon. Orderly 
Serjeants were attending in Westminster Hall; — the 
courts of Justice were beset with soldiers ;— and the 
guards were all in readiness to act in case of neces- 
sity. He did not assert this as an imnutation upon 
government; — he did not say that tney ought to 
BLve stood by, tame spectatorsi and beheld the city 
set on fire, ere they began to act. He only wished 
to shew from this circumstance, that the weakness 
of the civil power was recognized by government ; 
that they acknowledged the incapacitj^, and applied 
again to the same remedy, unconstitutional as it 
was, before the necessity was ascertained. 

.There were only two reasonable excuses that 
could be assigned for the conduct of govemmenl; 
in issuinffthe orders that they did to the military 
power. The Urst was^ they conceived that the 
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Idiots were wk prodneed bj thoM men who bad 
assembled arooad the bouse, instigated by reli* 
gious entfausiam, and impelled by jbbe frenzy of 
apprebensive zeal ; not* yet by a set of vagrants and 
abandoiaed characters who had indnstriously «ifi* 
gled wath the original multitude, and taken adi^an* 
tage of the oocasion to cammit bostilities and de«> 
predations on the metropolis; but that they were 
the effect of a deliberate and deep-laid scheme; a 
conspiracy, c(»itrived by the 'enemies of this eountiy, 
with ihe intention of spreading plag^ne^ pestilenoeb 
and famine over this kingdom ; to lay the metro- 
polis in ashes ; and to strvke at tbe very foundation 
of our wealth and credit as a nation. If ^mch watit 
the sentiment of government, thev might be justi- 
fied in appiyittg* the means which were in their 
power for desfcroyiog the diabolical scheme. If 
ouch was the truth, we a^oidd have recourse to 
evwf expedient ;«^we diould hai^e regin^nts planted 
in^^our draiiK^esj pioqnet guards in our squares, and 
eeatiaels, initead of watchmen, in onr streets. This 
was iSke senkiment and the opinion whidb bad been 
propagated by i^evemineirt, as their eKcuse and 
their commendation. A grave and v^aerable chief 
justice bad prenomiced thisBssention in the hoase of 
peers ; ^and anotiier ciuef jusbiee knd idelivemd it 
from the bench; mid en this vespeetable afutboritv, 
the world sure idesired to believe, ithift the whole 
was a systematic conspracy af the lenemy^ favelled 
at the being and cacistence of ithe jempi#e« This 
was an opinion which, if it was tnie, wouM justly 
tli» exertions which had been made ;---4t was art the 
sasne time a doctrine whidi he, for his part, could 
wA consider as jmt or weH founded. Let tl{em 
aearch ^ its tnm «n tbe ciiicumatanoes and pro- 
bability cf (the case. What was tbe coadnet of the 
tmo houses of parUasitnt en die ceoasion? Not 
jMiving been a member of tbe house at 4hat time, he 
m^lfat for a nsoment conoeire hiaoMlf la be smm-ant 
jof their ptoueedvngs. it might flataoally lie mK'* 
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pected, that if dusre was an active conspinicy in 
the metropolis, and wm was levied against the 
perscHi and dignity of the crown, the two bousQi 
snrely sat from day to day, and day and night, in 
anxious deliberation ; that there were conferences 
between the two houaes, and (Oommitteeft appointed 
to fathom the plot, and to contrive and direct the 
means of national salvation* Was I3iis the case ? 
No : ^n thecontrary, the parliament did not meet; 
er if they did, met in numbers tixat wene unfit fer 
the study of any nationsJ ^qpestion. They adjourned 
their houses ; — they went into the DQuntrr, and ifsfi 
the conspiracy and the oen^ipicalors to tne fugatiire 
justices of Middlesex:^^-4he~y abandoned their^conntry 
in the moment of 'daM^r ; even in ifafe liom* of at* 
tack, they flew from tbenrr stations and ^delrveired 
over the kingdom to the cave of those very men, 
in^ose criminal negligenoe and ttmidfty had g'wmu 
strength to Hhe insurrection in ils t&vst moveHiente; 
He would >net believe then lliat puAiament oen- 
oorred witfi the chief justice in this sentiment ; be 
motAd not libel them witii the acousatnoui »noe he 
conifd «iot believe it ipossible that the house conld 
coiftinue so 'reniss, so inattentive, and seemingly so 
ignoi^ant or ^so careless of the danger, if it Imd 
eatsted. In4;heiDoose of lords, a noble duke had 
at thflft time brought forward a pr<^>^8ition cS 4^ 
ntmest mportance, eepeciallyat such a mmnent; 
and there were but nineteen of the hereditary ooun- 
0^k>rs of the realm 'to 'support the tight of tiie 
subject to carry arms in bis own-defence. Was this 
a proof that 4he empire was threatened wttfa 'disso- 
hi^on, by ike hostile sdh^ne of ^e enemy P If the 
house would peruse the whole of 4he trials, from 
that of the first unhappy man who had been brought 
to fthe >bar ^t the <01d Bailey, to the noble lord who 
had *been tried in the (King's Bench, they wo«ld 
#nd, <tbat the noble lord was the only person who 
had been t^mrged with high treason. (He was both 
the ^leader and the army; not "one ^of ^ MtoUerne 
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fcad risen above the humble charge of felony; and 
he was the leader and the army in this great machi- 
nation against the being and the dignity of the state. 
Forty thousand people were desired by public ad- 
vertisement, to assemble; and in the same adver- 
tisement, the civil officers were also desired to 
attend to keep the peace. The forty thousand 
people obeved the invitation ; but the justices and 
the constables did not. Though it could hardly be 
believed that so many people could assemble, how- 
ever pious in- their mtentions, however orderly in 
their demeanour, without giving rise to some dis- 
turbance, by the interposition of vagabonds, who 
would take advantage of the occasion ; yet the civil 
officers took no notice of the advertisement. They 
assembled; and as it was suspected, a multitude of 
the most abandoned wretches mingled with them, 
and they ptdled down a chapel that night. So weak 
anduntremendous was that mob, that the very chief 
justice who declared afterwards, from the bench, that 
it was an army levying war against the person and 
majesty of the crown, took five or six of them with 
his own hand. Several were taken, and afterwards 
* expiated their offences at the gallows, "^he day 
after they were silent and harmless ; — a very signifi- 
cant Droof of its being no conspiracy ; for it was 
not tne nature of a plot to admit of intervals and 
v/ cessation ; its success depended on its rapidity : it 
would give no leisure for detection and defence — but 
with closeness it would connect dispatch.*^ When 
they rose again, they demolished the house of a 

gentleman, whom he could not better describe 
lau by saying, it was a house that should have 
fallen by any other storm than that of popular fury. 
It was then, and not before, that their rage burst 
out; and they went to pull down and destroy the 
prisons, as if conscious of their guilt, and knowing 
that they could find no fit associates for men who 
had been guilty of such s), deed, but in the cells and 
dungeons, among those wretches who had forfeited 
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their lives to the laws of their country. In all the 
trials, in all the proceedings, gentlemen would fiud 
no solid and convincing proof of there having been 
any deep-laid scheme— any regular machination, 
— any plot against the country in these riots. 

The other reason which might justify govern- 
ment for the orders which they issued, was, that 
they believed the substitution of the military to be 
a safe, easy, and constitutional measure, in all cases 
of tumult and riot. He would not attempt to go 
into any serious investigation of this argument; 
but only assert, if it were true, that in cases of 
extreme danger, such a remedy might be safe, easy, 
and constitutional. Still it would be improper to be 
acknowledged by parliament ; for what might be 
legally done, would be done oftener. He wished to 
see a bill of indemnity pass, by which the question 
would be established on its proper basis] and the 
people would have the confidence of knowing, that 
though the late interference was salutary, it was 
unconstitutional. If he wanted any additional 
reason to convince him of the danger of leaving 
such a power in the hands of the crown, a cir*. 
cumstance which occurred in the other house on 
the opening of the session, would give him the 
most convincing proof of the necessity of deciding 
on the doctrine. This v^as, that His Majesty was 
praised and exalted for not having acted, in that 
hour of terror and confusion, like the King of 
Sweden, in directing his arms against the liberties 
of the country. This was an expression so alarm- 
ing in its nature ; so threatening and so formidable, 
that he could not help thinking it incumbent on th^ 
house to rescue the country from a suspicion so 
dreadful. What ! was it in His Majesty s power, 
at that moment, to have trampled on the liberties 
of the country, and to have introduced military 
government in the j^lace of the present constitution ? 
Was that the crisis when this might have been 
established, when the minds of the people were 
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lost in terror and confuc^ion? No, that was^ not the 
moment of danger; the crisis was, when, after the 
interference of the military power, the chief justice 
^ of England said, that it was legal ; and asserted, 

that the military acted not as soldiers, but as citi* 
zens ; and when this declaration was not objected 
to by a specific resolution of parfiament,i but bore 
the testimony of genera) acquiescence. That was 
the moment when the liberties of the people were 
in danger ; and if it did give the opportunity ta the 
crown, the opportunity still existed'. It had beea 
ass<»rted, in some instances at least, without a 
cause, the danger wa» confined ta the* metropoUs; 
•ben, why was the order extended to every pewrt of 
fbc kingdom ? On granting that it was necessarr 
to extend it, why continue it for four months^?' If 
thiff doctrine was to be laid down, that the crown 
eouM give orders to the military t/f> interfere, when, 
where, andf for what length of time it pleases, 
-I then we might bid fkreiK^ to* freedom. If this 
wa» the Jaw, we should then be red«wed to a mift- 
taeiry government of the very worst species, in 
wllidb we should have all the evils of a despotic 
skate, without the discipline or the security."^ But 
w« were given to* midersrtaiid, that we had the best 
preteetfen* against this- evil, in the virtue, the mo- 
deration,. ftiKi the constitutional princrples of the 
sovereign. Na man upon earth thought with nKfre 
. reverence than hrmself, of the virtues and modera- 
tioD of the sovereign ; bat (Aris was a species of 
^ liberty which he trusted would never disgrace an 
, finglieh soil. The liberty that rested on the yiitu- 
ous inclinationff'orany one matt;^ was j>nt suspended 
' despotism ; the aword was not indeecT upon their 
'- necks, biit it hung by the small and brittle thread of 
\ human will. He adverted to 'His Majetrty's speech 
from the Hirone after the riofs, which had been pe- 
culiarlycalled His Majesty'ist own speech ; he desired 
it to be read from the table. 



The clerk tben read the first part of His Majed^ 
lyV speech on the Idlb of J vine last, viz. 

** The o«itra|^e» comsiitted by band^ of desperate 
and abaRdoned men*;, in varions' part:$ of this nuetro* 
pdis, ftroke forth with sneh violeiMe ifita act» of 
felony and treason,— -haid so" far oterboroe all cWil 
aafboi*fty—»nd threatened so directly the immediate 
subversion o9 all le^l power, the destrviction of all 
property, and the coflrmsfon of e?ery order in thie 
iitat^; that I found myself obliged by every tie of 
dotyand affection to my people. Ho suppress, in 
every part, those rebeilKotis insorrectioas; and to 
provide f^r tiie public safety, by the naost effectual 
and immediate* appMceetion o4f the force intrusted to 
ai0 by parli^bment.*' 

Here,, safid Mr. ^lerid^n, Hici Majesty takes the 
wikote upon hiifieelf; and rests tlie issuing of tfa^ 
order on its true ground— the necessity of the case. 
if His Majesty's ministers bad followed the ex- 
ample of the Boreteignf and confe de^n to parlia* 
ment desiring a feilt of indemni*y, the houi^ !fould 
kMe addtei) pfttiegyrir t4 their consent^ and wtmtd 
fifi;ve praised theii" moderation in the second ihsCanee^ 
while they extolled their eSLertion in the first.* He 
ent^ated the bouse to ft>rgive him for having dwelt 
so long on these excesses^ wMch were^ alt tlM conld 
be urged in fav^nr of ministers for acting as they 
did* on tftat occasion. Either they must believe tha^t 
tlte wHofe of the outrage wa« the nesutt of a d^ 
HlHerate plot and machination, ceAl^ired by 1^ 
enemies of this country, and aiming sbt the Wet'*' 
tbr^w of the ^VE^pir^ y or that the scibatitutioii of the 
mititaiy was^ a i^afir, ^^r ^Mid pfoper^ retnedy, in aU 
csLfsis 6f not and tumiiedt. These were the only 
arguments which could justify ministers in the orders 
tb%y had given* He wQuId t^rouble them no 
farther than by offering to them the propnsiiioiis 
which he held in his hand, as the ground of a 
remedy for the evil of Which he had complained. 
He ca)*ried his ideas much farther than \e had 
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brought them forward to the house; but he bad 
been restrained by the opinions of men for whom 
he entertained much respect. He now read his 
motions, the purport of which were as follow : 

1. '< That the military force entrusted to His 
Majesty by parliament, cannot justifiably be ap- 
plied to the dispersing* itlegal and tumultuous as- 
semblies of the people, without waiting for directions 
from the civil magistrates, but where the outraj^es 
have broke forth with such violence, that all civil 
authority is overborne, and the immediate subver- 
sion of all legal government directly threatened/' 

2. '< t^hat the necessity of issuing that unprece- 
dented order to the military, on the 7th of June 
last, to act without waiting for directions from the 
civil magistratei^^, affords a strong presumption of 
4he defective state of the magistracy of Westmin- 
ter, where the riots began/' 

3. '' That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of the magistracy and civil power 
of the city of Westminster, with respect to the 
riots in June last; and to examine and report to this 
Jliouse^ the present state of the magistracy and go- 
vernment of the said city/' 

He concluded with moving the first of those pro- 
positions, which, be said, as it was altogether de- 
claratory, he trusted would not be opposed. At the 
same time it was not essential to the subsequent 
motions, which were specific, and went to the pur-t 
pose for which he had presumed to call the attention 
of the house. 

The Himowrabh General^ ihm Mr, FUs^HOridc, memded the 
moHon. The Earl of Surrey Meeted to the latter part ef U **a9 
making the fnirport of the whole vague and indeterminate. Over* 
throwmg the civil power was a mattS^ he observed^ *^ which would 
admit of variaue acceptatiam ; and ^ a discretion was given to 
government to interpret that charge, U might be appUeato every 
rit^aus act whatever/^ 

To this Mr. Sheriban replied^ the noble lord had 
not accurately attended to the words of his motion; 
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for he had himself adverted to the latitude which 
might be taken in interpreting the exception ; and 
therefore, instead of stating the order for the military 
even in such cases to be legal, had only called it 
justifiable; leaving the specific justification, as now, 
open to the review of parliament in every particular 
case. He had, however, no objection, he said, to 
leave out that clause, and advised it to be done ; 
but was informed by the speaker, that as the motion 
had been made and seconded, it could now only be 
altered by another motion for an amendment. 

Mr. Sheridan withdrew the first motion ; and th« 
house divided on the second proposition. 

For the wwUrn 94 ; agakui U 171. — Tke third nwtum was nega- 
tived withata a divirian. 



March 12. 

MR. BYNG'S motion ON THE LOAN OF THIS 
YEAR, 1781* 

The object of Mr. Byng's motimi was to convict the ndnister of 
having nuuk a worse bargain for the pt^lic than he might haste 
nude, to shew, that he mi^ht Haoe borrowed mangy at 5 per cent. 
That he was offered the tmmense sum of £88,000,000, and conse- 
auently was under no mcessUy of hurrying on a bad bargain. 
That these offers were made by wealthy ana responsible men, who 
were fully equal to the sumort of their proportions. That their 
proposais were refected with contend ; om that it was evident the 
new loan could have been made with no other view than that ofeor- 
rupt influence. The minister admitted that he had no obfeetion to 
the first motion, which was for a list of all the subscribers to the 
new loan specifying the sums subscribed fy each : the second (for a 
Ust of those whose offers to become subscribers to the new loan had 
been rgected} he considered as useless: and the third (for copies of 
att letters and papers sfnt to the minister or his secretary respecting 
the loan) he regarded as unfair and improper: The first motion 
being thin agreed to, the second was refectd upon a division, and 
the third negatived without. In the course of the debate Lord 
North observed that with regard to the idea of extending the influ^ 
encs rf the crown by means of a loan, if that argument was to be 

YOIi. I« C 
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tried by the test of the present loan, ttweuld he found he had 
made more enemies than friends by the list sent to the bank:-^upon 
which 

Mr. Sheridan said, that an expression had 
dropped from the noble lord, which to his surprise, 
had not been taken up by any gentleman. The 
noble lojd had said, ** he believed it would be found 
that he had made more enemies than friends by the 
list he had sent to the Bank," as it served to make 
him believe that the noble lord was coming over to 
the opinion of an honorable friend of his, who had 
brought in a bill lately to regulate the civil esta- 
blishment ; and had contended that taking away 
from the minister the power of bestowing g'reat 
pecuniary emoluments by loans, &c. and of ap- 
pointing to places, would strengthen the true and 
proper influence of the crown ; remove a very heavy 
clog from the heel of government ; and assist the 
progress of its operations. By the noble lord's 
complaining that the present loan had made him 
enemies, if his lordship was sincere in his present 
declaration, it would not be at all surprising, if, in 
a few days, the noble lord should bring in a bill for 
abolishing all those places; lest, by keeping them up, 
and making' enemies to government by them, he 
should destroy the influence of the crown* 



May 15. 

FARTHER DEBATE ON THE BILL FOR PRBVENT- 
INO ABUSES AND PROFANATIONS ON THE 
SABBATH DAY. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that whenever the vice of 
gaming was to be suppressed, he hoped that most 
pernicious species of it, the adventuring in lotteries, 
would be the first object of attention. This, it was 
true, was patronised by the legislature, and yet 
nothing could be more detrimental to the morals of 
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the people ; for it not only promoted the spirit of 
gambling among the lower orders of society, but 
by suspending all industrious pursuits, tended to 
introduce every kind of depravity. While the evil 
was permitted to reign in its late extent, it was in 
a fair way of curing itself ^ for every second trades- 
man being a lottery-office keeper, and very few 
possessing any capital, the smallest loss made them 
abscond, and the public credulity was thereby 

gradually diminishea ; — but now the practice had 
een regulated, by the wisdom of parliament, for 
the better security of adventurers, it would no doubt 
perpetually increase, with all its train of mis- 
chievous consequences J for government had entered 
into a sort of partnership with the office-keepers j 
and as they were to derive a benefit from the suc- 
cess of the delusions, they would no doubt do every 
thing in their power to extend their dealings. 

As the learned gentleman, (the solicitor general) 
who brought in the bill, had already on one occasion 
stood forward, not only as the ceiisor morum^ but as 
the arbiter elegantiarum^ at once the Cato and the 
Petronius of the age, he lioped'he would be active 
in his new character, and join in putting a stop to 
lottery gaming, by bringing in a bill to abolish all 
the present lottery offices, and preventing the open* 
ing of any new ones in future. 



May 17. 



ON THE SECOND READING OP THE BlI-I- POR 
PREVENTTING DESERTION IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that the honorable gentle- 
man (Mr. Penton) had omitted to take notice of 
one objection adduced by Mr. Dunning, which was, 
that when sailors, suspected to be deserters, were 
brought before a justice of the peace, by virtue of 
this act, though the suspicion turned out to be 

c2 
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rrottndless, they might, nevertheless, by authority of 
termer statutes, be impressed. He ironicali]^ com- 
plimented the board of Admiralty for the high sense 
they seemed here to entertain of the honor of Bri- 
tish sailors ; — it might be illustrated by a very trite 
anecdote of Julius Caesar ; for, like bis wife, the 
character of our seamen must be as clear of suspi- 
cion as just impeachment ; they not only must not 
be deserters, but not suspected to be so. 

The Attorney-General ani^wered Mr. Sheridan, 
and concluded the debate ; when the question was 
decided by a division : 

For the second reading 65 ; againsi U 73» — Tki Ml m eoii«r- 
^[uence was thrown intt. 
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ON THE BII^I. TO BXPI<AIN AND AMEND THE 
MARRIAGE ACT. 

Mr. Fox moved a clause by which persons were declared nunYiage- 
abie wUhovt the consent of parents and gnardians at the ages, the 
woman at sixteen and the man at eighteen ; and that all marriages 
solemnized at an earlier age of each of the parties, should be null and 
void. An amendment was moved by Lord Mahon to alter the ages, 
to eighteen the woman, mid iwenty-om the man. 

Mr. Sheridan said, gentlemen were so invete- 
rate against the marriage act, that in the heat of 
their zeal, they seemed to argue as if that act was 
designed to prevent marriages ; when it was un- 
doubtedly true, that to encourage marriages of a 
regular and proper sort, was its real aim and inten- 
tion. He said his honorable friend, who brought 
in the bill (Mr. Fox), appeared not to be aware, 
that if he carried the clause, enabling girls to marry 
at sixteen, he would do an injury to that liberty of 
which he had always shewn himself the friend; and 

Sromote domestic tyranny, which he could consi- 
er only as tittle less intolerable than public tyranny . 
If girls were allowed to marry at sixteen, th^y 
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would, he conceived, be abridged of that happy free- 
dom of intercourse, which modern custom had in- 
troduced between the youth of both sexes; and 
which was, in his opinion, the best nursery of happy 
marriag'es. Guardians would, in that case, look oiv 
their wards with a jealous eye, from a fear that foot- 
men apd those about them, might take advantage of 
their tender years, and immature judgment, and 
persuade them into marriage, as soon as they attained 
the age of sixteen. In like manner young men, 
when mere boys, in a moment of passion, however 
ill-directed, or perhaps in a moment of intoxication, 
might be prevailed upon to make an imprudent 
match, and probably be united to a common prosti- 
tute. Mr. isSheridan said he was ready to admit, 
that the marriage act had some absurd clauses in it ; 
but he could not agree, that the whole of that act 
was so impolitic, or so productive either of mischief 
or of inconvenience, as to stand in need of a total 
repeal. 

To this Mr. Fox replied^ that Ms honorable friend Mr. Sheri- 
dan had so much ingenuity of mind, that he could contrive to give 
an argument what turn he pleased; he considered not thertfore^ 
when what he said was really in support of domtstic tyranny, he 
should ground it on a wish to preserve liberty. 

Ayes (Jor Mr. Fox's motion) 36 ; Noes (for Lord Mahon's 
amendment) 7. 

November 27. 

PROSBCUTION OF THE AMfiElCAN WAR, 

The King opened the session with a speech containing a declara* 
tion of the intentions of government to continue the prosecution of 
the American war to the last extremity, notwithstanding the despe^ 
rate situation of our affairs ; and an address, framed in the usual 
form, was moved by Mr. Perceval. The attempt to pledge th$ 
house by the proposed address to the unqualified support of a de- 
termination so frantic and desperate, in spite of seven years dear- 
bought experience f and in the teeth of national bankruptcy and 
ruin ; the audacity of holding such language at the very tnstant 
when the calamitous effects of the misconduct of ministers called for 
penitence and humiliation ; were topics urged by Mr. Fox with great 
eloquence and ability ; and followed by a severe reprehension ^ tha 
prineiples of the war ; — of me delusions by which parliament haabem 
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kd ottf yemr after year to support it ; — and af the gross and criminal 
mismanagement that appeared in every branch of admimstration, and 
particularly in the marine denartment. To the negligence and in* 
capacity of the minister at the head of that hoards JLord Sandwich, 
he ascribed the loss of the army under Lord Comwallis. Mr. Fox 
concluded a speech of great length and commanding eloquence by 
observing, thai in his opinion no address wlmtsoever should be sent up 
to the t&one, until they had an opportunity of going down to their 
constituents, and consulting with them on the matter. He finally 
proposed an amendment which would give His Majesty the assnr- 
once of their loyalty and zeal; and woum promise, in a more effectual 
way, to support the essential rights and permanent interests of his 
empire. — Mr. Rigby having animadverted on the desire expressed 
by Mr. Fox, and others, to take counsel from their constituents, which 
lie considered unconstitutional, if not Ulegal, 

Mr. Shcridan rose. He reprehended Mr. Rigby 
for the contemptuous manner in which he had spoken, 
and always did speak, of the constituent body of the 
country. He defended the honorable member, Mr. 
Fox*s, ideas on the subject ; and argued very for- 
cibly on Mr. Rigby 's declaration, that the house were 
in possession of all the sense of the country. Mr. 
Sheridan then adverted to the arguments that had 
been urged to claim the confidence and support of 
the house at this juncture, which, he said, all went to 
prove that ministers were entitled to the support of 
the country, in proportion as they shewed themselves 
unfit to govern it. He was particularly happy in 
his manner of handling what Lord George Ger- 
maine asserted, that he still continued to regard 
America as the brightest jewel of the crown. 

The house divided on the amendment; Ayes 120 — Noes 218. 
The original address was then agreed to. 



December 4. 
MB. BURKE'S motion TO BNaUIRE INTO THB 
CONFISCATION AND DISPOSAI. OF THB EF- 
FECTS, &C. OF THE INHABITANTS OF ST. 
EUSTATIUS, CAPTURED BY ADMIRAI< SIR GBoi 
RODNEY AND GENERAI. VAUGHAN. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he was very unwilling 
to trouble the house at so late an hour; but he 



1781.] 23 

thought it necessary to ask one plain question ; anil 
that was. Did the honorable admiral (Sir George 
Rodney) and the honorable general (Vaughan) con- 
sent to the proposed enquiry or not ? For if they 
had no objection to it, and they neither of them had 
hinted any thing that might lead the house to believe 
they had, there certainly would be no opposition to 
it. The noble lord (North) in the blue riband could 
not possibly be so good a guardian of their honour, 
as the commanders themselves. He therefore de- 
sired to know if the honorable admiral and general 
had any dislike to the enquiry ; and if neither of 
them gave any answer, he should take it for granted 
that they had not. 

Upon a dwisian there appeared far the motion 89 ; agamd U 

lea. 



February t, 17)B'2. 

KAVAL AFFAIRS OF 1781. 

In a Committee of the home to enquire intd the cmUee of the want 
of success of our naval force during the war, and particular^ in ths 
year 1781, Mr. Fox moved the following resolution : — " That it um-. 
pears to this committee, that there was gross mismanagement in the 
administration of naval affairs in the year 1781." — In the course of 
the debate. Lord North admitted " that many of our best officers were 
unemployed and disgusted: but that it by no means appeared they 
had any just cause/or their disgust." 

Mr. She RIB AN spoke with great energy, and 
commented on what had fallen from Lord North ; 
particularly in the expression, that though there were 
many of the best officers disgusted, they had no 
cause for disgust. He condemned the noble lord, in 
pointed terms, for expressing such language, at a 
time when that house, and all the world, knew and 
felt the treatment which the veteran commanders 
of the fleet had experienced. The honorable gen- 
tleman, with most forcible expression, declared his 
abhorrence of language so disrespectful and unbe- 
coming, after their shameless behaviour ; by which 
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their country had, in its worst moments, lost the be- 
nefit of assistance from suchdistingaished characters 
as a Keppely a Howe, a Barrington, a Parker, a 
Harlana, a Pigot, a Byron, and all who had been 
driven into retirement. He repeated many of the 
gallant actions of these men, and spoke in hi^h terms 
of the just influence which they possessed in the 
navy, and the credit which they had with the people. 
The present was a time to speak out. Men must 
not now, from false motives of personal prudence, 
keep from the knowledge of their country, the rea- 
sons which induced, or which constrained them to 
relinquish the service. There were several of these 
officers then present in the house ; and he hoped they 
would now rise, fired at the insult pfiered them by 
the expression of the noble lord in the blue riband, 
and explain fully and clearly the reasons which they 
had for withdrawing. One of those admirals ( Kep- 
pel) had given that explanation. His reasons had 
been too evident to require disclosure; but there 
were other distinguished admirals in the house who 
had not been so explicit ; and of whom all the world 
entertained the highest opinion. From their ac- 
counts the house would see whether there was either 
decency or modesty in the language of the noble 
lord; and also whether, after such behaviour to men 
so eminent, it would be either just or prudent to 
suffer the Earl of Sandwich to continue in place ; 
for he was a man born for the destruction of the 
British navy. 
For tkemoiim 183; against it205, 

Febhttary 20. 
MR iPOX'S MOTIOi^, " TfiAT IT APPEARS TO THIS 
HOUSE THAT INHERE HAS BEEN GREAT MIS- 
MANAGEMENT IN HIS majesty's NAVAI* AF- 
FAIRS IN THE VEAR 1781." 

Mr. Sheriban said, he was surprised to hear 
S^entlemen differ on the present question. The public 
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notoriety of our failure at sea, spoke at once for the 
motion ; and to bear gentlemen urge, that if they 
voted for this motion, it ought to be followed by the 
dismission of Lord Sandwich ; was exactly similar 
to that which must for ever appear a disgrace to 
us, viz. voting that " the influence of the crown had 
encreased, was still encreasing, and ought to be di- 
minished;'' and negativing the very first motion 
afterwards, grounded on that resolution. Surely, he 
said, we were not going to fall into the same error 
now. It had been strongly urged, that the reason 
why Lord Sandwich should not be removed now 
was, on account of his having laid his plans for the 
ensuing campaign, which would be all frustrated, if 
he did not continue in ofiice. Good God! what 
good could be expected from the future plans of a 
man that had planned so badly before ? Certainly 
nothing ; and if that was to be the case, why was 
there a new secretary appointed a few days back ? 
Had not the late one formed his plans ? Surely, if it 
would hold good in one, it would in the other ; 
but he wished there had been no plans formed by 
the late American secretary ; for he dreaded to see 
thd day, if ever the army should return frond 
America ; — it must be an awful day to England. 
No man could foresee the consequence of what might 
faappeh on the return of a large body of men, who 
had, for a series ofyears, been unnaturally employed 
to shed the blood of their fellow-subjects. He 
was heard throughout with great attention, and con- 
cluded with saying, that he dreaded making a peace 
till the marine of France was humbled. If peace 
was made while the house of Bourbon was equal in 
marine force to this country, he feared there would 
be an end not only to the commerce and prosperity, 
but also to the civil liberties of the kingdom. 
Tinr the motion 217 ; agaimi it 236. 
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Febbuabt ft7. 

GENERAL CONWAY*S MOTION FOR PUTTING AN 
END TO OFFENSIVE WAR IN AMERICA. . 

In the course of the debate Sir William Dolben having intimated 
his intention of voting against the motion, although he had voted in 
Javor of it on a preceding evening, Mr. Sheridan, in a most admi" 
rable piece of satire, ridiculed the strange conduct of a man who was 
the representative of one of our universities, and who, from his erui/t- 
tion and character, was supposed to have an influmce on country 
gentlemen. He reprobated the paltry subtetfuse of ministers, in 
their having expressed and wished for a truce ; and was confident that 
every thinking man in the house would see through it, and not be 
Jed into the snare so artfully laid for them. An adfoumment was 
moved by the Attorney-General.; but, on a division, the minister had 
a majority ofO against him ; and the original question was afterwards 
put and carried without a division. 



March 8. 



MOTION, BY LORD JOHN CAVENDISH, OF CEN- 
SURE ON HIS majesty's MINISTERS. 

Mr. Sheridan (who had risen several times be- 
fore, but had resumed his seat, to give way to other 
speakers) said, he should not have risen again, not 
having^ met the speaker's eye before,'but that he 
thought the learned lord (the Lord- Advocate of 
Scotland) and the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Rigby) who had followed him, had led the argu- 
ment to such an issue, that it was impossible for any 
one who had a respect for the constituent body of 
the country, not to wish to give his sentiments on 
the extraordinary arguments they had used. He 
meant to speak to the purpose; but he wished not to 
be judged by the test laid down by the right honor- 
able gentleman (Mr. Rigby) for he meant to give no 
offence in what he should say : though it was true, 
the rule had been proposed from high authority ; for 
undoubtedly, if the degree of offence which speeches 
gave, was to be considered as the criterion of elo- 
quence^ the right honorable gentleman must be 
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looked up to, as the Demosthenes of that assembly^ 
He had acted, however, in that day's debate, per- 
fe/^tly consistent; he had assured the house, that he 
thought the noble lord ought to resign his offices ; 
and yet he would give his vote for his remaining in 
it. The hon, gentleman had long declared, that he 
thought the American war ought to be abandoned ; 
but he had uniformly gfiven his vote for its continu- 
ance. He did not mean, however, to insinuate any 
motives for such conduct; — ^he believed the right 
hon. gentleman to have been sincere ; — he believed, 
that, as a member of parliament, as a privy-counsellor, 
as a private gentleman, he had always detested the 
American war as much as any man : but that he had 
never been able to persuade the paymaster that it 
.was a bad war; and, unfortunately, in whatever 
character he spoke, it was the paymaster who al- 
ways voted in that house. His attacks on the noble 
lord, he said, appeared only an ingenious method of 
supporting him ; it was figurative ; but aye and no 
were speeches that did not admit of a trope. Mr, 
Sheridan then attacked the language used by that 
honorable gentleman, on all occasions, where the 
constituents of that house were mentioned. His man- 
ner of treating the late petitions on the American 
war was highly indecent, and at that time extremely 
impolitic. Tne people began to be sufficiently irri- 
tated : gentlemen should be careful to drop no ex- 
pressions of contempt towards them in that house ; 
they had borne a great deal ; and it might be im- 
prudent to treat their patience with insult. The 
way to prevent the interference of the people ; the 
way to destroy those associations and petitions, 
which seemed so offensive to the right honorable 
gentleman, was to endeavour to make parliament 
respectable. Let that house shew itself inde- 
pendent; let it shew itself consistent ; and the people 
will never think of interfering; but if parliament 
became contemptible in the eyes of the nation, the 
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pedple woiiM interfere, and neither threats nor in- 
fluence wonid prevent them. 

He was sorry to have observed that the debates 
of that day had worn so much the complexion of a 
contention between two parties ; the one eag-er to 
keep their places, the other to get them : for this, 
he thought, the ground of all others on which the 
people, who were the real sufferers in the contest, 
nad a right to say they would be heard and be at- 
tended to. Mr. Sheridan then adverted to the Lord 
Advocate's attack on the supposed dangerous prin- 
ciples of his honorable friend (Mr, Pox) supposing 
he were minister. He ridiculed the learned lord's 
apprehensions, that his honorable friend, were he 
at the head of affairs in that house, and ever to find 
himself in a minority, that he would fly from the de- 
cision of parliament, and appeal to the people. 
What ! did the learned lord mean that he would ever 
appeal to the people as a minister P'^Did he see no 
distinction between a member of parliament apply- 
ing to his constituents, whose agent he was ; and a 
servant of the crown holding an office at the will of 
His Majesty, attempting to appeal to them in that 
capacity as^ainst parliament ?^No, were his honor- 
able friend in the noble lord's place, and were he to 
forfeit, which he could not easily suppose, the con- 
fidence of parliament, he was sure he would neither 
fly to the people, nor to the throne for support. He 
would disdain to continue longer in his office ; he 
would not cling with the convulsive grasp of de- 
spair to the helm, which he was no longer able to 
guide : on the contrary, he would no doubt follow 
the advice, which the learned lord himself had sue* 
cessfuUy given to a late minister; — ^he would in- 
stantly retire, though not to the other house per- 
haps, but to a situation more honorable in the hearts 
of the people. 

The noole lord, however, in the blue riband, 
(North,) Mr. Sheridan said, was certainly not 
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likely to give any apprebeDsions of £his sort to 
Ji^is frieud the learned advocate. He gave him full 
credit for having no thoughts of flying to the people 
for refuge upon the majority vtrhich had appeared 
against him in parhament. He dared not look the 
people in the face, much less ask their protection* 
He would as soon fly to some town in America, dis- 
figured with the blood and miseries of this inhuman 
war, which the noble lord had so obstinately perse- 
vered in, and hope to find a sanctuary there. Hav<« 
ing pressed this idea with great force, he took a view 
of tne arguments used by another gentleman (Mr. 
Adam) to prov« that opposition had been chiefly in* 
strumental in the calamities of the couirtiy ; and 
after reasoning very forcibly on the subject, he put 
it to the minister, whether he would ever come for* 
ward and answer to the world with such an excuscf 
as this; whether he would ever acknowledge, that 
he, having had levery thing he had desired, — hav- 
ing been entrusted with an unbounded treasure 
and immense army, — having had the whole force 
and the purse of the nation in his hands, he had 
yet been defeated in all his projects, by the talking 
and writing of a party in the country, \^ho had yet 
never prevented him from having a man or a guinea 
he had demanded ? he believed that the noble lord 
himself, whatever situation he might be brought to, 
had too much candour and spirit ever to stoop to 
such a defence. 

He concluded with a warm panegyric on the 
conduct and principles of opposition, which he 
said he should not presume to make, if it were not 
in his power to assert that he gave his vote as in- 
dependently as any man in that house; that no 
man should ever dictate to him ; that he gave it as 
he did, from a sincere conviction that that party had 
ability to retrieve the affairs of this country, as far 
as they could now be retrieved ; and that they were 
men who had an honest meaning to the constitution 
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atid liberties of the country, both of which he 
thought actually assailed under the present system. 

On a division, there appeared ay a 7M; noes 216; mcjcrily in 
favor of the ministers 10. 



March 12. 

BEPORT PROM THE COMMITTEE OP WAYS 
AND MEANS— DUTIES ON THE CARRIAGE 
OP GOODS AND INSURANCE. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had determined to 
avoid saying a single word on the subject, as it 
was an^aukward and embarrassing circumstance 
for any member to speak in opposition to a tax, 
when he happened to be materially concerned in 
the object of it. If h^ alone was interested, per* 
haps he should have taken no measure whatever on 
the subject; but as a very extensive property of 
others, as well as the welfare of numbers employed 
in that property, were concerned, it would be un- 
just to them, and an abuse of their personal confi- 
dence in him, were he to be inactive in the matter. 
It was not, however, his intention to trouble the 
house with opposing it then ; he meant to pursue a 
very fair method in laying before the noble lord at 
the head of the treasury, his objections in writing, 
with a real and candid state of the question. The 
product of the tax was but a trifle to the public, 
in comparison to the injury it would do to private 
property, and the oppression with which it must 
be collected. 

Mr. Gilbert declared that he was sure, the tax on 
the land navigation carriage went much beyond the 
noble lord's estimate ; and might be rated certainly 
at an excess beyond, he believed, the whole of the 
tax of all the carriages. It would fall, too, more 
peculiarly heavy on the poor, especially in the ar- 
ticle of coals, which would be burthensome on 
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every rank of life. He said^ that he should en- 
deavour, before the bill for reg^ulating the car- 
riage tax was brought into that house, to possess 
himself with sufficient arguments to oppose it. 



Apbil 8. 

HR. EBEN'S motion TO REPEAL SO MUCH 
OF THE ACT OF GEORGE I. AS ASSERTED 
A RIGHT TO THE KING AND PARMAMENT 
OF GREAT BRITAIN TO MAKE UiWS TO 
BIND THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 

On the 20th of March, Lard North communicated to the henue, 
thai H%$ Mi^esty had come to a fall dktemdnaHon of changing hi$ 
mmittert. On the Jiret day of the meeting of parliament, after 
thertcees, ihefffmreof Iretana were unexpectedly brought btfore 
the house, by Mr. Eden ; who.having been seceretary to the JEarl 
of Carlisle, lord lieutenant of thai country, ufos Just arrived from 
thence with his resignation of the vice royalty. This geiUteman 
after taking a political view of the history of Ireland awing the 
last two years, acquainted the house with the measures, he said, 
were there forming, for rendering it totally independent of the 
British legislature, and made the motion stated above. The preci* 
pitation, with which a business of such magnitude and imfortanu 
. was thus attempted to be forced on the house, without previous com- 
munication: with any of Bis Mf^esty*s new ministers, or knowledge 
of their intentions, was severely censured by many members ; aiid the 
more especially, as it appeared Mr. Eden had refused to give any 
official information to government, relative to the state of the* 
country he had just left. Mr. Eden, though loudly called on to 
withdraw his motion, persisted, urging its necessity: when 

Mr. Sheridan rose. He observed, he could 
not sit still and see a question of this importance, 
which was then just ^oing to be put from the chair, 
rejected or evaded m the manner which it was 
likely to be. He could not dismiss his hopes that 
the right honorable gentleman, who had moved it, 
might yet be induced to withdraw it; and he was 
convinced the greatest mischiefs would follow its 
being otherwise disposed of. The learned gentle- 
man, (Mr. Mansfield,) who was the only person 
who had attempted to defend the extraordinary 
conduct of the secretary for Ireland, (Mr. Eden,) 
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had taken great pains to prove, that it made no dif- 
ference in what manner the motion was got rid of. 
He dilfered entirely from him on that hea4 ; and he 
had the authority of the honorable gentleman 
himself, who had made the motion, on his side; for 
he had expressly declared, that if the motion was 
evaded by the previous question, or by moving the 
order of the day, he apprehended the most serious 
mischiefs to Ireland would follow. He called, 
therefore, upon that honorable gentleman, if he 
had any real feeling for the interest and peace of 
either country, not to persevere in bringing on the 
mischiefe; which he acknowledged he foresaw. Mr. 
SheridSik then proceeded to state the whole of Mr. 
Eden's conduct in this business, which he attacked 
with great acrimony, as scandalously unfair to the 
new ministers, who though he* was convinced they had 
the fairest intentions towards Ireland ; yet if he de- 
clared himself so decided an enemy to the prin- 
ciple of the declaratory law in question, which he had 
always regarded as a tyrannous usurpation in 
this country, he could not but reprobate the 
motives which influenced the present mover for its 
repeal ; but, if the house diviaed on it, he should 
vote with him. With regard to the fair repre- 
sentation of the intentions of the new ministers, 
which the honorable gentleman had been called on 
by the noble lord, who seconded the motion, to 
give to the Irish on his return, he could give but 
little credit to his intentions on that head ; it was 
his business, and his direct and explicit duty, to 
have given a fair representation, and full informa- 
tion, of the state of Ireland, to His Majesty's 
E resent ministers here, for which purpose he 
ad been sent to London. He had deserted 
that duty; and, from motives of private pique 
and resentment, had with-held all information 
from them on the subject. It was but reason- 
able, therefore, to suppose that the same principles 
would direct his conduct on his return to Irelakd; 
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and the same little motives of resentment would 
lead him to with-hold from the parliament of that 
country, the satisfactory information of the inten- 
tions of the new ministers, though it was equally 
his duty to report it. 



May 7. 



MR. MTT's motion, " THAT A COMMITTEE 
BB APPOINTED TO ENQUIRE INTO THE 
STATE OP THE REPRESENTATION IN PAR- 
LIAMENT, AND TO REPORT TO THE HOUSE 
THEIR OBSERVATIONS THEREON/* 

This debate was long, and ably iupported by the mover, Mr. 
Sawbridge, Sir Oeorge Saville, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and 
others on the side of a teform ; by Mr. Powys, Mr. Th^muts Pitt, 
and the Lord Advocate of Scotland against it. On a diviiion, the 
motion was rejected by a mqjority of 161 to 141. Mr. Sheridan 
spoke much in favor of the motion, andansuaered the LordAdvo^ 
cate in every argument he had advanced. He took up some similies 
of Sir George Saville and Mr. Courteney in a beautiful manner, 
and plainly shewed the necessity of an enquiry being appointed. 



June 26. 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
E O BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan said it would be in vain to pro- 
hibit £) O tables, while a more dangerous and per- 
nicious mode of gaming was countenanced and sup- 
ported by law ; he meant the gaming in the lottery. 
The power given by the bill to justices of the peace 
was too great to be given to any set of magistrates ; 
but still by much too great to be given to the 
juflticeg of Westminster and Middlesex. He did not 
mean to speak of them all as bad magistrates ; for 
there were certainly some very respectable charac- 
ters to be found among them ; but, in general, he 
wottkl.nottrust such a power to any set of magis* 

VOL. I. D 
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tratesy as was proposed to be given by this bill : 
but much less, when many of those who should act 
under the bill, were themselves suspected of being 
proprietors of E O tables ; — to his knowledge there 
were two Middlesex justices concerned in lottery 
offices. He would therefore recommend it to the 
house, instead of passing the bill, to tnm. their 
thoughts towards a reform of the police of West- 
minster ; for it would be ineffectual, nay absurd, io 
pass the best laws, if no confidence could be reposed 
m the honor and integrity of those who were to see 
them properly executed and obeyed. 

The report wa$ agreed to. 



December 11. 

ON THE VOTE OP SUPPI-Y FOR THE NAVY. 

On thii motion hemg proposed^ Mr. Fox rose^ not to oppose the 
supjdiee, hut to knew positively eund expUdtly whether we were at 
peace or war. He said that on the 2dd November^ the Secretary rf 
State had written a letter to the Lord Mayer the most extraordinary 
and unwarrantable he had ever heard of ; and had therein assigned^ 
as a reason for the prorogation ^parliament, a treaty ^ peace which 
^§as on the tapis between this country and the BeUigerent powers. 
In that letter he had promised, that at the meeting of parliament, he 
wouldinform his hrdihipand thtpMicpositively, wMhcr we were 
to have peace or war. The parliament had met, and the public were 
stiUina state of unfertainty ; th^ were fust now going to provide 
for the navy, and no expkmaticn had been made by ministers. He 
Iherefore called upon them to stand forward, ana inform the house 
tphether we were to have peace or war? In reply it was stated by 
ministers, that the provisional articles would be IM before the haum 
an the instant there should be a eonclusian either for war or peace* 
« TTicse articles/' observed Mr. Pitt, ** acknowkf^ed the indq^end- 
ence of America, substantudly and conclusively, and the recognition 
could not be revoked, even if the present treaty should go fff^r 

Mr. Sheridan said, that it was not only the 

noble earl at the head of the treasury (the Earl of 

> Sfaelbume), who had given an explanation of the 

provisional articles different from that given by the 

ministers in this house ; but in a public company. 
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^here he was some days agfo, a noble person,''^ in 
whose words he placed more confidence than in 
those of the noble earl, had ^iven an opinion ex* 
actly correspondent. This was not a matter of 
private conndence, — it was not mentioned as a 
secret ; and therefore he was at liberty to make ase 
of the explanation, and to advance it as an argu* 
ment of caution to the house, how they hastily voted 
a war establishmenti on language so contradictory. 

Sir Cecil Wray cofitfirmed what Mr. Sheridan staled, in regard to 
the amoersation oj the Duke of Richmond, and said that this contra^ 
riety of sentiment gave him just alarms, and made him hesitate to 
grant a war estahlimment, when he could not he absolutely certain 
that the war with America was actuaUy at an end. 



D£C£MBBR 18. 



ME. I'OX'S MOTION FOR A COPY OP THE PRO- 
VISIONAL TREATY WITH AMERICA. 

In the course of this debate Mr, Sheridan adverted to what ho 
had said of the communication made by a nobk duke in a pubUc 
company, ** That communication both he and Sir Cecil Wray 
cUarly understood to be public, and not only so, but that they had 
the noUe didc^s express leave to mention it in that house" This 
$oas contradicted by Mr. Steele, upon which Mr. Sheridan again 
averred, ** that direct authority was given by his grace the Dwee of. 
Richmond to Sir Cecil Wray, to relate the conversation in the 



February 14, 1783. 

MR. SHERIDAN'S MOTION POR SUCH PARTS OF 
THE TREATY PENDING BETWEEN GREAT 
BRITAIN AND HOLLAND, AS RELATED TO 
CESSIONS TO BE $1 ADE BY THE FORMER TO 
THE LATTER. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that as he was to be called 
upon so soon^ to give his vote in approbation or dis- 

* The Duke of Richmond^ in a comrersatiQa at a meeting of the. 
society for Constitutional Information. 

d2 
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approbation of the peace, it was his duty to seek for 
such information as should enable him to form a just 
and safe judgment on so weighty and important a 
subject. The right honorable secretary had stated 
to the house, that Holland has acceded to the pro- 
posal of a cessation of hostilities ; but he had said 
nothing relative to the state in which the treaty be- 
tween that republic and this country at present 
stood J and yet it was, in his opinion, necessary that 
it should be known, before gentlemen could form a 
just and safe judgment on one of the articles of the 
treaty with France. The article to which he alluded 
was the sixteenth, wherein it is stated, ** that if 
either of the contracting parties has any allies in 
India, they shall be invited to accede to the peace j 
and four months shall be given to them to consider 
of it, from the time that they shall have received 
such invitation ; after which period of four months^ 
it shall not be lawful for either of the contracting 
parties (England and France) to give these allies 
any assistance." — Now, as it was not stated in the 
article when these allies were to be invited to accede 
to the peace, it was in the power of France to with- 
hold the invitation, on her part, as long as she pleased; 
and during that time, ana for four months after, she 
should have given the invitation, she would find 
herself at liberty to assist her allies against us ; and 
therefore might assist the Dutch in recovering their 
settlements, now in her possession, or Hyder Aly in 
over-running the Carnatic. In such a case he 
thought it would be the duty of the house imme- 
diately to address the crown, not to part with Trin- 
Qomale, until such time as peace should be con- 
cluded, and ratified with Holland. This was a 
reason that made him wish to know in what state 
of progress the treaty between us and that republic 
was at present; and therefore he would desire to 
be informed if Trincomale, or any other late Dutch' 
settlements, were to be restored to Holland. If he 
should find that they were, then he certainly would 
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move to address the crown that Trincomaley &c» 
should not be restored until the treaty with Holland 
should be concluded^ and peace restored to the Car- 
natic. Ministers not having given any answer, he 
moved that such parts of the treaty at present pend- 
ing between Great Britain and Holland, as related 
to cessions to be made by the former to the latter, 
be laid before the house. 

T7ie motion was seconded by Mr. Fox. Mr. Pitt rose voith great 
warmth, and inveighed with much vehemence against the motion. 
He observed, ** Did any member ever hear of ministers proclaiming 
to the house secrets of a treaty still depending," and " that a more 
preposterous thing could not have been done by the mover, than to 
cau for the particulars of a treaty before it was concluded. He 
trusted, therefore, that in his cooler judgment he would withdraw 
his motion." 

Mr. Sheiiiban declared , that in making the 
motion, he had no other object whatever than to 
procure such information as should enable hinoNto 
form a safe judgment of the peace ; and if he could 
not obtain tnat information, he would readily con- 
sent to withdraw his motion, which had been treated 
with so many harsh and unprovoked expressions by 
the right honorable member. That gentleman used 
frequently to recommend it to members to debate 
with coolness, temper, and moderation ; he was 
sorry that in this instance the right honorable gen- 
tleman had not a little enforced the precept by 
example. He wished also that he had spoken in as 
high a tone, and held as lofty a language in making 
the peace ; he would not then be obliged to stand 
80 much o^ the defensive, as perhaps he might be 
under the necessity of doing on Monday next ; be- 
cause he might, by talking and acting boldly, have 
Q^ade a better pieace. The question was withr 
drawn. 
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February 17. 

CONSIDERATION OI* THE PUBLIMINARY ARTr- 
CliES OF PEACE, BETWEEN GREAT BRITAlM 
AND FRANCE AND SPAIN, AND OF THE PRO- 
VISIONAI. TREATY WITH THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 

TTie preliminary articki of peace between Great Britain and 
France, and between Great Britain and Spain, were signed at Ver* 
sailles on the 2d of January, and on the 27th, copies of the tame, 
and of the provisional treaty with the United States of America, 
were mid hetore both houses ofpartiametU ; and after a short debate 
ordered to he printed. 

Monday, the VI th February, was appointed for taking them into 
consideration: and in the intermediate time several motions were made 
for such papers and documents as might assist the house in deciding 
an their merits* On the day appointed, upwards of 450 members 
were assembled. After the papers were read, a motion was made by 
Mr, Thomas Pitt, and seconded by Mr. Wilberforce, *' that an 
address of thanks should be presented to the King, for his gracious 
condescension m ordering the preliminary and mromional articles of 
the several treaties which HisMqfesty hadconcluded, to belaid before 
them ; and to assure HisMqfesty, they had considered them with thai 
attention so important a suMect required. To express their satis- 
faction that His Majesty had, in consequence of the powers intrusted 
to him, laid thefoundatton by the providmal artieks with the states 
of North America, for a treaty of ]peace, which they trusted would 
Msure perfect reconciliation andfnmdship between both countries : 
and tnat in this confidence they presumed to express their just ex- 
pectations, that the several states of North America would carry 
into ^ectual and satisfactory execution those measures which the 
congress was so solemnly bound by the treaty to recommend in favor 
of such persons as had suffered for the part they had taken m the 
war : and that they should consider this circumstance as the surest 
indicaiim of returning friendship. To acknowledge their due sense 
of that wise and patenud regard for the happiness of his subsets, 
.which induced His Majesty to relieve them from the burthensome and 
expensive war: and to assure His Majesty they would encourage every 
exertion of his snhjects of Great Britain and Ireland in the improve-^ 
ment of those resources, which must tend to the augmentation of the 
.public strength^ and the prosperity of his dominions.** 

Of this address an amendment was moved by Lord John Caven^ 
dish, to leave out all that part after the words ** to assure Bis 
Majesty," and to insert instead thereof the following : " His faiths 
ful commons will proceed to. consider the same, with that serious and 
full attention which a sulnect of such inwortance to the present and 
future interests of His Mqjesty's dominunis dcnrveo* That m ths 
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. mean time they entertained the fulUit confidence of Hie Majesty' $ 
paternal care: that he will concert with hie parliament euch mea- 
mree as may he expedient for extending the commerce of hie eut^ecte. 
That whatever may he the Sentiments oj hie faithful commons on the 
investigation of the terms of pacification^ they beg leave to assure His 
Mqfesty of their firm and unalterable resolution to adhere inviolably 
to the several articles for which the public faith ispledged^ and to 
maintain the blessings of peace, so necessary to His mtQesty*s sulijects, 
end the general happiness of mankind." 

A second amendment was afterwards moved by Lord North, to 
insert after the ujords "commerce of his suJfjects,** thefoliowing: 
*' And His Mqfesty's faithful commons feel that it would be super' 
fluaus to express to His Mqfesty the regards due from the nation to 
'every deserwtian of men, who, with the risk of their lives, and the 
sacr^ce of their properties, have distinguished their loyalty and 
fidelity during a long and calamitous war.'' 

The origins address was supported by Mr. Secretary Townshend, 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt, Mr. Dundas, the Solicitar-Oeneral, and by 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Banks, and some other country gentlemen. The 
amendments by Lord North, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, 
Oovemar Johnstone, Lord Mulgrave, Sir Henty i'letcher, Mr. 
Adam, and by several country gentlemen. 

Mr. Sheridan made a very accurate reply to 
the Lord Advocate ; and warmly touched upon the 
strokes the learned lord threw out on the conduct 
of his honourable friend, (Mr. Fox) and the share 
he had taken during the short time he was in 
administration to effectuate the great end of peace. 
He contended that the treaty on the table was of 
the most disgraceful nature, for it relinquished 
completely every thing that was glorious and great 
in this country. If there was a single article that 
had a view to the interests of the empire, — if there 
was a single article that had not concession for its 
object, he would not contend that the peace was 
what almost every person pronounced it. Thie 
sixteenth article was one of the most inconsistent 
political productions that could possibly be sup- 
posed; it was couched in such vague and loose 
terms, that it must have relation to the impending 
treaty with Holland. It was with the view of 
finding out the extent of that article, and what 
reference it had to the treaty yet pending, and th^ 
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political disposition it evidently had towards 
France, that the honorable gentleman made his 
motion on a former day; and which called forth 
the indignation of a right honorable person in his 
eye (the Chancellor of the Excheqner) as being 
inconsistent with the established usage of the 
house, — unprecedented and preposterous in the 
extreme. This convinced him, however, that 
the right honorable gentleman was more a prac-. 
tical politician than an experienced one ; his years 
and his very early political exaltation, had not 
permitted him to look whether there had been 
precedents, or to acquire a knowledge of the 
Journals of the house. Had his youth permitted 
him to acquire such knowledge, his discretion 
would not have suflfered his abilities, which Mr. 
Sheridan greatly admired, to be carried away by 
his heat and precipitancy ; he would not with so 
much indignation have resented the asking ques- 
tions, which it was the duty of ministers to satisfy. 
If he had consulted the Journals, the honorable gen- 
tleman said he would have found incontestible evi- 
dence, to prove the groundless authority of his 
indignant assertions ; — he would have found that it 
was not unprecedented to lay a depending treaty 
before the house ; nay, that before a single step 
had been taken to complete any of the points of 
it, it had been usual for parliament to be in pos- 
session of the principles upon which it was pro- 
posed a treaty should turn."" Parliament was called 
upon to assist with its advice on the vast subject 
of national importance ; which peace must natu^ 
rally, in all times be, as involving in it so much the 
general prosperity, and happiness of Europe. Mi- 
nisters in former days, had not the ingenious 
modesty, and handsome diffidence of those of the 
present; they, distrusting their own abilities on a 
matter of such infinite importance, were npt 
ashamed to call in the assistance of parU^iment. 
They were not so eager to sport their responsibility j 
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nor did tbey fear that the house would interfere 
to rob them of the glory of their negociations ; 
nor did they, with the anxious solicitude of the 
present gentlemen, hide every iota of the progress 
of their negociation, either with a view of asto- 
nishing . the world with the splendor of their 
pacific acquisitions, or to shew their contempt of 
the wisdom of parliament, in the administration of 
their own transcendant abilities. 

After having proceeded in this vein, he intro- 
duced, in support of the conduct of ministers, 
at the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, stated by the 
noble lord in the blue riband, a further precedent, 
extracted from the Journals of the house, in Queen 
Anne's reign, before the treaty of Utrecht; and 
which Mr. Sheridan read as part of his speech. 
tt stated, that Her Majesty, notwithstanding it 
was the undoubted prerogative of her crown, to 
make peace and war; nevertheless, anxious for 
the happiness of her people, and relying on the 
affection of her faithful commons, had ordered to 
he laid before them, for their advice and approtM- ( 
lion, the principles upon which she conceived a j 
general pacification could be most efiectually ' 
established for the glory of her crown, and the [ 
happiness of her people; at the same time inform- ^ 
ing them, that no step had been taken for the I 
completion of the treaty, nor would there, without 
their advice and approbation. Thus he shewed, 
that it was not only precedented to lay the case 
of the negociation before the house, in its depend- 
ing state, but the principles upon which the treaty 
was to take effect, before the negociation for it 
had ever been commenced. How unlike that was 
the conduct of the present minister, when the 
amendment of his noble friend, proposing to give 
time for the consideration of the articles, to which 
they were called upon in so very extraordinary 
a manner to give their approbation: they were 
told^ they had the articles for three weeks before 
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them ; and that tfaey had ample iinfe, of course, for 
information ; at the same time that ministers had 
the hardiness to make use of such language, they 
seemed to forget the almost inquisitive exactness, 
with which they shut out the members of that 
house, from obtaining any knowledge of those 
circumstances, that could alone qualify them to 
decide with judgment, upon a treaty that either 
shewed Great Britain to be ruined beyond redemp- 
tion;, or that her interests, and her glory had been 
sacrificed to views that were not immediately 
discemable. 

The answer to every requisition for the produc- 
tion of any article that might lead to, this necessary 
purpose, as was the case of his motion a few days 
before, Mr. Sheridan said, was in the language 
of indignation; it was indecent; it was unprece- 
dented, and preposterous in the extreme, for gen- 
tlemen to introduce any circumstance of enquiry 
before the day appointed for the discussion of the 
treaty; and yet on that day, right honorable 
persons in his eye had, with the peculiar modesty 
which so distinguished them, called on the^ hdi|se 
for their approbation of a treaty, which, it wa# 
argued with much indignation, it would be indecent 
in them td make any enquiries whatever into. 
But taking the pledge of their bashfulness and 
modest confidence in their 0W9 superior abilities, 
as the criterion of its perfection ; ministers required 
the house to be so preposterous as to give a vote 
of approbation to a treaty, that with the most 
anxious solicitude they were even prevented from 
so much as speaking on, until the time they had 
been so confidently called upon to give it their 
approbation. And the object of his late motion, 
he contended, was justly affirmed by an honorable 
commodore to be of very great magnitude. If 
Trincomale was given up, our territories in India 
were in a most precarious situation; and he con- 
tended, after remarking on what had fallen from 
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Commodore Johnstone, and Sir Henry Fletcher, 
that the house ought absolutely to know the extent 
of the sixteenth article, and the situation of the 
negotiation with Holland. He dissected the arti- 
cle in the most humourous manner. To find the 
meaning of the different articles, grammatical 
order was to be inverted ; for it was impossible to 
come to the meaning of them, by adhering to the 
rules of grammar. He then went into the definition 
of a real British subject, mentioned in the fifth 
article with America. The twenty-second article 
with France might have as well run, to prevent 
all disputes that had hitherto arisen, as all disputes 
that may hereafter arise ; and grounds enough were 
left for them. Seeds of disunion, and future broils 
were sown in the inconsistency of a treaty, of 
which the poorest political dabbler well might be 
ashamed. The honorable gentleman drew a very 
affecting picture of His Majesty's loyal subjects in 
East Florida, consigned to a government and to a reli* 
^on they detested. Independently of the impolicy 
of ceding that province, (and he was not inclined 
to call tne validity of the peace in question, for it 
was his determination, and that of his friends, to 
support the national faith,) Mr. Sheridan execrated 
the treatment of those unfortunate men, who, 
without the least notice taken of their civil, and 
religious rights, were handed over as subjects to 
a power, that would not fail to take vengeance on 
them, for their zeal and attachment to the religion 
and government of this country. Thi& was an 
instance of British degradation, not inferior to the* 
unmanly petitions of government to congress for 
the wretched Loyalists. Great Britain at the feet 
of congress, suing in vain, was not a humiliation, 
or a stigma greater, than the infamy of consigtiing 
over the loyal inhabitants of Florida, as we had. 
done, without any conditions whatsoever. To the 
honor of France and Spain, in their most distress- 
ing circumstances, in all their cessions, as in Ca* 
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fiada, &c. they provided by treaty for the civil 
and religious rights of their quondam subjects. 
Mr. Sheridan then read the addresses of the inha- 
bitants of Florida, to the governor, some short 
time back, breathing in* the most animated stile^ 
attachment and loyalty to the religion, and govern- 
ment of this country, and their detestation of the 
conduct of His Majesty's rebellious subjects in the 
other colonies. Mr. Sheridan took a view of the 
fur trade, the boundaries of Canada, &c. and was 
apprehensive the great solicitude shewn by ad- 
ministration to conciliate the affectidns of America, 
as it had been termed, would be a great means, 
in the marking of the boundaries, of creating 
future dissentions. He went, at length, into the 
different interests acquired by the Americans and 
French, and those left to us on the coast of New- 
foundland. The logwood trade, of such vast con^ 
sequence, left in a state amounting almost to 
non-entity, employed much of his animadversions. 

The article of ^Dunkirk was also to be considered, 
supposing it even not to be of that importance it 
formerly was, and of which it might hereafter be- 
come to posterity, as strongly accumulating and 
filling the measure of our disgraces ; that what had 
been for more than a century, the pride of our an- 
cestors to enforce, we should so rashlv concede ; par- 
ticularly when we were not in a situation, considering 
our navy (notwithstanding the learned lord's repre- 
sentation), and the relative resources of our enemies, 
(for it was observed by an honorable commodore, 
that the criterion of a nation's resources was her 
credit, and the rule ' of that credit, the interest she 

Said, and according to the honorable commodore, 
Ipain paid most enormous interest, and France was 
much in the same situation ;) considering then those 
relative circumstances, and the naval situation of 
Holland, Mr. Sheridan contended, we were so far 
from being reduced to bear such degrading, such 



1783] 45 

indelible stigmas and impositions, that we were en* 
titled to an honorable peace. 

The victory of Lord Rodney, the defeat of the 
enemy at Gibraltar, our successes in the East Indies, 
were also enumerated to prove, that our situation 
was respectable ; that if we were reduced in re« 
sources, our enemies had not increased theirs, but 
were at least equally exhausted. He could not 
avoid remarking the artful attempt of the right 
honorable secretary, to put the first amendment, 
and the second of the noble lord in the blue riband, 
on the same event. He took notice of Mr. T. Pitt's 
description of the loyalists, — the real loyalists, and 
the viper loyalists; and yet though the honorable 
gentleman, in the peculiar stile, of eloquence which 
so much distinguished him, was very warm in dis- 
criminating those characters of, the loyalists, and 
pledged his feelings to give every assistance to the 
real loyalists ; yet, in his address proposed to the 
throne, the vipers were equally recommended to th^ 
royal protection, and the house was equally to be 
bound for them as for the real loyalists. The honor- 
able gentleman was pointed in reply to the Lord 
Advocate, on his hints thrown out on Mr. Fox-s 
administration, of peace being in the pocket of cer- 
tain members of a late administration, &c. Mr. 
Sheridan said, that he had known his honorable 
friend's disposition when he came into power, aad 
had the honor of acting with him ; and he pledged 
himself, that, though peace was ardently to be de- 
sired, though at any time peace was to. be preferred, 
yet knowing, as he did, the relative circumstances 
of the powers, he never would have acceded to so 
dishonorable a peace ; and for his own part, he did 
equally pledge himself, that if his honorable friend 
was of such a disposition, and during his adminii^o 
tration had brought such a. peace toconclosiont-not'^ 
withstanding bis friendship and esteem for him, he, 
as an individual, would have opposed it. It was 
impossible for language to describe his reprobation 
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of it, or what he felt for the national disgrace ; but, 
he said, the true criterion by which his honorable' 
friend's intentions could be judged by, was his cor- 
respondence while in office ; and he dared ministers 
to move for its being laid before the house. — (Here 
a great cry of " Move, move.'*) He then made 
some remarks on the coalition of the parties the 
learned lord had alluded to, and the honey-moon of 
their loves, which Mr. Sheridan said, if it was the' 
case that there was a coalition, it was rather to be 
called the wedding day. Mr. Sheridan then at- 
tacked the learned lord on his inconsistency, from his 
having declared he would support no man whose 
measures he did not approve. He asked the learned 
lord, if it was consistency then in him to support the 
patron of equal representation, to which Mr. She- 
ridan professed himself a warm friend. Was it 
consistency to support the independence of America, 
of which he had ever been so determined an enemy? 
He.put to the Advocate some other questions ; and 
remarked, that there was such a versatility in the 
politics of some men, that when interest called, 
every other consideration gave way ; and if that was 
not the case, it was hard to suppose how the learned 
lord's adoration and high-sounding panegvrics of 
the noble lord in the blue riband, with which the 
walls of that house were wont to resound, should 
now be transferred to those connections which had 
been heretofore so obnoxious to him. He was very 
severe on the Lord Advocate for his early desertion, 
and his unfairness of using, in his peculiar situation, 
recrimination, which at all events could never be 
allowed as argument. 

Mt\ Pitt sfQke in aiuwer to the varimtB (trgumenti that had been ^ 
adduced aganut the motion far the addrese to the throne* He was 
pointedlff eevere on the gentlemen who had spoken against the ad* 
dress, and nartieuiarbf on Mr. Sheridan. ^' rlo man adndred more 
than he dk thedUUtUs ^that right honoraUe gentlsman, the de^ 
gant sallies of his thoufM, the gay ^usione of his/an^, hii dmh 
mMe twm, and his epigrammatic pomts; ana if tluy were reserved 
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/or the primer stage, they wouldj^no . donbt, receive what the harun*^^ 
able genthma7i*8 abilities always did receive, the plaudits of the 
audience; and it would be his fortune " suiplausu gaiidere theatriJ' 
But this was not the proper scene for the exhibition of thtse ele^ 
gancies: and he, thertfore, must beg leave to call the attention of 
the house. to the serious consideration ofthe^ very important question 
then before them" 

Mr. Sheridan then rose to an explanation ; 
M^hich having made, he took notice of that particular 
8ort of personality which the right honorable gen- 
tleman had thought proper to introduce. He need 
not comment on it—the propriety, the taste, the. 
gentlemanly point of it, must have been obvious to 
the house. But, said Mr. Sheridan, let me assure 
the right honorable gentleman, that I do now, and 
will at any time, when he chooses to repeat this sort 
of allusion, meet it with the most sincere good 
humour. Nay, I will say more, flattered and en- 
couraged by tne right honorable ge^itleman's pane- 
gyric on my talents, if ever I agia^n engage in the 
compositions he alludes to, I may be tempted to an 
act of presumption, to attempt an improvement on 
one of Ben Jonson^s best characters, the character 
of the Angry Boy in the Alchymist. ^ 

At halfpast seven o'clock in the mam'ng the house divided ; ayes 
for the amendment 224 ; noes 208. Mt^otity against ndmders 
16. A commttee was then appointed to draw up the address thus 
amended. 
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March 3. 
ARMY ESTIMATES. 



In the course of the debate, Mr, David Hartky said, that he &0- 
Ueved he should move for an addi ess to the King, to withdraw the 
troops firom New York, when 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the evacuation ^f 
that place must, he presumed, be the work of time; 
for he supposed the troops were not to be withdrawn, 
until America should have fulfilled ^he conditions 
relative to the loyalists, viz. that prosecutions should 
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cease ; and such loyalists as were in confinement 
should be released, after the signing of the treaty, 
which he supposed meant the definitive treaty. 
He said he could venture to declare for those who 
might be thought likely to come into office, that 
they had not the most distant idea of renewing the 
war in America. 

A eomequence of m eennare <m the peace, passed hy a resoIuHan' 
of the house of tommons on the %\st ofFehruary, the EarlofShelburm 
quitted his office of first Commissioner of the Treasury ; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer declaimed publiply to the house, that he 
only held his place till a successor should be appointed to fill it. A 
ministerial interregnum ensued, which lasted till the beginning of 
April; during which time, the kingdom remained in a stale of 
great discord, without any responsible government at home; the 
finances neglected, the muiiary establishments unreduced, and the 
negodations with foreign powers, which the critical conjuncture of 
fiffakrs rendered peculiarly important, entirely at a stand. On the 
31 st of March, the Earlof Surrey proposed the following resoluiian : 
** That a considerable time having now elapsed, without an adminis^ 
tration responsible for the conduct of public affairs, the interposi" 
tion of the house on the present alarming crisis, is become necessary,*^ 
This motion was afterwards withdrawn ; and on the following day, 
a sec-end negociation (a former one havktr failed) was opened with 
the Duke ^ Portland; and on the 2d ef April, a new administreh 
tion was announced, consisting of the following members: — 

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET. 

First Lord of the Treasury — Duke of Portland. 
Secretary of State for the Home Department — Lord North. 
Ditto for the Foreign Department — Rt. Hon. Chas. James Jbur. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer — Lord John Cavendish, 
first Lord of the Admiralty — Lord Viscount Keppel. 
President of the Council — Lord Viscount Stormont. 
Lord Privy Seal — Earl of Carlisle. 

NOT OF THE CABINET. 

Lords Commisnoners for the Custody of the Great Seal — Lord. 

Loughborough^ Sir WUliam Henry Ashurst, Sir Beaumont 

Hotham. 
. Master-General of the Ordnance — Lord Viscount Toumshend. 
'Secretary atWar—^Hon. Richard Fitzpatriek, 
Paymaster of the Forces — Edmund Burke, Esq. 
Treasurer of the Navy^CharleaTownshend, Esq. 
Attorney-Generalr— James fVallade, Esq. 
Solicitor-Generafi-J^ohn Lee, Esq.. 
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Secrdaries to the Treamry^Rkhard Brindey Sheridan, Eeq. 

Richard Burke, Esq. 
Speaker ef the House of Lor de— Lord Mansfield. 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland — Earl of Narthington. 
Secretary to dittos-William Windham, Esq. 



Apbil 16. 



The Chaneellor of the Exchequer brought forward the loan for 
the oermces of the current year. The loan borrowed amounted to 
twelve milHono. Eleven bmkers, ufith whom the terms of the loan 
were settled, had seven hundred thousand pounds each ; the remain- 
der was divided amongst the rest of the hankers^ the great trading 
companies, and the chrks of the pukUc offices. The premium, ae^ 
cording to the vatueofthe stocks on the day on which the bargam 
woas concluded, was three pounds ten shillings per cent. ; Imt, rising 
considerably within a few days after, much blame was imputed to 
the minister, for having made so disadvantageous a bargain for tha 
public. In vindicatitm of himself, he allowed that the prenuum wao 
certainly much greater than ought to have been given in time of 
peace ; but he begged the house to recollect the circumstances under 
which he had been obliged to negociaie the loan. He had only been 
tendays in office. The late ministers hadlrft the treasury withouiet 
shilling, and the puhlie service admitted of no delay. These circum- 
stances were well known to the money4enders ; and thejf had, doubt* 
less, taken advantage of it: and as the necessity of coming to a con- 
dusi&non any terms would, by eoenf dtnfs delay, have been the more 
urgent, they would eertainiy have been raised upom him the nearer 
that period approached.'^ Mr, PUt having observed, '* that a letter 
sipud by four versons of responsibil^ as monied mm, the very four 
that managed the loan of last year, offering to take the loan on such 
terms, that those who but kmr must makea bargain for thepubKa 
exceedingly advantageous indeed, was ddiwered, to the Chancellor of 
the Ejcchojuer, 

Mr. Sheridan stated, that there was no com- 
petition of the money-lenders; but that although 
two or three of the four who had signed the letter 
alluded to by Mr. Pitt, had been at Lord John Ca- 
yeadish's house, when his lordship sent them in a 
proposal of lower terms than those which had ulti- 
mately been closed upon, they had not the virtue to 
accede to them, nor did they endeavor to persuade 
the rest to do so. 

The resolution paesed the comn^ee, and ioas ordered to bo 
reported. 

VOL. I. K 
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April 17. 

MB. ROLLB'S motion FOR A COPY OP THE LIST 
OF SUBSCRIBERS TO THE NEW LOAN. 

Mr, Frederick Montagu having seconded the motion, 
Mr. Sheridan said, he was glad to see the mo- 
tion seconded from the Treasury bench ; if it had 
not been seconded by any one else, he himself would 
have done it with a great deal of pleasure; and 
though it might be imagined, from the situation he 
held, that he knew something of the persons to whom 
the loan had been parcelled out, he could assure the 
honorable mover of the question, that the list could 
not be a greater novelty to any man in that house 
than it would be to him ; for, knowing the charac- 
ter and disposition of the noble lord at the head of 
the Exchequer, he did not venture so much as to re- 
commend a single person to him for a share in the 
loan. What pecuuarly rendered the present mo- 
tion a matter agreeable to his mind, was the recol- 
lection of the many indirect insinuations that might 
create a suspicion in the minds of the public,, which 
had be^i at different times, and by different speak- 
ers, thrown out in the c6urse of the debate of the 
preceding day. Insinuations and surmises, whis- 

Eered with an affected caution, and hinted by halves, 
e observed, did more towards imposing conviction 
on the minds of the credulous, than the most direct 
charge could effect* In the debate in the commit- 
" tee, more than one speaker hadiicbosen to talk of the 
possibility of the present loan having been distri- 
buted unfairly, with a view to the exertion of par- 
liamentary influence ; or with a design to answer 
purposes of a less political, but of a more pernicious 
nature. The tight honorable gentleman, in parti«- 
cular, who had stood forth so conspicuously as the 
leader of the opposition against the loan, had, in his 
first speech, talked in general terms of the impro- 
priety of a reserve for ministerial allotment ; and in 
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his subsequent speeches had said, ^^ if the nobl^ l6rd 
would say, he alone made the distribution ; and if it 
bad been solely the act of the noble lord/' with 
other expressions of a sort that tended to convey, a 
suspicion of the improper interference of other per- 
sons. It could not, therefore, but give him the most 
solid satisfaction, to hear a motion for a paper, which 
must necessarily carry with it incontrovertible evi- 
dence of the truth ; and which, of course, would 
serve completely to acquit, not only the noble lord 
at the head of the Exchequer, but every other per- 
son about the Treasury. With regard to the speech 
just delivered by an honorable gentleman, Mr. She- 
ridan said, he could only conceive, from the many 
exceeding harsh expressions used by the honorable 
gentleman, that he had been absent from the house 
the preceding day. Had not that been the case, 
the honorable gentleman certainly would have had 
too much candor, to have stated charges of so re- 
prehensible a nature in express terms, upon grounds 
that had been, as he trusted the house would allow, 
most amply and satisfactorily explained and refuted, 
in the course of the debate in the committee* Be- 
fore he sat down, if he might be permitted so much 
egotism, in defence of himself, and in exculpation of 
his character, as a person, who very unworthily stood 
in that sort of connection with the Treasury, which 
rendered him liable to suspicion, he would take the 
liberty of assuring the house, in the most solemn 
manner, that he had neither directly nor indirectly 
interfered, in regard to the present loan. — The mo- 
tion passed without opposition. 



April 23. 

Mr. Shmdan brought in a tiU founded on the resolution of the 
co muUt tee of waye auametmefor rmring 12»000,000/. by a bin*'^ 
7n$ bittwOiftM the Jirtt time wiihoui any oppoiiHon. 

B 2 
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April 30. 
BILL FOR TAKING UP AND IMPRISONING SUC^ 
PERSONS AS SHOULD BE FOUND IN THE 

NIGHT With pick-lock keys, or other 

IMPLEMENTS FOR BREAKING INTO HOUSES. 

7%e bill in the farm presented was disappr&i^ed by boih sides of the 
house. Lard Inahon observed, " that a verjf easy method might be 
adopted in wording the bill, so as that the law should reach only 
those whose intentions were really criminal: he would suggest^ for 
instance, that the implements meant by the bill, be described to be 
such only as could not be employed to any good purpose.'' — Upon 
which 

Mr. Sheridan would object much less to the 
hWlf if this idea of the noble lord should be adopted ; 
but at present there was no such line drawn, 
The general expression of " implements for house- 
breaking^/* was all that was used ; so that a ladder on 
a poor labourer's shoulder, might be deemed such an 
implement ; as might also a strong shoe, because 
with a strong shoe a man might possibly kick a door 
open. He then said, that the reformation ought to 
begin at the source ; for, until the police should be 
reformed, little reformation could be expected among 
the lower classes. 

The Chairman was directed to report progress^ and ask leave to 
sit again. 



May 2. 



DEBATE RELATIVE TO MESSRS. POWELL AND 
BEMBRIDGE. 

These gentlemen were two principal clerks in the Pay Office, who 
had been dismissed for a misdemeanour, and afterwards reinstated. 

Lord Newhaven, who had moved, on the ^Uh of April, for themi* 
nuie of the treasury on this subject, said, he had been informed that 
prosecutions against these gentlemen had been ordered in the courts 
below : and if such was tlu fact, he would move to have the order 
discharged for taking the minute under consideration ; because he 
was of opinion, no proceeding should be had tn the house that might 
create a bias in the minds of the public f brfore the gentlemen had 
been brought to trials 
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Mr. Sheridan said, the Attorney-General had 

Siven it as his opinion, that a prosecution for a mis- 
emeanor shoula be institutea by information ; and 
also, that another prosecution, by English bill, 
should be instituted m the Court of Exchequer, to 
compel Messrs: Powell and Bembridge to make up 
their accounts, and pay in their balances. He had 
this day spoken to the Solicitor of the Treasury ; and 
he understood from him, that he had directions to 
file the bill ; and that he only waited for the arrival 
in town of the Attorney-General, to receive his in- 
structions, relative to the prosecution for the misde- 
meanor. 

To this Mr. PUt observed, " that the restoration of those gentle- 
men seemed to cast no small reflection on those who had been the au- 
thors of their dismission, and on the late Attomey^eneral, who had 
given his opinion against them. He wished the order to be dis- 
charged, usUil the Attomey-Oeneral should come to town, and in- 
farm the house, whether he meant to proceed criminally agaimt the 
gentlemen*" 

Mr. Sheriban rose again, and said, the delay of 
the legal proceedings against Messrs. Powell and 
Bembridge was by no means chargeable, as matter 
of censure, against the present ministry. The late 
Attorney-General had commenced the business; and 
there had time enough elapsed for him to have gone 
on with it. Mr. Sheridan threw out some sarcasms 
on the practice of that gentleman to threaten, and to 
institute criminal processes, and then to suflfer them 
to sleep. 

Mr. Martin hmng remarked, « thd whm fuhemrdfrom the 
Mshest authority, that two conriderabh derks m office had been dts^ 
n^ for gro^mi^haviour; and that titey were afterwards re- 




ttjtof 

W nofitrther, fcrhufriefa, Mr. Sh»rulan,^t1^tm^ had pulled 
hmdaimto his»eat,JrM»amative0//ne,^,led^^ 
bOrau him hUo tomt intemperate expreuumt thatt^ht mMtkt 
hmue. At length the Speaker deiired the eotner$aUon might drop, 
at there was n» juettion b^ort tAe Aomr. 



54 [may 7, 



May 7. 
}I?ARUAMBNTABY REFORM. 

The/oU&tting resolutions were mavsd by Mr, PUt : — 

Ist. That it was the opinion of the house that measures were Ughly 
necessary to be taken/or the future prevention of bribery and expense 
at elections, 

2nd. " That for the future, when the mqfority of voters for any 
borough, who shall be convicted of gross and notorious corruption 
before a select committee of that house^ appointed to try the merits of 
amy election, such borough should be disfranchized^ and the minority, 
of voters not so convicted, should be entitled to vote for the county in 
which such borough should be situated, 

3df. " That an addition of knights of the shire^ and of representor 
tives of the metropolis, should be added to the share of the represen- 
tation.'' 

The debate continued till near two o'clock. The number of peti- 
tioners this year had decreased ; only fourteen counties appeared ; and 
most of the petitions had a very considerable number of names sub- 
scribed, Tne whole amount dm not reach 20,000. Among the con- 
verts to the question appeared Mr. Thomas Pitt, and the Lord-Advo^ 
eate of Scotland. Tne former made the house an offer of the volun^ 
tary surrender ^ his borough at Old Sarum* 

Mr. SHiBRTDAN said he was disappointed :-^the 
motion did not go far enough. He would, never- 
theie^Sy vote for it ; but he wished that it had taken 
in more of the objects in general request. The 
shortening fhe duration of parliament was one of 
those objects, which, in his mmd, was most properly 
pursued, as a measure tending to correct the great 
vice in the representation of the people — their sub* 
serviency to government in consequence of their 
lon^ lease obtained from the people. Shorten that 
penod;and unquestionably you strengthen the inter- 
course atid connexion between the representative 
and the constituent; and liis station being more pre- 
carious, he is likely to be attentive to his trust. Mr. 
Sheridan very fuccesftfully ridiculed the Lord-Ad- 
vocate and Mr. T. Pitt as the new converts to Mr^ 
W.Pitt. 

The house divided on the order of the day: ayes 298; noes 14B. 
Majority against Wr. Pitfs propositions 144. 
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May 12. 
Ml:SiSRS. POWELI. AND B1:MBRID6E, 

A conversaium hetwem Sir Giorge Yaugty Lard Newhaven, Cbh 
vcmor JohnsUme, Mr. W, Pitt, and Mr. Sheridan, took place re* 
spectmg these gentlemen, in which Mr. Sheridan observed, that it wa$ 
the opinion of the Attorney -General, who urns absent, that thepra^ 
mention shomd be continuid. The conversation dropped. 



t 



May 19. 

MESSRS. POWJBiLL ANB BEMBRIDGE. 

hard Newhaven hamngmoved, that the order made upon the 24fA 
April for tht treasury ndmttes, relating to thesQ persons, should 
discharged, as a prosecution was commenced ih the courts below, 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that during the debate 
every speaker who had opposed the motion had 
said, they did not wish to prejudice Messrs. Powell 
and Bembridge, but to know which of the two 
paymasters had acted best, and with most propriety, 
aui' to procure the suspension of the cashier and ac- 
countant for the present It was not, Mr. Sheridan 
said, a little remarkable, that what they all disavow- 
ed, would infallibly be effected by producing the 
treasury minutes ; while, what they owned to be their 
objects, would as certainly not be attained. Mr. 
^^ridan* illustrated this observation, by proving, 
that the production of the treasury minutes would 
necessarily, and unavoidably, bring on a discussion of 
the nature of the suspicion said to exist against 
Messrs. Powell and Bembridge, which could not 
fail to pollute the stream of justice. He also shewed 
that it could not aiiswer the ends avowed to be the 
objects aimed at With regard to Mr. Arden's de- 
claration, that if the minutes were denied, the world 
would think ministers meant to screen every cul- 
prit from justice, Mr. Sheridan said, it was a little 
extraordinary that such an idea should be thrown 
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out on the present occasion, ifrhen the only part go- 
vernment appeared in was, that of a prosecutor; 
whiph he believed the candor of the house M^ould 
admit was not the part to act, when it was the de-i 
sign to screen a criminal from justice. 

At half'pad teti the hmue dhided; ejfu (jw Utehar^ing the 
^-darj 161; noes 137; mqjariijfM. 



Mat 26. 

Mr. Sheridan made some moiUme for paper •• 

BUDGET TAXES. 

The Chancellor^of the Exchequer having dated all the taxes he 
meant to propose^ and moved his first resohUian thereon. Lord 
Mahon moved that the Chairman should report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again; but this motion his lordship afterwards with- 
drew, declaring that he did so, because he found ministers in- 
tended to go into an enquiry of the defideneies: but that if they 
did not, he^would make one to that purport on a future day. 

Mr. Sheridan desired it might be understood, 
that the noble lord (Mahon) had no right to claim 
any merit from the part he had taken that day. The 
deficiencies on the former taxes had been under the 
contemplation of the noble lord at the head of the 
exchequer for some time ; — a fact not resting solely 
on the authority of his bare assertion, but proveable 
from the resolutions then under consideration. The 
resolutions were all founded on stamp-duties ; the 
clear inference from which was, that the customs 
and excise were at that time, and had been, he would 
declare, for some time past, under the most serious 
consideration of government 

Mr. WUbefforee denied this doctrine ; and mdd, U was impossible 
that what the nehU lord had this day proposed, eouU he knmneoen 
to government, much less in their contemplation. He observed^ in 
eoiylrmation of this assertion,** that the nobk lord at the head of the 
exchequer had never once mentioned the d^lcieneies on the former 
taxes in the course of his speech.*' Mt. Keith Stuart said a fern 
iuords in praise of Lord Mahon. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the specific proposition of the 
tioble lord certainly was not under the consideration 
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of government^ nor had he meant to say it was ; but 
he should still contend, that the state of the customs 
and excise was, as was fairly to be inferred from 
the face of the resolutions on the table. Mr. She- 
ridan observedi that if the honorable gentleman 
who spoke last thought his thanks better earned by 
words than deeds, he did right to give them to the 
noble lord who had made the motion, that the chair- 
man leave the chair. That noble lord had talked 
about, what by fair inference the present resolutions 
might be said to prove to be doing. 

Htre the debate ceatedf and the cammUtee agrted to the Chan" 
cdlor of the JExchequer^e retolution. 



May 27. 

WAYS AND MEANS* 

A reeohttumfor imporing a tax on whuhhanomg hem read hy the 
derk, U woe opposed by Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, and LdordMO' 
hottf as a greater check on i^priculture and manufactures* 

Mr. Sheriban replied, that in the bill which 
was to impose this tax, such regulations might be 
made as should remove many of the objections that 
had been stated ; he was sure the noble lord who 
had proposed the tax would not resist any one ex- 
ception m favour of the farmer, that should appear 
reasonable ; and therefore he requested gentlemen 
would suspend their objections until they should 
see the bill, and the regulations that it contained. 
As to the noble lord, (Mahon) who had ob-* 
jected to the tax, merely because a greater tax 
might be ingrafted on it in future, his objection ap- 
peared to him unseasonable; it might apply well 
enough when such greater tax should be proposed ; 
but if even a very heavy tax indeed should be pro- 

Eosed hereafter, and carried, the noble lord who 
ad objected to it, would find an opportunity of 
encreasing the revenue, by taking off the taxes. 

Upon « division, there appeared for the tax 47 ; against it 20. 
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June 3. 

HECmPTS TO STAMP DUTIES. 

A Aart eanvenaium took place oh the bill, eu^ecting receipU to 
itamp duties. The Lord Mayor and Mr. Sawbridge unshed that 
it might not go into a committee so soon as Thursday next, as 
there were to be meetings of the common council, and of the mer- 
chants on Friday. 

Mr. Sheridan was of opinion it would be bet- 
ter that the bill should be committed before these 
meetings should take place ; and his reason was 
this; he knew that many of the objections now en- 
tertained against the tax, would be proved to be ill- 
founded as soon as the bill should be read; because 
care had been taken so to draw it up, as to guard 
against the evils which afforded ground for objec- 
tion ; and therefore, when gentlemen should have 
been satisfied of this by discussion in the commit- 
tee on Thursday, they would be better able to give 
information on the subject to the gentlemen who 
were to assist at the meetings that were jto be held 
on Friday. 

An order was then made for sending the bill to 
a committee on Thursday. 



JUNB 5. 



TAX ON BIIXS OF EXCHANGE, &C. AND RE-' 
CEIPTS. 

In the course of this debate, Mr. Sheridan replied to several fues- 
turns put by members as to particular bUls coming within the descrin- 
turn of the clause-^The Lord Mayor observed that the tas would 
be particularly hard upon laborers and the poor in general: and 
moved that the word **Jive'* be inserted, exempting all receipts 
under £5. — Upon a division, tlicre appeared for the Lord Mayan's 
motion 2l\ ogmaH^Q. 
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JUNB 11. 
REIPORT OF THE COMMITTEE UPON THE TAX 

Mr. Sheridan said, that the framers of the 
biU labored under very great disadvantages, inas- 
much as they acted only from their own weak judg- 
ment ; whereas the opposers of it argued ag^nst it, 
only because they had been instructed so to do, by 
persons who had never seen the bill, and were un- 
acquainted with the various provisions it contained. 
He used several arguments to shew that the tax 
would eventually fall on the buyer, and not on the 
seller. He had seen a mercer, to whom this tax was 
odious, and yet who had no objection that a tax 
should be laid on wrought silks, because he could 
raise his price accordingly to his customers ; but 
that the tax on receipts was obnoxious to him ; for 
by it, the two-pence, and no more, would pass to 
and from his hands, without any augmentation to 
the public purse. For his own part, he was con- 
vinced that the tax had become odious amongst some 
people, only because none were to receive any 
benefit from it but the government, to whom it was 
paid. This made a great difference compared with 
all other taxes; for in the one, government re- 
ceived it all; in the others, for one shilling that 
was imposed by parliament, ten were imposed by 
the seller. 



June 12. 
RECEIPT TAX. 



The tUkqfthe KU hang read. Lord Mahon moved tikree dauBe9p 
to he added to the hUl, hy way of rider; the twojirst, which went 
to the exemption of all receipts^ with the words ** m fuU of oS 
demantU* inserted therein, though for a sum less than foHy shiU 
Ungs, from heing liahk to the penalty, were readily ascented to. 
The third was to enact a limitation of time for prosecutions to 
recover the ptnaUy to he commenced m cases where it was for^ 
f cited To these latter Mr. Sheridan made some olffection. 

Mr. Sheridan said he was a little surprised that 
the noble lord was so ill informed, as not to know^ 
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that as the law stood already, all prosecutions of 
a nature similar to those that would be commenced, 
if occasion required it, to recover the penalties &£ 
the present bill, were limited to twelve months; 
and could not be commenced after the lapse of 
that period. Mr. Sheridan took notice of the 
amendments with which the noble lord had been 
so good as to favor them the day before; and 
said, they were so extremely trifling, that it little 
mattered whether they were proposed or not. 

After wmt further canvergation, the cltuse was read; and the 
w&rde '* twelve months/^ introduced. Mr. Sheridan next propaeed 
ki$ new chnues: cne of than impotins a duty ofwspence on aU 
foreign hilU of exchange, Sfc. which was agreed to. Cohnd 
Norton hamng observed, that he objected to the tax, and he under' 
stood that Mr. Pitt said only that he consented to it on account 
of the public necessities. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to contradict this, declar* 
ing, that the right honorable gentlemen had spoken 
with infinite candor upon the subject; but nothing 
he had said, warranted such a conclusion. [Mr. 
Pitt nodded assent to this remark.] Mr. Sheridan 
observed, that after all that had passed, the matter 
still rested on the very issue that he had placed it 
on the day before ; namely, on the question whether 
the tax would be paid by the consumer, or the 
retail dealer. He said, notwithstanding the two 
very respectable authorities cited by the honorable 
gentleman opposite to him, (Colonel Onslow) he 
meant TuUy and the grocer, he was firm in his 
opinion, that it would be paid by the consumer; and 
it was evident that almost every one of the gentle- 
men who had asserted the contrary, had expressly 
said, they spoke from the instructions of others;— 
that the^ had been ordered not to be convinced by 
argument,^ an J should vote as fhey had been di-" 
rected by their constituents. Mr. Sheridan hoped 
the retail trader would honestly comply with the ex- 
press letter of the bill, and throw the tax on the con- 
sumer ; for if the consumer let the retail trader pay 
it, he was sure it would be charged to the consumer 
with addition in the price of the article purchased. 
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JUNB 16. 

REPORT OV THE MALT COMMITTEE TO TAX 
PRIVATE BREWERS. 

Under the authority of an act of pariiametU, pereons brewing 
heerfar their own ute, and not for sale, wa^e permitted to compound 
with the board of excise, at so much a head m their family, for ths 
real duty on malt they thus consumed^ in consequence of which they 
were freed from the visits of the Excise officer; but great frauds 
having -ofisen under this power of compounding, to the great aestruc- 
Han of the revenue ; Lord John Cavendish moved for a committee of 
the whole house, to take into consideration the law which gives this 
power. In the committee a resolution was moved by his lordship, 
that this power of compounding ought to cease; the resolution was 
carried without opposition. The chairman afterwards reported it to 
the house; and Mr. Sheridan moved the house to agree with the 
committee in this resolution. It was opposed by Mr. Hill on the 
ground of being a partial, unproductive, oppressive, qffhuive, and 
a smuggled tax : — in the course of his speech he observed that an as- 
surance had been held out by ministers that no such tax was intended, 
and that a member having enquired of Mr. Sheridan if it were 
really intended to be proposed, he assured hm, thai he did not know 
any thing of it. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had told the honorable 
gentleman that such a tax would not make part of 
this year's budget; and the resolution before the 
house was no contradiction to that assertion; for it 
was not to impose a new, but to regulate an old tax ; 
and make it less unproductive, by taking away the 
means through which it had hitherto in a great mea- 
sure been evaded. 

The resolution afterwards passed. 



June 17. 
BIIX FOR THE ABOLISHING FEE9. 

Mr. Pitt having moved the house to resolve itself into a committee 
on the bill for aboHMngfees, and estdbUshmg various reguIationM in 
the offices of the Treasury, Admiralty, Ordnance, Excise, and 
Stamps, ana of several otKer offices therein mentionedj — and hav' 
sng asked if it was the intention of ministers to continue the commiS" 
sion tfpuilic accounts, which would expire next My. The motion 
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was opposed hy Lord John CavendUk.'^Mr. Pitt noticed in course 
of the debate a remark made by Mr, Sheridan who had charged the 
lat$ Board of Treaeiay with havint created a new fee at the very 
time they professed to be employed Tn frnwardtng plans of economy 
and reform respecting office-fees tn general. — He said the charge was 
ill founded ; that the matter related to a sum claimed as a gratuity 
upona contract; andwhich the Treasury had admitted upon grounds 
of custom. 

Mr. Sheridan said, in answer to the observa^'^ 
tion of Mr. Pitt, he found by a Treasury mi- 
nute, that a charge under the head of fees, hav- 
ing been referred to the comptroller of army ac- 
counts, he had reported to the late Treasury that 
it was somewhat ^eater than what had usually been 
allowed, yet the Treasury allowed it ; and thus^ by 
establishing this regulation, they ^^ould of course 
increase the compensation that must be made to 
the clerks, who should suffer by the abolition of 
fees. 

After some further debate the speaker left the chair; and the 
house going into a committee, went through the bill, and aftepoards 



July 1. 
x.oRi> Surrey's motion I'or leave to bring 

IN A BILI- TO EXPI.AIN THE THIRTY-FIRST 
OF ELIZABETH, CALLED << AN ACT FOR REGU- 
LATING THE ELECTION OF SCHOLARS, AND 
PRESENTATION TO OFFICE. 

Mk^ Sheridan in order to get rid of the motion, without treating 
it so harshly as to put a direct negative upon it, moved for the order 
of the day, whichwas carried; Lord Surrey^ s motion consequent^ 
fell to the ground. 

Mr. Sheridan then stated briefly the great 
hardship of the case of Colonel Erskine and die 
Swiss officers, who had been fined in their own 
country and banished from it, and were now starv- 
ing here. Mr. Sheridan recommended it to gen- 
tlemen to exert themselves in a committee, to en- 
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quire into the merits of the case^ and report upon 
it in as few days as possible to the house. With a 
view to institute such enquiry^ he moved, " That 
the East India Company do forthwith lay before 
this house, copies of all orders, and other papers, 
relative to raising* a regiment on the borders oi S wis- 
serland during the last war/' The same was 
agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 



July 3. 



BILl. FOR A TAX ON REGISTERING BIRTHS AND 
DEATHS. 

Sir Adam Fergtuon mdf thc^ viewing the hiU in the light of a 
measure, to procure a correct knowledge of the number of people in the 
kingdom, he thought a computsatoty clause necessary ; for without 
it, the kirths amangQuakers^ and all the different dissenting congre- 
gationst would not he ascertained. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he intended to move a 
clause to compel the Quakers to register the birth 
of their children j but as the dissenting congrega- 
tions were so numerous, he was afraid they could 
not be very clearly, and with certainty, described in 
the bill. 



July 4. 



BILL FOR REGULATING CERTAIN OFFICES IN 
THE EXCHEQUER. 

tt was proposed by the Chancellor of the Exdi^equer^ that after 
the interest <f the present auditor and tellers of the exchequer, and 
of the clerk of the potts, iwthdr respectiveplaces, should nave ceased 
and determined, the salaries of those omeers should be fixed and 
certain. To this Mr. Arden moved a clause exempting Lord Thut* 
few from the operation of the bill; His Mmesty havmgin the year 
1778 promised him, on his accosting the ojfice of LordChancellot, a 
resersionof atdUrship of the Exchequer, m as largeand bens/kial a 
manner as tettershxp were then et^oyed* 

Mr, Sheridan spoke more directly against the 
proposed motion, than any person who had risen in 
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the debate. He said, the noble lord who had jnst 
sat down, had reminded the committee of a circum- 
stance which ought not to escape their observation, 
but upon which he felt himself obliged to arffue to 
a conclusion directly contrary to that drawn by his 
noble friend : for, so far from regarding Lord Thur- 
low's pension as inadequate, he had always looked 
on it as containing and carrying with it a compensa- 
tion for the curtailed state in which the reversion of 
the tellership was to be given to him. That this 
was the case, it was only necessary to recollect 
arguments used on a former occasion upon the 
subject; but if any doubt remained^ he knew no 
way of judging, but by having recourse to precedent, 
ana seeing what had been given to former chan- 
cellors in expectation of the tellership. And here 
he found, that as great and good a character as 
ever held the seals, — a character respected and va- 
lued throughout the country, as highly thonght of 
as Lord Thurlow for his abilities; and though, to 
his honor, very differently from his principles, had, 
upon his retirement, a pension only of a bare 
jgl500. a year. Mr. Sheridan contrasted farther 
the merits of Lord Camden; and insisted that if it 
was reasonable, on the principles laid down in the 
debate, to countenance this extraordinary compen- 
sation to Lord Thurlow, the house woula be bound 
in justice to consider of making a retribution to 
Lord Camden, for the deficiency of his income, 
for the space, he believed, of eleven years before 
the tellership had fallen to his son. But admitting 
that Lord Thurlow was entitled to this distinction, 
the manner of the reward proposed was most 
objectionable, for it was directly contrary to the 
principle of the bill upon the table, inasmuch 
as it was placing a person of great weight in 
this country, who had been one of His Majesty's 
confidential servants, and who might perhaps, as 
the wishes of the friends to the constitution mi&^ht 
not always prevail, be so again, in such a situation 
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as to have a distinct and separate interest from bis 
fellow subjects ; an interest in tbe future wars and 
calamities of bis country, whicb would be thrift and 
gain to him, though misery and ruin to tbe empire 
at large. Under such circumstances. Lord Tburiow 
might, at some future period, be called on for the 
sanction of his great authority to a question of war 
and peace. Undoubtedly the noble and learned lord 
had himself a soul above all mercenary considera- 
tions; though he had lately shewn, in the other 
house, that he gave no credit for such principles in 
others; but still it would be indelicate to place so 
high-minded a personage in such a situation of sus- 
picion. If, however, his merit was so transcendent, 
and the house approved it, let the salary of the 
tellership in his case be doubled — but let it be fixed. 
Having argued this very closely, Mr. Sheridan 
concluded with some observations on the novel cha- 
racter which Lord Thurlow had lately assumed in 
the house of lords, of a furious reformer, 

J^et somejurihet debate, 

Mr. Sheridan again rose, and stating the fact 
now admitted, that the promise of the tellership was 
an absolute bargain made by Lord Thurlow on his 
taking the seals, he called on Mr. Pitt to account 
for, and excuse his conduct, in having, while he was 
chancellor of the exchequer, deluded the house into 
an approbation of this pension, by ur^ng, as his 
principal argument in defending it, the generous 
and^agnanimous conduct of Lord Thurlow, in hav- 
ing, unlike his predecessors, made no stipulatiou 
whatever on his accepting the seals. Mr. Sheridan 
said, that to record the whole transaction properly, 
the patent for the reversion in question should run 
tbus : " Whereas Edward Lord Thurlow has a 

Sension of j^2800 per annum, because he nobly 
isdained to make any stipulation on his becoming 
chancellor; and whereas, it is fit he should have 
the reversion of a tellership of the exchequer, be- 
VOI-. I. y 
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cause he bargained for the same, before he would 
take the seals.'^ 

At length, the clause being repUarly foimtd, wa$ agreed to with- 
out a divisi&n. 



Jdly 10. 

M^. PITTAS I40TION f OR 4^ 4X>]>B.ESS CONC^VrN- 
INa THB PUBWC ACCOUIfTANTS. 

A bockf contmning a list of the persons to whom mms of pMk 
mon^ had been issued, for puUic iermces,for whick no account had 
yei keen passed ku ^ wditor^ of the uigp'eet, was laidMore thfi 
ho^se bjn Lord John Cavendish ; and upon which Mr. Pitt made ^ 
motion for an address to His Majesty ^ ** that it appears that large 
sums of money, which haveat different times, and many ofthemifery 
long since been paid for oubUe services to sui-^uxounianie, amomU* 
mg in the whole to clove forty^f our millions, have not yet bem 
accounted for before the asfSUors of the invest ; and that though 
many oftnem may have been otherwise accounted for m the course of 
office, yet others to a very large amount have not been aeccsmtedfor 
at all 

<' Thai it appearsto this house to be ^ the utmost importance^ that 
aU public accounts should be brou^ forward wiOi as little d^fjSf as 
ponible ; and that therefore they do humbly beseech Bis Mqjedy to 
be gradondy pleased to ^ve Areciums that the most 0eetual meO' 
mores dunddbe taken to tnqmre concerning the'personsto whom iko 
saidsumshave been issued, or their legal represensatives : andparti' 
cuhrly those to whom money has been issueain the course of the late 
expenl^ve war; and to take measures, in all cases, where there shell 
appear to be ssffideut ground, to compel them in due course of law 
to account for the same: and that thts hostse wiU in due time co* 
eperats m such measures as nm. on fuU deUbfcration ome$r to be 
proper, in order to prevent the like delays for thefutwre. 

Mr. Shis&idan moyed two am^ndm^ts to the; 
motion. The one was to lea?e out the words ^^ it 
appears to this house/' and in3ert in their stead th9 
following: ^' this house having reason to beliere;*' 
the other to leave out the specific sum of forty*f<mi^ 
millions, so that the phrase would run generally thai 
great sums, &c. had been issued, and had not bmn 
accounted for. He said these ameadmeots apf>eare4 
to him the more necessary, as the book 011 wUdb 
the motipn was founded, could not be called a par^ 
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Hamentary voucher, such as would support the as- 
sertion " it appears to this house;" for, in fact, it 
:>C was merely a compilation, made up indeed by a 
respectable individual, but at the same time anau* 
thorised by either parliament or the treasury ; and 
if the noble lord produced such a book at all, it was 
only in deference to the right honorable mover of 
the present address ; who having seen the book, 
wished it to be produced to the house. But though 
it might serve to satisfy the curiosity of the house, 
it was not so authentic a document, as that a grave 
proceeding should be grounded upon it. The same 
reasoning would support the amendment for leaving 
out the specific sum ; for if the house, and not 6n 
the authority of the book, speak with certainty on one 
point, they could not, of course, speak with certainty 
on the other. He had not the least objection to the 
motion, if it should be thus amended ; and he was 
satisfied that the amendments would not, in the 
smallest degree, tread upon the spirit of the address. 

71f ammdmmUwen appofed ty Mr, W, GrenviUe, Mr. W. Pitt, 
mid Mr. Ardtn ; and wpparttd by Lsrd John CatendM, and Mr. 
Fox. 

Mr, ShbrIban professed he had no wish but to 
keep, the public from being deceived. He thoughjt 
it right that notice should be taken of the circum* 
stance ; but not in the way proposed in the motion. 

The amendmenii were carried wMumi a diMm. 



November 20. 

IiOR]> JOHN cavendish's MOTION, I'OR I«EAV£ 
TO BRING IN A BIIX TO EXPLAIN AND AMEND 
THE RECEIPT TAX. 

Dimbte had arisen whether any petudtv was meurred under the 
act in it$ preaeHtJcrm^ by those who had signed reseipts npon tm- 
0tamft paper: and these doubts were changed into a confidrnt idea, 
by the opinion ef some respectable mm^s oj the hw having been 
pkbHAed in the newspapers. The tax, whwh previous to the pro* 
nndgation of (hose opinions^ appeared Kkdy to be very produetiae^ 

f3 



^ 
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hai iinee fallen off. The opinion of the Attomey-General woi diO' 
metrically opposite to those alluded to; and, therefore, a hill was 
p'oposed to indemnify those who had given receipts without a stamp ; 
ana so to explain the meaning of t/ie act, as to prevent such an 
evasion ofitjor the future. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the last speaker 
but two (Mr. Arden), had said that the receipt-tax 
was oppressive and unpopular ; and that when it 
should be known, complaints would pour in against 
it from every quarter. It was a little singular that 
a tax should be oppressive, which was not felt; and 
that it should be unpopular when it was not known. 
.In the country, an honorable bai-onet (Sir Edward 
Astley^, had said, it had been hardly heard of; and 
in the town it had been, since the publication of 
certain authorities, pretty generally evaded. As 
to the penalty of signing a receipt on unstamped 
paper, he remembered well to have stated in the 
committee, when the matter was under consider-^ 
ation, it was intended that such an act should be 
made penal ; and he wished that whenever the 
learned member who spoke last (Lord John Caven- 
dish), should be called upon again, along with other 
gentlemen of the law (Oliver Quid, and others), to 
give an opinion on a statute on which the existence 
of a considerable branch of the revenue depended, 
he would give less way to vivacity, and read all the 
clauses, before he let his opinion get abroad into the 
world ; where such an opinion as his could not fail 
to carry great weight. 

Mr. Arden having retorted on Mr. Sheridan with same acrimony, 
4ind defended, in a nigh tone of voice, his opinion, 

Mr. Sheridan got up a second time, and said, 
he should not adopt the warmth of the honorable 
member; because he found, by the experience of 
its having not the least effect, when used by another, 
it might probably be of as little service if he took it 
as his mode of defence. But again he reprobated 
the sending forth an opinion, calculated to affect 



17880 69 

the revenue, without the decency of reading the act 
on which it was founded. 

The question was at last put an the motion far leave to bring in 
the bill, which was carried without a division. 



December 4. 



ALBERMAN NBWNHAM S MOTION FOR A RE-. 
PEAL. OF THE STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he was very glad to hear 
it generally admitted, that when gentlemen thought 
fit to move the repes^l of an existing tax, they 
ought to propose some tax in lieu of it ; that in their 
opinion, at least, was likely to prove equally pro- 
ductive. This was certainly right, because when 
that house was called upon, as it was by the motion 
then under consideration, it was called upon to do 
as strong an act as the house could possiby perform, 
viz. to change the security given to the public cre- 
ditor, and to take away the mortgage be held in 
payment of the interest of his money. The receipt 
tax, Mr. Sheridan said, was a tax that had passed 
almost unanimously. At least it had been approved 
of by the majority of that house, and declared to be 
a light, impartial, and wise tax. Such, he was in 
in his own mind persuaded, it would have proved, 
had the tax had fair play. It had not, however, 
been yet truly tried. No sooner was this .tax, so 
much liked within doors, heard of, but the ut- 
most pains were taken to raise a clamour against it 
without. Committees and associations were formed 
for that purpose expressly. All the art and inge- 
nuity of man were employed in finding out means 
of evading it. Remonstrances against it had bee^ 
fabricated, and carried from house to house to pro- 
cure signatures. Those who never had heard of 
the tax, were called upon to lend their names to the 
list ', -nay, one man, who could not write himself. 
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had been invited to make hii^ mark, in order to 
overthrow a tax, which he was told materially con- 
cerned him, as it was a check to the currency of 
written evidence. As soon as any probable means 
of evading it were hit on, they were industriously 
circulated throughout the kingdom; and govern- 
ment having, out of lenity, forborne to prosecute for 
the penalties incurred by those who flew in the face 
of the act, a case was made out of the whole against 
the tax itself; and, when parliament met, it was 
applied to, in order to repeal the tax. Mr. She- 
ricbn reprobated such conduct, and said, he trusted 
that the good sense of the house would interpose, 
and prevent the repeal of a tax so treated. Witb 
regard to the taxes suggested by the honoraUe gen^*- 
tleman who spoke last, they appeared to him to be 
full as liable to objection as the receipt tax, — in* 
4eed, infinitely more so, because there was not any 
fixed criterion to jodge of them by. For instance^ 
suppose a tax was laid on dogs, in that case the 
keeper of a pack might immediately sell it, and 
buy a hunter with the money, and foilpw the 
pack of some neighbour. In like manner, iif a per^ 
son kept dogs to guard his bouse, on a tax being 
laid, he might dispose of his dogs, and resort to 
some other means of security. So, likewise, with 
regard to pews, in order to evade the payment of 
a tax upon them, persons might no longer choose 
to hold them. The tax on grave^stones, indeed^ 
was not easily evaded, and could not be deemed 
oppressive, as it woold only be once paid ; but ssch 
was the spirit of clamor against any tax on re« 
'ceipts, that he should not wonder if it extended to 
, J them; and that it should be asserted, that persons 
^ i having paid the las* debt, the debt of nature, go- 
'^vernment had resdived they should pay a receipt 
j tax, and have it stamped over their grave. Nay, 
with so extraordinary a degree of inveteracy were 
some committees in the city, and elsetrkere, acta* 
ated, that if a receipt tax of the nature i» ijiiestion 
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was enacted, he should not be greatly surprised if it i 
Were soon after published^ that such committees had ! 
unanimously resolved that they would never bef;\ 
buried, in order to avoid paying the tax ; but had ^ 
determined] to lie above ground, or have their 1 
lishes consigned to family urns, in the manner of the^ 
ancients. Having diverted the house with this idea, 
which he handled with equal point and pleasantry, 
Mr. Sheridan resorted to more serious argument, 
Imd took notice of Mr. Thornton's remarks, relative 
to a clerk's salary being forty pounds a year, and 
that came to two-pence an hour, which he pointed 
out as absurd. He also remarked upon what had 
fallen from Mr. Martin, who had said, that the re- 
tail trader distributed his price of the receipt upon 
the several articles be sold. The strongest argu^ 
meat urged against the tax» Mr. ^eridan said, h^ 
liad ever conceived to be, that it fell heavier upon / 
Ihe retail trader, than upon the wholesale dealer or^' 
merchant. If, ho waver, the honorable gentleman's 
remark was true, this argument necessarily fell to 
the ground. Mr. Sheridan said, in his mind, the 
Cfreat recommendation of the receipt tax was, that 
being padd directly, and not immediately, the public 
felt it; and it naturally led them to consider the state 
of the nation. This was the excellence of the tax, 
and a right principle of taxation. If he might pre^ ( 
sume to lay down a principle of taxation, as fit to be ' 
adopted in an arbitrary and in a free country, taxes 
fthould be imposed as indirectly as possible ; and the 
giving alarm to mens' feelings ought to be most 
rtttdio^ri;^ avoided. The reverse exactly should be 
the case |n a fre<^ cotmtry ; the taxes there ought 
always tobe* direct and open. The subject, when 
Ue piaid any of them^ shotild know that he paid a 
tax ; and his attention should in consequence be pro-v 
Toked to an examination of the state of the coun- 
try's debts, the weight of which being obliged to be 
t>orne by ail, they necessarily eonoerned aU in an 
•queldegreei 
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December 8. 

THIRD READING OP THE BILI. FOR VESTING 
THE AFFAIRS OF THE BAST INDIA COM- 
PANY IN THE HANDS OF CERTAIN COMMIS- 
^ SIONEl^S, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PRO- 
PRIETORS AND PUBLIC. 

Mr. Sheridan replied to the Lord Advocate 
(Mr. Dundas), went through the principal parts of 
his bill of last year with him ; and contended, that 
th^ despotism it clothed Lord Cornwallis with, was 
so plain and palpable, that he declared he wondered 

\haw the learned gentleman could keep his counte- 
nance when he seriously insisted upon it, that his 

. bill was not equally dangerous in point of creating 
influence and arbitrary power, and in regard to in- 
vasion, of chartered rights, with that of his right 
honorable friend.. It was, in fact, Mr. Sheridan 
said, ten times more so ; and that if it had not been 
so late an hour of the night, he wovild then have pro- 
ceeded to prove it was so. This serious part of bis 
argument over, Mr. Sheridan came to the more plea- 
sant part, and took up the several quotations from 
Shakespeare, Milton, and the book of Revelations ; 
of Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Arden, and Mr. Scott, 
foiling them each with their own weapons, and citing, 
with the most .happy elE»e and correctness, passages 
from almost the same pagesr^haLcsintro verted- theii? 
quotations, and told strongly for the bill. -He quoted 
three more verses from the Revelations, by ^l^icli 
he metamorphosed the beast with seven heads, w!t|» 
crowns on them, into seven angels, cloathed in pui_ 
and white linen. Oqe side of the house were ex*- 
treniely entertained with the turns Mr. Sh«ridan 
gave what he quoted. 

Ai/es 208; noes 10^. \ 

Mr. Fca^s celebrated East India BUI having passed, m the Sth ' 

of December the house of commons was, an the next day, carried up 
to the house of lords. No symptoms had hitherto ofpeared brforo 
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the public, that indicated the approaching fall of the Wtt, and the 
ministen. Great pains indeed were talSn, and with considerable 
success, by an almost incredible circulation of pamphlets and political 
ensramngs, to influence the nation against the measures ana persons 
of administration. And it was also remarked, that in the house of 
commons, several of that description of members, well known by the 
name of Kin^s friends, gave their votes on the side of opposition. 
But it was generally imagined, that as, on the one hand, the minis'^ 
try was too strong to be shook by the breath of popular clamour: so, 
on the other, it seem^ to the last degree improbable, that they should 
have adopted a measure of such ii^nite importance, either unthout^ 
knowing, or contrary to, the inelvnatufns of the King, On thefirst 
reading of the bill in the house of lords. Earl Temple, Lord Thur* 
low, emd the Duke of Richmond, expressed their abhorrence of the 
measure in the strongest and mast unqualified terms, A brltliant 
panegyric on Mr. Hastings was pronounced by Lord Thurlow ; and 
the flourishing state of the Company* s affairs insisted on. After a 
shot^t debate relative to the production of papers, on which the lords in 
opposition did not chuse to divide the house, the second reading was 
fixed for Monday, December 15. In the mean time, various m* 
mours began to circulate relative to some extraordinary motions in 
the interior of the couii;. It was confidently affirmed, that on the 
nth of December, the King signified to EaSri Temple, who had 
been ordered to attend him in the closet for that purpose, his disap* 
probation of the India Bill ; and authorised him to declare the same to 
such persons as he might think fit :-'that a written note was put 
into his hands, in which His Majesty declared, ** that he should 
deem those who should vote for it, not only not his friends, but hia 
enemies ; — and that if he (Lord Temple) could put this in stronger 
words, he had full authority to do so J' And, lastly, that in come- 
fuence of this authority, communications had been made to the same 
fu^port to several peers in the upper house, and particularly to those 
whose offices obliged than to attend the Kin^s person. Some extras 
ordinary circumstances, which happened on the l^h of December, 
the day of the second reading of the Bill, coi^rmed the probdbUUy 
sf the truth of these reports. Several lords, who had entrusted th^ 
proxies to the minister, and his friends, withdrew them only a few 
hours before the house met ; and others, whose support he had every, 
reason to expect, gave their votes on the side of opposition. On tne 
division, whith took place on a question of adjournment, the mtmi*. 
terswere left in a minority of 19 to 87. — On the VJth ofDecmbtr,x 
the India Bill was r^ecteahy the lords, on a division of 9^ to 76. 
It ufas remarked, that the Prince of Wales, who was in the minority 
on the former division, having learned, in the interim, that the meu" 
sure wasoffenmeto the King, was absent on this occasion. At twelve, 
o'clock, on the following night, a messenger delivered to the two se*. 
cretaries of state. His Mqfesty^s orders, ** that they should deliver 
up the seali of their oJlfices, and send them by the under Secretaries, 
Mr. FrazerandMr. Nepean, as apersonal interview on the occasion 
would be disagreeMe to hun.'^'^The sfals were ismnediately given by . 



74 [JAN. 12> 

the JSng id iMfrd Tempk, vfho $mi kitets i^ dimdtihn, the in^ 
fdlawing, to the rut of the eabkut councH: at the egfne time Mr. 
Wm* Pitt was appointed Jirst lord of the treamary^ and chaneellor of 
the exchefuer: and Earl Gower preudeai of the council. On the 
9^dt Lord Temple resigned the seak of hie ^ke\ andthey weredo^ 
Ueered to Lord Sidney ^ as secrdary of state for the home depart^' 
ment^ and to the Marquis of Carmarthen Jar the foreign. Xord 
ThurUno was appointed lard chancellor ; the Duke of Rutland^ lord 
privuseal; Lord Howe^ first lord of the Adnurolty: andtheJDuke 
^Richmond, master-general of the ordnance* Mr. Wm. Gren* 
title and Lord Mulgraoe succeeded Mr. Burke in the pay offkos 
Mr. Henry Dundas was anpohded treasurer of the navy ; Mr^ 
Kem^on, attorney-general; Mr. Arden, solicitor' general ; Sir Geo* 
Yange, secretary at war; Mr. Rose and Mr. Steele, secreUnies ta 
the treastary; and Mr. Orde, secretary to the krd Ueiuknant ^ 
heUmd^ 



JaNuaky 12,1784 
COMMtTmCtt ON THE STATE O* THB NATION, 

An soon as the Speaker had taken the chair, Mr. Fox, in order to 

SI possession of the house, and to prevent any other businessfram 
ng brought forward by the minister, before certain resolutiem 
HuBt had been prepared were discussed in the committee an the sMo 
of the nation, moved for the order of the day. He woo hers inters 
rupted by the new members who were brought up to be sworn: an4 
as soon as that business utas oeer, the Chancellor of the Etchefuor 
rose at the same momeiH with Mr. Foa^f declaring he had a meeat»$ 
io delioer from the kk^. A great elamoar immediately arosem 
the house who Aould be heard firsts which Ufos at length endedby 
the Speaker's deciding in faoor of Mr. Fox. The question, who* 
ther the house should resolve UuV into a eoamsittee an the state of 
the nation was then debated. The grounds on which tkiewas op^ 
posedby the minister andhisfrien£, were the violent and unpreca* 
dented measures adopted by the committee on a former occasion ; mmI 
the little probability that appeared from the present temper of ^ 
house, that their proceedings toould in future be eondueteel with hm 
vtoknee and pasewn ; as parHament stood pledged, as weH from th$ 
duty they owed their cemtry, as by their own mdemn dcclatationp 
to direct their attention, without delay, to the off ears ef tht Eaet 
India Company. Mr. Pitt implored the house to postpone, at had 
/ar adkort time, the introduction (^measures that ndght retard or 
throw a ny dMcsdties in the wa^ of tkio important consideration. He 
said he was then ready to bring forward his plan for the heHerrsen^ 
lotion of the company^s qgfairs ; and that he challenged a compartion 
between his, ana the bill latel^ ti^eied by the krdt; and that ho 
desir^to vtand or fM by the merits or demerits ef^ measuret 
he ehotdd prepoeei, In anemr to thes^ argstmante^ it wot deiHeet 
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ikid eUker Ae tuobttiani atnady agreed to ty the eommiitee, 0t 
thofe which it tmu kUended t0 propose, were tnoiewt or unparliamat- 
tary-^nprecedented in the latter jowmaU of parUamaa thofun- 
douhtedly were, and for good reasons, because, since the time of the 
revobUion, the dignity md essential rights of that house had never 
before suffered so open and dirsct an attaak. It had been asserted^ 
by many great lawyers, and amongst those by Lord Somers hkn^t 
self, that the crown did not possess the prerogative of disst^vingl \ 
parliament during a session while public business and petitions were I ^'^ 
pending. But without eoniendine about the question of right, U \ 
was strenuously maintained, that the esterciseofsuch a power, in the 
present instance, would be higMy dangerous and criminal ; and that 
the committee was fully justified in taking such steps as they fnight 
think the most effectual far the prevention of such a cdamity. The 
circumstances if the ease called for an open and unqualified declara- 
tion of their sentiments i and md not admit ff that distant and re- 
spectful delicacy which parliament unmlly aaopted, when itthought 
proper to interfere, by tts advice, with the executive government. A 
hilt, the result of the most laborious investigations that had ever been 
carried on th parliament^ had passed the house of commons wkh the 
warmest appn>bation^ great and indqsendent minorities- HisMa- 
jestyhad been advised to conceal from his ministers his dtsapproba^ 
tionqfthe bill till it was carried into the house of lords, where, 
through means of an unconstitutional use of the royal name and in* 
JIuence it was refected. The ministers who brought it in were Ms- 
missed from ihepubUe sernee,for no other apparent reason^ than be* 
cause thev had been supported in that measure, and were believed to 
possess tike confidence of that house ; and, lastly, menaces of dUssohs- 
Hon were held over the house itself, for the purpose of awing them 
into an aequiesceneein the measures of the new administration. Un^- 
der such cireumstanees it was impossible the house should not fed, 
and feeling not express their indignation and resentment. The ef^ 
fairs of ImUo were certainly of the most urgent and pressing nature, 
but it was absolutely necessary, in order to give the subfect a free 
and unbiassed cenmeration, that the house should not be kftds* 
pendent for its very existence upon the will of the person whose pro-* 
positions relative thereto they were about to decide upon. The mi* 
nister was therefore called upon, if he wished to put a stop to such 
further measures as the committee might think necessary to adopt for 
their own security, to give thehouse some satirfactory assurance that 
$so dissolution would t3oe place. Mr. PHt positive^ reused to com- 
ply with this requisition, declaring ** that he wornd never compro* 
nsise the royal prerogative, nor bargain it away in the house ofeom' 
monsf and in the course if the eUbate accused Lord North of act- 
ing both meanly and hypocritically. 

Mr. Shebtdan attacked Mr. Pitt in terms of 
great severity. He saicl, if the right honorable gen- 
tleman applied hard words to other gentlemen, he 
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should take the liberty of attacking* him with the 
same weapons. The right honorable gentleman had 
behaved that day not only with the utmost hypo- 
crisy and meanness, but had held the most insulting 
language, and the most unconstitutional he had ever 
heard. He reminded the house of Mr. Banks's 
words before the recess, when he had pledged him- 
self to the house, as he declared, by the authority of 
the right honorable gentleman, that there should be 
no dissolution nor prorogation of parliament ; and 
had said, his right honorable frifend not only would 
not himself advise any such measure, but would hold 
himself bound to quit his office, if any such measure 
was adopted by his colleagues. Mr. Sheridan re- 
minded the house also, that Mr. Banks had desired 
to be furnished with stronger language to express 
what he said to the house, if the house were not sa- 
tisfied with his words. Mr. Sheridan also attacked 
Mr. Dundas with considerable poignancy of wit and 
humour. After answering the serious parts of his 
argument, he touched upon the pleasant points of his 
speech, and said it was so unusual for the learned 
gentleman to indulge himself in merriment, that he 
presumed the success that had attended the arts 

Practised to corrupt the majority during the recess, 
ad given him a new flow of spirits, and encouraged 
him to think he should keep his place. The learned 
gentleman seemed to be in better humour with 
newspapers than usual ; his speech, he said, might 
fairly be deemed hints for paragraphs and sketches 
for prints. He did not doubt but his hint was al- 
ready taken ; and that the next morning they would 
see the print he had recommended. He hoped, 
however, they would be favoured with a companion; 
and that another figure, a striking likeness of the 
learned gentleman would be engraved, with a scroll 
out of his mouth, on which should be written " ap- 
peal to the people." Another print might also con- 
tain a similar figure, and underneath might be wrote 
<* an advocate for chartered rights," which might be 



\ 
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symbolically expressed by hiH holding his own India 
bill in his hand. After diverting the house exces- 
sively with these and other laughable ideas, Mr. 
Sheridan returned to seriousness, and read a pas<« 
Kage from the journals in the reign of Charles II. 
to shew that secret influence then prevailed; and 
what was not a little remarkable, he said, was, the >^ 
agent's name was Temple ; but he happened to be 
only in progress to nobility ; and was a simple ba- 
ronet, not a peer. JSLe went at considerable length 
into the question at issue between the prerogative 
of the crown and the privileges of the commons ; and 
illustrated by several very apt and beautiful exam- \ 
pies, the new idea of Mr. Fox, that the practice of ^ )( 
our constitution was more perfect than the theory. 

The majority/, who were now persuaded that the new adminu 
stration were only to be withheld by their fears, from putting an 
end to the session^ resolved to render such a step highly dfan. 
gerous at leasts if not impossible. With this view^ as soon as 
the question for reading the order of the day was carried^ on a 
division of 339 to 193, and the speaker had left the chair, the 
two following resolutions were moved in the committee, and 
passed without a division. — 1st. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that for any person or persons in His Mt^esty^s 
Treasury or in the Exchequer, or in the Bank of England, 
employed in the payment of the public money, to pay, or diredt 
or cause to be paid, any sum or sums of money, for or towards 
the support of the services voted in this present session of jpor. 
liament, after the parliament shall hofoe prorogued or dissolved^ 
if it be prorogued or dissolved before any act of parliament 
shall have passed appropriating the supplies to such services, will 
be a high crime and misdemeanor, a daring breach of the public 
trust, derogatory to the fundamental privileges of parliament ^ 
and subversive of the constitution of this country.^* — 2nd. " Thaib 
it is the opinion of this committee, that the chairman of the com^ 
mittee be directed to move the house, that the bill for punishing 
mutiny and desertion, and for the better payment of the army 
and their quarters, be read a second time on Thursday the %$d 
of February next.** 

The immediate dissolution of parliament being thus far renm 
dered iwpracticable, two resolutions of a more direct and hostile 
nature were moved by the Earl of Surrey. TTie first, ^^ That in 
the present situation of His Majesty's dominions, it was pecum 
iiarly necessary that there should be an administration which 
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had the conJUUnte of thai housi mud the public.'* It wa§ objected 
to this retoluiion that the name of His Mqietty had been perhaps 
accidentally and certainly very improperly omitted; and it was 
proposed by Mr, Dundas to amend the motion by inserting in- 
stead of the words y ^^ this house and the public^'* the following^ 
<^ the crofom, the parliament, and the people.*' As this amendm 
ment was merely proposed for the purpose of oointing otst iha 
factious spirit of the resolution^ it was r^ected without a divim 
iion. The second resolution-^^^ That the late changes in His 
Majesty*s councils had been immediately preceded by danrerm 
0US and universal reports^ that the sacred name of the king 
had been unconstitutionally used to qffect the deliberations of 
parliament ; and that the appointments made were accompanied 
by circumstances new and extraordinary^ and such as did not 
eoncUiate or engage the confidence of that house.*' The fad 
principally insisted upon as the ground of this resolution was, 
tha rumor respecting the communication from the king to 
several peers, touching the India bill^ through Earl Temple, 
' In answer to those who required some further proof of this trans* 
action^ it was remarkodj thai the fad would only be known to 
three parties y — to the peers to whom the eommunicMian was made^ 
— to tha great personage from whom it came i^'^^md to the noble 
earl who conveyed it. That it was hot to be supposed the first 
should come voluntarily forward to divulge what might be con* 
eUered as a cof\fidential eonversation with the ceriaMy qfineur* 
ring the severest diepleasure of the court. That if it were 
falsCf it might reasonably h(sve been expected thai the minisiere 
then in office would ha/oe received authority from His Msfjeety to 
eontradid a report so iiffuriests to the hemsr of the croum ; kuiai 
ell events, that the neble earl was boisndt when he heard thai the 
kaase was proceeding upon these reports to come forward asid dear 
hisnse^. Andher fact was related to the Committee by General 
Ross, wUeh theuga denied by a near rdatiet^ of thepmiy in ike 
house, end never subdantiated so Mlu ae to ground m^ further 
proceedings thereon, yd afipeereito have gred weight in the dder^ 
minatione q/* the mesAers. The mdter woe, tkd a few days before, 
one of the lords of His M«itAu*s bedrdwapber, whim he merwarde 
nasnsd to be the Earl of Gaitoway, had dedrtd to see km at hie 
house, where he told hum thd if he voted agemd the new admn^ 
stratim thd day, he would be conddered asan esiemy to theking* 

Mr. Shbriban said he thought it right to in- 
form the honorable general that he ou^t not to 
A Qieation the name of the noble lord in a committee; 
he oould Qnly do it in the lionse. Mr. Bheridan 
declared^ he by na means approved of those who 
ha4 been adverse to every thing fair and reasonahl^t 
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all of a sadden taming short, and affecting great 
-earnestness to promote inquiry. With regard to 
the motion, he said it was absolutely necessary. 
Why did not the noble earl, who had been so often 
alluaed to of late, come fairly within the bar, as 
other noble lords had done at different periods of 
our history before him, and fulfil the promise given 
to that house by an honorable gentleman, (his rela-t 
tion) a few weeks since ; when it bad been declared, 
that he had given /back the seals he had received, 
into His Majesty's hands, and returned to a private 
sti^tion, in order to make himself completely amena- 
ble to any inquiries into his conduct that house 
might thinly proper to institute? The noble earl 
might in that situation have an opportunity of fully 
clearing his character, by answering to such ques« 
tions as should be put to him on the veracity of a 
gentleman; — he would not say on the honour of a 
nobleman, because he might then be suspected of 
meaning to utter a satire on the peerage. 

After a werm debate m the letter meiHon m tvUeh the mad 
painted personalities were east and retorted from both sides of tha 
house, at seven in the morning the conmdttee divided. — For the 
matiam 196 ; i^ainst it 64. 



Januaky 16. 

COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF THE NATION. 

The r€S(Jifium which passed on the 12th of January, would proba- 
&{y ait a^ other period, have operated direcUy against the ministry ; 
tf^ the stake was toadeep to be hastily thrown away; and an attei^ 
ms ihfr^ore made to evade the consequmces of that vote, by con^ 
Hdering it as too generaUy worded, to &mty any direct censure am 
Oic members of ^ present adnMidratum. In order therefore t^ 
tritig this point to a more direct issue, thefolhsoing resolution wof 
^fi^by Lm4 Charks Spe^itoer in the Cmmttee on the state of tha 
ff^fjllfi.--'' That it hiwing been declared to be the cpinion af this 
hfiuss^ t/^ in th$ present situation of Bis Jlil^^y'sdommns, it is 
peculiarly necessary there should be an administration that ha$ thti 
Coi^idence of this house, end of the public ; and that the appoint-^ 
mmUs^BssUigss^sprsssntmininsterswereaceompwsied aycir* 
iW mfflWi $im mi ^troffrdmry: ofsim^^tdamtcam^liaitop, 



80 [JAJJ. 23, 

engage the confidence of this house ; the continuance of the preseni 
minieters in trusts of the highest importance and respannbility, is 
amtrary to constitutional principles, and if^rious to the interests 
of His Majesty and his people. 

Mr. Sheridan very ably supported the motion ; 
and reminded Mr. Powys of his having used this 
quotation from Shakespeare, the day or two before 
Lord North retired two years ago : 

the times have been 



That, when the brains were out, the man would die 
And there an end ; 

Mr. Sheridan said, the souls of the present mi- 
nistry were departed ; but their bodies, like empty 
forms, still kept their places: to them he might 
say— 

the times have been 

Thaty when the brains were out, the man would die. 
And there an end ; but now they rise again 
With twenty mortal murders on then: crowns. 
And push us from our stools ; 

threatening the house with fifty deat)is or dissolu- 
tions. 

The chairman hdxoing put the question^ and the committee divided; 
ayes (for the resolution) 205 ; noes 184; majority 21. 



Januaky 23. 



Th€ rgection of Mr. Pitt's India hill, which took place this day* 
ioas generally considered as the concluding ad of the present house 
of commons. As soon as the dimsson was over, ^ minister was &- 
dred to give the house some satirfactian remectinga measure in which 
they were so nearly concerned; and, on his remaining silent, a loud 
and general call was repeat^ from every part of the house. At 
length some harsh exvreesimis used by General Conway, relative to 
his conduct, obliged him to rise; but, after some warm remonr 
strances on the treatment he had received, he concluded with a 
fiat refusal to answer to the interrogatories that were put to him. 
Several of the'members who usually voted with him, now joined in 
the general request,but in vain. 

> Mr. Sheridan observed, that since the .n^inis* 
ter appeared to persist in a sort of obstinate and 
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sullen silence, it became the honse to advert to one 
very material consideration ; and that was, that the 
deputy clerk of the crown should be restricted from 
showing any degree of partiality to those who were 
with or against the treasury, in issuing the writs 
which would be necessary in case of a dissolution of 

erliament. He would therefore move, that Harry 
oward, Esq. deputy clerk of the crown, or his 
substitute, appear at the bar of the house this day. 
fie said this, because in fact he knew not what other 
day to mention^ 
Mr. Sheridan'f motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Eden was now preparing to move a resolution, the purport 
of which was, that the conduct of Mr. Pitt was disrespectful to His 
majesty and to the house ; when Mr. Fox rose and observed thai 
perhaps Mr. Pitt imagined, because he had insulted the house so far, 
he mighi tiufift it still farther* He was, however, averse from 
tMng any rash or improper advantage of hm. He would there- 
fore allow him to think of his situation for some time ; and it being 
two 4f clock, would move to adjourn to this day at twelve, at which 
time he hoped measures might be taken to irradiate the honor and 
assert the prpnlege rf the house. — Adjourned. 



Fbbruaby 3. 
CENSURE ON SUNISTEKS. 

Mr. Shaidan had moved for the attendance (on this day) tf 
aome of the officers belonging to the signet office, in order that som/s 
restduiians mght be taken for the better preventing the issuing 
if writs in such a manner as would give some canmdates aprrfe- 
tenee over others. This motion was agreed to: and the temper if the 
J^euse seemed to be such, that any resolution tending to throw a diffi- 
culty in the way of a dissolution would have been carried by a great 
majority. 

OntheHdef February a resolution had been moved by Mr. Coke, 
which had for its object the reprehension of Mr. PitVs refusal to 
rerignf declaring "that the continuance of the present ministers in 
office was an obSacle to the forming a firm, efficient, extended, and 
wiited administration** This was carried by a majority of 19 ; and 
on the following day Mr. Coke moved that the resolution should be 
iaid h^ore Hts Majedy. Lord Mulgrave warmly opposed the 
motion. 

VOL. I, G 
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Mr« SfifEitiBAN said, the noble lord had laid 
down a principle some days ago, which prevented 
him from being surprised at any thing the noble 
lord should advance. He stated, that in the appoint- 
ment of ministers, the crown ought not to consider 
beforehand whether they should be able to obtain 
the support of the house of commons. It has fre* 
quently been said, that when there was a good un- 
derstanding between the ministers of the crown and 
the house of commons, there was ground for appre- 
hending that they were under the influence of cor- 
ruption ; but at present the noble lord might rejoice, 
for there was not now the least room for apprehend- 
ing that the house was in danger of being corrupted 
by keeping up too good an understanding with the 
ministers of tne crown, who were now at open va- 
riance with the house. If the ministers and the 
house of commons were closely united, the noble 
lord might possibly call their union adultery ; but 
when the ministers and the house' of lords were 
united in the same bands, his lordship would pro- 
bably call that union a legal marriage. As to what 
the noble lord had quoted about Lord Somers, it was 
not at all applicable to the present case ; for Lord 
Somers, on the occasion alluded to, stood upon 
very different ground from that of the present mi- 
nisters : there was an impeachment in one case, and 
none in the other. The right honorable gentlemaii 
at the head of His Majesty's councils had on a 
/ . former day said, that he stood firm in the fortress of 
the constitution ; but could any fortress be called 
the fortress of the constitution, which was not gar- 
risoned by the house of commicms ? They were the 
natural defenders of the fort. There might possibly 
be indeed a lieutenant-governor of the fort, who, 
though he did not mix in the battle, was not less 
the commander, though his orders were not publicly 
delivered. The house of commons ought to inspect 
the works, and see that no sap was carrying on 
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wbicfa might dismantle it. Tbe present mimsters 
were laboring to erect a fabric, that might shield 
them against every attack ; but they were erecting 
it on gfround that was already undermined; and 
however strong the pillars might be — however solid 
and firm the buttresses — ^however well turned the 
arches ; yet as the foundation must be weak, when 
the ground was undermined, not only the building 
€Ould not stand, but the very weight of it would 
precipitate its fall. Secret ii^uence was what un^ >< 
dernuned the whole;—- it constituted a fourth estate 
in the constitution ; for it did not belong to the king, 
it did not belong to the lords, it did not belong to 
the commons. The lords disclaimed it, and the 
commons found themselves thwarted by it in all 
their operations. An honorable member had asked 
if the coalition of the right honorable gentleman 
with the noble lord had not lessened the confidence 
of his friends in the former.— »He would endeavor 
to give as satisfactory an answer as he could to this 
question. When the idea of a coalition with the 
noble lord was first started, he confessed that he 
had advised his right honorable friend not to accept 
of it ; and his reason was this : — ^his right honorable 
friend had great popularity, which he might lose 
by a coalition ; respectable friends, whom he might 
disgust ; and prejudices of the strongest nature to 
combat. He made no doubt but similar objections 
occurred to the friends of the noble lord ; and that 
they were urged to him, in order to dissuade him 
from coalescing with his right honorable friend* 
Mutual difiSidence between men long accustomed to 
oppose one another, might naturally be expected. 
The prejudices of the public all concurred to pre* 
vent this coalition. Tne middling class of people, / 
for whom he had the highest respect, and to whoni 
the house of commons must look for support in 
every emergency, sooner than to the great, were 
not certainly the best qualified to judge of nice and 
refined points of politics. . Accustomed to judge of 

g2 
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measures by meiii he apprehended that the;^ would 
give themselves no time to examine the princ^ples^ 
motives, and grounds of a coalition: but condemn 
it on its first appearance, merely because it was 
composed of men who had long been political ene- 
mies. On these grounds, full of apprehension for 
the character of his right honorable iriend, he most 
certainly gave him his advice against a coalition. 
But when the necessities of the times at last pointed 
it out as the only means of salvation to this country ; 
when, from the opportunities he had had of seeing 
the noble lord and his friends, and proving the 
honor, fairness, opennessi^and steadiness of their 
conduct, not only he did not condemn the coalition^ 
but he rejoiced that it had taken place in spite of 
even his own advice ; diffidence soon gave way to 
the most perfect reliance on the honor of the noble 
lord, and on that of his friends ; and their steady 
adherence to those principles which had been laid 
down as the basis of the coalition. It was unne- 
cessary, therefore, after saying this, that he should 
tell the house his confidence in his right tionorable 
friend had not felt the smallest diminution. Fully 
* acquainted with his character, he knew that he 
looked down with indifference, if not with con- 
tempt, on riches, places, and dignities, as .things 
by no means necessary to his happiness. It was 
his right honourable mend's ambition to deserve 
and preserve the esteem and confidence of his 
friends ; and he was sure that he would sacrifice 
neither, for all that place and emolument could 
bestow upon him. Haying said so much in defence 
of the coalition, he could not help e:s;pressing his 
surprise that he heard so much about it from the 
other side of the house; and the more he looked at 
the treasury bench, the more his astonishment grew 
upon him; — for there the gentlemen who were ac- 
tually sitting upon it, were divided into parts; 
each of whom was composed of a member who had 
supported the noble lord in the blue riband, and of 
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another who had opposed him. Those ^entlemen^ 
speaking to each other^ might thus address each 
other : one might say, ** I supported Lord North 
through the whole of his admmistration, but left 
him at last, when I found he had formed a coalition 
with that abominable man Charles Fox." The 
other might reply, <<And I joined Mr. Fox for 
many years in his opposition to government } till at 
last I found it necessary to abandon him, when he 
disgraced himself by a coalition with that abomi- 
nable man Lord North/* If the state of the public 
credit, and the funds, should become the subject 
of discussion in that house, one of the members of 
the treasury bench may very probably say, " It was 
the cursed American war of Loi*d North that 
brought this ruin upon our funds;" — ^this would 
instantly call up bis triend on the same bench ; who 
would immediately reply, '' No; — the American 
war was a just and constitutional war ; it was the 
opposition given to it by the rebel-encoura^er 
Ctiarles Fox, who caused the failure of it ; and this 
brought ruin on the country." Thus a treasury^ 
formed on anti-coalition principles, was itself a 
chain of coalitions. The grand coalition, which was 
the butt of every man's invective, had begot other 
coalitions; but there was this difference between 
the parent and the offspring; that, with the former, 
all was harmony, concord, and union; while the 
latter retained t;he heterogeneous principles of their 
original opposition, which made them still a prey to 
discord and confusion. An honorable gentleman 
had said that the majority in the coalition was formed 
of persons who represented the rotten treasury bo- 
roughs ; and who were brought in by the noble lord in 
the blue riband, when he was at the head of the trea- 
sury. But that reprctech was ill founded ; — ^for the 
coalition had been purged of such members; some 
of whom having spurned the hand that made them^ 
and turned their backs on their friend and bene- 
factor, had found a happy asylum in the bosom of 
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adminirtration. From this subject turning to ano^ 
ther« Mr. Sheridan observed^ that if it was improper 
to interfere by any means with the exerc ise of the 
prerogative, the house was to blame for having 
agreed to the resolution which passed yesterday 
unanimously; which stated that a firm, efficient^ 
extended, and united administration w«s necessary 
in the present state of affairs. For supposing such 
an administration was now formed, what might 
not the advocates for the prerogative of the crown 
infer from it ? That nothing could be more dange- 
rous or more unconstitutional than such an admini- 
stratioa; for being composed of all the heads of 
parties in both houses, they would of course be 
supported by majorities in both; and then the King 
wciuld have forced upon him an administration 
which he could not dismiss. 

The SoUcitor-General accused a member qf having iomefew days 
ago, wed harsh and indecent language to Mr. Pitt, and which 
migki justify rdaUatien. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that if the honorable gen- 
iieman, in stating that harsh and indecent words 
Bad been used by him, some time ago, to the right 
honorable gentleman, meant any allusion to any 
thing that had fallen from him, he wished he had 
quoted his words;-— >the honorable gentleman had a 
convenient, if not an accurate memory. What he 
said in allusion to the great Duke of Buckingham 
was, that those persons who owed their promotion 
tt> the personal favors of the crown, and stood on 
the principle of favorisism, were minions of the 
crown. The right honorable gentleman appearing 
to him to stand on that principle, he had, in very 
. proper parliamentary language, called him one of 
the minions of the crown. 

The SoUdtar-General said he dU not albtde to Mt. Sheridmi bui 
to another member. On a division there apfeared jor the mMm 
211'; against it 187; mqfority against the minister 24. 
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Fbbrvary 20. 

MR. POWYS'S MOTION, THAT THE KING WXLt 
COMPLY WITH 'I:HS WISHES OP HIS COM* 
MONS. 

The Chanedhr of the Exchtquer hninr informed the hofue, on 
thi IStht that Hi$ Mqfe$tij^ had not thought proper to disnUes hie 
minietere, and that hie minietere had not reeignedf Mr, Powye ihte 
dm/ moved an addreee, to expreee " the reliance of the home on Hie 
Mqfeitye royal wisdom, that hmoould take such meaeuree ae mighi 
tend to give ^ct to the wiehee qf his faithful commons, which nod 
hen already most humbly pfesmted to His M^esty'* 

Mr. Sheridan wamdy supported thfi motion ; and the address was 
carried by a mqjorUy of 21. 



Fbbruary 26. 

On this day it was moved by Lord Beauchampf and seconded 1w 
Mr. Sheridan, that the house, at its risinfCt should aiffoum to the 
%lih, in order that their proceedings should be considered with pecu^ 
Uar deliberation and temper. ^The question being put, it um cmried 
unanimously. 



February 27. 

The answer of His Mqjesly was this day reported, in which, efter 
assuring the home of his earnest desire to nut an end to the divisionsand 
distractions of the country : he declared, that he could not see it would 
in any degree be advanced by the dismission tf those at present tn 
his service, Sfc. — Lord Beauchamp moved, that the answer should be 
taken into consideration on the ^st of March; andonadhieian, tiU 
numbers were, ayes lib, noes 108, — In the course of the debate, the 
ministerial side of the househaving animadverted very warmly on the 
former a^oumment^ 

Mr. Shehiban said, that th^ late adjournmeDt 
had not been proposed without the knowledge of .a 
worthy alderman of the city of London, Mr, Alder- 
man Townshend^ much in the interest and confix 
dence of the present minister ; and that ^ntlemail# 
on being asked, said he had no objection to the 
adjournment. 

On the 1st of March, a second address was made to His Mqfesty^ 
to dismiss his ministers.~The reply of the JSCIsf , iMIsr tothofotm 
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nur, was taken into canndtratian an the Zth : and a further refre^ 
sentatian made to HU Mqfedif, which was equally unsuccessful. — On 
the 24f A, Parliament was prorogued, and the day following, dissolved 
ty prodamatian* 



June 8. 

FARTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE WESTMIN- 
STER ELECTION. 

At the late general election. Lord Hood, Mr. Pox, and Sir Cecil 
Wray, offered themselves as candidates to represent the city of West' 
minster in Parliament. The first of these gentlemen was elected by 
a very laige majority. The struggle between the two last was long^ 
and obstinate. After continuing the contest for upwards of six 
weeks, it was finally concluded, the 11th of May, 1784, leaving a 
VHQority of 2^ voters in favor of Mr. Fox. The high bailiff, at 
the requisition of Sir C. Wray, granted a scrutiny into the pole he 
had taken on the day it closed, and which was the day previous to 
the return of his wnt. This mode of proceeding was formally pro- 
tested against, on the spot, by Mr. Fox, and also by several of the 
electors. Immediately on the meeting of the new parliament, the 
conduct of the high bailiff, in granting the scrutiny under the cir- 
CumsUmces above mentioned, was warmly taken up by opposition, 
Md as warmly defended by the minister and his friends. After the 
sulgect had been debated, as well by counsel at the bar of the house, as 
by the members themselves, in every shape, the preceding of the high 
haiUff was justified; and it was resolved, by a very considerable ma- 
jority, on the motion of Lard Mulgrave, that the high bailiff should 
proceed in the scrutiny. 

•Mr. Sheridan said, he hoped the honse wag 
Bot unreasonable enough to expect him to reply to 
the reasoning or argument of the speech they had 
just heard (Mr, Pitt's); in which, from the begin- 
ning to the end, he defied the most discerning man 
in that auditory, to discover one syllable of argu- 
ment or reason. If government could be vindicated 
by an avowal of its interposition in the Westmin- 
ster eleetion, it was certainly vindicated.*— If the 
Jiiffh bailiff could be justified from the circumstance 
ofhis right honorable friend's giving a vote upon the 
Middlesex election in 1768 (at a time of life, when 
^learned gentleman over the way (the Master of 1^ 
KoUs) tells the house, that his right honorable friend 
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was disqoalifiedfrom exercising the rights of a mem- 
ber of parliament by minority) the nigh bailiff is 
certainly justified. — If the impression made by his 
right honorable friend's speech could be effaced by 
hard words, and lofty sounds, its effect would be to 
the full as slight and trifling, even as the effect of the 
right honorable gentleman's own speech. — If seve* 
rity of epithet, if redundancy of egotism, if pomp of 
panegyric upon administration, could refute the ar- 
guments of the most convincing speech (Mr. Fox's) 
he had ever the good fortune to hear, undoubtedly it 
was very completely refuted. But, if the people of 
England looked for the defence of the high bailiff of 
Westminster, and of His Majesty's ministers (who 
were in this case synonymous) upon principles of 
law, justice, good sense, or equity, beyond all doubt 
they were disappointed. He said, the idea that no 
harm would ensue from establishing the precedent, 
that would grow out of the decision of the house, if 
the high bailiff were ordered to continue the scrutiny, 
was the weakest he had ever heard suggested. To 
say, that the high bailiff's reasons, whenever he did 
not obey the sheriff's precept, and punish him, if he 
did not assign very good reasons for his conduct, 
afforded but little satisfaction. Was it to be supposed, 
if the high bailiff was advised by the friends of the 
court to make an historical return while acting with- 
out doors, and followed that advice, that he would 
not find friends of the court enough within doors to 
hold him harmless, and protect him from punishment, 
when he can^e to the bar to answer for what he had 
done.^ Mr. Sheridan complained of Mr. Pitt's 
having used his right honorable friend unhand- 
somely, in talking of a candidate, whose political con- 
duct and principles had rendered him detestable to 
the people. Such language might be allowed in the 
mouth of a new member, just come from his consti- 
tuents, who had filled his ears with expressions of that 
gross and vulgar nature; but from the right honor- 
able gentleman, who must know that nothing but 
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the heat and passion of the times could ezcnse such 
phrases being used by any s^entleman, it surely was 
highly unjustifiable. Besi&s, the right honorable 
gentleman, he was persuaded, was not sincere iniiis 
words ; he must have both a personal and a political 
confidence in hi» right honorable friend, or ne must 
either be insincere in what he had said then, or in 
what he had said on a former occasion. Let the 
house recollect, that the right honorable gentleman 
had courted an union with his right honorable friend 
a few months since, and had professed himself ex* 
tremely desirous of effecting such a junction. Mr. 
Sheridan said, he was aware the right honorable 

fentleman had put his case hypothetically; but he 
ad done it so pointedly, thai every person must 
have known who he meant. 

Mr. Sheridan concluded with this observation :«-* 
" If the high bailiff of Westminster were of another 
complexion, and valued his character beyond the 
corrupt indemnity which arose from the su|>port of 
a violent government, I should have considered his. 
situation as most lamentable and wretched; but^ 
leaking of him merely as he is, the speech of the 
nght honorable gentleman (Mr. Pittt aggravates 
his conduct in a tenfold degree; as it shews that the 
great abilities of that right honorable gentleman 
w^ere exerted for near an hour and a half in favor of 
the high bailiff; and that, so far from exculpating 
him, a fair consti*uction of all that he said, absolutely 
established the bailiff's guilt." 



. June 16. 

PAHLTAMENTART REFORM. 

On thu day^ Mr. Smobridge moved, ** That a CommUtee be up- 
pointed to enmixre into the present state of the representation of the 
comnums of Great Britain in parUmnent/' — Lord Mulgrave moved 
^previous question. 

Mr. Sheridan said, so far from his thinking 
what had fallen early in the debate from the young 
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member (Mr. M. A. Taylor), i^ho had spoken last 
but one, rendered a previous question either neces* 
sary or proper, the motion of his honorable friend, 
the' worthy alderman (Sawbridge), appeared to 
him to be exactly adapted to the situation of the 
honorable member : because the motion was not a 
motion for this or that particular mode of reform, but 
a motion for the appointment of a committee to en- 
quire into the state of the representation. From that 
committee the honorable gentleman might learn 
facts, upon a knowledge of which alone he could 
form an opinion, and make up his mind ; he hoped, 
therefore, the noble lord (Mulgrave) would not 
persist in his motion for the previous question. From 
the noble lord's well known candor, he was inclined 
to hope he would withdraw it ; and indeed he had 
another reason for thinking so, which appeared to 
him tQ be a very forcible one, and to be likely to 
operate ^more upon his mind, than any other he could. 
Suggest ; and that wai^ a consideration for the cha^ 
^racter of the right honorable gentleman at the head 
of the Exchequer (Mr. Pitt). That right honorable 
gentleman had supported the motion so ably and so 
vigorously in the course of the debate, that he was 
himself perfectly satisfied and convinced, that the 
right honorable gentleman, notwithstanding he might 
not, in his own private opinion, think that the best mo- 
ment for bringing the subject forward, was sincerely 
a well-wisher to the motion, and a real friend to a 
sober and temperate parliamentary reform. What 
a risk then would the noble lord put his right honor- 
able friend to, if, hv moving a previous question at 
that late hour of the night, he afforded the public 
room for suspicion, that such a motion was made 
collusively, and with the right honorable geptle« 
man's connivance ? For these reasons, he hoped the 
noble lord would withdraw his motion. 

L/ord Mkl0rave having oiserved, ** that he dhdained the mpuia" 
Htmaftolhukm: amdifthire woionyerimin proponngihe pre* 
WMif fnuHoM^ Lord J^im^ wh^d^emkd ikat 0M«ftm» tmm ki§ 
acwmpike in thaijaul crime.'' 
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Mr. Sheeibai? rose again to complain of Lord 
Mnlgrave's having talked of prophetic misrepre* 
sentations and invidious comments. No part of what 
had fallen from him, he was persuaded, justified 
such insinuations. He had declared he was per- 
fectly convinced of the sincerity of the right honor-* 
able gentleman's zeal for the principle of the worthy 
Alderman's motion ; and had deprecated the conse- 
quences that might follow any of the right honor- 
able gentleman's friends' moving the previous ques- 
ticm. People without doors, who were not perfectly 
apprised or all that had passed in the debate, might 
conceive, that it was a trick and connivance ; and 
that the previous question was moved with the right 
honorable gentleman's consent and concurrence.-— « 
It was in order to avert this misconstruction, that 
he had exhorted the noble lord to act candidly ^ and 
not persist in his motion ; and he had been not a 
little induced to press the withdrawing of the pre* 
vious question uppn the noble lord, from the right 
honorable Chancellor of the Exchequer's having* 
himself been the first to declare, that disposing oi 
the motion by the previous question, was casting a 
slur upon the very important topic to which it bore 
80 immediate a reference. 

The guestum being pui, the house dmded: mfe$ 190 ; noe$ 125^ 



June 21. 



KEPORT FROM THE COMMITTED ON 
SMUGGIJNG. 

On this dmf Mr. Pitt numei several resobUums, as thefmndatum 
efthe act^ since knoum by the name of the CkmrnnUaiion Act : and 
Jromwhkh theprincipal tenefit expected was the ruin of thesmug^ 
gUng trdde. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the credit of this plan was 
neither due to the noble lord nor the right honor*: 
able gentleman, as he must well know himself; be- 
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cause he could not be ignorant, that Lord John 
Cavendish had it in his intention to do the very 
same thing; nay, had the ri^ht honorable gentle- 
man asked for them, he would have given him two 
bills ready drawn upon the subject. Mr. Sheridan 
said farther, that it was not ingenuous in the right 
honorable gentleman to assume a merit which he 
must know did not belong to him, since he might 
have found traces of the bills alluded to in office. 



JUNB 28. 



Mr. Sheridan begged leave to inform the right 
honorable gentleman, Mr. Pitt, that the act for 
appointing commissioners to take into consideration 
the state of the public accounts, would expire on 
Saturday se'nnight ; and to ask him if he intended 
to bring in a bill for continuing a commission from 
which so much public advantage might be derived. 

Mr» Pitt repjkd it was AtV intention. 



July 1. 



K16SSOLUTXONS OP THE COMMITTEE OP WAYS 
AND MEANS. — COAI* TAX. 

Sir John Wroitedey observed^ he had came down determined to 
take the eense of the house against the coal tax. 

Mr. Sheridan earnestly deprecated the honor- 
able baronet's taking the sense of the house on the 
coal tax that day. He pointed out the extreme un- 
fairness of opposing any tax in that stage. How 
could the honorable baronet know whether every 
possible objection might not be cured by some 
regulation or other, contained in the bill? How 
did he know that Scotland might not be wholly 
exempted from the tax ? (a loud laugh.) It cer- 
tainly, Mr. Sheridan said, was possible; and till the 
bill was before them, no man had a right to cour 
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trad that Scotland would not be exempted, althongh 
he was aware the right honorable gentleman h^ 
said, he meant to extend the tax to Scotland. Mr. 
Sheridan declared, if his , worthy friend did divide 
the hoase, he would divide with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer against him. 

Sir John unthdrew his intentunu 

HOLDERS OF NAVT BIIXS. 

Ancffer of great extent hadbeen made to tte holders of mnybUb, 
under which tney were to receive what was described to bean equi* 
talent in discharge of their hills. Mr, Eden stated, that if the 
qffer was accepted by the holders of recent hills in point of date, and 
refected by the holder of the oldest bUl, the inference would be, that 
those who had a sacred daiM Jrom seriously to be first paid, woidd 
be forcibly postponed to others ; and enquired whether if any loss 
should remit to them in consequence, or any incomvenifnce, they 
would not be entitled so say, that they are offering by the fake 
faith (f the public, Mr. Pitt in reply, said, he amid not admit 
that the offer could be productive of any breach of mMie faith; it 
woe a substitution, and not a payment, and that creditors who chose 
to stand out would have it in thkr power. 

Mr. Shs&idan argued, that this answer was 
not satisfactory; the word substitution could not 
change the nature of the thing; if the offer to the 
bill-holders was considered as a payment at par by 
the holders of the old bills ; it followed, that a pre- 
ferable payment was made to those who had con* 
fessedly no claim to preference ; he placed this idea 
in several points of view. He added, that the navy- 
bill holder^ would be more disposed to hold out, 
because a famous speech of the Earl of Shelburne's, 
under which the present Chancellor of the Exche« 
quer's situation commenced, bad expressly stated, 
that this mode of payment should be discontinued 
as ruinous. 

The resolutions were afterwards passed. 
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July 1. 

BILL POR THE BETTER GOVERNMENT OV . 
INDIA. 

On this day Mr. Pitt moved for leave to bring in the abwe M/. 

Mr. Sheridan requested the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would inform him if an idea of what 
was gone abroad, had any foundation, that the bill 
for preventing of smuggling, by commutation of 
duties on tea, was to be abandoned ; as the delay 
of introducing it seemed to countenance the report, 
and these people who viewed many parts of it in an 
unfavourable light, particularly the people of York, 
were inclined to suppose that such was the intention 
of administration ; and he particularly objected to 
that principle of commutation which burdened the 
public with so extensive a tax as that on windows; 
which he would recommend to be laid aside, and to 
which he would give every opposition. 

Jlfr. Chancellor Pitt replied^ that the bUl was by no means to hi 
abandoned; but he hoped the honorable gentleman would maike some 
allowances for the weighty and compUcaUd business to which the 
detail of West India regulations must necessarify sMect ministers; 
the experience of the honorable gentleman, who had already a bill 
prepared for that purpose^ must give him a readiness beyond men 
who must weigh the matter here. 

Some warm and rather iU-humcured expressions dropped between 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. ifheridan, when the house interfered, and.put a 
stop to the conversation. 



July 13. 
ELECTION WRITS. 



Lord Beauchanm moved/or leave to bring in a biU, for regulating 
the power of the Speaker, in regard to the issuing of writs far this 
dection of members ui eases of death during the recess ofparUamenL 
The Attorney-General was rf opinion, that a power might be given 
in the same bUl to the Speaker to issue a writ in case y^a vacancy^ 
occasioned during the ncess, by a member's accepting of a place* 

Mr. Sheridan wondered that the honorable 
gentleman did not feel that it by no ipean^ became 
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that house to facilitate its members in the obtain- 
ment of places under the crown. Mr. Sheridan 
said, there was a manifest difference between a bo^ 
rough remaining unrepresented a short time, during 
the recess of parjiamenti and its continuing unre* 
presented while the parliament was sitting. Mr. 
Sheridan introduced the conduct of the High Bailiff 
of Westminster, and the case of the Westminster 
scrutiny, by way of elucidating hif» argument. 

TTie maiian was pui and carried. 



July 16. 



CAST INDIA BUiL. 

Mr. Pitt moved that the biU be read, paragraph by paragraph. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that so far from the con- 
sent of the company actually being with the right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. IPitt), in his present mea- 
sure, that he thought himself auth(M*ised to ask, if 
he had not even had the dissent of the company sig- 
nified to him ? And if they had not a meeting 
postponed to Tuesday from yesterday, to take into 
consideration several objections which they ex- 
pressed to have to the present bill. 



, July 19. 

EAST INDIA BTI.L. 

The order of the day having been read for the house to resolve 
itself into a committee, in order to proceed infilling up the blanks, 
ana amending the clauses of the East India bill, 

Mr. Sheridan rose and observed, that when the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had opened 
the subject of his present bill, though he had stated 
it as his intention to combine the three objects of it 
together, and put them all in one bill ; yet he had 
not signified any determination tenaciously to ad- 
here to-that purpose, but had given the house to 
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uadergtandy that if it should be the wisb of any 
Damber of gentlemen to have them sef)araAed/ thi^ 
he should have no objection. Mr* Sheridan declared^ 
that the part of the bill that v^ent to the infititntion 
of a new judicature, was of so mach importance, 
that he could not but wiidi extremely that it was 
separated and put into a distinct bill. He reminded 
Mr. Pitty that he had himself stated his ideas upon 
that part of the |)ill, as by no means settled, and 
confirmed in his own mind ; but had rather thrown 
them out as hints of what he thought might be done ; 
and had called upon gentlemen, in a very candid 
way, for their s»)l»ments, in order that, by their 
assistance, the institution of a new tribunal might 
be so modified and guarded, as to leave little room 
for objection. Mr. Sheridan said, emboldened by these 
sentiments of the right hoo. gentleman, he now rose 
with the hopes of persuading the right hon. gentleman 
to divide his bill into two at least, by which means 
diat which related to the institntton of the new judi- 
cature might come fairly ^under consideration^ and 
receive that distinct degree of discussion, which the 
very great importance of it, and the serious -effect 
it would have on the criminal jurisdiction of this 
country, well entitled it to. As no delay would be 
occasioned by this division of the bill, and as every 
possible purpose, the right honorable gentleman 
could propose to himself, from going on with the 
whole of it as one bill, would be efiSsctually an- 
swered, he trusted there coold be no objection to 
such a proposition; and therefore be moved, <' That 
it be an instruction to the committee, that the bill 
be divided into two bills.'* 

Mr. Put, in reply ^ portly cammted to Mr* Sheridan's propon-^ 
Han : but in a subu^pimt speedt retracted, on the ground that since 
he had first spoken, he hadkismedfrom the friends around hm, that 
they were extremely averse from acceding to the measure of dividing 
tlie bill into two, 

Mr. Shxsridan wished the right honorable gen- 
tleman had adhered to his former concession; though 

VOL, I. H 
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lie acknowledged he was so seTdotn guilty of con- 
ceding to that side of the house, that he had 
feared his condescension would not continue till the 
question was put. With regard to what the right 
honorable gentleman had said relative to the lords, 
he thought tlie right honorable gentleman paid the 
understanding of their lordships a bad compliment ; 
and relied less than he ought upon a house so full 
of his friends. If he was afraid of their not either 
comprehending the bill if it went up in parts, or 
receiving it cordially, let it go up in any shape the 
right honorable gentleman might choose to give it* 
As to the subject matters of the; bill going to one 
object, undoubtedly it did so; but they were to 
all intents and piurposes three distinct bills; and as 
not an hour would have been lost by the separation^ 
he still hoped the right honorable gentleman would 
re-consider what might be termed his re-consider- 
ation; and re-concede what he had just retracted; 
Had the right honorable gentleman remained firm 
to his concession, it would be fair to say they would 
have gained a point; because he was persuaded 
many who approved of the former parts of the ri^ht 
honorable gentleman's bill, did not approve of that 
relative to the new judicature ; in like manner, he 
made no scruple to acknowledge, that many who 
were most partial to the bill that had been brought 
in by his right honorable friend (who was not then 
present), before Christmas, had their doubts as to 
the plan that he had in contemplation, with regard 
to providing a system of jurisdiction applicable to 
the trial of the East India delinquents. If the bill 
had been divided, all those who held, that there had 
^ existed no peculation in India ; that it was the scene 
of purity and integrity ; that no oppression had been 
practised!; no tyranny exercised over the natives; 
that rapine was unknown in the different territories 
we had acquired in the neighbouring princes' do- 
mains; and that out of five hundred persons, who 
had gone to India, only thirty hadi*eturned to Eng*- 
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land, and all of them without any fortuneis at all; 
mu8t necessarily have voted against the tribunal 
bill ; because men entertaining and avowing such 
opinions, would surely never consent to subjecting 
tneir friends and principles, their relations and em- 
ployers, to so severe, and, if their arguments were 
S)od, 80 unjust a tribunal. Mr. Sheridan said, if 
e rigfht honorable gentleman, however, would not 
consent to divide his bill, he trusted that he would 
at least consent not to hurry that part of it that re* 
lated to the new judicature! through the committee, 
80 as to suffer it to be rendered the business of the 
tail of a dav, or the subject of debate at two or three 
o'clock in the morning. 



July 20. 
WAYS AND MEANS. — HOBSB DEALKSRS. 

. Mr. Sheridan rose, and observed, that the pro* 
position, that horse-dealers resident in the borough 
of Southwark should pay ten pounds for their li^ 
cense, appeared to him extremely liable to evasion. 
Might not innkeepers very fairly say, they were 
dealers in horses, and ought not those who kept a 
great number, either for use, pleasure, or splendour, 
take out a license as horse-dealers, and under that, 
ehelter themselves from the payment of the duty* 

Mr. Pitt replied, that the license was to betaken out hf thoit Ofidy 
whoic actual prof emon it was to buy and sell horses. 



July 21. 

EAST-INDIA BILL. 

' Mr. Powys said, that he had an insuperable objection, not merely 
U the worm^, but to the very principle of the clause, ** obliging 
M persons, in tiuk return from India, to give tit a duplieate of their 
fortunes upoik oath:* If he understood it right, it went this let^th : 
itadmitied the oath of a person to be the^ound of his own 0C*^ 
qttittal, or what came nearly to the same thing, it made the oath a 
par to apfmcution ; for if a man, however guilty of peculatimip 

H 2 
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f>if/4 vujse 00ih» thai h$ U^an fiol ww(^ mart ikon a ftfrtiimlmt 
t^m, tka mth would be conclusive^ and operate as a bar to any fro- 
secution. This would be holding out impunity to the guilty ^ and 
conseq mtly such a clause would defeat its own object. 

Mr. Sheridan supported the olnection throwa 
out by Mr. Powys against the principle of the clause. 
The sacred obli^^tion of an oath would, he feared, 
sit exceedingly light on the conscience of a pecu- 
lator ; ns^y, as it was impossible that a servant of 
the company could hs^ve amas$ed an inordinate for- 
tune by peculation, without having committed per- 
jury in so doii^g, by the breach of official oaths ; so 
it was very natural to expect that he would very 
readily commit a second perjury j^ in order to cover 
a former; and there Was little reason to hope, that 
conscience, which had beea seared to all sense of 
religion, duty, and houour, in India, should recover 
its sensibility merely by a change of climate on a 
passage from that country to England. 

Mr. Duttdas observed, ** that the overgrown fartusws were gene^ 
ra% to. be seen mnong the servas^ of the company, alt hough thfy 
were restricted Jrom trading ; and that as to the red trader, however 
rich he retftmed to his country, he would respect, cherish, and re- 
vere hon» 

Mr. Sheridan said, he made no doubt but the rich 
merchant would be respected, cherished, and re- 
vered ; what treatment he should meet with, if poor, 
it was not for him to foresee or to foretel. 

On the clause being read to exempt generally Jros^, the nscesjoit^ ^ 
giving an inventory, and swearing to tJJLC truth of its contents, all 
persons who should a^ive from India before the Isl of January, 1787, 

Mr. Sheridan said, this clause was in fact an in- 
demnity held out to all peculators, and a warning 
to them to return to Englaiijd before the first day of 
the year 1787, as the means by which they might 
acreeo, th^i^elyes frpfli trial, a^4 their p;:opjerty 
from being i^%a flow tbeis^ m 9k fwuai&hffi^at fpr 
the iHegal methods by which it mi^fat have been 
Required. The mvehtpry and oath wpre deemed 
^^ we4«» 1^ whicl^ evJi4<^i\c^ of tljiej^ pepu^tiouft 
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was to^ be procured ; these meann^^ therefor e^ Ib^kig" 
taken away, imputiity of course would ensue. 

ne clause was afterwards agreed to without a ditisian. 

The Chairman next read the clause which precludes from retttrth 
img to India all persons who had served in that coufUty: and sfter 
their return to England, should have resided here or elsewhere isi 
Exaroptffor a certain space of time, unless arising from HI health. 

Mr. Sheridan said this would greatly injure the 
public service, as the officers of the kind's army and 
navy having once served in India, could not return 
to it if this clause should pass. 

The amendment was afterwards passed, removing Mr* Sheridan's 
chjection, hy exempting king'i officers. 

FIRST Ct^AtTSE ON THE SVB3±Cr OF fHE NEW 
JUBIC ATXJRE TO BE INSTITUTED UNDER TJXB 
AIJTHORITT OF THE BIIiI.. 

Mr. Sheridan said, what the right honorable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Pitt) had suggested, certainly went a 
considerable way towards removing the objections 
that he had entertained against the court of jndica* 
ture, which the printed bill held forth, as the tribunal 
which was to be instituted ; it was, however, impose 
sible for him, oH the first hearing of alterations so vari** 
Y)us and so material, to say how far they were all of 
them improvements; or not ; but as the report of the 
bill* when it came out of the committee, was to be 
printed, with the amendments, he shotdd then be 
the better able to judge, and to give bis opinion 
ttpon the subject of the new tribunal as it would 
then stand. 

The clause was agreed to unth4mi a divisum. 



July 21. 

ARREAR OF THE C1VII« UST. 

Mr. put stated, therehadheen an exsessin every one of the thrts 
fuarters the late MtetinMraftoil hadheenhn office. 

Mr. Sheridan went into a copious discussion of 
the account. He said, the impirtation wfaiefa Mr* 
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Ifitt bad thrown on the late administration^ he would 
Undertake most unequivocally to refute. The first 
quarter, in which his right honorable friend was in 
office, the civil list incurred no arrears He assigned 
reasons why there had been an excess in the other 
quarters ; and, after a variety of arithmetical state- 
ments and references, he contended, that he had 
clearly shewn that his right honorable friend had 
ttot been to blame ; for that it was impossible for 
him to know of demands that were to come upon 
the civil list, after the quarterns accounts w^re re- 
spectively made up, because many of those demands 
came from abroad, and some of them from so dis- 
tant a quarter as the East Indies4 Having amply 
dilated on those points, he took notice of the nature 
of the present application, and read the following 
extract from His Majesty's speech to his parliament^ 
during Lord Shelburne^s administration :— 

^^ I have carried into strict execution the several 
reductions in my civil list expenses, directed by an 
act of the last session. I have introduced a farther 
reform into other departments, and suppressed se- 
veral, sinecure places in them. I have by this means 
80 regulated my establishment, that my expenses 
shall not in future exceed my income.*' 

He observed upon this, that it was a promise made 
to parliament^ while an administration were in of- 
fice, of which the right honorable gentleman made 
a part ; and that, therefore, the house had some sort 
of right to expect, that while he was in office, at 
least, the promise would be kept. The fact, how- 
ever, he said, was, that it was impossible to confine 
the civil list within the sum allowed for it. The 
right honorable gentleman had, therefore, acted 
prudently and candidly, in declaring, that he would 
not pledge himself that no future debt should arise. 
After the sum now asked was voted, the right hon. 
gentleman must come down again next session and 
do one of these two things : he must either call upon 
parliament to grant a larger annuity, w propose ^ 
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reduction of the establisbineDts. Whether the esta^ 
blishments could be reduced was a qaestion^ abont 
which there might be some doubts; but he should 
have thous^ht it would have been more adviseable 
for the right honorable gentleman to have stated the 
whole case to the house; and to have asked, at 
once, for a sum sufficient to answer every probable 
demand, not only of the present debt, but every debt 
that might in future be incurred, if a larger sum was 
not voted for the civil list, or if the establishments 
were not reduced. Mr. Sheridan gave Mr. Pitt 
credit for a due attention to economy ; and said, it 
was very true some of the incidents that made up the 
article of occasional payments in the quarter ending 
April d, 1784, would not again happen ; and,^ as to 
the expense attending a change of administration, 
that he was persuaded the right honorable gentle-, 
man was sincere in wishing it mi^ht not very soon 
be incurred. He contended farther, that the pre- 
sent application was a virtual repeal of Mr. Burke's 
bill; and, therefore, to prevent a repetition of a 
sinoolar circumstance, he recommended the right ho- 
nonrable gentleman to ask, at once, for a sum equal 
to the occasions of the civil list, so that there might 
not be any farther necessity of applying to parlia- 
ment for relief. 

AJUr this speech a long contest ensued on the paint, whether aany 
excess was incurred- or not in the administratum of the IhUec of 
Portland. At length the sum of £60,000, moved for the discharge of 
arrears, was granted without a division. 

WAYS AND MEANS— TAX ON aVAiTFICATIONSf 
REGISTERS, ANI> UCENCES. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the taxes the right honorable 
gentleman had that day proposed, appeared to him 
to be, in general, unexceptionable; but if he were to 
object to any, it would be to those relative to g^me, 
because he could only consider them as proposed 
with a view to give vigour to the game laws, which, 
were a system of oppression and tyranny ; if they 
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iff^ere not proposed whb that view ibey would not 
firoduce a shilling. 

Mr. Piit aakl, he was awlittU a friend to the arbitrary sphrU ef 
the game htm ae Mr* Sheridan. 

Mr. Sheridan said, then let the right honorable 
gentleman move for a repeal of those laws ; that 
done, his taxes on qualifications will be wise, salu- 
tary, and efficient. What, Mr. Sheridan asked, did 
the committee imagine was the reason of gentle- 
men's being so desirous of this tax, and so willing 
to pay five pounds instead of two towards it, but 
with a view to strengthen and secure themselves in 
the possession of that monopoly, which the abomi- 
nable and despotic system of the game laws wa9 
calculated to create P As soon as the business watii 
over, he said, he would move for leave to bring in a 
bill to repeal the game lawsj and, he trusted, he 
should have the support of the right honorable gen- 
tleman in carrying it through the house. 

Mr. Sheridan rose again, and said, he would not 
immediately move for leave to bring in a bill, as he 
had mentioned, but he would certainly bring the 
matter irito <3onsideriition in a few days ; because 
he was not only convinced that our game-laws were 
a disgrace to us as a free people, but that the game 
laws made the poachers. 

PQSTAaJS OF IiETTEKS. 

Mr. Sheridan mentioned the gross evasion of 
the post-office acts of parliament, by a great num- 
ber of letters sent to town by diligences, stage- 
coaches, and other carriages. AH the great trading 
towns in particular, he said, carried on this prac- 
tice, 6ach vehicle having a regular letter-box. These 
darriages, he said, would still continue a favorite 
species of conveyance, on account of their great 
e'xpedition. 

Mr. Pitt mtntioned the imposition practised on the post-office by 
the doHceaUng letters in newspapers, or by writhig smrt kcraps on 
th0ir edges. 
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Ml*. Sberidan advised the right honorable g;eptle« 
man by no means to throw a,ny •impediment in the 
way of the circulation of newspapers. Let him 
think a moment what an essential instrument of 
revenue a newspaper was. It was not merely the 
stamps but every advertisement it contained was a 
source of benefit to the revenue, nay, many para* 
graphs paid duty. Perhaps there was not an in-* 
stance of any one object that 'paid so much of its 
entire receipt into the public coffers ! 

Mr, Sheridan raised a smile in the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
when he talked of paragraphs paying duty, and Mr. Pitt asked 
across the table, if Mac Ossian^snumirfacturepaid duty. 



July 2G. 
AMENDMENTS UIPON INDIA BILLS. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that if gentlemen on 
either side of the house went from the question, 
and were only mindful of charing persona in India 
with peculation, and defending their own conduct ; 
'or proving that, although they had been delin- 
quents, there .were still greater than themselves, 
tkei^ would be no end to the business; and the 
house would refer the bearing to a new judicature, 
as well as tli^ir trial ; — therefore he hoped to hear 
no more deviations; but that gentlemen would stick 
fo the question, and point out their objections to tiie 
bill, and not to the persons that had been thc' occa« 
sion of its being made. He then noticed, that the 
bill had been so altered, so' mangled, and so trans- 
formed, that it did not appear like the same bilL 
Indeed, it ought not to be called an alteration, but 
a total transformation, different both in object and 
principle to the former bill ; and the silence of the 
two right honwable gentiemen (Pitt and Dundas) 
was to him proof that they saw the necessity of a 
re commitment. But if that was not, the very ap- 
pearance in the first page of the new printed bill 



10« [juttSSR 

tvasj — for there, by the refereftces, it ^as plltis 
that twenty-one new clauses were a^ded; which 
were to be known by the letters A B C D E F G 
H I K L M N OPQRSTVW; therefore it 
was to be hoped some gentleman would add three 
more clauses for X Y Z» to make the alphabet com- 
plete ; which would then serve as a horn-book for 
the present ministry. The old clauses, now left out, 
were referred to, and known by being in black 
letter at the bottom of the col Lining— where, to be 
sure, they stood in mourning for the folly of their 
parents ; and pointed out the slovenly manner in 
which the bill was originally drawn ; notwithstand- 
ing the right honorable gentleman (Sir G. Howard) 
in the red riband, had praised it for its accuracy; — 
accurate it could not be, when twenty-one new 
clauses were added, and the rest totally altered in 
the committee. As a proof that it was necessary 
to re-commit the bill for the honor of the house, he 
would convince them by reading a part of one of 
the clauses ; wherein a dead person was to give an 
account how he came by certain papers. He then 
read, *^ That papers, containing the account of 
their effects, were to be sent to His Majesty, in his 
Court of King's Bench, and under the seals of two 
or more judges of the said supreme court; and one 
or more of the judges of the said supreme court 
shall deliver the same to the agent or agents of the 
party or parties requiring the same; which said 
agent or agents (or, in case of his or their deaths 
the person into whose hands the same shall come) 
shall deliver the same to one of the clerks in court, 
of His Majesty's Court of King's Bench, in the 
public office ; and make oath, that he received the 
same from the hands of one or more of the judges 
of such court in India; or, if such i^ent be dead, 
in what manner the same came into his hands." 

The honorable gentleman read a variety of other 
clauses ; and pointed out wherein they were worded 
so as, in his mind, to be perfect nonsense ; and de* 
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clared, that he never would consent to suffer the 
first principles of the constitution to be violated, to 
answer any expediency whatever. But probably 
the reason of instituting a new court of judicature 
was to give employment to the right honorable 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) and some others ; whose 
places, by their own accounts, were sinecures ; — 
therefore it was on the prii ciple that mothers gave 
playthings to their children, merely to keep them 
out of mischief. If so, he had no objection; and 
made not the least doubt but strict justice would be 
done, as their integrity had been tried on other oc-* 
casions. He particularly pointed out the absurdity 
of a clause relative to the secret council ; and re-* 
marked, that the whole bill evidently appeared as 
if the two contending parties, the crown and com* 
pany, had endeavoured to over-reach each other. 
The company remonstrated against the first bill, 
because orders were to be transmitted to India 
without their consent ; and insisted on the ri^ht of 
sonie of their directors being acquainted with all 
matters befdre they were dispatched. To. please 
them, the right honorable gentleman had suffered 
them to have a secret committee of three directors ; 
but the company were not a bit nearer ;— -for those 
three directorsKwere sworn not to divulge any thing 
done in council ; — of course they must cut a ridi- 
culous figure ; for they might be present at a court 
of directors, and see and hear measures carrying 
on, and regulations making, diametrically opposite 
to what tney knew had been determined on in 
couacil; and by their oaths were debarred from 
giving any other information than a nod or a wink 
across the table, or a grave shake of the head, to 
intimate they knew something which they dare, not 
divulge. He then pointed out the clause which obliges 
the company to trsyasmit all papers to the Secretary 
of State and Council for their approbation, previous 
to their being sent io India ; and remarked on the 
difiiculty t\M would accrue from the alterations 
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made by eacb party. Bat what was carious was 
the wording of the next claase to it ; which begui^ 
** For ^he better dispatch of business. Sec. be it 
enacted, that in case of any alteration being made^ 
the company might be at liberty to send it back 
again to be reconsidered ; and in case of their not 
meeting with redress, then they might be at liberty 
to refer to the King in council ;'' who, in fact, was 
the same tribunal they had appealed to twice be« 
fore. Surely that was a curious method of dispatch^ 
to keep sending backwards and forwards a paper 
alternately ; and wl^ich might never be approved. 

He dwelt (much on the rapacity, and other im« 
proper conduct of Mr. Hastings, beinff all forgiven 
in tne present bill. But that, he said, was a mat« 
ter which Mr« Hastings's India parliamentary in« 
terest, no doubt, insisted upon j and which a mi- 
nister, depending on such men, did not dare to 
refuse. He adverted to the new court of jndica** 
tare; which took away from British subjects thtf 
trial by jury ; and in so doing overturned the prin** 
ciple of the constitution. Here he was remarkably 
severe on the minister; who, under colour of saving 
the charters of a com^^ny of men lliat all tlie 
world allowed to have acted dishonestly, subverted 
the very foundation stone on which the great Magna 
Charta of their country was built ; and did a deed 
which paved the direct road to the establishment of 
arUtrary power in all the dominions of Great Bri-* 
tain. This, he said, was modern popularity. He 
attacked the minister for darin|f to say that this bill 
was acceptable in India. This he argued on two 
points: if it was agreeable to the d^nquents, it 
certnnly must be a bad bill; and on that point the) 
minister coald gain no credit. The fact, nowever, 
was not so ; and he was happy to inform Hie house, 
that the minister mis-stated tne matter, when be said, 
the bill was acceptable in the East. In arguments 
of this kind there was nothing so strong as evi-* 
dence ; and therefore against Mr. Pitt's ipse diaU, 
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tiiat this bill was universally liked all over India^ 
where it seems its original principles and clauses 
were fabricated ; he only referred the house to a 
truth not to be contradicted, which lay upon the 
table— -a petition from six hundred and forty-eight 
of the principal persons residing in Bengal ; beseech*, 
ing the house, oy all that they held most dear, not 
to violate the constitution, by so dreadful an act of 
parliament, as one for taking away from British 
aubjects the ri^ht i»f being tried by their peers. 
Tws pure spirit of rectifying the ancient chartered 
rights of the people» would, no doubt, extend itself 
in time to every part of the English dominions; and 
trial by Jury be taken away from all His Majesty's 
subjects in every part of the gldbe. Here tne no* 
uoiuble gentleman called for the attention of the 
bouse. He said, the India phalanx, those ^wiss 

Siards of Eastern peculation, had openly declared, 
at they would overthrow the last administration; 
and by doing so, teach another how to value atad 
respect their friendship; — ^nay, these Eastern Lords 
went so far as to declare, that the depravity of this 
country was now arrived to such a pitch, that they 
could carry any pdnt by money. After a varieljif 
of other arguments, he concluded with a reliance 
on the candor of the minister, that he would re- 
commit the biH, that it might be divested of its 
slovenly dress, and niade conformable to common 
sense — even if the principles were to be divested of 
common justice. 
The amenimiad being carrUdwUhauta Htman^ 

Mr. Sheridan then said, that as th# hoi^^e had d»* 
termined not to send the bill back to the committee, 
ke could not now proceed to those alterations which 
he would have tbongbt it his duty to have offered, 
if it had been re-committed: he declared his object 
^MM lAOt to gain time ; but in realily to move such 
am^ndmeiito as to Kim appeared absolutely neces- 
MJpy. The rigliA honerable gentleman had said, 
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that the East-India Company bad assigned good 
reasons for the alterations that they had required : 
he made no doubt but they must have assigned very 
convincing reasons indeed to make the right honor- 
able gentleman s^ive up almost the entire principle 
of his billy and bring it out of the committee as 
different from what it was when it was committed^ 
as an effectual differed from an ineffectual control ; 
indeed the right honorable member was in the 
right for saying, that he had had good reasons for the 
alterations. He had only to look about him, and 
he mifi^ht see himself surrounded with reasons strong 
enough in all conscience to make him stand well 
with persons who had overturned the administration, 
and were powerful enough to make their successors 
feel they were mere creatures of their own hands, 
which, as they set them up, might pull them down 
again. It was, therefore, very prudent and politic 
in the right honorable member to call the bill 
broug^ht in by his right honorable friend a bill for 
establishing a system of plunder and despotism; 
isuch hard words would please the committee beyond 
description; and secure to the right honorable 
member their support, and consequently his present 
situation. 



August 2. 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE 

BITIDENB BILL. 

4n Amaubneni was moved that the East India Cmi^fany dundd 
fsofjive per eent. en their debt. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he trusted the minister 
would not be followed so implicitly upon the ques«> 
tion that night, as he had been two days before. 
Gentlemen saw more clearly its quality, and lie be^ 
lievedy they would not chuse to countenance a^ pro*^ 
ceeding so unbecoming. That in private life, a man 
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might upon occasion find it convenient or necessary 
to conceal his embarrassments, by the gaiety, or 
even the splendor of his appearance ; that he might 
dart into some expensej; for the sake of maintaining 
a declining credit, he admitted. A private man, if 
he had future prospects of retrieving nimself, might, 
perhaps, without much imputation, do this, ^ut 
was the same conduct to be permitted to a state ; or 
was a nation like ours, which stood on the purity 
and clearness of her credit, to give her countenance 
and sanction to such a manoeuvre ? What might 
not be the conclusions drawn from such conduct ? 
Take the question in another view. At a time 
when we were, through the most urgent state of 
necessity, laying heavy burdens on the poor people 
of this country — when even the poor seemed to be 
selected for the burdens — was it decent to rob them 
of £75,000 a year, in order to free a company 
which boasted of its opulence, and which, whatever 
might be its real ability, had fomid the means of 
planting a phalanx in that house, for the purpose of 
shifting their distresses from themselves on the 
heads of the,people of England. Save this £75,000 
a year to the nation, and you may relieve the un- 
happy poor from your new duty on candles ; save 
this sum, and several of your new taxes distress- 
ing the valuable manufacturer, and the industrious 
artisan — taxes which crush ingenuity, and take 
from cEConomy its fruits, will be unnecessary. 

On a iUffisian there appeared, ayei (far the amendment) 27 ; 
noes S3. 



August 6. 
PETITION FROM NAVY BIIX HOLDERS. 

In the course of the debate it was observed ^h^ Lord Mahon ^* that 
ij it ^as a breach of public credit to permit naxy bills to run above 
two years, then the last administration had been guilty of that breach 
jof public credit, by havins neglected last year to pay off the bills of 
JTSl ; and Lord John Cavendish and Mr, iPox now stand before 
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the cmHfyrjf as puhUe eulfriiStfcr hmmg thm^Ssregarded the no* 
tiimal/Mth.** Mr. Rose also lAservedt ** that the late admimsiratian 
had been in time enough to have proposed the funding of the nann^ 
debt, Thty came in on the 2d of Aprilt and they knew for two 
months btfore^ that they would come in ; the administration beii^ 
out ofqmce in effect, and doing no Inumess all that time. Tha^ 
miglU tiierrfore, have done all that wasnecessary aswellas the pro* 
sunt administratum. Mr. Rose took occasion to say, that as it had 
been observed, that Mr. Pitts taxes of this year would prove unpro* 
ductive, he was persuaded, if they turned out as unproductive as the 
noble Lord's at the head of the Exchequer last year, lAc country 
would be in a miserable cMdition indeeai" 

Mr. Sheridan defended tlie last administration ; 
an4 stated, that if there was any blame dne, it was 
to their predecessors, for not haTing left the trace 
of a tax, or the outlines of a bodget behind them, 
when they quitted place. As to their not baring 
done any bnsiness fmr two months, before their suc- 
cessors kissed hands, the fact was otherwise. They 
kad done their own business. all that time, grant- 
ing pensions, and reversions, and titles to each 
other. Mr. Sheridan took notice of what Lord 
Mabon had said of Lord John Cayendish's standing 
a culprit before the house, and denied that the 
assertion was founded. Mr. Sheridan also said, 
Mr. Rose*s remark about the unproductiveness of 
the taxes last year, was uncandid in the extreme ; 
since what had happened to the receipt tax, might 
have happened to any. Now the bill to enforce it 
had passed, he had no doubt of its becoming ex« 
tremely productive. 



August 12. 



DUTY ON LICENSES TO PEOPLE FOR REGISTER- 
ING THEIR aUAIJFICATIONS TO KILL GAME. 

The drier of the day for going into a committee on this bill bang 
calUdfor, 

Mr. She-kidan stated to the house, that there 
wag a breach of order in the body of this fciill, which, 
waa tlrawu on a wider scale than the house had an^ 
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tborised it to be done. When the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer first proposed the raising of money by 
this mode, he had taken the liberty to ask, whether 
it was intended to ^ve more effect to ihe game 
laws ? He was answered in the negative ; and every 
gentleman then present expressed a satisfaction that 
it ^was not The title of the bill expressed no more 
than a tax on people already (|ualified by former 
laws to kill game ; but this bill, m its present state^ 
extended the license to all descriptions of people, as 
well unqualified as qualified, which was assuming 
an extent the committee did not intend. He then 
called upon the clerk to read the several resolutions 
which had been passed in the committee of ways and 
means relative to this subject,' from which it ap* 
peared, that the bill at present bad gone farther than 
the committee authorised it to go; forl^hich rea* 
son, he said ^ it ought not to be permitted to proceed 
a step farther ; but, according to the rules of the 
house, it ought to be withdrawn, and brought for- 
ward again in a shape more exactly conformable to 
the orders of the committee. 

7%e Speaker aUawed^ thai there teas, in this instance^ a step taken, 
contrary tp the orders of the house ; but that, however, ndgM be re« 
n^edied, if the house were unanmous m permitting the biU to go inio 
a committee, and then the oiffeetionable part mi^ be removed: hd 
if any member dissented to the commitment of the biUt the order tf 
tkekause muH be enforced, and the bitt withdrawn. JSuij however, 
ifUwas insiUed thai this bill Ounddpe withdrawn, the same lap^jM 
be presented again, and read a first and second time immediately otf 
the sanuf day, which would bring it to the same stage in which it was 
teforeUwas withdrawn, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt observed, that as the obfedions of the kmwr* 
able gentleman were not againtt the vrindpk oftht biU, he thoug^ 
that the removal of two words would pring it to the precise idea w&ch 
the honorable member had proposed; and if he would agree to per^ 
mit him to commit the bill, and it shoula appear that the matter 
ebttld not be rectified without a broach of order, he would conemi to 

withdraw it. 

■ t 

Mr. Sheridan replied^ that there most be more 
than two words altered ; und. desired the right li^Of* 
norable gentleman wculd inspect th6 biu more 
minutely. • 

voi*. I. I 
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Mr. Qrduddt he did pQt porweive tkai ike 4ir4m pfthe tfium 
fDm infringed tn/th^ WU uih^ fyid not yet Ua tianks Jifled t 
And 08 there ^jere no penalties in the billhefote thjt bt^nks were fi 
1$p, which emdd waft he done before it was eommiked, he ars 
thit nothing begiotd the titk had yet bun assumedbs thetom^ of 

hfr. ChanceOfflr Pitt ffrmed, tfyit stitt thfi bill did not exceed th^ 
limits allowed to it bv its tftte ; for it was not ecmmlsory on any man 
iaregisterhis eualificathn/lnUthe person qiudijwdhyfomirldwsj 
UA/ms optional in any other person not *so futdyiid to take out €&• 
cef^jor.ttfijfr^ i^ dma^d ijtothwkfrm atn^wkp^^ 
aluiujied* fba there pem a compulsory clause oif even/ n^an bfside^ 
tkfse oadUfiedas a6(flje, the observation of the honorable gentleman 
^ouUthMc its forcei dul m the present edse, there being na eneh 
on^fiMm^th^tmrnifiwitimiU^UmiiB. HeAmmtgedAe 
qf theJnUfor thfpsrposf of making thf ^m^idfientf 



Mr. Bheridan did not apprehend that th^ bill could 
well be altered by the comaiittee, in such a fhaimer 
as to bring it Wk regularly to the precise limits 
marked out by the resoluitioa of the committee of 
vraya and means, on which the hill was, or at least 
ought to have been founded ; and beyond the limits 
of which it could not be extended, without a vida^ 
tion of the form of proceeding, hitherto religiousiy 
observed by the house. 

Mr. ChaneeBor Pitt begged then to know what Was the honer- 
aUe gsntlemanYofifection to the MUin its present form; foTf hesaed. 
Ut^ally had npt attended to it. 

Mr« Sheridan replied, that he was really asto* 
nhdied at s^iich a question ; he never could have con- 
ceived that' a gentleman who hs^d taken so m^iqli 
E'ains to combat his objection, and to (ihew, that biy 
^vinfi" out a few words in one or two of the clauses, 
it mi^t be very easily removed, could afterwards 
istsk whs^l that very obiection was. His objec^a^ 
wets tiki/s, ^s he had already, stated, that the resoi- 
lutioa of the committee on ways and means on (bis 
bead, went no farther than to impose a tax on per- 
sons^ alfteady qualified by law tp kill game, on the 
w^iirteiring of thehr qualifications ; but the bill went 
agveait deal far&er, and extended the tax to a^ per* 
sons indiscriminately, wha should take out lieelise* 
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to flbmt This Was certamly a stretdi iAkde by thd 
fnmet 6f the bill, not^ warranti^d bV the resblti- 
iiOD ; Whitih had in its cont^mplatldh stM^iss exteiifled 
dt^scription of men, than were made objects of ifa^ 
bill. 

Ifft. Chanalb^ Piti, finding thai tht atd^ of the house was 
ii^pdMitheWl,9iM,ihiaifitwatvdtMrat^ itiathtitne tv&idi hi 
ha hefcre it could be presented again ; for though only two aUA< 
ations were to he maae in it, it must pe eopkd over again ;. md 
Aat could not he done iMs day, as the tnll consisted oftwmtjf'Sevpi 
sheets. 

Mn Sheiidaii, however, did not insist thbt the or- 
der shonld be enforced ; h^ convinced the *ight ho^ 
norable member, that though he had it in his power 
to throw oat this bill for that time, in spite of his ma- 
jority, still he would not oppose the commitment of 
the bill, which the right honorable gentleman had so 
much at heart ; he said, that if tio one else should in- 
sist upon the order being enforced^ he woald witii- 
draw his opposition. 

Mr. Chmcdlolr Piti retUmgd him ikkfOts fdr Ins d^sta^hsion. 
The biU ioas tkenmttU to tke eomnUttee, where it wSaifso akered, d» 
to he made conformable to the resohdion €f ways and means, to 
iohich it had a reference. When the house was resumed, the or^ 
detof the day fdr going into u wmimtiei (fn the hat duty bUl was 
f^ad. 

Mr. Sheridan theti obsliiVed, that thd tai to b^ 
paid on license!^, by persons eStercisiiig tlie tradd of 
mt-makiiig', would, h^ apprehended, greattly redtiiie 
the duty on the mannfactute ; as it wdiild diM^6u?^ 
irtige many persons in the country to^ns and rillageS 
from making hate. There were a great n^any poor 
hfttters in tire country, wh6 Kred principially by jout- 
teey work, but occasiouaH^ made halts on their dwrif 
account for their neighbours ; and this- circumstancei 
would subject him to the necessity of taking out tf 
license, at a price which, in his opinion, was mucti 
too high. Jii many villages in Stafibrdshfre, h0 
knew that hat-makers rented smatU houses, at thef 
viery low rents of from thirty to thirty-five and forfej^ 
shillings a year; now, a tax of^ ten shilHngsr for a li- 
cense, being eqtial to^^ fourth of their rent, watf 

I 2 
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certainly too high. . With respect to the hat-makers 
of Lpnaopi b^ would say^ nothing j they were, per- 
haps, able to bear it without any. inconvenience ; but 
With respect to those in the country towns and vil- 
lages, he should propose that the tax for the license 
should be reduced one half; so that in country 
towns it should be ten shillitigs, and in villages five 
shillings. 

Mr. Steek said the honorable memSer^i propotal was not unrea" 
sonahU; and the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not mean to 
oppose it. 

The biU then went itito a eommittee, where Mr. Sheridan's altera* 
tionofthftax was admitted* The house was then resumed, an4 
adjourned. 



August 13. 

GAME aUALLFICATIONS/ 

The report of the conamttu hamng been brought up, and read a 
first time, 

Mr. Sheridan rose, and re-stated some of his 
former objections; admitting, however, that the bill 
had been so altered and modified in the committee, 
that it no longer exceeded the limits prescribed for, 
it by the resolution, under the authority of which it 
had been introduced into the house. Mr. Sheridan 
admitted also, that the bill would not add to the se- 
vere and oppressive tendency of the game laws ; on 
the contrary, he said, it would be a nugatory act, 
and extremely unproductive. He contended, that 
none but poadiers would derive anv benefit from it; 
and stated, in a ludicrous way, the circumstances 
that might be produced in consequence of such a 
biirs passing mto a law; declaring, that a g^eat va- 
riety of persons otherwise qualified, than merely in 
right of property, would not take out any license. — 
Upon the whole consideration of the present bill, 
am of the extraordinary abilities of the right honors 
able gentleman, under whose direction it was drawn, 
it was.plain, he said, that it was utterly impossible, 
to frame a rational system of game laws ; indeed^. 
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tbere never yet had pasi^ed a bill relative to game, 
and he was convinced there never would pass one, 
that was not irreconcileable either to common sens^ 
or common justice. 

' Mr. Chancellor Pitt took credit to hinuelf^for having been able, 
m tht committee^ to have met two of the honorable gentleman' g prin^ 
eipal objections, and to hare smmounted them both, viz. the objection 
stated on Thursday by Mr, Sheridan, that the hill exceeded the 
powers granted by the resolution, ordering it to be brought in, and 
the obfection against it, as tending to add to the harsh ^ect of the 
game laws. 

Mr. Sheridan rose once more; and Alderman 
Newnham also spoke upon the subject; after which 
the amendments were read through a second time; 
and having been agreed to, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he meant to make a motion on 
a subject which, advanced as the session was, there 
must, nevertheless, be some conversation about^ be- 
fore parliament rose. He meant the account pro- 
duced to the house when the civil list was under con-, 
sideration, which stated, that the arrear upon the last 
year amounted to 44,000/. This account Mr. She- 
ridan declared to be fallacious, and ill founded. He 
said, the expenses of the civil list did not come with- 
in his department when in office; and therefore^ 
when the matter was last agitated, he was perfectly 
ignorant of the real state of the case ; he had since 
enquired particularly into the matter, and he fouod 
the fact to be as he had stated it. . The nature of the 
fallacy, he said, was this : — the account was made 
out so as to exhibit, on one side, the actual expendi- 
ture upon each quai;ter,; and to set against it only the . 
amount of the quarter's division of the 900,000/. 
allotted for the c^vil lii^t ; whereas, it ought also to 
state on the side ofthe receipt, all the sums that came 
in aid of the civil list,, which would^ of course, go to 
the diminution ofthe excess of expenditure. There 
was|, Mr. Sjberidan said, the sum of 10,900/. which 
fell into the first quarter of the year, when his right 
konorable friend was in office, and that ought to 
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have been sft agaipst the excess of 13^000?. apoa 
the expenditure o^ that quarter. Mr. Sheridan 
inoved, << That an abMract of the account of the civil. 
list be printed/* 

TMsvrodueedm aliercaiim upon (he ml^eibdtwun Mfm Slmu 
doHp Mr, Rate, Mr. Steele^ ana the. ChanceUor rf the JExche^pur^ 
Mr. Sheridan perjritiing in hUpontion ; amd the three last genfkm. 
men denying tiai thete was any fallacy, i^ the case, Mr. Pitt saut^ 
he should Se glad ta have a liUlp conversalien, taith Mr. Box. upon 
the sHhfect. To which Mr. Sheridafs repUed, that he certmtsfy fl^^ 
Aa«e that pleasure, as hi» right honorable friend would be gremi 
when the matter came under discussion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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CIVIL MST. 

A$ soon as the huimess of the dakf was gone through, 
Mr. Sheridan rose, and began with obsepving^ 
that he feared he had given unnecessary trouble m^ 
moving for so many papers ; because, as those papers 
had not been upon the table more than an hour, it 
had been impossible for gentlemen in general to 
have derived much information from them. At the 
same time that he made this remark, he said he was 
ready to declare, that he had himself obtained a de- 
gree of information from them sufficient for his ar- 
gument ; and before he went into it, he begged leave, 
to say, that he had not moved for the papers to be 
laid before the house, or put gentlemen to the incon- 
venience of attending that day, solely with av view to 
support the assertion made some time since by his 
right honorable friend, and attempted to be refuted 
by a right honorable gentleman opposite to him ; but 
chie6y in ordfer to bring: the state of the civil list, 
and the naturd of the estimajLe upon th^ table, 
into consideration^ thstt the house' might be, apprisea. 
of the manner in whi(;h' the accojaqt had be.en lai^ 
before parliament, and of what the disbt of the. civil 
list really was, as Well ai^ oftfae periods ip ^hich the. 
arrear had accrued. Hivilig said thiSj^ |Kfr, filheri*^. 



cbn product Mr. Bifrke*9 bill, and r efsd fbe titl<^ 
uhA fnreamble, ib ord^r to shew, that dtie of its prhl* 
cipal obj^ts was to prevent tJie ciVTl lidt from ran* 
ning in debt^ and to put a stop to th6 pracitice of Mi- 
nisters^ coming down to the Hoase of domtxions year 
after year, t^ state that BKs Majesty V ciViV list was 
in debt^ a^fid to desire a vote of money to pay the 
debt He also read the Kiiig^s late messkge, stat* 
ing, that he was conoemed to fiild himself in debt ; 
and he compared it with that part of the royidspeecH 
from the throne, at the begihniilg of the seSRsion of 
parliament 1788 and 1783, in Which His Majest>p^ a9- 
stivei parliament, that hie had made such regulations, 
with regard to his civii list, as should for the fnture 
prevent his expenses exceeding his income. Upon 
these docttment9, he rea^ned to she\f, that the ad; of 
parliament, commonly call^ Mr. Bui^ke*s bill, and 
the royal word from the throne, had bteeh viblatfed^ 
by the minister's having lately come to the house 
with the message, to which he had allddedvand ob« 
tained a vote for 60,000/; He stated, that the j>ro- 
ceeding had been extremely reprehensible and im- 

E roper ; because, if Mr. Biirke*s bill had provfed to 
fe inefficient and inadequate, iVith respect' to one of 
its principal objects, viz. the preventing the civil list 
from going into arrears, the regular and' the' right 
way would'have been, to have nioved- for leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the act^and'to Have giveii 
mch, an addition^ to the^civii list asi exjieri^nce' should 
have pi^v^d was absolutely nece^saryi 

Mr. ^heridkh next called^ thef house back to the 
recolteefioil of what had- ]^^edon the day when the 
right) honoraU^ g^iitlemata appositi^ to1i1m'H&d stated^ 
trat upon the' four last' qdatterS of ^he civil list^ tHer^ 
had betrnan arrear of 44;000/; This he hkd, at tf^ 
tfrne^: controverted',* and he had sitide^ nfta^^ agood 
deal of inquiry' intof fhd trt^^ state of' the afiair, and 
be flattered bimself^e should' be able t<y p^bve, that 
tbe diebt^ when the' right hbiibrable gehUeiiniitn had 
arified^fer^ttte ii±ty tMimmd potihds^ Wks not forty 
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The order of the iau being far the kftue if rem/m the emndera* 
tian of fhia bunnees, the RiglU tim. WUbore Ellis moved, ** tha it 
memrbig to this house that Thomas CorbeH, Bij. High MM^ for 
medly of Westminster, hanhtgreoeistdafreoeptfrm^meriffs 
of MtddU$exforeUeting two eUizena tdtsermmmmiament/orth^ 
said city ; and having taken andjinally closed, tfypppU (m> the 11th 
of May last, being tJ^ day next before the day of the return of the 
isid ulfit, be now dxteetedforthwim to Make aretiern'ofhsspreckpt 
^.memkre chosen in pursuance of it." This w^ opmted 2y Edord 
Muigrase, Mk Bemfroft, andtis Master of thaJfOU (Si^ Lis^ 
Ketiyon.) 

Mr. SHXRiBAir.seplied to difleMnt^rgument^ 
adverse to ike motion^, that had' Mien from Mt« 
Bearcrbft^ L«rd;Mul|^v«, tha Haaler of the Rolls^ 
and other speakers, lie bc^gan with dbserving^diHjk 
they had that dfaaty been honored with the eouneils 
of a eomplete grasdation of lanrvers*; they had x^* 
eeived'the opinion of a. jndjifey oft an afttomeyrgene^ 
Dal in petto, of an ex^attorney*geii^er»U and of a 
practising banrister. The enooniiatns passed on-hKi 
right, honorable friend by okie learned^ gentlemaii 
(Mr. Btearcroft) xiwre so appUoab}^, tfaitt when the 
learned gentleman added; that; besides hi» othet 
great and- shining talents, his; rigfatthonerabte friend 
stood distinguished f6r his boldness and candoor, iw 
his quicknBsS'of dtscemckiefit'aqd gDodfseiiSej erery 
body who knew his right honorabfe* flriebd^tiibu^t 
tiie learned gentleman had really fabQirsueaesslaliB 
his descriptionv anddnvwn a just portrait ;; but when 
the learned gendeman aifterwaids stated^* at>the 
time diat his right honorable friends professed most 
candour he was then mbst daHgeroos^ and tfaaii he 
was to be the least trusted when he wished to Iflnm^ 
himself intoUher arms' of the houses tha leamisd.gi^- 
tleman completely dfd^ away the^ r^etnbianeej * and 
proved that ne was wholly unacquainted* with die' 
true character of his rij^ht honorable friend, who was 
not more remarkable lor his splendid abilities tham 
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lor the genuine liberalUy and oaaiBSBeted cmA» df 
bis mindy and the manly* direct, and open condact 
that he had ever pai:9ued. Had the learned geni» 
tleman's statement been correctt bis panegyric 
would have proved a satire, and it must have Men 
understood, that when he talked of his right honen* 
ble friend's boldness, he meant his craft ; and when 
he mentioned his candor, he designed to charge him 
with hypocrisy. It was not from such vma as hia 
right honorable friend that danger w.aa to bedreaded. 
If the wolf wasrtobe fenared, roe learaedt^endeman | 
might i;est assored it would he the wel^ in dkeep*6 \ 
clothing, the mask^ pretender to patriotism; It ,' 
was^ not from the fang af the lj#n, but from the teoth \ 
of the serpent<^-that reptile which insidiously steals ! 
upon the vitals of the constitttti^n^ and gpawA k to \ 
the heart, ere the mischief is suspeeted, 4hat de^ \ 
struction wae t0 be fearedi.^ With regfkfd tetbe ac« ^ 
(]gusitipn af a learned gentleman, who bad deebired 
he meant to vote with them that day,, be was sorry 
tp acknowledge, that from the declaration the learned 
gentleman haid made in ttie bejginning of his speech, 
hpsaw ao great reason to boast of their auxiliary. 
The, learned gentleman, who had with peculiar, 
mqdesty stiled himself a. chicken lawyer, had de- 
clared that, thinking them in the right with respect 
to the. subject, of that dav's discussion, he should 
vxite with them; buthe haaat thesamettme thought 
it neceosivry to af^tert, that he had never before 
v<oted difl^rently from the minister and his friends,, 
and perhaps t he neveil should again vote with those' 
to wnom be meant to g^ve his support tliat day.. Iti 
was, Mv. Sheridan ramanrked, a little singular to 
vate wilh' them, professedly, because the liewmed! 
gentleman, found them^ to be in the right; and in^ 
the very moment that he bad assigned so good: a 
reason for> changing his side, to de^are, that in all 
probabilityf he neyeip should vote with* them agaiti. 
Ue. wafrsonry, he said# tO: find the cbioken was. t^ i 
lyrd^of ilLonusn, mA tb^ its augury was-.so unpto* ^ 
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pitidQS to their future interests. Perhaps it would 
have been as well, under these circumstances^, that 
the chicken had not left the barn-door of the trea- 
sury, but continued, side by side, with the old cock, 
to pick those crumbs of comfort, which would, 
doubtless, be dealt out in due time with a liberality, 
proportioned to the fidelity of the feathered tribe: 
Mr. Sheridan very happily introduced an elegant 
latin quotation, which he addressed to Mr. Taylor, 
in this part of his speech. 

liast year, Mr. Sheridan observed, the whole of 
the ouestion relative to'the scrutiny depended upon 
the nigh bailiff's conscience, which, it was con* 
tended, he ought to have time to satisfy ; whereas 
this year it was evident he had no conscience, at 
leas* none in his own keeping, for he had delivered 
it over to his assessor, as to a jury* This was the 
first time^ Mr. Sheridan said, that be had ever he;ard 
of a man's conscience being to be satisfied through 
[the sensations of another. He had always hereto- 
fore thought that the consdence saw with its own 
eyes, and was affected by its own organs; that con-, 
science was the only thing one could not hear by 
poxy ; no letter of attorney would be of use to it j 
it was that which decided for itself, and would by" 
no means admit of another's judgment to decide 
for it. As the high bailiff's Conscience, therefore, 
had now been proved to be made of transferable 
stuff, he hoped it would no longer stand in the way 
of the house's justice, but that they would exercise 
that discretion wisely, which they had, in his opi- 
nion, exercised most unwisely last year ; and Would 
put an end to that miserable, absurd, an^ oppressive 
institution, the Westminster scrutiny. A noble lord, 
he took notice, had early in the deoate said, that it • 
was a false idea that our constitution was injured^ 
by the absence of two or more members from that 
house ; but that the fact was, the constitution re- 
quired that no members should be illegally re* 
strained from attending their duty there. This 
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doctrine, Mr. Sheridan said, he was persuaded, was 
ill foanded ; and he believed he could convince the 
noble lord that it was so. In case of death, which, 
thoug'h an insurmountable restraint, was certainly 
not an illegal one, what sort of language did the 
Speaker's warrant hold ? Let the noble lord attend 
to the expression, and then ask himself if he was 
not mistaken. '^Mr. Sheridan here read those words, 
wherein the warrant assigns, as a reason for its being 
issued, the extreme necessity that the house of po« 
]^ar representation should be full and compliete, 
when the business of the king and his people, the 
church and state, are to be agitated^ '^ 

There had fallen an expression from the noble 
lord which appeared to him, Mr. Sheridan said, to 
be vei'y extraordinary ; and that was^ in mentioning 
Mr. Grenville's bill, (to whichj by. the bje, the 
noble lord had paid no great compliment) he had 
talked of its having surmounted the opposition of 
the noble lord in the blue riband, notwithstanding 
all his influence as a minister. This reminded him 
of a most insulting sarcasm, aimed at the noble lord 
in the blue ribaim a few days since, by the right 
honorable gentleman opposite to him, which had 
not a little surprised him ; he meant, when talking 
of the terms ^* as a man and a minister,'' the right 
honorable gentleman had alluded to the influence of 
a minister^ in lofty language ; declaring that he never 
nsed any but the honest influence of his abilities, 
and the services he might do his country ; though he 
chose, at the same time, in terms of sarcastic insult^, 
to suggest that the noble lord in the blue riband. had 
used tne influence of bribery and corruption only ^ 
when he was minister. At tl^e time this was said, 
Mr. Sheridan declared,, hd looked over to the trea-^ 
8ury bench to see hpw somOi of those felt who satr 
nearest the right honorable gentleman, who had for- 
merly been in the councils of the noble< lord in the 
blue ribands had shared his confidence, and who con- 
sequently must have borne a part in the sarcasm, 



136 [fjbb. Pf 

had it applied to the nobte loid. Peihaps the other 
noble lord had this day introduced the words '^ as a 
minister/' merely that he might add to them faifr 
declaration that the noble loitl in the bine riband 
had used no other influence as a minister^ than tht 
fair influence of his own character and abilities ; 
meaning at the same time that the remark was a 
compliment, that it should also serve to wipe off 
the.iwircasm of the right honorable gentleman from 
those of the noble loral's former friends, who were 
at this time so faithfully attached, for no corrupt 
motive doubtless, to the right honorable gentleman. 
Mr. Sheridan next took notice of Lord Mnl»ave's 
declaration, that Sir Cecil Wray was an honest, 
plain man, who had no view but a seat in parlia- 
ment. If that was the case, what was Lord Hood, 
who had shewn by his conduct that he was not very 
desirous of a seat there? Mr. Sheridan commented 
on the stranffe conduct of a man of Lord Itood's 
character, wno certainly should a«t for himself, and 
be above condescending to be the tool of any set of 
men whatever. He took xiccasion also to pronounce 
a panegyric on Mr. Hargrave ; and spoke of him in 
the most handsome terms. He said, he had no 
doubt in his own mind but that Mr. Corbett was 
bound by the act of 10 and 11 William, and that it 
was a miserable shift in those who pretended that 
he did not comewUhin the uMwrning of that act, be* 
cause in its clauses mention was made generally of 
mayors, bailifis^ under-sherifb, 8kc. He spoke of 
the absurdities and inconveniences that were Ukely 
to arise from a frequent change of assessors. At 
present the votes at St. Anne's had been decided 
upon by mles and principles laid down by Mr. 
Hargrave; wbiist votes exactly similarly eircum- 
stanrad, had been decided up6n by Mr. Murphy in 
St. Martin's parisb, on dinerent principles. 1^ 
what they knew the high bailifi^ might again change 
bis assessor; pei4iaps he might put hisconscience 
in cominiaHon^ and deUver it mto the heads ;of three 
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ftttomiM. He eemplaiaed ofwtiie •Gmttny on a ▼«<» 
ri^y of difiereot grounds; md mid die paying <Hr the 
witneases influenced, their testimony. The noble 
lord had ccnb) pared it to tiie payment of witnesses 
in courts <^ jastioe, whereas no two things conld be 
more wide and distinct. In the one case, that df 
the acrvtiny, thene was no po\mr to punish falso 
testimony; ia the courts of justice the witnesses 
gave evidence upon, their oath, in the ikoe of a 
eourt oon^eteat to punidi them, and liable to in«< 
dietment &r peijury.*^ In like manner, was the 
Westminster election to go before a committee of 
that house ; it would go before a competent tribunal, 
before a tribunal amed with the proper powers to 
enforce attendance^ and insure dispatch; whereas 
the high bailiff's court, as it was called, could do 
neither ; it Was the greatest burlesque of a! court 
that ever was heard of, and a downr^ht mockery 
of justice. Mr. Sheridan said, if they w^re to go 
on, and that hou9e was to be persuaded to authorise 
a continuance of the scmtiny, new delusions must 
be found out to induce the house to come into a 
measure, that all the world would consider as a mea«> 
sure of ministerial tyranny. He trusted, however, 
4^at the house would seie die matter in a very dif* 
ferent light fropi that in which they saw it last year. 
They had thm but just come from their elections.; 
and their minds were i^tated and inflamed with 
the clatni^ that had been artfully raised against the 
India bili. The case was now somewhat different; 
menNs minds we«e cooler ; they no longer looked 
at his honorable friend^s conduct tmoiigh the 
optics of prejudice. They had revived th^ re^* 
CQllection of his steady adherence to the cause 
oftheneople, and the pause of liberty. They ad« 
mired his constant esiertion in support of the con- 
stitution } and they wished he should be rescued 
fVem a persecution, as disg^racefol to those who in-* 
•taMed it/ aa it was ?e»itieus and oppressive to 
hiiiii' JSkSare he sat down» tUt. SlMridan said, he 
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would address a few %ords to the right honorable 
gentleman opposite to him^ not as a minister, bnt 
as a member of parliament, a friend to parlia- 
mentary reform, a point of view in which he 
was happy to consider him ; he therefore wished 
to recommend to him something like a consistency 
of conduct. When the right honorable gentleman 
first declared his intenticm of putting himself at the 
head of the friends to reform, Mr. Sheridan said, 
he felt great pleasure, considering it as a most va- 
luable acquisition of weight, authority, and strength. 
He entertained the same opinion of him in regard 
to reform, as ever; he had never doubted his sin- 
cerity; and he declared he' spoke most seriously, 
when he assured him, he gave him his entire con- 
fidence in that respect ; a gift, perhaps, which the 
right honorable gentleman might hold cheap^ but 
he must permit him to tell him, that the nonest 
confidence of one sincere and anxious friend of re- 
form, though as humble and insig^nificant an indi- 
vidual as himself, was worth all the rotten support 
of a whole herd of flatterers and followers, attacned 
only by their present interests, and ready to change 
with the first change of circumstances. Let himt 
recommend it, therefore, to the right honorable 
gentleman, to preserve a consistency of conduct ; 
and not while he was talking of purifying the reprcr 
sentaiion of that house in general, to suffer so large 
a city as Westminster to stand disfranchised, and 
deprived of its right to representation, without hav- 
ing committed any one offence that merited, or in 
any sort justified so severe a punishment. How 
would the right hon. gentleman have liked, as he 
drove throu&^h the streets of that disfranchised city, 
a few days hence, in his way to the house, to hear 
the people cry out ** There goes the Minister, who 
in his liberality is this day to give one hundred ad*, 
ditional members to counties, and denies thi^ city; 
its legal and constitutional privilege of two re^re*- 
sentatives !'^ Let the right hpnorable gentlezpan 
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fivoid thw, by joining him that day in support of 
the ariginal question, and let not the electors of 
Westminster again undergo what they underwent 
last year, the unconstitutional violence of being 
taxed while they were deprived of their represen- 
tatives; and of having the money taken out of their 
pockets without their consent, which he could not 
consider otherwise than as monstrous an infringement 
of the principles of the constitution, as could pos- 
sibly be committed. He hoped, therefore, the right 
honorable gentleman would be one of the fore- 
most in support of the question first moved ; and 
when he urged his anxiety to prevail upon him to 
lend the question his support, he really spoke not 
as a party man. (A loud laugh.) Mr. Sheridan 
repeated what he had said, and declared he was 
actuated by no feelings of political party in his con- 
duct that day. As a party -man, he should be ready 
to exclaim, " Long live the scrutiny !" Every friend 
to his connections, actuated solely by views of party, 
must wish the scrutiny to go on. The right honor- 
able gentleman would find he was right in what 
he said, if that house could be persuaded, which he 
trusted would not be possible, to do so absurd, and 
so unjust a thing, as not to order the High Bailiff 
to make an immediate return of the writ. In that 
case, the right honorable gentleman would find the 
scrutiny would entangle him in every step he took ; it 
would De perpetually in his way, and would sooner 
or later throw him down. The scrape he had got 
into, his friends were sorry to see ; and, to his know- 
ledge, heartily wished him out of. Let the right 
honorable gentleman recollect, the path of recant- 
ation was not a new one to him ; he had trod that 
Eath more than once. (Mr. Pitt said, across the 
ouse, in what, or when?) Mr. Sheridan answered, 
last year ; when the coal-tax was given up ; when 
the price at which the navy bills were to be paid 
off by the subscribers was altered ; the right honor- 
able gentleman having at the same time declared, 

VOL. I. K 
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that he gave up that to clamour which he had be« 
fore obstinately refused to reason and justice. He 
had conceded, in that instance, and upon a wretched 
plea; be might also be said to have retracted in 
regard to his India bill ; for there certainly could 
not be a bill more unlike the one he had opened, 
than the right honorable gentleman's East India 
bill of the last year was, when* it passed. Having 
said this, Mr. Sheridan once more pressed the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to accompany him in 
leading the house out of its error ; let them all tread 
back the mistaken road they had taken ; and if the 
right hon. gentleman would put oqt his power as 
a Minister, and lend them the strength of his argu- 
ments as a man, he said, he would answer for it, 
they would honestly meet him, and be sure to carry 
their point. 

The motion was negatived by a majority of 39 ; and thefollowr 
ing amendment^ proposed by Lord Midgrave, carried, ** That the 
Speaker do acquaint the High Bailiffs first, that he is not pre* 
ciude^l^ by the resolution of this house, communicated, to him on the 
Sth of June last, from making a return whenever he shall be satined 
in his own Judgment that he can so do. And, secondly, that this 
house is not satisfied that the scrutiny has been proceeded in as expe- 
ditiously as it might have been, — That it is his duty to adopt, and 
enforce such just and reasonable reflations, as shall appear to him 
most likely to prevent unnecessary delay in future i—that he is not 
precluded from so doing by want of consent in either party ; and 
that he may be assured of the support of this house in the discharge 
of his duty,"* 



February 17. 

WBTJiC ACCOUNTS. 



Mr. Pitt moved for leave to bring in a bill, for beitet* examining 
and auditing the public accounts of the kingdom. 

Mr* Sheridan rose to state to the right honor* 
able gentleman that he was mistaken in a particular 
fact. The book he had alluded to was not an 
authentic voucher, prepared at the instance of the 
Treasury j but the private memorandum-book of an 
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indmdaal. Mr. Sheridan reminded Mr* Pitt of 
what had at the time passed in debate on the sub- 
ject of that book» and of the am^endment that had 
been moved, changing the words of the original 
motion in two places ; in one, the words, " It ap- 
pears to this hoiisfe," were changed to " This house 
having reason to believe;'* and in the other, the 
words ♦* amounting in the whole to forty-seven mil- 
lions," were changed to " large sums of money." 

Mr. Pitt admitted Mr. Sheridan was correct, and that he, Mr. 
Pitt, had erred in what he before said. 



February 18. 

WESTMINSTER SCRUTINY. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick acquainted the house, that he had in his hand 
a petition from the electors of Westminster, praying to he heard bp 
counsel at the bar, in defence of their just rights and privileges, ana 
to state new facts which they were not apprised of at the time of 
presenting their former petition. He stated the variety of diffi- 
culties and disadvantages they labored under ; and that they con- 
ceived one great reason of the scrutiny being continued, was owing 
to the evidence which was adduced at the bar some days since biing 
incompetent and defective. He desired the house to call to its recoT- 
lection, that particular stress was laid, in a former debate, on Mr. 
Fox being shy of going into the parishes of St. Margaret and Stn 
John. Since that debate, a fact had came out, which very much 
engaged the attention of the public, and which he conceived would 
surprise the house, wlten he came to relate^ that the High Bailijff] 
the next day of meeting, aftet* he received his new orders, in the pre- 
sence of some hundreds of electors, and before several members of 
parliament, openly declared, and authorisek them to state, " that 
an offer was made by the counsel for Mr. Fox, whilst in the parish 
of St. Anne, to go next into the parishes of St. Margaret and St. 
John ; which proposition was refused by the counsel of Sir Cecil 
Wrayr Therefore, whenevtr evidence of that fact was produced at 
their bar, he trusted they would put an end to so destructive a mea- 
*sure as the scrutiny: which was carrying en contrary to law or 
justice. In order to shew that he had not stated the petition falsely , 
he begged leave to read it ; which he did as follows : — 

" TO THR HONORABLE THE HOUSE OF COMMON?..^ 

** The humble petition of the persons, whose names are subscribed, in 
behalf of themselves, and several thousand electors. 

** That your petitioners, understanding that a motion had been 
made in tins honorable house, relative to the election for Westminsta\ 

k2 
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imd that the High Bailiff of this dty^ and his two assessors, had 
heen ordered to attend, abstained from desiring this honorable house 
to permit them to offer (tny evidence relative to the scrutiny carried 
on for Westminster, or to be heard by their counsel in support of 
their fights. 

" That your petitioners have notv reason to believe, that the evi- 
dence given at t/ie bar of this honorable house, was defective and 
incompetent ; and that farther material evidence may be laid before 
this honorable house, touching the said scnitiny. 

*' Your petitioners, thtreforef humbly pray this honorable h^ntse, 
that they may be permitted to produce such evidence, and to be 
heard by their counsel at the bar of this honorable housed 

Mr. Sheridan stated the propriety of the pe- 
tition, and that the evidence meant to be adduced 
could not be given before. The petition was 
couched in decent terms, and therefore, he pre- 
sumed, might be heard ; for he trusted no person 
would lay down the doctrine, that the proceeding of 
parliament was not liable to be arraigned. 

The motion was agreed to. 



Februabt 21. 
WESTMINSTER SCRUTINY. 

The order of the day for heating counsel on behalf of the electors 
of Westminster, in support of thtir petition was moved and read. 
Colonel Fitzpatrick then moved ** That the counsel be now called in,*^ 
but before the question could be put on this motion. Lord Frederic 
Campbell moved an amendment, adding, ^* that the counsel be re-- 
strained ftom going into any matters out such as tend to prove the 
evidence offered at the bar of this house on the 9th ; — defective and 
ittcomplete; — or such other matters as may have been discovered since 
the order of the house of the same date.^* 

Mr. Sheridan was of opinion, that the noble 
lord's amendment would lead the house into a greater 
inconsistency than that from which he would be 
thought desirous to guard it ; for the house having 
received, and caused to be read, a petition from 
some electors of Westminster, and ordered that 
they should have leave to be he^rd by their counsel in 
support of the same, the noble lord wanted to per- 
suade gentlemen to make the house in the present, 
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reject what ih the former it had adopted and 
ordered. This would be an inconsistency the more 
inexcusable, as there was not so much as a sitigle 
argument advanced that could give a colour to such 
a proceeding. This petition, on which the electors 
wished to be heard, had no necessary connection 
with any other ; and therefore it was a most curious 
circumstance, that, for fear, any thing should be 
said about another petition, wrth which the present 
was unconnected, the counsel were to be restrained 
from speaking in support of the allegations of their 
clients, who had already received the leave of the 
house to plead their cause by proxy ; but if their 
proxy was to be restrained from pleading in support 
of the petition, for what purpose could leave have 
been ffiven. The petition was far from being disre- 
spectuil; for though the electors complained that 
they were deprived of their representations, they 
said they had paid their share of the taxes that had 
bciSn imposed by a parliament in which they were 
not represented. In order to throw ridicule upon 
the amendment, he moved an amendment upon it, 
so that the amended amendment would run thus : 
"and that they be restrained from going into any 
matter not contained in the said petition, in support 
of which the petitioners had prayed, and obtained 
leave of the house to be heard by their counsel." 

Mr. Sheridan afterwards defended his amend* 
ment, and contended that the prayer of the petition 
was not absolutely to order the high bailiff to make 
a return, but to take measures by which that object 
might be attained. If the house were so tenacious 
of consistencies, and that the high bailiff stood so 
much upon his oath, the house need only take away 
his discretion ; they might vnthdraw that authority 
under which he conceived himself to act, and accept 
his return. This would sufficiently remove all the 
objections on the score of the high bailiff's con*, 
science. 

After this questi&n was put, on Lard F* CampheWs amendment. 
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^e» 203; nce$ 145. Mr. ErMne and Mr. Pigott being then 
coiled to the bar, the farmer addressed himself to the wpeaker. 

« Sir, 

** As my teamed friend and I cannot submit to the restraint which 
the House, in its toisdom, has been pleased to impose upon us, with- 
out departing from the positive instructi^ of the electors of West- 
minster, whose rights, under (he law, we were engaged and prepared 
as lawyers, to assert and support, we must beg leave to withdraw 
ourselves from the bar.'* 

They accordingly retired. ' The high bailiff was then called to 
the bar; and after an examination and further debate, it was decided 
by a nuffority of nine to continue the scrutiny. 



March 4. 
OFFICE REFORM BTLI^. 

Upon the question " That this bUl be engrossed," 

Mr. Sheridan rose and said, he had no objec* 
tionto the motion, nor to let the bill go to the tnird 
reading, wh^n he flattered himself he should be 
able — certainly not to con lfe iiS c the right honorable 
gentleman, bnt — to shew him that the present bill 
was absohitely and entirely unnecessary; because 
the Board of Treasury had all the powers the bill 
' proposed to invest in commissioners vested in them 
already. Mr. Sheridan said, the minute of the 
Treasury which he had moved would, he trusted^ 
bear him out in this assertion ; but as it was not pre- 
sented before Friday last, he really had not time to 
read it with sufficient attention to speak upon it at 
that moment ; but he was pretty confident it was 
sufficient ground for him to stand on. At present^ 
if he objected at all to the report, he should have< 
moved, by way of amendment, to leave out the 
names of the commissioners, and to insert^ in their 
Stead, the names of the lords of the Treasuiy^ 
But not seeing any particular reason to press the 
debate then, he would let the bill be made as good 
a bill as it possibly could be; and then, in its per- 
fect state, argue against its principle. Mr. Sheri- 
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dan said farther, that the same argdmeiit that ap- 
plied in objection to the former bill, applied in 
objection to the present. That objection had been 
used in the other hoase, where, when the former 
bill bad been thrown out, complaint had been made 
of its being left to them to do dirty work, and to 
throw out a popular bill. Mr. Sheridan added, that 
the former bill had certainly been a bill the most 
nonsensical^ absurd, and ridiculous, that ever was 
framed, and the authors of it had been heartily 
ashamed of it* 



March 8. 
OFFICE REFOKM BII.I<. 

The crdtr of the doy, thai this bill be read a third time, wa$ 
moved andread. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to make good his assertions 
of the preceding day, relative to there being no 
necessity for any such bill ; as the board of treasury 
already possessed full powers to do every things 
which the bill avowed for its object. He began by 
observing, that it was not the same bill as that of a 
former session, since at least four-fifths of the for- 
mer bill were not in the present. He then stated, 
the minute of *the board of treasury in Lord Shel- 
burners administration ; and reasoned upon it as a 

Eroof that an inquiry, similar to that proposed to 
e instituted by the bill, had been gfone into. He 
quoted the minute of the board of treasury like- 
wise in the Duke of Portland's administration* to 
prove that they had also ordered a similar inquiry. 
He next examined the qualifications of two of the 
three commissioners named in the new bill; and 
urged the absurdity of appointing comptrollers of 
army accounts to reform the treasury ; to the con- 
trol of which they ^ were themselves subject. He 
said, he supposed the appointment of two such per- 
sons to the commission was for the sake of fair play i 
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and that as the treasury had some time since re- 
formed the comptrollers of army accounts, that they 
should now in their turn be permitted to reform the 
treasury* He dwelt on this for some time; and 
then went into a minute examination of the bill^ 
clause by clause ; arguing upon each, both in re- 
gard to the wording, the expression, and the style.; 
and with regard to the necessity, expediency, and 
policy of the several provisos^^ He charged the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with having shewn 
himself remarkably inattentive to the drawing of 
public bills ; and said, he expected he would soon 
oring in a sweeping bill, to amend and explain 
every one of the revenue acts of the last session. 
The loose, careless, and unintelligible manner, in 
which they were, almost every one of them, drawn^ 
had excited the contempt of the whole country. 
Accuracy of stile, and intelligence of expression were, 
he said^ as necessary parts of an act of parliament, 
as the soundness of its principle; and the salutary 
effects of its operation. He pointed out the extra- 
vagant powers given to the commissioners by the 
clause that enabled them to send for persons, and 
examine them, when and where they pleased. He 
said, under such a boundless and unlimited autho<> 
rity, they might send for the right honorable gentle- 
man opposite to him, or for the Speaker, to Bright-* 
helmstone, or any other watering-plaee, and order 
them to bring all their papers with them. He said, 
he was aware that he was stating the case largely ; 
but in considering a bill of that nature, he had a 
rig^ht to argue it in the extreme ; and to shew to 
what an extent of absurdity, oppression, and in- 
justice the letter of the bill went. After putting a 
variety of hypothetical cases, in order to present 
the defects of the bill the more glaringly, he said^ 
it was not out of his recollection that, in answer to 
all he had urged, it might be said, the same powers 
were already given by an existing act of parliament,; 
•—the act instituting the commissioners of the public 
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accounts ; but he begged leave to shew that the act 
appoint! og commissioners of accounts, differed in 
some essential points from the present bill. In the 
first place, the commissioners of accounts had been 
loudly called for from all parts of the kingdom ;-^ 
an extraordinary and momentous occasion made it 
indispensably necessary. One hundred and fifty 
millions had been added to the national debt ; and 
the people demanded an investigation into the ex- 
penditure of so enormous a sum of the public 
money. That investigation could not be gone on 
ivith so well in any other hands^ as in those of com- 
missioners especially appointed for the purpose ;— • 
Here then was a great necessity for appointing 
commissioners ; and for entrusting them with powers 
of an extraordinary nature; — a necessity that justi- 
fied the measure. In the present case, there was 
no such necessity; the object was of little consi- 
deration ; and the board of Treasury was fully equal 
to it. The bill, in fact, had no great view worthy the 
means it authorised ; it was a rat-catching bill, in- 
stituted for the purpose of prying into vermin 
abuses. Again, the commissioners of accounts were 
men in no official situation, subject to the control 
of those into whose conduct they were to inquire. 
The new commissioners, he had already proved, 
were subject to the control of the Treasury. In the 
next place, the commissioners of accounts were from 
time to time to report their proceedings to parlia- 
ment ; who were by that means to watch over their 
conduct. The new commissioners were to make 
no reports to parliament, but merelv to the board of 
Treasury. A fourth matter of di£^rence was, the 
commissioners of accounts were named by parlia- 
ment; the new commissioners by the crown; which 
was to appoint a successor in case of death or re- 
signation. Mr. Sheridan reasoned on these four 
essential matters, in which the act, instituting a 
commission of accounts, differed from the present 
bill. He concluded with saying, that he flattered 
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himself he had shewn that the present bill was on* 
necessary, that it was absurd, and that it gave 
powers of an alarming and unconstitutional nature* 

Mr. Pitt hamng replied, 

Mr. Sheridan rose to explain. He said, he wished 
the right honorable gentleman, instead of answer- 
ing arguments that had not been used, had confined 
himself to such as had* He had not said one word 
of the high character of the Duke of Portland, 
Lord John Cavendish, or Mr. Montagu, but had 
spoken of the minute itself, to shew that an inquiry 
had been ordered. With regard to its being an 
inquiry into such fees and emoluments as were 
legal, it was that, and that only ; because the board 
of Treasury knew that the heads of the difierent 
offices would of themselves take care to prevent any 
illegal fees being taken. Mr. Sheridan reminded 
the house, that he had stated four grand and essen- 
tial points ; in which the act appointing the com'- 
missioners of public accounts differed from the pre- 
sent bill; whereas it had not been attempted to 
answer him but in one—and in that most feebly. / 
As to the act for appointing commissioners to re- 
ceive the claims of the American refugees, the 
reading of which had been so triumphantly recom- 
mended to him, it was an act that gave no powers 
of an alarming, or an extraordinary nature; and 
therefore it was not of the least importance, con- 
stitutionally considered, whether the crown or par- 
liament appointed the successor or successors in 
case of death 6r resignation. 

Tke quution was put and carried wUhaul a divisim. 



March 9. 

WBSTMINSTER SCRUTINY. 

On HU 9rd of March Mr. Fox had moved '^ thai the former reio- 
hHons of the nauee reepecting the ecnUiny ehoM be reeemded and 
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eraud from the Jirnmah." TfUs moHcn U was, h&wever, sgmi 
to postpone to a futwrt day, it being a late hpmr when proposed. 
On the &th the order for resuming the adjourned debate was moved 
to be read. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to take notice, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had, in the course of 
his speech, glanced more than once at hira; and 
insinuated that he was answerable for the question- 
able shape of the return, and the nature of the 
paper ot the high bailiff, which had been ordered 
to be annexed to the writ for Middlesex. 

The Speaker said, as the qffair of the return had been adjusted in 
a very thin house, and that was a very full one, he would take that 
opportunity of stating the particulars of the transaction. The 
Speaker then stated, that m consequence of the last order of the 
house, relative to the scrutiny, the high bailiff and the deputy clerk 
of the crown had been at a loss, in what manner the return should 
OS made out and reeeived. That he had ordered the deputy clerk of 
the crown to attend the next day, to receive instructions of the house. 
That the deputy clerk of the crown had, in consequence, attended on 
the Friday ; when he had thought it his duty to state to the house, 
thecaseofthe writ for Elgin; and the house hadordered theretum 
for Westminster to oe annexed to the writ for Middlesex. 

Mr. Sheridan thanked ^he Speaker for having 
given the house the information he had stated ; and 
desired that it might be remembered that his idea 
had been to antedate the return, and to make it 
bear the same date as the writ; because it was 
extremely absurd to annex a 'return to the writ, 
bearing date later than the writ was in existence, 
^bere was, he said, a wide difference between the 
affair of Elgin and the present case. The pfecept 
for Elgin was dated within the return of tne writ 
for Elginshire; but, by some accidental blunder, 
had not been returned to the sheriff, to be by him 
delivered into the crown office with his writ* The 
return for Westminster was, they all knew, dated 
many months afier the 20th of May, 1784, the day 
on which the writ was returnable. Mf • Sheridan 
read to the house the resolutions of the same day ; 
in order to shew them that the r^olution implied, 
that the scratiny was UUgal ;-^a grotind w}iieb his 
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friends had not once abandbned in the course of the 
business ; but had always adhered to, as was evinced 
by their having kept uniformly to the same propo- 
sition. The right honorable gentleman opposite to 
him, Mr. Sheridan said, appeared to know but little 
about the act of parliament, to which he had re* 
ferred as a statute, regulating the elections for 
London, and declaring a scrutiny there to be lawful. 
It is necessary very frequently, he added, for gen- 
tlemen to be acquainted with the history of the 
times in which particular acts passed, and the his- 
tory of the circumstances under which they passed, 
to understand them perfectly. The act in question 
was not originally brought in as a bill for regulating 
the election of members of parliament to serve for 
the city of London, but for the election of mayors, 
sheriffs, and other city magistrates and officers. At 
the time, there had been great disturbances in 
London, upon the subject of choosing sheriffs ; and 
matters had l)een carried with so hi^h a hand, that 
the city was in danger of being witnout sheriffs, — 
a circumstance that would have been attended with 
infinite inconvenience. On the spur of the occasion 
a bill had been brought in to regulate the election 
of sheriffs and other city officers. While that bill 
was in the house, it was suggested by a member, 
that the city also held elections for members of par- 
liament, and that it might be as well to introduce 
some clauses that might refer to them. Hence the . 
present act, that the right honorable gentleman had 
argued upon, as if its sole and principal object had 
been to regulate the city elections of members of 
parliament. Mr. Sheridan read two extracts from 
the act, to shew that it only recognized the scrutiny 
on the election for sheriffs, as a lawful scrutiny ; 
which, he said, it might well do ; as the city had a 
right under its charter to make bye-laws, and a 
scrutiny on an election for sheriffs was sanctioned 
by those bye-laws; but the act in those clauses,' 
which referred to the election by wardmotes, drop-^ 
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ped the word lawfulySLnd only talked generally of a 
scrutiny, without recognizing its legality. Mr. She- 
ridan added some other arguments^ all tending to 
convince the house, that what the right honorable 
gentleman had said, as to the necessity that they 
should extend their protection to the high bailiff 
who had been drawn in (as the right honorable 
gentleman had phrased it) by the house to go on 
with the scrutiny, amounted to nothing. Those 
arguments, he said, should have been urged before ; 
because the house had withdrawn its protection 
from the high bailiff the moment they came to the 
former resolution, viz. that in which they set the 
high bailiff at liberty to make a return, without 
waiting for the orders of the house. Mr; Sheridan, 
before he sat down, contended that for the sake of 
consistency, all those gentlemen who had voted for 
the resolution of Tuesday, must vote for the motion 
of rescinding it now. Those who had uniformly de- 
fended the conduct of the high bailiff, and thought 
that a scrutiny carried on after the writ, under 
which the precept for the election for Westminster 
had been held, was a legal proceeding, he certainly 
did not expect would vote with him that day. 



March 14. 

IRISH RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr* Stanley presented a petition signed by many thousands of 
the manufacturers of the town and vicmity of Manchester, again^ 
the Irish Hesolutions,^ and praying to be heard by counsel, Mr, 
Stmlqf wished they might be heard on the Thursday following* 
Mr. Pitt objected to the delay of three days, and moved that tiSy 
should be heard on Wednesday. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked on the turn which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had given to the argu- 

* l.Tbal it is highly important to the general interests of the Bri- 
tish empire, that the intercourse and commerce between Great 
Britain and Ireland should be finally regulated on permanent and 
equitable principles, for the mutual, benefit of both countries. 
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ments of his right honorable friend^ (Mr. Fox) who 
had not said that the present petitions had been re- 
ceived on Friday^ but that numbers would, in conse-* 
qnenceofthaty be received $ and which he himself be* 

2. That a full participation of commercial advantages should be 
permanently secured to Ireland, whenever a provision equally per* 
manent^and secure shall be made by the parliament of that king- 
dom, towards defraying, in proportion to its growing prosperity, 
the necessary expenses m time of peace, of protecting the trade 
and general interests of the empire. 

8. That towards carrying into full effect so desirable a settlement, 
it is fit and proper that all articles not the growth or manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland, should be imported into each king- 
dom from the other reciprocally, under the same regulations and 
at the same duties, if subject to duties, to which they are liable 
when imported directly from the place of their growth, product, 
or manufacture ; and that all duties originally paid on importation 
into either country respectively, ** except on arrack and foreign 
brandy, and on rum, and all sorts of strong waters, not imported 
from Uie British colonies in the West Indies or America,'' shall be 
fully drawn back on exportation to the other. 

4. That it is highly important to the general interests of the 
British empire, that the laws for regulating trade and navigation 
should be the same in Great Britain and Ireland ; and therefore, 
that it is essential towards carrying into effect the present settle- 
ment, that all laws which have been made, or shall be made in 
Great Britain, for securing exclusive privileges to the ships and 
mariners of Great Britain and Ireland, and the British colonies 
and plantations, and for regulating and restraining the trade of the 
British colonies and plantations, shall be in force in Ireland in the 
same manner as in Great Britain; and that proper measures should 
from time to time be taken, for effectually carrying the same into 
execution* 

5. That it is further essential to this settlement, that all goods 
and commodities of the growth, produce or manufacture of British 
or foreign colonies, in America or the West Indies, and the British 
or foreign settlements on the coasts of Africa, imported into Ire- 
land, should, On importation, be subject to the same duties as the 
like goods are, or from time to time shall be subject to, upon im- 
portation into Great Britain. 

6. That in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the 
revenue and commerce of both kingdoms, it is expedient that all 
goods, whether of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great 
Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign country, which shall hereafter 
be imported into Great Britain from Ireland, or into Ireland f^om 
Great Britain, should be put, by laws to be passed in the parlia- 
ment of the two kingdoms, under the same regulations with re<» 
spect to bonds, cockets, and other instruments, to which the like 
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lieved would certainly prove true eveataally. The 
right honorable gentleman had often taken an oppor- 
tunity to comment with ai^perity on the papers which 
had bean circulated among the people, and which 

goods are now aubject, in pas3ing from one port of Great Britain 
to another ; and that all goods, the growth, produce, or manu^* 
ture of Ireland^ imported into Great Britain, be accompanied with 
a like certificate, as is now required by law, on the importation of 
Irish linens into Great Britain. 

7. That for the like purpose it is also expedient that when any 
goods, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British West 
India islands, shall be shipped from Ireland for Great Britain* 
they should be aooompanied with such original certificates of the 
revenue officers of the British sugar colonies, as shall be required 
by law on importation into Great Britain ; and that when the whole 
quantity included in one certificate shall not be shipped at any one 
time, the original certificate, properly endorsed as to quantity, 
should be sent with the first parcel; and to identify the remain- 
der, if shipped at any future period, new certificates should be 
granted by the principal officers of the ports in Ireland, extracted 
from a register of the original documenis, specifying the quantities 
before shipped from thence, by what vessels and to what port. 

8. That it is essential for carrying into effect the present set- 
tlement, that all goods exported from Ireland to the British colo- 
nies in the West Indies or America, should from this time be made 
liable to such duties and drawbacks, and put under such regula- 
tions, as may be necessary, in order that the same may not be ex- 
ported with less incumbrance of duties on impositions than the 
like goods shall be burthened with when export€Mi from Great Bri- 
tain. 

9. That it is essential to the general commercial interests of the 
empire, that no goods of the growth, produce, or mai^&cture of 
any countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, should be import- 
able intojreland from any foreign European country ; and that sa 
long as the parliament of this kingdom shall think it advisable that 
the commerce to the coimtries beyond the Cape of Good Hojpe 
shall be carried on solely by an exclusive company, no goods of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the said countries should 
be allowed to be imported mto Ireland, but through Great Britain ; 
and that the ships going from Great Britain to any of the said- 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope should not be re- 
)itraitted from touching at any of the ports m Ireland, and taking 
on board there any of the goods of the growth, produce, or ma- 
nii6ct^re of that kingdom. 

10. That it is necessary, for the general benefit of the British 
empire, that no prohibition should exist in either country against 
the importation, use, or sale of any article, the growth, produce or 
manu&cture of the other (" except ^ueh as either kingdom may 
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he termed misrepresentations. But as those papers 
had contained merely a few extracts from Mr. 
Orde's speech in the Irish house of commons, the 
misrepresentations therefore which he had repro- 

judge expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, 
and biscuits/0 and that the duty on the importation of every such 
article, if subject to duty in either country, should be precisely 
the same in the one country as in the other^ except where an ad- 
dition may be necessary, in either country, in ^consequence of an 
internal duty on any such article of its own consumption. 

11. That in all cases where the duties on articles of the growth, 
product, or manufacture, of either country, are different on the im- 
portation into the other, it is expedient that they should be reduced, 
in the kingdom where diey are the highest, to the amount payable 
in the other ; and that all such articles should be exportable from 
the kingdom into which they shall be imported, as tree from duty 
as any similar commodities, or home manufactures of the same 
kingdom. 

12. That it is also proper, that in all cases where the articles of 
consumption of either kingdom shall be charged with an internal 
duty on the manufiicture, the same manufecture, when imported 
from the other, may be charged with a further duty on importation, 
adequate to countervail the internal duty on the manufacture, ex- 
cept in the case of beer imported into Ireland ; such farther duty 
to continue so long only as the internal consumption shall be 
charged with the duty, or duties, to balance which it shall be im- 
posed ; and that where there is a duty on the importation of the 
raw material of any manufacture, in one kingdom, greater than the 
duty on the like raw material in the other, or where the whole or 
part of such duty on the raw material is drawn back, or com-* 
pensated, on exportation of the manu&cture from one kingdom to 
the other ; such manufacture may, on its importation, be charged 
with a countervailing duty as may be sufficient to subject the 
same, so imported, to the same burdens as the manufacture com- 
posed of the like raw material is subject to, in consequence of du- 
ties on the importation of such material in the kingdom, into which 
such manufacture is so imported ; and the said manufactures, so 
imported, shall be entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on ex- 
portation, as may leave the same subject to no heavier burden than 
the home-made manu&cture. 

13. That in order to give permanency to the settlement now 
intended to be established, it is necessary that no prohibition, or 
new, or additional duties should be hereafter imposed in either 
kingdom, on the importation of any article of the growth, product, 
or manu^cture of the other, except such additiond duties as may 
be requisite to balance duties on internal consumption, pursuant 
to the foregoing resolution. 

14. That for the same purpose, it is necessary, farther, that no 
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bated belonged solely to the person who had acted 
under bis authority. Whether that charge was just 
or not, it was impossible for him to say ; but it ap« 

prohibition^ or new, or additional duty, should be hereafter ioi- 
posed in either kingdom on the ewortation of any article of native 
growth, product, or manufacture, fi^om thence to the other; except 
such as either kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time^ 
upon com, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits. 

15. That for the same. purpose, it is necessary that no bounties 
whatsoever should be paid, or payable in either kingdom, on th^ 
exportation of any article to the other, except such as relate to 
com, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits, beer, and spirits distilled from 
com, and such as are in the nature of drawbacks, or compensa.> 
tio^8 for duties paid ; and that no bounty should be-granted on the 
exportation of any article to any Britisn colonies or plantations ; 
or on the expottation of any article imported from the British 
plantations, or any manufacture made of such article, unless in 
•cases where a similar bounty is })ayable in Great Britain, on ex- 

portation'from thence, or where such bounty is merely in the nature 
of a drawback, or compensation of, or for duties paid, over and 
above any paid thereon in Britain. 

16. Tliat it is expedient, for the general benefit of the British 
empire,that the importation of articles from foreign states should 
be regulated from, time to time in each kingdom, on suchternis as 
may afford an effectual preference to the importation "If similar 
articles of the growth, product, or manufacture of the other. 

17. That it is expedient, that the copyrights of the authors and 
booksellers of Great Britain should continue to be protected in the 
manner they are in at present, by the laws of Great Britain ; and 
that it is just that measures should be taken by the parliament of 
Ireland, for giving the like protection to the copy-rights of the 
authors and booksellers of that kingdom. 

18. That the appropriation of whatever sum the gross hereditary 
revenue of the kin^om of Ireland (the due collection thereof being 
secured by permanent provision) shall produce, after deducting aU 
drawbacks, re-payments, or bounties granted in the nature of draw- 
backs, over and above the sum of six hundred and fifty-six thou- 
sand pounds in each year, towards the support of the naval force 
of the empire, to be applied in such manner as the parliament of 
Ireland shall direct, by an act to be passed for that purpose, will 
be a satisfactory provision, proportioned to the Rowing prosperity 
of that kingdom, towards defraying, in time of peace, the necessary 
expenses of protecting the trade and general interests of the 
empire. 

The 4th, 5th, 6th, 7tb> 8th, 9th, and 17th resolutions, are N^W. 
The 12th and 18th resolutions are altered. 
The words marked with inverted commas^ in the 3d and lOth 
IfMlutions, are new. 

VOL. I. X 
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pi^red fo all, that the two ministers differed exceed- 
ingly in their statements. So great indeed had the 
4li§erence been, that if he gave credit to Mr. Onle'e 
assertions, as an English member of parliament, 
he could not vote for the propositions ; and vi^ere he 
to assent to all that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer here had advanced, as a M^ell- wisher to Ireland, 
he most certainly would reject his proffers. Th«t 
right honorable gentleman, he observed, had dis- 
'claimed any assistance from the reports of the com- 
mittee of Council, and had thereby informed the 
house, that those reports were intended for no other 
purpose than to justify, if possible, a measure which 
was abeady determined. The right honorable 
gentleman had insisted, that the tendency of the 
general resolution was clearly known before his de- 
claration of last Friday; that the manufacturers, 
however, had not so understood it, he could bring 
abundant proofs; and be would appeal to the con- 
sciousness of, perhaps, a majority in that house^ 
whether it was clear even to them. Another as- 
sertion' of the same right honorable gentleman had 
been, that all the merchants, manufacturers, &c. 
who had applied to him, had all their apprehensioDS 
quieted> and departed in perfect satisfaction. 

To prove how equally ill-founded this assertion 
had been, Mr. Sheridan proceeded to read an adver- 
tisement from Mr. Wedgwood, whom he compli- 
mented highly as a man of intelligence and probity ; 
and the committee at the London Tavern, stating, 
that they had by no mean$ conceived the tendency 
of the general resolution, nor had, until now, viewed 
it as conclusive and final ; and therefore summoning 
those concerned to consider on means to avert the 
impending evil. These, he observed, were gentle- 
men who were supposed to have had their disquiets 
removed by the Minister ; if they laboured under 
this misconception, why should it not be argued that 
a siof^ilar delusion had also prevailed with others ? 
The right honorable gentleman (Lord North) had 



1786.] 147 

stigmatized tbe grants made to Ireland, by the noble 
lord in the blue riband, in the year 1780, as rash 
and inconsiderate concessions. He should now be 
extremely cautious, lest the precipitancy of the pre- 
sent moment might justify, in future, an appellation 
of keener and more deserved severity. 

Mr. Pitt's motion was withdrawn, and a proposkum made by 
Lard North, that the Commissioners of Esmse and Customs sHunUd 
hs ordered to attend the next day ; * carried^ 



April 11. 
TAXES. 



Mr. Pitt mooed, ** That an amount of the net produce of the 
taxes for the quarters ending 5th of January, 1784 and 1785, 
end of those ending 6th of April, 1784 and 1785, durnld be laid 
before the house/' He took an opportunity of observing, that the 
new taxes which had been laid on in the last session, afforded such a 
promise of being productive as he would Iters make the house feel 
perfectly satisfied in the choice that had been made of them. 

Mr. Sheridan took notice of the very great 
fallibility of general and loose calculations in mat- 
ters of finance ; and seemed to think the right honor- 
able gentleman had relied too much on grounds, 
that would, vrhen examined minutely, be found to 
fail him- To multiply by four, Mr: Sheridan said, 
was certainly no very difficult mode of calculation ; 
but he could not conceive that the last quarter's 
amount of the produce of the taxes could fairly be 
stated to be a criterion, by which it could be decided, 

* On the 15th, the Commissioners were called in, .and directed 
to'.take into their consideration the following question ; and be ready 
to deliver their opinions when they should be called upon again to 
appear before the house : — 

Question. — " Whether the resolutions of the Irish parliament of 
the 12th of February, if carried into execution, are likely toai&ct 
the execution of tlie laws of the Boards of Customs, or Excise, for 
the protection of trade, in the collection of their revenues ; and in 
what manner 1 And, lilso, whether these resolutions would mak^ 
any alteration, with respc«t to the duties, drawbacks, bounties, and 
|)roh3>itioiis, x>u tho trade and mamifactures of this kingdom/' 

I- 2 
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with any tolerable degree of certainty, what the 
produce of the taxes would be upon the midsummer 
and the Michaelmas quarters of the present year. 
He declared, he believed, that upon inquiry it 
would be found, that the whole year's produce of 
several of the ri^ht honorable gentleman s taxes of 
the last session had been paid in the course of the 
last quarter, which would naturally cause the 
amount of that quarter's produce to swell in its 
size, and exceed in a pretty considerabfe degree die 
produce of the preceding quarters. The taxes he 
alluded to, were, he said, the hat license tax, the 
house tax, the game licenses and deputations, and 
several other of last year's taxes, that were to be 
paid in a round sum once every year. From the 
manner in which the right honorable gentleman had 
stated his computation of the probable amount of 
the whole produce of the four quarters of the pre^ 
sent year's taxes, the house might possibly be de- 
ceived into a belief, that there was not any deficiency 
in the produce of the right honorable gentleman s 
taxes of the last year ; and that they would really 
bring the sum for which they had been given, viz. 
900,000/. This, however, he had good reason to 
believe, was by no means likely to turn out to be the 
fact ; on the contrary, he was induced to imagine, 
that the produce would fall short of 900,000/. in the 
gross sura of 400,000/. The right honorable gen-^ 
tleman, he observed, had stated, that 190,000/. was 
to be deducted from the three millions and sixty-six 
thousand pounds, the amount of the produce of the 
taxes for the quarter, ending April 6, 1785, the pro- 
duce of the taxes of the last session for that quarter. 
Admitting, therefore, for the sake of argument, 
190,000/. would be the produce of the other quarters 
on the same account, still the aggregate would fall 
considerably short of 900,000/. But he must go 
farther, and contend, that so large a sum as 190,000/. 
was not likely to be produced by the taxes of 1786, 
upon each of the two quarters to come ; and that, 
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for the reason he had already stated, viz. because 
the whole year's amount of several of the taxes of 
the last year had been paid in the course of the past 
quarter. As the right honorable gentleman had 
declared, the house could not have too much in- 
formation on the subject before them, Mr. Sheridan 
said, he should move for an account of the produce 
of all the taxes of the last year, by which alone the 
house could determine, how far their amount fell 
^horf of the sum for which they had been given ; and 
how far the insinuation, that the right honorable 
gentleman's taxes were more unexceptionable and 
ejfHcient than those of other financiers was founded. 

The juetiion was put and agreed to. 



April 20. 

TAX ON COTTONS, COTTON-STUFFS, &C. 

A motion was made by Mr, Pitt, for leave to bring m a biU, ** to 
explain and amend an act passed in the twenty-fourth year of the 
reign of His present Mt^esty, for imposing a dutv^ by excise, on 
certain cotton manufactures, and to repeal so mucn of the said bill 
as imposed a duty on plain cottons and fustians.^' Mr, Fox seconded 
the motion. The Earl of Surrey moved an amendment, for the re* 
peal of the act altogether. Mr. Pitt having, in his speech, thrown 
out an inqmtation on the evidence of the Manchester manufacturers. 

Mr. Sheridan rose, not, he said, to vilify the 
right honorable gentleman, but to declare, that the 
right honorable gentleman had most unjustly cast 
aspersions on the Manchester manufacturers, who, 
by no means, merited such treatment; on the con^ 
trary, their evidence was unquestionably founded, 
and the whole of their conduct had been most lau« 
dable. Mr. Sheridan stated, that he had spent part 
of the summer in Lancashire, and had been a wit- 
ness to the infinite pains the manufacturers had 
taken to keep their numerous workmen quiet, and 
to preserve the peace of the country. He rose prin- 
cipally, Mr. Sheridan said, to impress more strongly 
the idea suggested by his right honorable friend, viz. 
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the reprobation of the doctrine of giving that to pre* 
judice, which had been refused to reason. Such 
doctrine was the way to raise clamor, dnd to throw 
the whole country into confusion. It was pointing 
out a mode of obtaining the repeal of a tax, that 
could not but be attended with the most mischievous 
consequences; and therefore, to obviate it, and to 
prove to the world, that whatever might be the rule 
of conduct adopted and followed by His Majesty's 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as^an individual, the 
house of commons did not act by so strange a rule. 
He should move an amendment, which was, to insert 
after the word that^ a few lines, the purpose of which 
amounted to a resolution, ^^ that it appeared to the 
committee, that the manufacturers of Manchester 
would be so much aggrieved and injured, if the tax 
on fustians, cottons, and cotton stuffs, &c. &c. im- 
posed by an act of the last year, were suffered to 
continue ; that the manufacture would be materially 
detrimented, and, perhaps^ entirely ruined ; there- 
fore it was the opinion qt the committee, that leave 
be given to bring in a bill to explain and amend," 
&G« &c. Mr. Hheridan UMvea this amendment 
regularly. 

Mr. RoUe charged Mr. Sheridim wUk having made an inflamma- 
icry speech, with a view to excite alarm and (Secontent in the ccun* 
try. Hesiddf he wauU not $ay who it was thai went down to Lan- 
tariwre to stir up the manufacturers^ to set them against the taxes, and 
to p'omote tumult and discontent. Neither womd he say who it wob 
that distributed, or caused to be distributed, seditious andinftamma- 
tory handbills, and had them circulated all round the country ; but 
the fact was so : and ifhs could bring the proof hosne to the party 
he su^ectod, he would take the proper steps to have his heaU stuck 
upon Temple Bar. Mr. Rolls charged Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Fox 
with having shifted their ground. The first of them had seconded 
the motion, and declared he approved hishJty of the Chancellor rfthe 
Exchequer' s.eonduct, and now the ris^ honorable genttaman had 
said, he would vote against the m^ion he promised to second; tkU 
was, in his opinion, abandoning and deserting ground, once taken, in 
a most shameful manner. 

Mr. Fox said, with regard to the empty threat of having headb 
stuck upon Temple Bar, he knew not of any act w&M vuuk etrQ» 
lating htndUlb « e^^ilal offence; but he teas ignorant. of ang suek 
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JbH,iff»$ kaumMegefiikmm kadalkied U Urn. J9b MMviMr 
Jrimd^wfarfr^m hcinng modems infianrnuami meech, Unihg t& 
alarm the county f and create discontents ana ciamor agamn tks 
taxes, had done the direct contrary; Ms whale speech, and the amend' 
meat he had moved, had obmousqf been cdcumed to guard agahui 
alarms, and to prenent damorfrom arising against ciher taxes, tfi 
consequence of the repeal ofthetaa on fustians. With regard to this 
charge of having shifted his ground, ne hadnotshifted any ground: 
he Mid said, he approved of themoHon^ and approved ofMimf the 
iaa remain on the printed cottons* He did so still; M apomt of 
order having since been started, whsdi, struck him to be weU founded^ 
he must necessarily vote accordingly. If the honorable gentkman 
talkd that Mffing fM tpromid, to that accusation he begged 
have to plead guiUy. VrUh r^ard to what the honoraMe gentU- 
manhadsaid, hewould'not speSc; hepnsumed the honorame geU" 
tkmanwastoonmchamani^hoiwrtoassertwhathe kmwhemdd 
notprove. 

Mr. Sheribak rose to say, that his right honor* 
able friend must certainly have mistaken the honor- 
able gentleman, because the honorable gentleman 
had said nothing but what was a defence of his ar- 
gument; for what was his argument, but an argu- 
ment to prevent the public from being' misled, and 
thence alarmed? With this view, he had moved an 
amendment, declaring the reasons for which the 
house agreed to repeal the tax on fustians. The 
charge of making inflammatory speeches, lay at the 
door of the right honorable gentleman opposite to 
him, if it lay any where, because the rignt honor- 
able gentleman had said, he repealed the tax on ac- 
count of the prejudices of the manufacturers, and not 
because it was burdensome and oppressive. Mr. 
Sheridan declared he did not think it necessary to 
make any reply to what the honorable gentleman, 
had not said ; and with regard to the handbills, he 
veally knew nothing about them; but he <:ould 
easily conjecture why the honorable gentleman wa($ 
so sore about publications. The handbills were not 
the compositions that hurt him, but compositicms less 
pffosai^ but more popular,^ he was afraid, had naAde 
him so sore. [Hereagenerallaugh.}^ Mr«9heridao 

<* Mr. SheridHQ alluded to a popular satire^ entitled, <' Critiques 
mUmMOiadf . 
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Alid, h^ was aWare that the hdnorable geDtleman 
had suspected, that he was either the author of 
those compositions, or some way or other concerned 
in them ; he did assure him, upon his honor, he was 
not, nor had he ever seen a line of them till they 
were in print in the newspaper. 

Mr. RoUe said, he held the author of the compositions alluded to, 
to he whom he woidd, in sovereign contempt, as well as his works ; but 
as the cap fitted the honorable gentleman and his right honorable 
friend, tney were welcome to weor it* He saw he had touched a sore 
place. With regard to there being no act to prevent the circulating, 
of seditious hamHnlls, for the sake of creating discontent in the 
fouutrj^, if there was no such act, there ought to be one ; and if he. 
knew tiie author, as a mender of parliament, he declared he would 
take the proper steps to have him puni^d. He persisted in 
charging Mr. Fox with having shifted hisgt*ound, and said no man 
living Mndd make him abanSn his growm either in that house or 
out of it. 

Mr. Sheridan again replied, and said, while the 
honorable gentleman talked at random, he should 
take no notice of it; but if he charged him with 
being concerned in circulating any seditious hand- 
bills, he would answer him both there and else- 
where, very plainly, and very coarsely. Mr. Sheri- 
dan having said this, touched upon his amendment, 
which several gentlemen pressed him to g^ve up, to 
which he consented. 

The amendments were disposed of, and the original motion passed^ 



May 9. 
l-AX ON FEMALE SERVANTS. 

Mr. Sheriban rose, not, he said, to make any 
very ludicrous remarks on the proposed tax on fe- 
male servants, though he could not but imagine, if 
it were persisted in, it would occasion more ridicule 
than all the cheerfulness of the right honorable gen- 
tleman would be able to cope with. He rose to state, 
that he was seriously of opinion, that it was a most 
unwise tax^ and a tax that the public would nevw 
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be easy under. Indeed the rig^ht honorable gfentle-* 
man, in opening it, had fallen into an egregious er« 
ror, and applied a principle to it that by no means 
could be supported, as a principle equally applicable 
to the proposed increase and gradation of increase of 
the tax on male servants, and to the intended tax on 
female servants. The keeping a number of male 
servants was indisputably a laxury ; and the making 
those who chose to keep a number pay in proportion 
to it, wags perfectly fair and reasonable ; but the case 
was far otherwise with female servants. It did not 
follow^ because a family kept any number above two 
or three, that they were more opulent, and more 
able to pay taxes, than those who kept only one or 
two. In . many cases, where three or four female 
servants were kept, the sole reason was the great 
number of children the family had, and which neces- 
sarily required that more servants should be kept to 
look after them. Mr. Sheridan said what he chiefly 
rose for was to point out, that in arguing upon the 
money to be raised to pay the interest of the four 
millions to be funded, the right honorable gentleman 
had allowed for 240,000/. just as if that fund really 
existed ; whereas, in fact, there was no such fund. 
This Mr. Sheridan explained, by stating, that last 
year Mr. Pitt had proposed raising enough to pay 
the interest of six millions of navy debt, which he 
had declared it was his intention to fund this year ; 
but that, in fact, no such mone)^ was raised. Through 
inadvertency also, a circumstance had happened, of 
ivhich, perhaps, the right honorable gentleman was 
not apprised ; and it was this : in all the bills of the 
last year, the produce of the tax made the subject of 
each bill, had been uniformly appropriated to the 
payment of the interest of the six millions navy. To 
prove this, Mr. Sheridan read a clause from one of 
the acts of the last year, and observed, that a simi- 
lar clause had been inaccurately suffered to be in- 
serted in each bill. It should, therefore, he said, 
have been a part of the duty of the right honorable 
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gentleman to have provided that day ifor raising the 
240,000/. as well as the other sams that constitated 
the 413,000/. he wanted. With regard also to the 
taxes of last year, which he had given for dOO,000/. 
Mr. Sheridan declared, they neither had, nor, he be- 
lieved, ever would raise 500,000/. After suggesting 
this, he recurred to the proposed tax on female ser* 
vants, which he made some farther remarks upon, 
and said, it ought at least to be balanced with a tax 
on single men, who certainly were a description of 
persons less useful to the community than men who 
were married^ and had families* He commented 
at great length; and concluded with declaring, 
that the tax on female servants could be consi- 
dered in no other light than as a bounty to batche« 
lors, and a penalty upon propagation. 

Mr. put hamng replied, 

Mr* Sheridan also spoke in explanation, declaring 
that the right hcmorable gentleman either did not or 
would not understand him. He had not said, that it 
was the duty of a chancellor of the exchequer imme- 
diately to come forward and propose a new tax as 
soon as he discovered a deficiency in any of his fcvr- 
mer taxes ; what he had said was, that there was no 
fund in existence that could be applied towards the 
payment of the interest of the six millions of navy 
debt,, that the right honorable gendeman had last 
year attempted to provide for. With regard to 
Lord John Cavendish's taxes, which the right ho- 
norable gentleman had so unaecesnarily lagged int^ 
the debate, he had again and again said uiey were 
taxes unavoidably brought £drward^ when there had 
been but a very short time to consider them pre- 
TO>usIy to their being proposed ; and that, all the 
circumstanees of the case consid^ed,; it was easy te 
aecount for their betng defieient. 

Afierwards Mr. Pitt mated « string afresohtthw, amitdtdng 
M ik p^mmd taxis* Afkfwhidi ike holm wa$rmmnei,4miih€ 
mfcrim4tHd>tQ't^ hmgki 9ip^mtkj9lk¥n»ig 40jf. 
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May 10« 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

On the first reaQluHan, C* That towards rairing the sumly 
granted to His Majesty^ thejurther sum of one million he raiseahu 
loans on exchequer bills, to be charged upon the first aids to be 
granted in the next session ofparttament ; and such erohequer biUs, 
If not diseharged vjkh interest thereupon, an or before the &th ff 
AprU, 1 786» to be exchanged and received inpaymmt in such man^ 
nfT as exchequer bills have usually been exchanged and received in 
payment) being read a second time, 

Mr. Sheridan rose jast to remark, thati in his 
opinioD, it was goin^ upon a wrong principle to 
make imaginary fands liable to pay the interest of 
a debt, as was the case in the taxes of last year 
being deemed efficient, and taken for the sum for 
which they were intended, when, in fact, no #ach 
fund existed; it was, therefore, appropriating a 
non-existing fund, to pay the interest to which the 
liouse was pledged. 

Mr. PM hmmg spoken on ihefemak servant tax, 
Mr. Sheridan said, the riffht honorable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) began his speecn with a promise of not 

f^oing into what he thought his right honorable 
riend (Mr. Fox) had broached ; and he believed 
the hotise would join him in regretting, that he had 
not deTiated a little in this instance from the usual 
mode of fulfilling liis promises. He could not help 
remarking, however, that the right honorable sfen- 
tleman, as his custom was, had fixed upoa the time, 
of all others, most convenient for his purpose to 
make his charge when tlw noble lord (Cavendish) 
was absent Every body knew it was not the habit 
or manner of that noble lord to magnify his own im- 
portance, and celebrate his personal exertions at the 
expense of bis coadjutors in office. He never ivr- 
rogated to himself the dirtinetion of being the mi- 
nister of the evown, or ku^'s minister ; thia mode of 
Vjpeecb he left for the right honorable gentleman, 
whom it better became ; but he suspected the ho- 
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Yiorable gentlemen with whom he acted might not 
thank him very cordially for his assiduous endea- 
vors to lessen their official consequence. He did 
I not perfectly understand what was meant by sup- 
portmg a minister in the {general line of his politics, 
^ I and not participating in the merit or dement of hia 
I measures. He doubted, at the same time, whether 
^8ome of these, at least, did not in part originate 
with a right honorable gentlemen (Mr. Jenkmson) 
whom he saw in his place. He had moved for the 
extraordinaries of the army, and army estimates, 
which constituted most of the expense incurred by 
that fatal war ; certainly this was bearing a part in 
accomplishing the system which it was still part of 
the present politics not to forget. Where, there- 
fore, the right honorable gentTeman*s mighty dis- 
tinction between those who befriended one party, 
and those who befriended the other, lay, he Knew 
not. But the truth was, his right honorable friend 
had made a coalition which he had avowed and de- 
fended ; whilst the right honorable gentleman oppo- 
site to him took every opportunity of declaring, that 
he had made a coalition with a set of men whom he 
was ashamed of. As to the tax, it struck him in 
every way objectionable. The right honorable 

gentlemen imagined that it would not be evaded, 
ecause, in the case of single servants, it was only 
half-a-crown, and in no case above ten shillings. 
But he wished gentlemen to recollect, that in many 
families one servant was often kept rather out of 
charity than from any very urgent necessity. Her 
wages, to be sure, was trifling ; but she would, in 
consequence of this tax, subject the family where 
she was, to thirty shillings a year more than they 
would otherwise pay. He thought, therefore, that 
the tax operated against humanity ; and he would 
certainly give it all the opposition in his power, both 
in this and every other stage of its progress. 
It was stated bif Mr. Jsnkmsm^ in reply, *' that the tax would 
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qffici only the masters qf/amilies, not the servants ; and he was sttre 
no man would turn away any servant for half-a^crown." To this 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that the right honorable 
gentleman bad certainly mistaken the point in ques- 
tion, as no one had supposed that a family would 
turn oif a servant for half-a-crown ; but that where 
three were kept, one of them would probably lose 
her place ; that the tax, which would otherwise be 
thirty shillings, might by that means be reduced to 
ten : consequently the tax fell on the female, whom, 
in this manner, it deprived of bread. 

The house divided on the resolution; ayes 07 ; noes 24; nugority 
against the women 73. 



May 23. 
IRISH PROPOSITIONS. 



The house having resolved into a comnuttee, the Chairman read 
the following resolution:'-^*' Resolved, that it is highly important 
to the general interests of the British empire, that the laws for regu- 
lating trade and navigation should be the satne in Great ^Bntain 
and Ireland: and therefore that it is essential towards carrying 
into effect the present settlement, that all laws which have been made, 
or shall be made in Great Britain, for securing exclusive privileges 
to the ships and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British 
colonies and plantations ; and for regulating and restraining the 
trade of the British colonies and plantations, shall be in force in 
Ireland (by acts to bejMssed in the pftrliament of that kingdom) in 
the same manner as in Great Britain; and that proper measures shaU 
from time to time be taken for ^ectuaUy carrying the same into 
execution.** 

Mr. Sheridan asked if the words " by acts to 
be passed in the parliament of Ireland," had really 
been moved on Friday last ; for he did not recollect 
to have heard them till the moment the Chairman 
had read them. 

Mr. Taylor replied in the qfftrmative.-^Lord Beauchamp pro- 
posed, as an amendment, to leave out the words from " Ireland,** to 
the words " and that proper measures should be taken," Sfc. 

Mr. Sheridan rose next, and contended that it 
was fair to argue, that the proposition was a direct 
attempt to legislate for Ireland ; and not the less sd 
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in consequence of the amendment. It was there- 
fore, he said, insidious in the last degree, for Mr. 
Orme not to have stated it to the Irish parliament, 
to whom the business had been opened in a very 
different manner. Mr. Sheridan declared that the 
voting resolutions to bind Ireland down to pass such 
and such laws, without enabling her to go even into 
a committee with the bills, was crippling that right 
of legislation which she had claimed, and we had 
admitted ; and leaving her the mere shadow of inde- 
pendence, as a sovereign state, instead of^ the sub- 
stance. He therefore contended that it was pro- 
bable, in the highest degree, that the resolution 
under consideration would cause great alarm, and 
excite much constitutional jealousy in Ireland. 
The.h€uae divided an the amendment, ayei2B ; noeg 194. 



May 30. 
IRISH PROPOSITIONS. 

It was moved hy Lord North, that the resolutions should be car- 
ried up to the lords. On their being read, when the clerk came 
to the second, viz. ** tlwt it is the opinion of this committee that 
a fidl participation of commercial advantages should be permansntfy 
secured to Ireland, whenever a provision, equally permanent and se- 
cure, shall be made by the parliament of that kingdom towards de- 
fraying, tn proportion to its growing prosperity > the necessary ejr- 
penses in time rf peace, of protecting the trade and f enteral interests 
of the empire.*' The right honorabu fV, W. GrenviUe moved, as an 
amendment, that the first line of the resolution, " That it is the opi- 
nion of this committee"" shonla be left out, and in its stead thejoU 
lowing words be inserted, ** That it is consistent with the general 
interests of the revenue, mamrfactwes, commerce, and naivigation of 
this country.*' This amendment was carried without opposition. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the latter* part of 
the resolutioil appeared to him very objectionable -, 
inasmuch, a» it went to tie Ireland down to a spe- 
cific provision for the support of the navy, which, 
in all probability, would in the end prove much less 
beneficial to tins country, than if parliament had 
trusted to the generosity and liberality of s Ire^- 
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land. This part was objectionable on more ac^ 
counts than one. In the first place^^ the provision 
was to be secured in the time of peace only, so that in 
w^r^ Ireland might stand neuter. He would suppose, 
however, that it was expect^ that in time oi* war, 
tliat country would make exertions in favor of this; 
the consequence of course was, that in this instance, 
England, instead of stifmlating for any specific as*^ 
sistance, I'elied entirely upon the generosity of Ire- 
land. Why then should there not be the same reli^- 
ance in time of peace ? Why should there exist an 
a{^^ranco of distrust? Why make Ireland fancy 
she had room to think, that whilst England, by not 
haying her power diverted by foreign war, felt her- 
self s^le to insi^it upon treaties, would stipulate for 
certain services ; but would not speak of stipulations 
for assistance in war; as if conscious, that in such 
a case, she should not be able to enforce the ob- 
servance of the stipulation ? It were folly indeed to 
expect, that Ireland, accustomed during peace to act 
according to the letter of a specific agreement, and 
with a friend who placed no confidence in her, 
should, in time of war, act upon principles of libe- 
rality. The way to obtain liberal succours at all 
events was, at no times to betray niarks of difii- 
dence in the honor and generosity of those we have 
to deal with. The Irish, when they saw limits 
placed to the confidence that ought to be reposed 
in them, would naturally set bounds to their own 
generosity, and never exceed in their grants the 
letter of their agreement with this country. But 
this stipulation for a specific provision from Ireland, 
under the regulation marked out in the restriction, 
was not, in his opinion, less constitutional than 
impolitic. 

The constitution of Ireland was the same as that 
of England; and what would violate one, would, of 
course, amount to a violation of the other. In Eng^ 
land, a vote of a pi^ipetual army, or even of a pei^ 
petual navy, over, which parliament was to have no 
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control, would efFectaally destroy the constitutiorii 
and render the parliament unnecessary. Now^ 
what was proposed to Ireland ? Nothing less than 
that she should vote, or give by an irrevocable act 
to the crown, a specific sum of money, for the sup- 
port of either army or navy ; and consequently an 
army, or body of seamen, might be employed, not 
only without the consent of parliament, but even in 
spite of it. He was right in assuming, that seamen 
or soldiers might be employed constantly, and paid 
out of this perpetual and irrevocable fund, which 
would render the crown independent of the people ; 
because, though the right honorable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) had said, on a former occasion, that the 
money arising from the surplus of the sinking fund^ 
should be laid out in Ireland, in purchase of provi- 
sions, &c. for the use of the navy ; yet it might so 
happen, that Ireland would not always be a provi- 
sion country, which she certainly would not, if by 
the present plan she should so improve in manufac- 
tures, as to turn her thoughts to them from feeding 
of cattle. In that case, the money, if laid out in that 
country, must be expended in the maintenance of 
soldiers or sailors; and then there would exist a 
body of men over whom the parliament could have 
no control. The extent of the numbers made nothing 
to the principle, which would be as much violated 
by a vote in perpetuity of a support of three regi- 
ments of guards, as for a perpetual army. He con« 
eluded by moving an amendment of the resolution, 
that the following words be left out, viz. " When- 
ever a provision equally permanent and secure shall 
be made by the parliament of that kingdom, towards 
defraying, in proportion to its growing prosperity, 
the necessary expense in time of peace, of protect- 
ing the trade and general interests of the einpire :'' 
and that instead of them be inserted, ** Great Britain 
confiding in ^he welUknown generosity and libe- 
rality of Ireland, that in proportion to her growing 
prosperity, she will contribute towards defraying 
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the expenses both in peace and war, of protecting^ 
the trade and general interests of the empire.*' To 
this amendment he presumed there would be no 
objection in Ireland ; as it was founded on an ex- 
pression of that nature, in an address moved by Mr. 
Grattan, in the Irish house of commons. 

Mr. Sheridan in a subsequent speech observed 
that previous to a determination on this question, he 
wished to explain some circumstancei^ which he 
conceived to have been misunderstood, and which 
he was anxious the house should attend to. There 
would, in consequiesnce of these regulations, be tifymy 
duties which at present were only temporary in Ire^ 
land, that in order to bear with the like duties ia 
England, which were securities for the public 
debts, must now be rendered perpetual. This .would 
add principally to the hereditary revenues of Ire* 
landj and would be applicable to the purpose of 
keeping a standing army. Here then arose a double 
consideration; — first, a great and important sum 
would be entrusted, where the constitution of the 
country was always jealous it should be placed, par- 
ticularly for such purposes ; and secondly, this per- 
petual provision being made, there would no longer 
exist a necessity for assembling the parliament, as 
frequently as the safety of our constitution and that 
of Ireland required. It might be answered, that 
parliament must be assembled, in order to bring in 
the bills, and take the regular estimates laid before 
them; but he had experience to bear him out, in 
apprehending that this principle, important as it 
was, would be li9.ble to violation; — ^for notwith- 
standing a resolution of the last parliament of Eng-^ 
land constituted it a high crime and misdemeanor 
for any person to expend, any sum of the public 
money, except such as had been already appro- 
priated ; the right honorable gentleman at the head 
of the treasury, in defiance of that resolution, was 
bold enough to employ very large sums to such 
purposes as he thought proper. 

vol., I, . M 



77k queitiim liking then pui ^ tKe itikendtnent^ it wdiH^^idpk 
iifithout a cltonum. 

^On nutting the fourth risoTuttoh, vide note in page i.4:2,t!mri 
"Seaucnanip moved to leave out all the words from '< w^ ^ri6Uh 
mul Irdand.'* Hii lordship's amendmekt id» Hegotiued, Mr. 
Eden moved to wsert a provision/or exteridhff the proposed adoptiqk 
tujrelan^ of, certain laws to be originated in Qreat Britain, to 
Wn^tish acts of parliameht, " concerning seaken*^ 

Mr. Bhebidan rose as the qadstion was going; 
to be put; and i^aid, that as the persiBVdribg l^rlcffiKfe 
of ministers made it impossible for him to >^ues5 
t^ether they ineant to admit ^ tfm^ndfnMit 'or 
not; niid lUi they had ptn-sn^d the s^me bbtidti^t k 
rejecting the amehdmetit 'moV^ by.the tloble lorA 
near him, which he hadtl»e hotior of seconding; lie 
Np^otild take that opportunity of sfieakifig tothe^- 
violation generally as it had beeti frabi^d, iafttd del* 
fended by the minister, before it should become 
still more objectionable, by e!2ttehdlng flle>pow^^ it 
was to lod^e in Great Britain over the siirter king- 
dom. Thiis, at least, Mr. Sheridan said, wais a 
tjueistioti on which getitl^tnen were no longer to hear 
the desireis. and wishes of Ireld,tid urged as argu- 
ments fdr their concurrence ; it was a matter wholly 
'and entirely new. It was so far from b^ing any 
part of the offer made by Ireland, that it had not 
even been hinted at, or alluded to in the Irish par- 
liament;— it never had been once glanced at by 
Mr. Orde ; — it formed no part bf the consideration 
lecommend^d to the atteiitiotai of the parliaments of 
both kingdoms in His Sfdjefsty^s gracious speiech 
from the throne;— it Was not to be found in the 
questions referred to by the investigation 6f tlie com- 
mittee of privy council; and the right honorable 
gentlieman himself (Mr. Pitt) in opening this biisi- 
ness to the British pai'liain^t, bfaid ii6t uttered ^ne 
word which ' tended to Shew that' this ^proposition was 
esslential to the settlement proposed betWe^ the 
two kingdoms. . The qdeStidn th6n Was, 'Whether 
the new proposition now in debifte, containfed mat- 
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ter flit to be proposed from the parliament af (hU 
country to the parliameiit of Ireland ? In his coa** 
«cienjce» he thoygfat it did not. It ws^s injurious to 
make the offer, and it was folly to belieye it could 
be accepted. It was n9t enout^h to s^y, that the 
parliament pf Ireland ought not, or dared not 
agree to it: they had not the power to accede to 
it;*— it would l>e a concession beyond the limits of 
their trust; they would betray the confideoice re- 
posed in them ; and the Irij»h nation would spurp ^t 
the .bondage which their degenerate represent<'>tives 
had no authority io engage they should submit to. 

Much had been argued on a former day relative 
to tbe extent and .spirit of this proposition. The 
event and conclusion ^all those arguments from 
both sifjes of the house, warranted him now in as- 
serting, that this resolution went, in tbe. fullest ex* 
tent, to a complete rejsumption of the right of ex- 
ternal legislation, so lately exercised, but so solemnly 
r^iounced,.by Great Britain over Ireland, Jt was 
tmneces^ary>to repeat those arguments ; no person 
^ouid again attempt to maintain, that this was,a 
measure of experiment, or that it was in the power 
of Ireland to possess herself of the greatest presient 
benefits from this country, which so many gentler 
men contended she would immediately obtain, as a 
transfer of .British capital, and the establishment oi 
British manufactures; and then, by refusing to 
place, upon her statute book some act of this legis- 
lature whjeb she was bound to have adopted, void 
and annul the whole of this settlement, and revert 
unmolested to her present situation. A full ejxpla« 
nation had been given on this subject; tbe iconclu* 
,sions from which went distinctly to. this, that. the 
present settlement was final and perpetual. That 
the conti-acting parties in this momentous business 
being presumed to act with perfect foresiight.of the 
consequence of their, irrevocable engagements, jiei<- 
vther party could depart from any article. stipulated, 
withcmt breach of faith. Such an infi!action in <he 

m2 
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^Iron^er power would be an act of despotism and 
oppression ; and would justify the utmost extent of 
resistance in the weaker. It woxild be a direct at- 
tempttodis engage herself from all connection witb» 
or relation to, the empire ; and would authorise the 
rigor of coercion. This was the footing upon which 
the two countries must in future be understood to 
be united. Upon this view, it would be an imposi- 
tion on common sense to pretend, that Ireland could 
in future have the exercise of free will or discretion, 
upon any of those subjects of legislation on which 
she now stipulated to follow the edicts of Great 
Britain ; and it was ti miserable sophistry to con- 
tend, that her being permitted the ceremony of 
placing those laws upon her own statute book, as 
the form of promulgating them, was an argument, 
that it was not the British but the Irish statute 
which bound the people of Ireland. For his part, 
if he were a member of the Irish parliament, he 
should prefer the measure of enacting by one deci«- 
siye vote,' that all British laws, to the purposes 
stipulated, should have immediate operation in Ire^ 
I land as in Great Britain ; choosing rather to avoid 
I the mockery of enacting without deliberation, and 
{deciding where they had no power to dissent.-** 
. i Where fetters were to be worn, it was a wretched 
^ ambition to contend for the distinction of fastening 
i our own shackles. 

If this was a fair construction of the purport and 
necessary consequences of the resolution, was it a 
slight and trifling consideration, when we reflected 
on the solemn and decisive iQanner in which the 
faith of the two countries had been engaged on this 
subject ? Whellier Great Britain should insidiously^ 
hy surprise, and collaterally, as it were, make a 
proposal which would argue in her a repentance of 
the bounty, or rather of the justice, which she had 
-done to Ireland ; and which, if not accepted, would 
necessarily destroy for ever all confidence in that 
country towards Great Britain, on those great con- 



1785.] 165 

stitutional qnestions ivhich she had shewn were sa 
near to her breast, and so valued above all other 
advantages she had either claimed or acquired ? It 
had been solemnly stipulated between the two king- 
doms^ that '^ The right claimed by Ireland, to be 
bound in all cases whatever, only by laws made by 
the king, lords, and commons of Ireland, should 
never more be questioned, or questionable." This 
resolution did not question that right. No, certainly 
it did not; it only offered to bargain for it; and 
proposed conditions on which the right was to be 
relinquished for ever by Ireland. But who are the 
parties negociating; and under what circumstances 
IS the treaty carried on ? A final commercial ar-- 
raiigement is declared to be necessary to the future 
good understanding between the two countries: 
and by this final arrangement, it is declared by 
Britain, to be an indispensable condition, that Ire* 
land should give yp all legislative authority in mat<^ 
ters of trade and navigation ; and this condition ia 
not fairiy put forward in the outset of the treaty; 
but Ireland is treacherously encouraged to demand 
a benefit, and then a price is exacted greater than 
any favor Britain can bestow ; whilst by the manner 
of stating it, Ireland is at the same time given to 
understand, that there can never be peace or cor* 
diality between the two countries till she acquiesces 
in the sacrifice. 

When a strong power, conscious of its superiority, } 
treats with a weaker one upon such terms, it mayjl 
not question, indeed, the nght to the possessions 
wished for; but it does more;^t hints a menace! 
on the consequence of withholding it: the letter of' 
the compact is not infringed, but the spirit of it is ] 
violated. Here, Mr. Sheridan said, he would not ^ 
enter into a discussion, whether it was not reason- 
able in any administration, at any time, to entertain 
atf apprehension, that great difiSculties might ariife 
in the government of two countries, each possessing 
an independent legislature, especially in matters, of 



eommerce anfl riavfgation. To argue theoretically 
on OTch a situation, undoubtedly many af)preben' 
fidbns might be justifiable ; bdt what bad been the 
eyent? It had not proted them to be well founded ; 
but whatever fears were entertained on the Subject, 
th}s he was sdre of, that the only mode 6f treating 
4rith Ireland; in a point of such magnitude, was by 
hiVf explicit, arid ingenuous plain dealing. If the 
British government really thought it essential to the 
fcture good understanding, and to the edmmbii in- 
terestis of th^ two kihgdoms, that the pow^r of le« 
gislating to particular objects should be lodged in 
one kingdom; only for the common benefit of bbdij; 
and of consequence in that kingdom which was the 
head bf the etnpire; it should have been distiqctlv 
M stated in the first overture made to the Irish 
parliament, as the bksis of a permanent agreettient. 
lif then tipcm due deliberation, and full coihmunicd* 
tibn with their constituents, and with thb cbutitry 
at larg^ the |)arliamet>ik of that kin^ddm had 
thought it advisable, and had been duthoHsed to 
treat for the surrender 6f thosle rights which they 
had so lately deemed the only safeg'dard either of 
Idiieir eombierce or then* cot^stitution ; dnd which 
they gloried ^o much to have obtained by their own 
virtuotis and spirited exertions ; then hnVloubtedly, 
whatevtBT he blight have thought of tiiieir jpriidehce, 
he should not have held himself at liberty to mike 
th^immei coniments on the proceeding. Instep of 
this, nil bad been delusion, trick, and fallacy: a 
new sdiBpie 6f eomtnercial 'Arrangement is proposed 
to the Irii^^s a boon) and the Surrender of iheir 
Constitution is tacked llo it ab a mercantile regula* 
ttdh. Ireland, be\viy escaped from harkh trammels 
itnd Beveve discipline, is treated 'Gke a Mgh-bietiled 
horse, htad to calnch^ ^nd the Irish ^ecrel^ is to 
rettirn to the fifeld, isoolhing itnd coaxing inm, w'iih 
ft ^ieve of provendS- in one hatnd, but with a Ijridl© 
:hitbe other, ready to ^ip oveir his head while Ife Is 
"^ntxfflitig at the food. Bat lAAh ipoIiticsAijodsLeyihq^, 
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be vfw €0)iYincpd» would not succeed. Irelapd 
woi^d $pur^ ^ siny offer to wl^ich such a condition 
VQ3 to hip aQiieqFed ;-r-sbe yfould now plainly see, 
\h^\ tl)|is alarming condition^ nqyir indeed deplored 
^p ^e the e$senpe ^p4 yUal principlie of the whoI4 
settleme|it, t])pi|g|) inj:rpducea as an after-thought, 
a9 it yret^f and a$ 4 co^^s^il^^i^^^^ o^ t^^ tenor of th^ 
requi$it^op9 m^de by If-eland, ly^s no doubt th(^ 
first or^ginp,} object, and contained the seed aiid 
source of jthje^^^lf^!^ b^isiness. He w^s |;he inore 
^onfirmefl iff 0?i? PPW^!^'^* ^^9W^ jrppoUe/cUng ippy 
Ifj^affes in the right Jjonqr^bje njoyer's speecfhes 
^incehe first Qpen,ed tni^ if^atter; ^Ijthough ijt wa$ 
nptthen thought pru,d,eni, even to hipt that $)ac|i^ 
isitipida4;ion shpuld be part of the treaty; he con- 
^^ll^tly made it a tppic of accusation agaji'nst his 
right Iitonprabjie l/*iend (Mr, Fox^ that he ^ad per* 
ipitted lreian.d tp assert the freeapm of her cqnsti* 

gt^on unconditionaliy, and witoput resetyj^^g to 
reat Bi^tain a necessary control oyer her tr^d^ 
ai^ navigation. 

Here Mr. Sheridan went into ^ full defence of 
the conduct of his right honorable friend on that 
occsv^ion; he reminded the house of the circum- 
standi of the times ; the situation in which Ireland 
then stood ; and maintained, th^t the declaratory 
f^a^te ;^hich Ireland demanded to be repealed, was 
moi^ disgraceful to the journals of ,^hat J^pu^e, and 
j^f/^^e :?• lioel on the principles of ,th)s countnr, than 
u^jpTripus to .the people whoni it insiilt^d. !uut yv3S 
i^exe a naan in that house who would stand up s^d 
jiay, ;that conditions ought to have been made y.ith 
£[elai^d apnexed-to this concession, ^f a concessipji 
it |m|g|it jbe cfil}p^ ? Was there a man who statefL 
this ,tfi .1)6 his opinion at the time P ^t the rigqt 
llpppj^f^ble.gentiemsm, who so frequently repeats Qus 
^^S^f h^sto ple^ in his excuse, th^t l|e .\yas |i'^t 
iEen p<\^$^ .9^ ^JV^^?!*^ PpUUcal foresiglit^ and 
€pn»imm^te.s|tgaE^CJ.ty, which three years experience 
11^ jgiven ii}Qi;; .hq^ir came it tliat this qejur ally, 'l^ 
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right honorable gfentleman by his side (Mr. Jenkin- 
son) \^hose prudence and abilities were certainly 
not immature at that time, so far deserted his duty 
as never to protest, whilst the measure was in its 
progress, against the indiscretion and rashness of a 
minister, whom he had no reason to favor; nor 
once to warn him, that he was inconsiderately 
placing the two countries in a situation in which it 
was impossible for them to stand; and inducing 
parliament to relinquish a ri^ht, which it would be 
indispensably necessary, on the first opportunity, to 
resume. Fortunately mr the peace ana future union 
of the two kingdoms, no such miserable and narrow 
policy entered into the mind of his right honorable 
mend; he disdained the injustice of bargaining 
with Ireland on such a subject ; nor would Ireland 
have listened to him if he had attempted it. She 
had not applied to purchase a constitution ; and if a^ 
tribute or contribution had been demanded in return 
for what was then granted, those patriotic spirits 
who were at that time leading the oppressed people 
of that insulted country to the attainment oi their 
just rights, would have pointed to other modes of 
acqiiring them ; — ^would have called to them in thd 
words of Camillus, amm aptare atque ferro nor^ 
aurapairiam ^t Ubertatem recuperate. 

But if he had been surprised at this sort of Ian* 
guage coming from those gentlemen, he had been 
mudb more astonished at another right honorable 

fehtleman^s declaration, (Mr. Grenville) that when 
e had been in an official situation in Ireland, he 
^had wished for, and meditated a settlement be- 
tween the two countries, upon the principle of the 
|)rekeht proposed system. Had the ris^ht honorable 
gentleman forgotten the second legislative act passed 
by this parliament, in acknowledgment of the con- 
irtitutiqnarrights'of Ireland ? Had he forgotten that 
that act was a measure of his administration ? And 
did he remember the solemn pledge, there giyto, to 
reimove for ever all doubt, that any power, birt die 
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king, lords^ and commons, of Ireland, should dic- 
tate, in a legislative capacity, to that country ? 
The right honorable gentleman had stated, thatthi^ 
act had become absolutely necessary ; for that Ire- 
land, almost to a man, had conceived that the 
simple repeal of the 6th of George I. had not re- 
stored to lliem the security of their constitution, whs:;Ii 
yet remained to be acquired. If this was the case, 
and a bargain were necessary, then was the time 
for the right honorable gentleman to have proposed 
his conditions ; ^nd not to have permitted those for 
whom he obtained this new acknowledgment, to 
have eoneeived him to have been the champion for 
a more solemn and (explicit renunciation of the le- 

Eslative claims of Great Britain over Ireland, if 
t had in his mind a reserve, that a settlement was 
even then necessary, which should re*assert those 
claims, and degrade treliand to her former state of 
j»erv*ile dependence. ' * 

- With regard to the state of Ireland, it was ridi- 
culous to argue, that any circumstances had since 
occurred to justify or call for the present arrange- 
ment. It had been attempted to be proved in the re- 
Eort of the committee of privy council, that Ireland 
ad began to shew a hostile disposition towards 
Great Britain; and that she had passed two or three 
a^ts, imposing duties on some articles of British 
export. It was idle to reason from such trivial cir- 
cumstances. One or two of these acts, it was known, 
had passed the In^h Parliament rather by stealthy 
and through inadvertency. No material principle^^ 
upon which the two countries were to remain con« 
nected, had been violated ; and when we consider 
the perpetual shifting of the government and system 
in Ireland, that every three months wafted over a 
new Lord Lieutenant, the only wonder was, that 
those principles had "been so steadily adhered to. 
Thie clamor and riots of Dublin had also been re- 
sorted to as pretences for this arrangement; this 
sort of argument had been sufficiently reprobated by 
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a right honorable friepd of his (Mr. Bur^e) on a 
former day ; but if olapaor was to be attended to^ 
]et the meaning of it^ where there was any^ be pne- 
ferred to the noise. H^d the Irish clswored for the 
present settlement, or for any one article contained 
10 it ? Had they been loud in demanding access to 
the British market, in prefer^ce to protecting 
duties ? Had they requested to be tied for ever to 
the British monopoly in the West Indies, an4 to 
have the price of the coinmodities of those colonies 
increased upon them ? Had they cpmplaiped, thalf 
fortune haa offered ^he trade of the United Stftlies 
of America to them without condition ^ restraint ? 
Had they vehemently expressed their appriehen* 
sions, that the rich commerce of the east ivould 
i|>eedily be open to them, if e^ctual meas^res 
were not taken to prevent it? Had they regrett^ 
thai they were baraened with a suiplus of the here^ 
ditary revenue? Had they callea o^, that they 
were tired of th^ If^lative iijidepsndeaee, ^nd 
ttitreated to be relie v>^ fropi it ?^— But the fallacy 
of stating, such flimsy ^rpimd .as ike supposed cry 
of the popiiJaiee» as ih^ r^al origin, an4 :Sf ur of this 
itasportant wrangem^nt, was ioo obvious to be cppi* 
nmsted qb. Tae true spring and ince^t^ye to tiiiis 
v(*M 'and eomplicaled bu^fi^ie^s evidently lurked in 
this fourth tperoiK^ous res^ikitio^ ; jthe tendency of 
wJuch WAS of la piec^ mih their whole s^^em of gor 
vierament i«i JreJmitd ; w%^ <tbe ai^bibnuy a,nd iilleg^ 
proceedings i€if their (agents in the,businesfi<«f a>ttitl^« 
ments; ^and with 4iheir attac^kjs tqn;lihe ;)i|ptei;ty of ihp 
press; measures arguing a nuu^d ^o^t^le to the tru^ 
principles of ^constitiitiopfil fire»4ouii »od justifying 
will presuming tiiiat^iui^Wft^ .^ould.he pursued 
in Ilii8»amiitey,}if jlb^ otaiM be pra(#iod wi(b eflu^ 
impuniAy. : 

Mr.'iSheridati >n<w^ a^iferted jbQ what^^th^f 9(44^ 
lonl lin itbe ^bhte. iSiMmA (cNocth) ih^d m^j jf(V 
Ui eoneepttm itif ih^ ipin^ tOt the sp^po^itiou 
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stated, that if was itoq^estKHiabhr a ptoposal on the 
part of the British parKaiMfit, .that Ireland shoitld^ 
upeu certain eonditions, j^nrr«nder her now-aoknatr-* 
ledged right of eiiteraal legislstidB^ and return, sM 
to thiit pointy to the skaaticn frodfi which she had 
eniancipfeited herself ih 1762^. The nobk lord had 
also added, that though he ihi^t not approve of 
the fiid.hnfer and oircomstanees under which tliis 
oSei wki made> yet he sineerbly hoped, that Ire-i 
land wonldfoj^set betii^ and pet*c^ive her intei^st in 
acceditig to like piH^posaL The noble loM was 
right ih sa^ng', that Ireland milst fdrget^ before she 
cooM ccmstot ; but she had mOre to ft^rg^t than the 
insidious ahd «mfair ihanner in which ^k propDisrai 
eatne te hei'j shfe must fbrg'et, diet Gi^^at IBtttaln 
ever hkd the p^wer now rei|UTred to be tsractededtn 
her ; dhe amii ierget the use 6reat Btitain made •of 
it whilisA lAie |)<esi9e9sed lit. And bjr what ai^tnnente 
is Irelixni!! to be ndnlced to teiinqusBh this tigirt t 
Can it bfe btoAed to-her^ ihnt dhe km eWr t>nce ex* 
eixsised it.te the iiayvty ot this coant^? No; bat 
we ai^e teld^ that it is poslible Ishe may do 'ao} 
tofl is i^wpot liqd^liy ffoBsiblethat Great Sr^in wmf 
abuse the tit»t^ atrd employ this pfoweih to the «ip« 
pression of Ireiand? It is wtgusc^ tissttiixefttsMc^ 
of |»My, th^&ntei^t^d vi^ws'of nuercantile'speoo* 
)«tiiem, br thb fbily off narrow peiltioiaiil^ mftf) fft 
eome "time or 'other, lead irekm, eni^n iit llbe ex« 
jprense 'of *ber tiwn interest, io 'measixrds whidi might 
vuibwmsB (the trade asid liavig^tion 'of the ^supkie. 
An& 'has Iteland neOiing'to fecpprabend ^oiti ^prnty, 
ffotn nercantfle avarice, of* IKrom hikid^and nhtnm 
pdlicy ? Xf His Bo^^tthclt En^lmd is :grawn "too 
ttUerJA inxd ^niigfhten&d to justify any sijch afqpre- 
iifension oh <the tiefft df iTeland, the ^[^faafieeUor of 
Ifae Ex^bekj^r hiorself oontradicte this veasomBgy 
b^ nnsertnitg'tfattttbeitwoifaaadredftko^^ 
fflfcturers, Whdseipetitilins stre (onthe^taible, )aite <nll 
wflnenead ^eMber by (the an^gestions tif ifactkm, or 
tiliikted;by'^pr6jndiGetmd:«d§m intMtfai AeM 
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is not a single argument which can be used as an 
inducement to Great Britain to attempt to resume 
this power, which does not equally a{)ply as a mo- 
tive to Ireland not to part with it; with this diffe- 
rence only, that fact and experience will justify the 
result of the one, but have afforded no pretence for 
the requisition from the other. 

But this power, if returned to Great Britain, is 
to be returned with this qualification. The laws 
which Ireland is to be bound to adopt and to obey, 
are, ^* To enforce the same restraints, and to con- 
fer the same benefits upon the subjects of both 
countries." Here, then, arises a question which 
will necessarily be duly weighed, and duly consi-* 
dered by the Irish. Is it, or is it not, possible for 
Great Britain, under the title of ^^ Laws for the 
regulation of trade and navigation, or for regulating 
and restraining the trade of the British colonies and 
plantations," to adopt restrictions, and enforce con- 
ditions, which may materially cripple and embarrass 
the trade and navigation of Ireifuidy without pro- 
portionably affecting the commerce of Great Bri- 
tain. He took upon him confidently to assert, that 
this might be done in innumerable particulars. He 
had stated, for example sake, some instances upon a 
former day; he had stated, that Great Britain 
might restrain the trade and navigation between 
the colonies and these kingdoms to vessels of con- 
siderable burthen, and a proportionate number of 
seamen. England has large ships and numerous 
crews, Ireland has neither. The advantage of Ire- 
land has been supposed to be her making more fre- 
quent voyages to the plantations, and for smaller 
cargoes. Such a measure of legislation as is alluded 
to, would evidently have a different operation on the 
commerce of the two countries. He had stated; 
that Great Britain, reserving the power of prescrib- 
ing the form of original certificates to be given by 
the revenue officers of the cdionies, and of requiring 
them to accompany the importation of every article 
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of colonial produce imported from Ireland into 
Great Britain, might, by limiting the time at \rbich 
they should be allowed, and by various other means, 
entangle and distress the Irish trader ; and the more 
so, as the restraint was not even to be reciprocal. 
He had stated, that Great Britain might make it 
a condition, that no ship should clear out a cargo 
from the West Indies, which did not take out a sti- 
pulated quantity of some British manufacture not 
to be obtained in Ireland; but it was unnecessary 
for him to multiply or argue upon examples. If he 
was wrangled out of one case, still the principle 
he went upon was not defeated -, for he was not to 
be called upon to prove the probability of the in- 
stances he quoted, or that Great Britain would not 
injure herself were she to adopt them ; because the 
whole of the present arrangement was built upon 
this foundation, that it was essential to the system 
that neither country should retain a power upon any 
terms to injure the commerceiof the other* 

But whether it was probable or not that Great 
Britain would in future exercise this right of ex- 
ternal legislation over Ireland with justice and libe- 
rality, shutting her ears to prejudice and self-inte» 
rest; still it must be admitted, that it was claiming 
a considerable sacrifice from the sister kingdom; 
and what were the advantages held out to her to 
induce her to make this sacrifice.? He wished th|3 
house to . view the whole of this matter, and not to 
confine their attention to the subject of the British 
market, which had been argued upon as if there wais 
nothing else to be conceded by one side or acquired 
by the other. What was the present situation of 
Ireland in respect to all branches of commerce, in* 
dependently of her intercourse with this kingdom? 
Here Mr. Sheridan went into a more minute detail 
than it is necessary for us to pursue, in order to 
shew the situation in which Irels^nd now stood in 
respect to her trade with our colonies, and with 
foreign countries, and that in which she was pro- 
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^pQHsed to he placed, 4dio«ild ihe syAlem of arranges 
meat, «t present ixt conteioplatioii, be adopted. 

With respeet to (be West Indies, Ireland was Ao 
ngvee io fowgo erery maiket but that of die British 
plantaitions; to ^ve up tbe.crfiaapestibrthe dearest; 
to lose the (Option at present possessed, of being siip>- 

I^lied oireujtously throagh fiseat Bntaio, apon the 
ow duties, if lihe found it not to her advantage to 
apply to the direot ttrade of -tiie whole of her .conr 
sumption; todoubleherpveseid; duties on the Article 
of ram ; to impose pot oply equeA povt duties upon 
her exports, but to conntoryaii every internsd duty 
^hich Grreat Britain ^may impose upon any simikur 
article of her own inannfactuine ; .so that if Greiri; 
Svitain was to lay a iduiy upon tthe e^iport of ^ber 
linen to those odopies, which would be of litjtle 
injury to her, Ireland must do the same, though the 
vevevse ^would be the consequence. In short, the 
whole was sacrifice and surrender on >the part of 
Ireland. As to America, the differenqe lay in a 
*word. Instead of a trade to that whole continent 
^without restriction or doty, but what she should 
-tiiink proper ^herself 'to impose, she was, .to admit 
into her ports nomrticliesof^milar growth, produce, 
xyrimanufaetqre to those of the British coloaifi^s, or 
-which were U^itble *to'be imported from thence as 
MMich, ^ but upou' the terms that » Great Britain should 
hereafter 'dictate. ^With Africa, she was to be 
^placed upon the same ^footing as -with the 'West 
^Indies ; and to India, i^he was to abandon all hope 
land prospect' of inrercoorsejwith those countries to 
^tke -end of 'time; and consent that an immovable 
^boom ehould be placed from the Cape of Gopd 
;H(M[>e to the Straits of 'MageUan. iThus restrained 
and dependent, her prospects of Eurppean com- 
'Sieree wercto' be proportionably diminished. These 
Mmcrifice^eooM not be disputed rand it was to be 
' considered, that every article proposed to be aban- 
^doned by Irelajiidv Vras an advantage 4o whi^h her 
*til)e w^ not disputed j — an advantage that she hdd 



a^^^ ri^li^y and for "which sheliad a elaitn to compen** 
satibti if iteKfi^tsh^d. 

Thme then being' ^flie isttcrificeS t(4iich iTdand 
ivd!s to iliake in her |yrospecte of an extended fo- 
teign 'l^ottimercie, \(rhere was to belierTdtrft>otkm? 
In Whkt instance was the advatilag^ hk 'this treaty 
to be on her iside ? Ftotn whenfeie wais she to receive 
the bbasted cbmpttislatibnP^— Tlife SrititAi marktet !— 
tfaaft was to be opened to -her. 4%ere, and *there 
otily, ^as she 'toT[ck)k for an eqnivrileritfbr the nn- 
^erduis ^hd impoi^arit 'S^crrfices she was to mstb? 
both in commerce and constitiltiom tie'defied'any 
into to htive the bardihood to di5ny, for^ monaettt, 
%at in every other instance Irela(nd was n<lt to be 
placed iti an irtfinit^ly worse situ^ltion than that In 
which iVe ri6w stands ; and in WHch she stands by 
Yair and acknowledgp6d ri^ht. *l5nt *ho1v was this 
advantage to be giv^n to her? 'Upon what tertns 
traB the British maAet to be opened ? If he waJs 
to tidopt the language cind s^ntim^nts of those Vhb 
•propoiie this boon, he should answer, ijpon suA 
terms as shall effectually priivfeirt'Irelattd^from ertt 
profiting, in the smallest' degree, by the' concision. 
To this point all their arguments have tended ;-^to 
ibis dll their evidence had been peinte%l; sb fibit, 
if we were to give credit to the tninister and h& 
Supporters, this equitable treaty, this bargain tipon 
the basis of reciprocity, wxmld prove neitnefr^more 
nor lefss than a direct frtittd, cheat, ^nd robbery j 
stripping Ireland of all the* cotnmercial' advantages 
she nad' Obtained, as well as of the constitution 
which Secured them to brer ; and giving tibthmg in 
Velum, but a tight toreiMerherself odious in' this 
"country, by an attempt at a tiVaJship w^hich coMfd 
not be pfontAble to herself, though it might be wis- 
'febi'evous to Great Brit^. ^TSte ' Wtis "not iricHmed, 
HbWdv^r,' to give credit to» the' minister's tesiSoning 
"6nthis suWect; and mudi tess to the' evidence he 
Tiad brbugbt to sdpport itj-^the greatfer pkrt *6f 
Whicfc htcd bifeerf incirfely alibel bn the chaWictcr Md 
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habits of the Irish nation; nor did be, at the same 
time, go with the manufacturers of this country to the 
extent of the evils which they apprehended— many 
of their arguments were undoubtedly well founded, 
and the evidence they had given at the bar merited 
the most serious attention. There was one point, 
however, in which he most completely agreed with 
them ; — in their assertion, that if the Irish trader 
.should be enabled to meet the British merchant and 
manufacturer in the British market, the gain of 
Ireland must be the loss of England. This was a 
fact not to be controverted on any principle of 
common sense or reasonable argument. The pomp of 

feneral declamation and waste of fine words, which 
ad on so many occasions been employed to disguise 
and perplex this plain simple truth ; or still more 
fallaciously to endeavor to prove, that Great Britain 
would find her balance in the Irish market, had 
only tended to shew the weakness and inconsistency 
of the doctrine they were meant to support. The 
truth of the argument was with the manufacturers ; 
and this formed in Mr. Sheridan's mind, a ground 
of one of the most vehement objections he had to 
the present plan. Ireland must not endeavour to 
rise on the ruin of the trade of Great Britain — she 
must not aim to thrive avowedly at the expense of 
the British manufacturer, however idluring tne prosr 
pect; — ^not justice and generosity alone, but interest 
and policy, would call upon her to desist from the 
attempt. Possibly at first she might find a profit 
and an advantage in the contest — ^but how was a 
great j)art of this advantae^e to be obtained ? — By 
means incompatible with the true spirit and prin- 
ciples which led to permanent conmaercial prospe- 
rity, — by means which had been stated at the bar, to 
form a great part of the apprehensions of those who 
petitioned against these propositions; — by a lax exe- 
cution of her revenue laws; — by the corrupt counten- 
ance of her legislature to such a conduct ; — by steal- 
ing her own manufactures into this country j — by 
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passing those of foreign countries for her own^ by- 
obtaining a transfer of capital, and enticing oyer ar- 
tists and worknaen, by false hopes and ill-founded 
prospects ; in dhort, by sn^uggling, by evading, by 
defraudingi by conniving, by deceiving. The profit 
earned by such means, would, by the system they 
tend to introduce, be ruinous in the end to the 
country which practised then], while they would 
immediately deeply injurie the sister kingdom, if she 
submitted to them ; but that would not long con* 
tinne; the consequence would be, that even the 
name of Irishman would become odious and de* 
testable to the commercial interest of Great Brii^ 
tain ; aad Ireland would sooq be taught to know^ 
that while she was pressing, by all possible means, 
her own advantage from this article of the settlement, 
she had, by other conditions of the treaty, surrendered 
into the hands of Great Britain the power of crip* 
pling and crushing the whole scheme of her com* 
merce, of chastising her presumption, and of reduc'^ 
ing her to her former state of abject dependence, 
whenever the interest, the prejudices, or the animo* 
sity of the trading part of this community should 
countenance die measure. Mr. Sheridan urged this 
in other points of view, atid declared, that if he were 
a person of consideration in Ireland, so far from en« 
couraging the people there to struggle for the Bri« 
tish market, he should think it his duty, and what 
he owed to the int^ests of his countrymen, to caU 
loudly to the whole land, to turn away their eyes and 
thoughts from that one object, to attempt no race or 
contest with l2ie British manufacturer^ — ^to shun, as 
thd greatest evil, the jealousies, heart-burnings, and - 
destructive ill-will, which would necessarily breed 
on such a competition, circumstailced so peculiarly 
with respect to burdens as Great Britain was, and 
biassed by rooted habits of thinking upon this parti- 
cular point ;^ but to endeavor to increase, by fair and 
gentle means, the home consumption of the produce 
of their own industry, and by systematji^ and vigo- 

VOI*. I. N 
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rous enterprise, to aim at a successful intercourse 
with every foi'eign port ; there, if they met the Bri- 
tish merchant, it would be a liberal emulation ; there 
he could have no innovation or unfairness to com- 
plai|i of; and there, even if successfully rivalled, he 
would be conscious that the increasing wealth of Ire-* 
land, from such a source, might, with truth, be stated 
to be a fund wherein the general commerce of Eng-» 
land would assuredlv find its compensation. Thus 
might Ireland be addressed under her present cir* 
cumstances ; but let the settlement now proposed be 
once established, what would be the answer ? Would 
not the Irish merchant and manufacturer reply— 
*^ What you advise us to, is unreasonable and prepos- 
terous ; — we have bound ourselves for ever to the 
monopolies of Great Britain in the East and in the 
West; we receive the commodities of both at her 
vtill, at her prices, and at her duties j we are crippled 
in our intercourse with America, holding a preca- 
rious and restrained trade with those sovereign states 
as if they were still British colonies : our dreams of 
being the dep6t and emporium for the foreign couur 
tries of Europe are, of consequence become vision-*^ 
ary and ridiculous; we have violated the principles 
of our constitution, by giving a perpetual aid to a 
military force at the will of the executive magis- 
trate ; we have for ever surrendered our right of ex- 
ternal legislation into the hands of the British par- 
Kamen't ; for all this, the British market is our com- 
pensation; upon that we are compelled to fasten 
our minds ; to that we must cling, that we must ob- 
tain, by every possible exertion of every kind ; and 
if Great Britain suffers by it, the mischief is of her 
own seeking, and the restrictions which force us to 
^is contest, is of her own imposing," These would 
be the happy fruits of a plan, whose boasted object 
was to cement the union of the two countries, and 
connect them by bonds of eternal amity, and reci-* 
procal affection ! 
^^ After enlarging on this^ Mr. Sheridan concluded 
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with pressing on the attention of the house the pra* 
positions as they then stood, completely changed in 
spirit, principle, and regulation ; and begging them 
to consider them in their true light, as new uropo- 
sals from the British parliament, — those made by the 
Irish parliament being in fact rejected; and to de.^ 
cide, whether they were such as human reason could 
suppose the Irish parliament, weighing what they 
are to renounce, and what they are to acquire, could 
a^ccept, if fair time was given them to argue and de^ 
liberate ; or if, by surprise and management, .they 
were hurried through that parliament, at a season of 
thin attendance and relaxed attention, whether the 
most fatal misunderstandings might not be appre- 
hended, from the country^s afterwards discovering 
the delusion which had been practised upon them, 
and the arts and fallacies whicn had obtained the ir-r 
revocable surrender of their dearest rights. The 
resolution in debate, was declared to be the essence 
of this new system ; negative that, and the plan fell 
to the ground ; if it passed that day, a deep wound 
would instantly be given to the confidence oi Irelan4 
in Great Britain; if adopted rashly by the Irish 
parliament, the decisive blow would be struck, an4 
affection and good faith between the two countries, 
be banished for ever. 

Mr. Pitt, in repfy, observed--^ If a chain of recent events, and 
the vihok tenor of the conduct that had been adapted bypermnU'ofa 
eeriain dacriptiQn,,hadn4j€eaih4mtiedandantiiiipe4edh^ 
any time that could came from, than, he eoula scarcely believe his 
senses, tchen he beheld a gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) who for many 
weeks had concealed his intentions so effectually, as to leave it a doubt 
whether M tbas friendly or hostUe to the arrangement now depend* 
ingpStmul forth the avowed enemy of a part of the system, which^tas 
mcessarsly competed with the whole, and take up a ground of op- 
position the most dangerous and inflammatory that could possibly 
sugtest itself But it was not to be wondered at, that the conduct 
of toe honorable gentleman should be so inconsistent, when it was re^ 
membered how mconakteni all the meaaures of the party, of which 
he was the mouth-piece, were; and, how inconsistent the personi 
tvho composed that party were with one another,'* — Lord North, 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Sherman, rose together instantly as Mr* Pitt sat 

n2 
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dbifw ; the two fyrmer sane vfoy, as Mr. Shifidan hadhem 90 pmr^ 
ikuUarly pointed at in Mr. PitVs spt^. 

Mr. Sh£R1PAN said, he was con^dent ttiat the 
candor and liberality of the house v^ould indulge 
him with a few minutes attention (though he had 
|ust takien up so large a portion of their time) to 
enable him to repel the grossest perversion, not of 
words merely, but of conduct and motives, which 
the most presumptuous adept a:t misrepresentation 
had ever atterapted to maintain, in defiance of truth 
9nd decency. 1 he right hon. ^entlem^n had charged 
him, in the most acrimonious language of reproof, 
with inconsistency of conduct. He was s^ccused of 
not having appeared to bold one uniform opinion 
upon the subject of the Irish propositions — a curious 
charge, and curiously supported j for the very words 
of tbe right honorable g'entleman's accusation ac- 
counted K>r, and jqstifiea the contradictions be com- 
plained of.— -It was, because every day had brought 
forth new opinions — it was, becau&fe every time the 
committee met, the tone had been changed, and the 
ground had been shifted — that it had became utterly 
impossible for' any person either to support or op- 
pose his system upon the same principle, or with the 
same arguments, for two days together. But it was 
^ot verv surprising that the right honorable gentle- 
man^ wl^o had forgotten everv ground which, at the 
comnu^icement, he professcid to a,ct ujpom should nqt 
very accurately remember the line of conduct puv^ 
sued by others — ^nothing but this complete oblivion 
of hiipself, and wbat he hiptd done in thi$ business, 
could have he^yed him into the Tasihne3S of accus- 
ing gentlemen on that side of the house of acting a 
double game? Did he complaia of* a double 
game?-^he, through whose whole conduct in this 
business had not observed one direct proceeding,-^ 
not one strs^ight-ibrwiu'd step* The wh(^ negocia-> 
tion, from the first hour, had been carved, twisted, 
§Qd circuitous-^-1^ plan, opened with dupUcity, and 
explained with equivocation. The gross and glar- 
ing contradictions between the right honorable gen- 
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tleman's first statement and reasoning upon tfat9 
business in England, and Mr, Orde's in Ireland, nn*^ 
doubtedly had no resemblance to a double game; 
there had been no double game in the committee of 
privy council, carrying on a mock investigation for 
itis Majesty's information, after His Majesty had 
received an address of thanks for having adopted 
the measure; and, above all, no double game had 
been practised with the manufacturers; but all their 
.misapprehensions had been owing to Occident, or 
their own dulness ! Whilst such things were in the 
recollection of the house, the right l^iohorable gentler- 
man must not expect to haVe his loose and unfounded 
charges pass unreplied , to, however boldly urged 
with lofty tones and clamorous declamation. For 
his part, he defied the right honorable gentleman to 
tax him with anyone inconsistency upon this subject 
Me was the mouth-piece of no party, as the right 
honorable gentleman had been pleased to style him, 
nor was he the tool of any party. He had aii j»trong 
.party feelings as any man ; but he had those feel- 
.ings, because those he was attached to, neither, ex^- 
pected from him servility of judgment, nt)r pliancy 
of principle. The right honorable gentleman, per- 
haps, knew himself too well, what it was to be only 
the channel of conveying other people's sentiments 
and decrees-^to be the eloquent mouth employed to 
promrulgate schemes, not bred in his own judgment, 
nor approved by his own heart, ^his, he sQlemnly 
beheved, was the right honorable gentleman s case. at 
present. He was convinced, in his own mind^ that 
that part of the plan which was to enti'ap Ireland 
into a surrender of her constitution, wai^no original 
wish of that right honorable ^gentlenaan's, but had 
^en put upon him^ sinee^ by those who will some 
day mclk^ still htirder conditions viritb favm, for tite 
Cdntittuance of their coui^tenance and support. * 

Mr Skerid^m then recapitulated his own conduqt 
throughout the discussion ; stating; thatsooa after, the 
opening of the proposed arrangement^ be had said in 
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debate in that bousej that be should differ upon this 
subject, be 'feared, with those whom he had always 
ictedwith; that he had solicited no petition, nor 
knew even of that from Stafford till the day he had 
presented it; but that on the day Mr. Pitt brought 
forward his sixteen new propositions, so far from ap- 
pearing' to approve of them, he had called to the 
right honorable gentleman to read a second tiine this 
particular proposition, and had declared, in speak- 
ing to an amendment, he moved before the nouse 
rose that night, that the fourth resolution struck 
him as an absolute resumption of the right of exter- 
nal legislation over Ireland. The right honorable 
gentleman brought an amendment to this resolution 
the next time the committee sat, and quoted what 
he called his (Mr. Sheridan's) misconception as a 
reason. Mr. Sheridan had then replied, that the 
amendment had removed no part of his objection. — 
He had since spoken and divided against this resolu^ 
tion in the committee. 

~ With regard to other particulars in this arrangfe- 
mentj he had voted, in many instances, with the mi- 
iiister, and against his right honorable friend and the 
noble lord ; and he had suggested some amendments 
which had been adopted, and which certainly tended 
to smooth the reception of the propositions in Ire- 
land. He left the house to judge, whether there was 
any thing either inflammatory or inconsistent in this 
conduct. But his opinion upon the whole of the 
plan, as it was completed, he had delivered that day, 
and that opinion he would maintain. 

The house frocteded at one &clock, and continued till past four, to 
' make amendments, several of which were offered hy Mr. Eden ; anid 
temg admitted to be necessary, accepted. Mr. Fox moved after- 
wards to ifuoHae the duHeson the import of raw materials into the 
tfoo kingdoms; and also on the export cf manufactures to foreign 
ports; and also to adopt mutually all prohibitions on foreign manu- 
jactures. This clause was negatived^ The house, at the concluaon, 
resolved, ** Tlut the resolutions be communicated to the lords, and 
their eoucurremee dedred thereto.*' . 
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July 8, 

Mr. Shbridan desired to know from ministenr, 
Whether the bill for preventing the exportation of 
manufactures, and materials for the manufacture 
of iron beyond seas, extended to Ireland ? And not 
receiving a satisfactory answer, he moved that the 
bill be printed. After sonve debate, he withdrew 
his motion. 
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Themri^ofthe iay wa$ rtad^for the hmm ** to renbeitHlJ itM 
a cammittu of way $ and means:" and, after agreeing to certain »• 
iolutiam propoted, a long and uninterrupted pause ensued. 

Mr. Shertdan remarked, that he concluded the 
house were now waiting, in silent suspense, for the 
appearance of the Secretary at War, with his pro- 
posal of a vote in favor of the army estimates. JBut 
surely the house would act with more propriety if, 
instead of listening at so early a period to the dis« 
cttssion of this important subject, they were to ad* 
journ immediately, and thus allow themselves more 
time for the investigation. 

The Secretary at War nawentered, andnmedt *' That the house 
shouldresolve itself into a commttu ef snppbf,f€ir ike purpose of 
taking the army eetimutes hsto cantideratlon. Mr. MmMn mtmi$ 
*^ that the house should now a^foum," 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he also must rAifit the 
motion for the Speaker*s leaving the chair ; yet, 
upon an important principle, in some measure dis* 
similar from that of his honorable friend; and 
for the sake of preserving a strict and invariable 
adherence to the established rules and forms of pro^ 
ceedtng in that house, on the present occasion, he 
felt it right to urge the necessity of preserving such 
an adherenee; and, therefore, must beg leave to 
remind the right honorable gentleman in the chaar. 
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that he rested on his authority for the validity and 
justness of his argument as applicable to the present 
instance. It had been the well-known and esla^ 
tilisbed rvl^ of proceeding with the army estimates^ 
^to have them laid upon tne table eight days prior to 
any motions being made for referring* them to the, 
consideration of a committee. This rule had, he. 
believed^ ^ been invariably adhered to in every for- 
mer instance ; but in the present the estimates had 
not been upon the table more than five days, and 
now it was attempted to go into a committee for 
the purpose of voting them ; although at the time 
they had been presented, when Wednesday was 
nominated, as tne day 6u which they should be 
taketi into consideration, they had heard from the 
first authority in that house, that the practise h^d 
been, in all preceding tiriies, not to nfi'ove for their' 
bevng referred to the committee of snpply, until they 
had lieen upon the table eight days. With such 
indeeency did the administration fly in the face of 
the chcfcir ; and fatal would prove the consequeneet| 
if a. bad ptecedent were once suffered to be esta« 
billed. He did not mean to insinuate that any 
impi^oper inte^ition operated upon the ri^ht honoor^ 
Able gentletnati at tne head of the War Ofiice, in 
thus urging the house to break through their esta^ 
blishefji TPt^^^ ^"^ ^ he was to be indulged in every 
^cceDtfic fiight of genius that be might choose to 
tftke, tUete was n^ knowing into what strange ex-» 
travagancies he might not lead them. For his 
prftt,' !(• wondfu^ed frorti wboin he b^d learnt the 
tden pf bteakhig thiKHugh the e^ta^blisjiied i'nle9 und 
forms^iof the boujsfej hisi predeceisii^orf^ in ofiGk^e bad 
hem emte»l to adhere invariablv to ih^se, wlfs, 9Jp4 
in so doing! Ihey l^ad acted wiseiv« If the rule wa9 
ooc^ broken through;! it might be iiboUshed alto* 
getheXi If it iva3 right to vote th« arwy estimates 
afifir Ibey had beejn upon th^ table only five days^ 
uehy niA i^te tbetm alter bfing ther^ only foun 
jthsae^ or tif o days ? orishy oQt bring tbcmdiwn^ 
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presc^ot them, and call tipon the bouse to rdte fheM^ 
the next day, or the very ^y on which they wei^e 
presented ? The same reason which would justify 
the violation of the rule in one itistance, would jud- 
ttfy it iti alL BeHides, in all former sessions the' 
constatit asag'e had beeii to vote the navy before 
the amy estimates; and, as th^ strength of ou« 
marine was to guide what sori of an 'army mi^ht 
be necessary, the vote of the navy oa^bt al^ 
ways to pr^edle the vote of the army. This in* J 
Mngement of th6 usual practise wa«i highly reprei 
kensible ; and though he coold^ not agree that it 
was not impvoper to vote the army before the 
militia^ or think that there required any argument 
whatevieir to prove the extreme ii»propriety of going 
into a Gommittee^ besides that very terioas Me 
winch he had aJlread^ tirged, the abfK>lute necessity 
41 a stri^^t adherence to the established rules and 
forfifts 6f prooe^in^^i^fi! thaii bouse ; yet, certainly 
the manner in whidi the ri^ht honorable gentleman 
had expressed ^himself on the subject of the militia^ 
afforded strong ground of objection to v^ing the 
army - estimates at present. The right honorai>le 
gentleman bad conte^fided that an honorable and 
respectable friend of bis ou^ht not to shrink from 
his intention of bringing in the bill for regulating 
the mtilitia; because he^ a single individual in that 
hou$e^ had declared be had not made up his mind 
to oi>e partioolar point* For his part, he was of 
the same opinion ; and he hoped, notwithstanditi^ 
what had pasi^ed, that the worthy and respectable 
member wouid bring in his bilL And, sunely, the 
public ware already under infinite obligations to hi«i 
for what he bad done, and for bis introducing the 
bill, even if it were to 4m\, from that part of it being 
objefted to smd overcome, tiiat enacted the measure^ 
which the honorable gentleman, andtbose who had 
with him taken the trouble^ of digesting the system 
(and who were consequently the ti^ sible to judge 
of every part of it), deemed the ttoet eelsejiitial pfMt 



of ally Tvauld be attended vith this good coose*- 
qoencei that it would iK>t only bring the subject 
fairly under discussion, but open the eyes of the 
public, and convince them who were, and who 
were not, the friends of the militia j and whether 
there was, or was not, any design to annihilate the 
institution. With regard to the rie^bt honorable 
gentleman's calling himself^ as he had thought pro* 
per to do, in respect to the inilitia, a single indi- 
vidual, it might fairly be observed, that the right 
iionorable gentleman passed under various charac- 
ters in that house ; at one time he called himself 
a member of administration, at another the mi- 
nister, then again the minister of the crown; nay, 
he had even once assumed the self-created character 
of representative of the representatives of the people, 
and sent his own will in a dictatorial manner to the 
Irish parliament, instead of the resolutions of ]that 
house. But when the fit of humility was on him, he 
bent to the more submissive character of a simple 
individual. It was not a little remarkable that the 
effect and success of his measures for the most party 
depended on the character which he thought fit to 
assume. When the right honorable gentleman chose 
to stand up as a single individual, he generally 
failed of achieving his purpose. On the grand 
question of reform in the representation of the people 
in parliament, the right honorable gentleman pro- 
fessed he was acting as a single individual, and 
there he did not succeed. In this scrutiny, in like 
manner, actiag as a single individual, he failed ; 
and had he been no more than a single individual 
in the case of his India bill, he verily believed the 
ri^ht honorable gentleman would have failed like- 
wise. He confidently hoped that the militia bill, 
if broufi^ht in and gone on with, would succeed, as 
the right honorable gentleman chose, on the present 
occasion, to call himself a single individual^ however 
much the gentlemen who had waited upon him 
respecting the militia» might have foupd him the 
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minister at his hom6 in Downin^-street. On the 
^irhole^ it appeared that the house could not imme^i- 
jdiately g'o into a committee upon the army estimates, 
without violating an established practise, and thereby 
introducing a precedent which might lead to most 
mischievous and alarming consequences. He felt 
it difficult to conclude without observing, that the 
half-stifled laughter with which the minister and his 
friends met some of his remarks, were indecently 
misapplied, on a subject of such particular im^ 
portance. 

The Secrelary at War said he JhUend himself that the d^- 
finoe qf his awn conduct would restjirmly upon a plain statement of 
facts ; and, therefore, he should leave it to the house to judge from 
them, and draw the natund eondusians. There was not in tiiMt 
house, he believed, a member who had shewn more respect and re^ 
verence to their forms of proceedings than he had uniformly done 
for the thirty years, during which he had set in parliament ; and he 
trusted that he had not in: the present instance acted so as to violate 
any one of them. The papers had now been seven days on the tdUe., 
(Mr. Sheridan cried out No, no! only five,) The Secretary at 
War added,. that he should persist in his assertion: theywere^pre- 
sented on the preceding Thursday, and he should contend, that 
Thursday was one day, Friday two, Saturday thru, Sunday four^ 
Xtlie opposite side of the house laughed), Monday five, Tuesday ^^ 
(md Wednesday seven ; that was a complete wedc,for he knew of no 
rule that the whole of the seven should be sitting^ days. Saturdays 
and Sundays would serve a^ well for the inspection ^papers as any 
other days; and, thenfore, let the house judge whether the papers 
had not been before them a full week ; and whether he was chargeable 
with any Attempt either to proceed precipitately, or to violate any 
established form of proceeding. Indeed, he should have imagined, that 
the honorable gentleman who had just sat down, knew his character 
as a member ^parliament too well to have supposed him capable of 
such a design; and as to eccentric flights of genius, he could onfy 
say, he wfls at that moment (tortured ay the gout) less qualified than 
ever to attempt flights even at any other time, if he had been so in^ 
dined. As a prorf that his arguments were far from inconclusive, 
. he begged leave to remind the honse, that whm he gave notice rfthe 
day on which he should move to refer, the estimates to the committee 
ofsvtpply, a noble Earl (Surrey) expressed his satisfaction that 
the time of investigation was so little distant. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that the right honorable 
gentleman had contented himself with attempting 
to prove that the papers had been upoil the taUe a 
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^eek or seven days; but even if that could be 
made out (which he mu^st beg leave to deny), thi» 
,was not meeting his argument; which was, that 
the papers had not been on the table the usnal time, 
and in that argument he had been supported by the 
first authority in that house* When he alluded to 
the eccentric flights of the right honorable gentle^ 
itolin, hci certainly did not mean to insinuate, that 
Ihe right honorable gentlemau had taken a flight 
of such alfitttde as that of a right honorable friend 
of his (Colonel Fitzpatrick) during the course of the 
preceding year. 

The house i^erufardB re$oived iUelf Mo a eommiitee^ Mr. Mm^ 
tiMa dmendmeni being Jirst given up ; trnd certain rtsotuHons ioere 
moeed'and veied^ and ordered iobe reported^ an Tueeday the lOM* 
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A motion was made far the second reading of the report from the 
: committee of supply, of the vote] of the army. Mr. Steele observed, 
that he beUev^d no person would consider he was hostile to the mo- 
tion ; and that hk OTity reason for rising was to rescue his rigAt 
honorable friend (Mr. Pitt) from the imputation thrown out upok 
him on the preceding Wednesday, that he demised and trampled 
upon the orders and forms of the house, tn proposing to have the 
army estimates voted before they had lain a week upon the table, A 
*nobfe lord (North), whose opinion always carried with it gredt 
wdght, had said that the week should be taken exchtdve of the day 
on which the estimate was produced. But having since looked into 
.the Journals, he found, that the precedent footed on Wednesday last 
% an honorable friend (Mr. Rose), was not the only one which 
might have been produced ; it was not, what had been called,^* a 
mgk swallow ; for he could follow it up with a whole figjtt of 
swallows, and shew that, during a period of twenty years, ihefe 
■were four or five precedents wlUre the army had been voted pre* 
cisely within the same distance of time, aftir the presenting of tie 
estimate, which had elapsed this year; and seven, where it had been 
voted" within a much shorter distance: as he had committed these 
precedents to writing, he should beg leave to read them ; and, thea» 
%t would appear that — 

^ Mr.. Shbbipan dei^aredi that he musit take the 
Iiber.$y ii9i9ediate\y to interruf jk thehonpcabie mem* 
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ber, because he had violated order in speaklng'frdKh' 
the questioaj which was, for the second reiatcfing^ of 
ihe leport; axui in aUuding to va former .debate^* 
His precedents would ha?e been very proper on 
Wednesday, had he been apprized on that day of 
their existence. They would have been properly 
wrg^ on that day to prove, that there was no de* 
viation from the practise of the house. But, surely, 
they came too late noTV, to prove that the ri^ht 
h^nprable gentleman acted rig^ht on Wednesday 
last, when, in defiance of the opinion of the <2hair9 
and when he did not know that these precedents 
had ever existed, he moved to have the army esti- 
mate voted* The gentlemen on the other side, he 
supposed, had enjoyed the good fortune to be aa* 
sisted since Wednesday by an industrious searcher 
(Mr. Eden) of the Journals, whom he had seen on 
the fir<rt day of the session in a new place in that 
house, but iiHhiom he had not seen since ; — who divided 
his principles and aifecticm between both sides, giv- 
ing his support to the one, and his good wishes to 
the other. The precedents, however, availed but 
little ; for, it had not been denied, but that occa- 
sions might occur, which would warrant a departure 
from th,e general practise ; but when it was urged 
that the reason of such departure ought to be stated 
and made appear, which no one had attempted on 
Wednesday last, then it was that numbers of his 
honorable friends, as controversialists, enjoyed the 
pleasure of finding themselves under the crouded 
standard of the chair, in feeble opposition to which 
but one solitary precedent had arisen. 

The reioluUom were read a second time, and agreed to. 

B8TIMATB OF THS EXPENSE OF BKECTING FOR# 
♦ TIFIOATIONS FOR THE PROTECTION AND Sfi* 
CURITY OP THE DOCK- YARDS. 

The fir A object of importance that engaged the attention o/par- 
tiameniin the present 8emm, woiameaeure which originaied wUk 
the Duke of Richmond, the MagUr4ienerd of the Onbumee. It 
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r a plMfJor fortifying the dock-yardB tt Portsmouth and Ply^ 
mouth. The house of commons haa, in the preceding session, 'ex^ 
pressed their unwiaingness to apply any part ofthepublie money 
Jor thispurposot before Uuy were made acquainted with the opinions 
af such personages as were best able to decide concerning the utility 
and propriety of such a measure. In consequence of this intimation 
a Board ofMuitary and Naval Officers was appointed by the king. 
With the Afaster-'General of the Ordnance as their president; and the 
prmmedptan offmi^catians was referred to them for tharopiniout 
and advice. After they had investigated the subjects^ and had made 
their report thereon, the plans recommended were laid before the 
Board of Engineers to make an estimate of the sinenses necessary to 
carry them into execution. This estimate, whicn amounted to na 
less a sum than IMJsml, Mr. Pitt kid before the house this day t 
and it was originally intended by him, that it should be debated 
and deciekd tqm, together with the ordnance estimates, as a mere 
collateral question. JLieui.'Gen. Burgoyne, who was one of the 
board of officers that made the report, expre&ed his desire, that bo- 
fore the business was further procuded upon, so much both ofthere^ 
port itself,, and of the instructions upon which it ujas founded, as 
could be made public with safety to the state, should be laid upon 
the table of the house. The reason alleged by him was, that the 
house might otherwise unwarily be led to think that the report sane* 
tioned the plan iffort^cations proposed more than it realty did. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that unless the house 
Ivere to be shewn such parts of the report of the 
l)oard of inspection as called for their discussion, 
they were exactly in the same situation in which 
they stood before that board was appointed ; and 
instead of having the whole of the question 
fully before them as the right honorable gentle- 
man had said they would have it, viz. not on the 
iasseirtion of an individual, of a singular minister, 
nor of any man in office ; but on the authority of a 
board consisting of naval and military officers of 
known character, experience and integrity; they 
would have nothing but the bare assertion of the 
minister, as a guidance for their judgment. For 
his own part he would not entertain a doubt but 
that the right- hondrable gentleman meant to be ac- 
curate in the statement which he had just made, a» 
the statement of those outlines of the report in ques* 
tion ; and that he had delivered what he himself 
conceived to be a correct statement of those out* 
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lines. But the' bouse bad heard that statement con-* 
tradicted by the honorable general behind him, who 
had himself been a member of that board. In or« 
der, therefore, to enable the house to judge fairly 
between the right honorable gentleman and the 
honorable general, they ought to see such parts of 
the report at least as might be submitted to their 
perusal with safety to the state. < 



FsBRUAEY ie« 
MR. Sheridan's motion, that mr. josbph 

PEARSON BE CALLED IN AND EXAMINED, IN 
RELATION TO DELIVERING BALLOT LISTS. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to assure the 
house, that it was very far from his intention to 
have trespassed upon their patience some remarks^ 
which, now, he deemed it necessary to make, if, on 
the preceding day, some honorable gentleman^ in 
the service of administration, had not insinuated^ 
with an air of triumph over him for his supposed 
defection, that, with reproachful inconsistency, he 
had first stated a motion to the house, and then sud« 
denly deserted it, without having previously pur^ 
sued it to any opening whatever. If gentlemen 
would please to honor him, upon the present occa* 
sion, with their attention, he l&lt himself persuaded 
that he should totally exonerate himselt from all 
charges of inconsistency. When, upon the Wed- 
nesday he came down to the house, he perceivisd, 
and not without astonishment, the door-keeper put- 
ting into the hands of every member a paper, cour 
taining a written list of the names of gentlemen, by 
way of a ballotting list ; and having the strongest 
pounds for belief that these papers were prepared 
at the treasury, and that it was by their direction 
the door-keeper delivered them ; and fueling that 
such conduct was a direct and scandalous attack 
upon the privileges of that house ; and conceiving, 
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likewise, that it was mo^t riiaiiiefully kidecent m 
the part of administration, and that it flatly contra* 
dialed the affectation of impartiality with which the 
bill was fraag^t, with respect to the mode of consti- 
tuting the court of judicature; he had risen and 
stated his intention of proving the fact, by moving, 
^ that the door-keeper be. caUed to the bar of the 
house/' which motion he was proceeding to ground 
upon argument, when he had been called dowii 
from the chair, (very properly called down, he was 
ready to admit, on the part of the Speaker, who had 
been reminded that two hundred members were 
present, and desired to lock the door and proceed 
to the ballot, in compliance with the act of parlia- 
ment, which authorised the institution of the Court 
of Judicature.) This having proved the case, and 
the ballot having been actually proceeded i^on, was 
ther« any inconsistency in his not afterwards at- 
teaiptiiig to make bis motion? One reason upon 
which be meant to have rested it, and one object 
to wfaidbi he intended to have pointed it, tended 
to shew the necessity and propriety of postponing 
the bsdlot to another day. Mr. Sheriaan strenu- 
ousiy insisted, that it would have been most ab- 
surd in him to have attempted to have made his 
modem, when so essential an end aimed at by it as 
getting the ballot postponed was determined^ and 
over, by the ballot's having taken place. That was 
an ttplanation of his conduct of the preceding day ; 
and he left it to the house to decide, vrfaether it was 
at all inconsistent or contradictory. He cottiplained 
of the ministers having taken an unfair advantage 
of the letter of liie act of parliament, in calling to 
the Speaker to sdhut the doors w^en he did. He 
admitted that, according to the letter of the act, such 
conduct ^as warranted ; but under such a strict en- 
forcement of the letter of the act, the minister 
might, when the house were in a division, and one 
hundred members ^those in the opposition) out in 
die lobl^y, aiiid two nundred (all the friends of t^ie 



QdYPister) wHbjii the hous^ call to die cloiir t^ 1<^ 
iihe dooJT^y sitid proceed to l^allQt with a compl^t^ 
qertaiQty of carrying the electiqti hisi own w^y, 

What C011I4 be more grQss aqi^ preppsterqus^ thfia 
the « qiinidter's conduct the preo^diog 4^y> when 
he preveiited him from opening his motion, hy call^ 
ing to the ^hair to have the doors shqt while he wa^ 
on his legs ? What be meant now to movet woul4 
bQ that part of his yesterday^s pqrpose, which might 
be fully accompliahed, ' and this was, *^ That the 
door-keeper b^ called to the bar of the h^uae,'.* 
there to state froin whon^ h^ received the written 
lists, and by whose aqthiority be delivered them to 
the members as they entered. The fact was an 
infringement of the privileges of the house, and ^^ 
indecent and direct atten^t to infiuence their mem- 
bers in their capacity pf elector^ of the new Court 
of Jndicatug^ by treasury ^interference. ({^ flat- 
tered himselt that he should not agaui h^ar the ridi- 
culous argument of th^ pr^edi^g day* that there 
was no cpmpulsipn u^ed, aud that thfi pap^^irs left the 
minds of the meipbers as free and unbiassed as they 
were before they saw them* (Mr. Pitt said, aprofifi 
jkhe house, so they did*) Mv. Sheridan deokred h^» 
extreme surprise at the right honorable gentleman*s 
still contending for so palpable an absurdity } he 
said, he had imagined even the shortest time mr re- 
collection wouldhave convinced the right honorable 
gentleman that the position was truly ridiculous ; 
and that, although Mr. Pearson h&d not taken the 
members individually by the shoulders, and forced 
them by manual strength to ballot for the list he had 
put into their possession, yet, certainly by thrust- 
ing the treasury list into their hands, he had not left 
their minds as completely free and uninfluenced as 
they had been before. The bill affected great im- 
partiality on the part of the minister; and it batl 
been argued at tne time the bill was in progras^j 
that it was intended that the minister for tne time- 
being shoi^ld not interfere in the election of the new 

vol-. I. o 
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Court of Judicature in any way whatsoever. How 
could this be reconciled to the conduct adopted ? A 
conduct at once so indecent and so degrading to 
thenii that if the right honorable gentleman dared 
rise* and avow, that the lists were prepared by his 
orders, and delivered by his authority, he would 
pledge himself to move the severest censure of that 
house upon the right honorable, gentleman ; and in- 
deed, it was the duty of the house to institute an in- 
quiry, in order to ascertain what he had stated as 
matter highly culpable on the part of the treasury; 
and the house could take no means so effectual of 
doing that, as ordering their door-keeper to the ban 
He desired not to be misunderstood as meaning to 
cast any sort of slur on the characters whose names 
were in the written lists; more respectable cha- 
racters he knew not ; and so far was he from wish- 
ing it to be conceived that he intende^to throw any 
imputation upon them, he was not without hopes, 
that they would feel that he was combating their 
cause, and would all vote with him. With these 
impressions, he trusted that he could successfully 
move, " That Mr. Joseph Pearson, door-keeper, be 
now called in and examined in relation to the said 
complaint.'* 

Mr. Pitt replied. 

Mr. Sheridan, censuring the mis-statements of his 
argument, complained of the right honorable gen- 
tleman's having pointed him out as a person apt to 
treat that house with insult and contempt. No- 
thing, be added, could be farther from his inten<> 
tion ; and as he had not the great abilities, the 
power, the influence of office, nor the other advan- 
tages that right honorable gentleman possessed, to 
recommend him to the good opinion of the house, 
the riffht honorable gentleman, lie hoped, would not 
take from him his only possession, a most sincere 
respect for the house and all its members. Mr. 
Sheridan added, that he;. differed in one point from 
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his right honorable friend near him ; he meant to 
have ballotedy though an enemy to the bill, but he 
had been prevented by accident. 

7%f fuettknhdng puif the haute divided: tqfu 38 ; nou 138. 



FORTIFICATIONS FOR PROTECTION OF BOCK- 
YARDS. 

Mr. Sheridan expressed his wish that the mo- 
tion concerning the proceedings, respecting the 
proposed plan of fortifying the dock-yards, should 
not occasion much debate,, or even meet with re- 
sistance. But, previous to making it, he should 
imagine it would be right to call gentlemen's at- 
tention back to the situation in which the house stood 
at that moment, with respect to the subject. They 
would please to recollect that the minister having 
given tnem t^ understand that, previous to their 
being called ujpon to vote, that the 50,000/. granted 
towards fortifications to be erected for the defence 
of the dock-yards in 1784, should be so applied, the 
whole matter should be referred to a board of gene- 
ral officers, naval as well as military, to enquire into 
the nature of the plan proposed, the possibility of 
doing without it, the necessity for having it, the. 
wisdom and policy of adopting it, and the expense 
which it would ultimatelv incur. He $boula also 
beg leave to remind the house of the turn of the ar- 
gument of the right honorable gentleman, on the 
preceding Friday, when be formally announced bis 
expectation, that when the ordnance^ estimates were 
voted this session, the application of 50,000/. in 
hand would be desired. At that time the right 
honorable gentleman had said, that the house would 
not now have the bare word of an individual, or of 
any minister, to rely on ; but the report and unani- 
mous opinion of a board of the most respectable 
nature ever instituted, a board composed of the first 
characters in the naval and military line now in 
being. What then (added Mr. Sheridan) was his 
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astonfriuaenty aai M^bftt must havis been the asto* 
nifihinent ot the bouse, to find an honorable general, 
a member of that board, rise in his place, find flatly 
contradict %!» right honorable gentleman, by deny- 
ing that the result of the opinions of that board 
hfi^d been such as thp right hpnQrabl^ gentleman 
had described, or that those opinions warranted any 
such declaration as he had advanced. The right 
honorable gentleman had risen a second time, and 
put tlie matter at issue between him and the honor- 
able general, chailenginff the judgment of the. 
house, and calling upon them to decide who was 
right and who ^rong in his assertion ? Where waa 
the possibility ql the house judffing wilihout either 
evidence or means of dif eetia^ weir determination ? 
Assertion stood against assertion ; and they, altoge** 
ther uninformed as to the real merits of the fact at 
issue, and perfectly in the dark, were desired to de- 
cide ? This was so obviously absurd, that he should 
have imagined^ when the right honorable gentleman . 
put the matter at issue, he would, himself have 
furnished those who were called upon to give judff- 
mesit, with the m^ans of forming their opinion. As 
he had not proceeded thus &tr, he ineant to do it 
by his motion of that day ; but, concluding that a 
great deal of matter improper to be laid before the. 
house, might be contained in the detail of the report 
of the board of naval and military officers, he nad 
CMJtieneLy forborne to make his motion too exten- 
sive; and had worded it so as to empow^ minift*. 
terft to lay sodi ]par(s only of what papers the motion 
called for, before the h^iyse, as might be placed* 
upon the table with the greatest safety to the sti^e^ 
If, however, his motion, in its present form, was to 
be found objectionable, and less objectionable words 
oould be Mgges^ed, he would readily adopt then^ j 
and if the papers were furnished^ and bore out the 
right honorable gentleman in his assertion, he would 
for one, abandon all idea of opposing the proposal 
to .sttjBer the money to be applied to fortincations* 
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In cpnbludioQ, Mr, SharMafi mdved Ikftr- a eo^^ of 
the appointbaent of the board of naval aii4 miliary 
^bfficers, of rach parts of thetr uifiitnictiws(» and of 
their report, as His Majesty *s discretion might 4^^ 
proper td be made publit! ^ith perfect .doasist^idjr 
to tne safety of the state. 

As tke b&Ord m queMonkiidieen cMlufftiil^ fty cfrtattr ktib^ 
from the king, ioiikaut an^ (^idal emindstkm or apponUmmi, Mr* 
put mbstiiuted anoiher motion^ the same in effect as thefsrtgringp 
but marc conformable to the fact, which pamaUtUmouAmi/. 



H' nriii 



FBBaUAkY d7. 

FORTIFICATIONS FOR PROTECTION Qt J}o6k^ 
YARBS. 

The papetk moved f&r on the leth being iaktb^sre the house, Mr* 
Pitt itUroduced the measures in thtform of a gi^rol resolution, to 
the following effect ;— '* That it qppeors to this house, that toprp^ 
mde ^ectuativfor securing Bis Majeit^s dodc-yarfi 4d PofU- 
inouth and Plymouth, by a permanent sy^em bf foH^UmUfl^ 
fdmdedi " -.-.-. ..... 




sm essential ^ , ^ ^ . 

the general defence of the kingdom, and iHetes^ry fthr enabling the 
fUelto act with full tigour dud ejjM fet the prMbtiori ofcM^ 
smlrce, the support ofosor diitahi poosesskms^ emd the prosocutiom ff 
i^elmtve operations, in mky itar in which the nation may^ hereof ter 
be engaged," /n. Opposi{ioh to th^e measure, it was moved as an 



fm€fif by Mr. Bastard, to leave OUt of the resoMibh dS ike 
koordsfrom the word '< kouse," tothteehd of the ^uHHbht o«d to^^- 
utt "thutfbH^ieaiions on so txtekme u plkn joi propokd by^tte 
. Soorii are inojcpedi^t** 

Mr. SherIdAn declared^ that be gaVe the poble 
.Tisooimt fuU er^dit for the prtnciplM be ha4 P^^* 
fessed with respect to the constitution ; ftnd that he 
did sincerely believe that the tioblb viiiicount tvould 
not vote for the mebsure then under discussion ; btit, 
lipon a auippostfcion^ thdt iU tendenfey was ratn^. to 
ditntntsb tnan augntient the fniUtatjr power of the 
droWn. Upon thii ground, jjierefore^ hewodld nitset 
him; and he was sanguine enough to believe^ that 
; &e ndbfe viseobnt migbt be induced Ui^ ^ter the 
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'6j[)itiloil ^hi<^ he had declared, unless indeed he waai 
restrained from exercising* his free judgment upon 
the siibje<5tj an apprehension whicn a Tate speech 
of bis md siuggested, a speech in which the noble 
viscount had expressed himself so full of dread and 
horror, at the means by which a Tory foe, in ano- 
ther place, had, both by sap and storm, assailed 
those constitutional bulwarks which the noble vis- 
count had so zealously endeavoured to erect for the 
protection of our decayed election rights, that it was 
almost reasonable to presume that the noble vis- 
count might have entered into a serious compact 
with a noble duke, his former ally, on this subject, 
for reciprocal assistance on their two favourite ob- 
jects; by which the noble viscount was peremptorily 
to support the plan of fortifying the dock-yards in 
that house, or the noble duke would no longer en- 
gage to assist him in fortifying the constitution in 
.the other. But what was the noble viscount's ar- 
gument ? He had rested the matter entirely upon 
the ground taken by his right honorable friend 
(Mr. Pitt) that the pursuing this system of fortifi- 
cation would actually diminish the standing arrby 
in this country ; and that the number of troops being 
80 diminished, there would be proportionaoly less 
cause for that constitutional jealousy, with which all 
parties agreed it was our duty to regard the increas- 
ing military power of the crown. That this system 
of defence by fortifications, could, under any cir- 
cumstances, have the effect of reducing the stand- 
ing army, he must be^ leave utterly to d^iy. Some 
plausible arguments mdeed had been adduced in 
support of this notion, which, however, when sifted, 
would be found fallacious and contradictory. For 
the present, however, he would wave that point, 
and admit implicitly, that the standing army of the 
country woida be reduced by the measure proposed, 
precisely in the proportion stated by the noble vis- 
count ; it then, however, remained to be proved, 
that, giving the noble viscount his premises, he 
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was right in his conclusion. Wheo we talked of a" 
constitutional jealousy of the militarv power of the 
crown, what was the real object to wnich we pointed 
our suspicion ? What was the datum, as the fashions- 
able phrase was, upon which they proceeded ? What ! 
but that it was in the nature of kinfirg to love power, 
and in the constitution of armies to obey kings. This, 
doubtless, was most delicate ground to touch upon ; 
but the circumstances of the present question called for 
plain dealing ; and for his part he could not be sus* 
pected, even in the smallest degree, of alluding either 
to the present monarch upon the throne, or to the army 
under nis command. He agreed most sincerely to the 
distinctions taken with respect to both, by a worthy 
baronet who had spoken before him; but at the same 
time it must be admitted, that whenever we spoke 
of a constitutional jealousy of the army, it was upon 
a supposition, that the unhappy time mieht come, 
when a prince,, misled by evil counsellors, and 
against the suggestions of his own gracious temper, 
of course might cherish the disastrous notion, that he 
could become greater by making his subjects less, 
and that an army mi^^t be found so forgetful of 
their duty as citizens, so warped by feelings of false 
honour, or so degraded by habits of implicit obe- 
dience, as to support their military head in an attempt 
upon the rights and liberties of their country ! The 
possible existence of this case, and the probable co« 
incidence of these circumstances, was that to which 
every gentleman's mind must point, wh^ he ad* 
mitted an argument upon the subject ; otherwise we 
burlesqued and derided the wisdom of our ances- 
tors, in their provisions of the Bill of Rights ; and 
made a mere mockery of the salutary and sacred 
reserve with which, for a short and limited period, 
we annually entrusted the executive magistrate with 
the necessary defence of the country. This plain 
statement beipg really the case, to what, in such a 
crisis, were we to look? Were our, apprehensions 
only to be directed to the length of the muster-roll 
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*f in*ft ih thfe Kin^^s pajr ? Wtfe We »o calcuhttfe 
ddly thi imttkbo^ of soldieirs whom he could encauab 
At UoahisloW, <6t the force of the detachmei^t whicn 
he tnig^ht isipafe to stittoiind the lobby of the hoose of 
commons ? No ; the jet ahd sabstance of the ques^ 
tlOn lay btiefly hi^e. ^ In which of the t#o 6itQatiod» 
now ar^ttt^d ixpM, Wonld the Kibg and his evil ad<> 
vfserfct fmd th^mnelyeid in a state of the greatest ^]<- 
lit^ry for(*e itnd preparation, ahd tnost likely to coin«- 
mahdand to receive a military support:? lit thik 
point of view, Would it b^ argued, thiit these for>u 
tresses, which welre to bc^J^ttie capable of resisthig 
th^ siege of a foreign eueiby Iknded ih force, would 
servie ks a i^iu'fficient strength in the hahd« of tb6 
*roWn, when the ehettiy was his people P Would no 
stress be given to the gre^t and important distinc*- 
tioii, already ably urged, between troops elected and 
separated froni tneir fe1(bw-t;iti!2eris in garrisons ahd 
ibi^s, atid men liviiig l»cattet*ed and etithngled iu all 
the cotniiioil duties atid connections of their country «- 
meh? Wan this au afgumeiit of no Weight wh^ft 
Applied to the tnililia> Who weh; to fbi*m a part of 
thek^ gat*risons ? or would it, evert for h ihoment, ht 
pr^feettded^ that meA \ahiet sttdi ei)>tumM:afices, a*^ 
in such distiplit^ed habitif, were uot a thousand times 
Inore likely to d^pise the breath of parliament, and 
to lend theniiselvei^ to the actire purposes of tyranny 
and ^mbitiOfaj tflah ^ loose iind unconnected bodieit 
Whitft ^iist fet^ With jealouJ4y under the pretext 
syM;em ? « It was ttec^§s&ry to pres§ the distitiction ) 
the ffict Wtts, that ^^ SttoAg ittilitary holds, if maiti'. 
talh^d h» they ttnisrt be iu peaee^ by fhll and discii> 
plihed gtt^soitit; if Well provided, ^d ealOuktdl 
to stt^nd te^ulaf iieges, Hs ftte pttdseilt plan pi^ 
fe^eAi ttnd i1^ ektehd^ to all the objects to Whieh 
the sy^eiti ttulift iueritably kad, Whether they Werfe 
t6 be considered ks induteh^eftts tb tethpt a W6ak 
prince to eril viewn^, or as togiufes of power, In ease 
of ^ft^tittr^l fuptttrfe^ Would^ in trtiCb, prdWise teil^ 
ifold the tteans df etttbitig atid Mbdilfug the cumify. 
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thktk cobld be Stftted td atibe ^vtn ftom doublitig lh6 
f>i«seiit military entabUsboient; With this iexti*aotidi. 
nary a^gratatioti attending the foUy of coMentib^ 
to isuch a j^yi^tekH, that thos^ very navd istoi^es atid 
iiiagazineS) the seed aiid toui*ces of our future 
liavy, the eflfecttttil t^f^iservfttidn ^ which was th% 
pretence fi^r llie^ unanBailable fdftrettfte^. Would, in 
that e^e» becnme a pledge Afad hostage in the hand^ 
^the ctown^ which, in a couht^y circumstaiited as 
this WHS, must insulne tin nuciiihditional stlbttaissron to 
thi^ ikidst extt^tbgunt i&Mmi Which despotisiti could 
dictate. 

What cdttld possibly prdVe more fallacious tfadti 
hbldklg out eilpe^tfttloHs, that li ttyMeih of de^ 
iettt^ by fortifications cotild> in fddt, end in k 
i-etrendiiiftent of the stattdih^ attny! The first 
fallacy in thif) argument »tood forward iti tfa^ 
tappdktioh that the liystem df defence by ibrti- 
ficatidhs WHS hecessafily to stop, when Ports- 
tiumth tod Plyn^outh shbttld betmne tebnred ; and 
that the reasoning upon which the extensive Works 
fbr Ihbsd placed were justified, would not apply to 
uny olhet* pllrt§ 6f the kin^om, fadweter-their inr- 
pbrtfttice called for defelictii or their situation ek* 
posed them tb attttbk. The shortest method of te- 
Intin^ thte idea, Was simply to tappbse the sami^ 
bdara 6f officers, abttttg uhder the sam6 imitructiofn^, 
ftfid deliberating under the same data^ g<Ahg a btr- 
eHit round the db^sfc (if tke kingdom, dhd directed to 
repoft upon the Various places in their pi^ogt'esit ; antt 
let any perton fairly consider the snppo^tions under 
Whibh they mUke their present report, Hhd then he- 
intAl^ to confei9s^ that they must, of necessity, recom- 
mend a similar ^kn of defence proportioned to the 
iinportance of eVSry place to Wnich their attentioh 
Wiis directed. It Was superfluous to dwell upon the 
eirbamstahfees which no longer permitted hs t6 con- 
liid^ HoUand, in future, otherwise than as a provinc^ 
Of France; or which made it equally reasonable 
to iMk With an eye of apprehension to the neigh- 
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bonring; coast foelongio^ to the Emperor; because, 
the fact was evident that, in the case of thi$ country 
being enj^aged in a war against a powerful confede- 
racy (upon the supposition of which alone the pre- 
sent scheme was recommended and justified) every 
motive of prudence must compel us to direct an at- 
tention as vigorous and vigilant to the eastern as to 
the southern coast of this country. It was not pos- 
sible for the house to remain at a loss to discover va- 
rious places which, with Chatham and Sheerness 
(where most extensive lines had actually been begun 
under the auspices of the noble Duke) must necessa- 
rily be provided for in the new system of protection ; 
and for his own part, indeed, he could wish, that any 
person would compute the stationary defence neces- 
sary for such places, in addition to the twenty-two 
thousand men demanded for Portsmouth and Ply- 
mouth ; and allow likewise for any moving force in 
the country, and then decide what chance there was 
that this prolific system would terminate in a reduce 
tion of the standing army ! 

Concerning the probability of our being able to 
furnish men for the constant maintenance of these 
garrisons, he felt it requisite to observe, that the ar- 
gument had been, not a reference to our present 
peace establishment, but to the extent of the service 
during the most extravagant periods of the last war ; 
whicl^ in other words, was to hold out a notion that 
we might speedily again look to a time when we 
should become able to expend, for the purpose of 
war, fifteen millions of money in the course of a 
single year ! — at the very moment when the ri^ht 
honorable gentleman was holding^ out the reduction 
of our debt by a few hundred thousand pounds, as 
the triumph of his administration, and the corner- 
stone of that pillar upon which his fame was to be- 
come emblazoned! But, even supposing this to be 
SDssible, and considering the reference to our esta^* 
lishmentinthe last war as just, the right honorable 
gentleman had taken an unrair advantage of the ar- 
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gament; for when be . stated the numerous armies 
which we had upon the continent of America, as 
resources from wnich we were in future to garrison 
these forts, and increase our home defence, he ought 
also to have taken into his account the enormous 
floating establishment attendant upon those ar- 
mies ; and which, being converted into an efficient 
naval defence at home, would make both his fortifi- 
cations and his garrisons unnecessary. 

To the attack which the right honorable gentle- 
man (Mr. Pitt) had chosen to make upon the late ad- 
ministration, he should beg leave to answer that, in 
whatever point of view he was that day to regard 
the right nonorable gentleman, whether as that glo- 
rious orb which an honorable gentleman (Mr. Lut- 
trell) had described him to be, whose influence and 
power was more than to compensate to the nation for 
the loss of an hemisphere ; or whether his lustre was 
calculated rather to dazzle ai^d surprise, than to 
cherish and invigorate; whether he merited the 
less complimentary language of his right honor- 
able friend (Colonel BarrI) who observed, that 
his conscience bad been surprised in this busi- 
ness; or whether he had capitulated upon regular 
approaches; whether he had been successful in re- 
pelling the insinuation of another gentleman, that he 
was not in earnest in this cause, by the vehemence 
of his manner, or had confirmed it by the weakness 
of his argument; whether the right honorable gen- 
tleman most deserved the praises or reproaches which 
he had received, he would not embarrass himself by 
pretending* to determine; but only observe, that 
one part of his conduct had most astonishingly es- 
caped the panegyric of his friends— he meant the 
spirit and enterprise with which, taking his hint 
probably from the subject in debate, ke had endea- 
voured to carry the war into the enemy's country, 
and pursue measures of offence and attack;, whilst 
every pass at home was left unfortified and de^ 
fenceless. 



For what Wab the gmtiiid of tbift Itrenuous charge ? 
The late adoiinistfation (as the right honorable gen- 
tleman asmerted) had submitted part of this very 
^lan to th^ judgment of parliament^ bat at the desire 
of the hous6, withdrew that part for reconsideration j 
And now, if, upon ri^comjkideration^ they had in any 
irespect altered their opinion, it was the grossest in- 
xsonsisteney of condut^t, and detieliction of principle! 
—an extraordinary charge, and particularly so from 
the gentlemisin by whom it was urged ! He had re- 
considered many subjects, without aspiring to the 
taierit of an obstinate adherence to his first opinion. 
He had reconsidered his American intercourse bill, 
and had publicly aVowed^ that he had parted with 
every idea which he onee entertained upon thttt 
-subject. — ^Hfe had reconsidered his India bill, and 
before it was engrossed, had scarcely suffered one 
Word to remslin which belonged to it when it waK 
brongliA in. He had reconsidered his Irish resOlu** 
tions, in every part^ provision, and principle; and, 
having first offered them as a bounty to Ireland, hie 
had reconsidei-ed the boon, add annexed a price to 
it, and then reconsidered his own reconsideration, 
4ind abandoned hi^ own indispensable condition! 
And yet this minister, whos^ Whole government had 
been one continued Serines o€ fash proposition, and 
ungraceful concession^ held it out as a palpable enor- 
mity in Others, that reoonsideration shpula have pro- 
duced alteration of sentiment, and that too upon a 
stlbject Where the first Opinion must have been taken 
upoti Credit, and the seoond was called for upon mi" 
nute information^ and authentic inquiry. In the 
saihc excellent spirit of t*econsideraition, many ho- 
norabte gentlemen round Ihe minister, who had for- 
merly given a \lecided opinion against the fortifica- 
tlbns, Wei-e now solicitotis to argue in their iavour. 
As dh effectual defence of the conduot of the late 
adminislratibni he Could prove, by referring to the 
eStimMei and joUVniils of 1788^ that they had not 
the least occas*' to resort to the justification of 
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haviBg changed iheir mindu in cdnfiequMca of better 
infcurmatiQii ; for the fact waS| that they iie?er had» 
even in the slightest degree, committed tbemselvei, 
either in opinion or approbation of the present 
plan. 

Goncermng the history of the rise and progress of 
fortifications in this island, upon which the right 
honorable gentleman had laid so much stress; as if 
he had proved, that vrhafe waa not new, must be 
constitutional, vod that the point which had been 
often tried, must be fit to be carried into execution; 
he s^iould maintain, that every word urged on tiiit 
Inject made against the cause which it was brought;, 
to suppiurt; fbr experience, even by their own 
statement, convinced us (tf nothing but that the 
nation had invariably been deluded and defrauded 
apoii this unprmcipled plea of fortifications ; that 
much had been done and undone, many schemes and 
many projects tried; many millions spent, and 
tjie obiect avowedly as distant as ever ! So that re- 
peated prpofs of past deception were all which the^ 
urged as arguments for present confidence ; and it 
was modestly expected, they would believe, thaib 
because a point had been always unsuccessfully 
attempted, it was now at last certain of beings 
wisely accomplished. 

The righl; honorable gentleman (Mn Pitt) had. 
chosen eagerly to dwell upon a pretended charge ofi 
inconsistency which he advanced against an honors 
^ble naval officer (Captain Macbride) and whicb« 
although the latter had omitted to reply to it, had 
no other foundation than die right honorsible gentle* 
man having thought proper to confound the opinion 
of the land ofiLcerR witn that of the sea officers* 
Witb respect to the report itself, he was ready ta 
admit, that those who had entrenched themselves in 
constitutional objections only, refusing to be bound 
by the advice and authcHrity of any board of general 
officers or engineers whatsoever upon such a subject;- 
^ad taken strong and respectable ground ; and thai: 
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those also, who had argued the subject more with a 
reference to the state of the revenue of the country, 
and had seemed to consider the measure as advise- 
able, or otherwise, according as it should prove 
consistent with the necessary principles of oeconomy, 
were undoubtedly intitied to every attention. For 
his own part, however, he did not go to the ex* 
treme of the reasoning used on eitiber of these topics 
— every hour produced instances where practices 
highly dangerous by their precedent, and evidently 
infringing on the established rights of the subject, 
w^e resorted to, unavoidably perhaps, for the pur* 
pose of retrieving and maintainmg that public credit, 
without which the affairs of this country were com- 
pletely desperate. The right honorable gentleman 
had pledged himself not to press this business, unless 
he could make it appear to be a measure not less 
essential to national safety than to the preserva- 
tion of national credit. Upon this line of argument, 
the dangers to be apprehended to the constitution, 
which were stated as eventual and remote, must, of 
course, give way, and the point of oeconomy was 
wholly out of the question. 

The right honorable ^ gentleman had also con- 
tended, that the decision of a board specially ap- 
pointed for this inquiry, and consisting of persons 
eminently qualified for the judgment expected from 
them, was the best authority which the country 
could obtain on the subject; and afforded a surer 
guide for the opinion and conduct of that house, 
than either the arguments or the information of its 
individual members could supply. To this l^e had 
already assented, and now repeated his assent ; nor 
did he hesitate to renew the pledge in which the 
right honorable gentleman had appeared so anxious 
to fix him, that he, for his own part, mindful of 
the terms upon which the question was suspended 
at the close of the last session would rest con- 
tented to abide by the decision of a board so de* 
scribed, and to withdrawhis objections to the plan. 
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if it could be fairly made to appear that these geti-< 
tlemen, (whose names and characters he freely ad« 
mitted did intitle them to the confidence which was 
claimed for them) upon a full investigation of the 
whole subject proposed last year in parliament to be 
submitted to their inquiry, and being left to their 
own free and unfettered judgment in forming their 
decision — had reported, as their decided and unqua* 
lifted opinion, that the plan proposed by the noble 
duke, and then under discussion, was a measure 
which it became the wisdom and prudence of par- 
liament to adopt. Upon this pomt they were at 
issue ; and the report m his hand was the only au* 
thority to which tie should appeal, and the sole 
ground upon which he should argue. 

Yet, previous to the least discussion of the matter 
of the report, he could not omit to take notice of 
many circumstances attending the manner of its 
formation. Far from meaning to reflect upon the 
oflicers who composed the board, he must beg leave 
to support the complaint which had been urged by 
the right honorable gentleman (Colonel Barri) who 
first suggested this reference, that, in violation of 
tlie confidence reposed in ministers, they had not 
referred the question of a svstem for the general 
defence of the country to the board, ffiving them 
due time and materials for forming their opinion 
upon the great and extensive subject; Ibut had merely 
required from them a short answer relative to two 
pomts of attack under certain data of their own im-* 
posing. 

Many powerful, perhaps unanswerable, objections 
had been made against the appointment of the 
noble duke to be president of the board. Some 
honorable gentlemen had alluded to the peculiar 
circumstances of the noble duke'a personal cha- 
racter ;-~he had been described as a man who was 
never known to give up a point; but whether this 
was the case or not, or wnether there was some 
principles of public profession^ to which the noble 
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duke t»ad niit very rifc^vomAy ^H^0d» hi M^quH not 
pretend to deeide; m he might be ^ni^Qted pf 
speaking from pwrty pfejndipe^, Tkere wsi* on© 
characteristic, however, of the noble duke'^ mind, 
vhich he thought might he fairly mentioned i a3 it 
was a peculiarity which had beeu publicly brought 
forward in argument by high authorily in that bouse; 
and if now referring to it, he were to represent thai 
noble personage as of a temper eager for en^trava- 
gance, and veneoi^nt in the extreme; — ^if he were 
to describe him as a person who, having taken up a 
just principle, was capable of defeating aU salutary 
proceeding Hipon it; by driving on with a heatea 
imagination to the mont flighty and prepositei^us 
conclusions ; the right honorable gentleneiaA opposite 
to. him (the Chancellor of the K^chequer) would 
become his authority. He was the person who had 
led him and the house ii^o that opinion ; as must 
be in the recollection of every honorable gentleman^ 
who, during a former session heard that right h<^^ 
Dtorable gentleman discuss the noble duke's princi-r 
pies of parliao^entary relorm» and recollected the 
l^ms of indignant ridicule with which he had 
cautioned them against the schemes of so visionary 
a projector. If, therefore, he was arraigned foir 
foUowing any jj^lan of the noble dnke's With a pecuh 
liar degree c£ jealousy, he should leave his justi£i-> 
cation in the abler hands of the right honorable 
gentleman. 

Yet ike noble duke deserved: the wairmest pan^ 
gjrics for the striking proofs he had given of 
hut geniiui as an en^ipeer; which appeared even 
in the planning and construction pf the paper in l)is 
hand! The professional ability oi the master-general 
shone as conspicuously there, as it could upoii our 
coasts. He had made it an argument of posts; an4 
conducted his reasoning upon principles of trigo-t 
Biometry, as well as logic. There were certain 
detached -data, like advanced works,; to keep th(» 
memy at a diirtanoe from the mwn object j» 4^bate^ 
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Strong^ f>rotisi<m« c^y^teA the flatkk« af'his asser* 
tions. His very queries were in oaseiiieotfi>* No 
impressioii, tbereforep was to be made on x\m 
fortress of sophistry by desultory observations ; an4 
it was necessary to sit down b^foret it, and assail 
it by regular appifoadbes. ' It was fortunate, how- 
ever, to observe, that notwithstanding all the skiU em* 
ployed by the noble and literary engineer, his modf 
of defence on pap^r.waji open to the same objection 
which had been urg^d against his other fortific*** 
tions ; that if his adversary got possession of one of 
his posts, it became strength ftgainst him» and the 
means of subduing the whole line of his arguimeol^ 
The points which; (Mr. Sheridan said) he. should 
conceive that he had distinctly established from the 
Authentic document before the house, notwitbstandr 
ing the mutilated state in which it appeared, were 
—first, that not one word, hint, or suggestion on 
the pall of the naval officers tending to give any 
approbation, either directly or by implication, to 
the scheme of fortification then in debate, was to 
be found in that paper; but that, on the contrary^ 
from the manner in which a reference was made to 
the minutes of the naval officers, of which the 
result was with>holden, a strong presumption might 
be grounded, wholly independent of the informa* 
tion which the house had received from members 
of that board, that those miimtes did contain a con^ 
demnation of the plan* He did not expect to hear 
it argued that the result of those minutes could >not 
be communicated, because they were mixed with 
dangerous matters of intelligence; they had sheWn 
a sufficient degree of ingenuity in theimanner of 
having extracted them^ from the report; and it 
would prove extraoordinary indeed if wherever the 
judgment was. unfavorable, it should have been.sQ 
blended and eompiioated ^ith matter of detail .and 
dangerous discussion, that no chemical process in 
the ordnance laboratory ccfuld possibly separate 
them; whilst, on 'the contrajry, every apprdvitig 

VOL. 1, p 
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-Opinion, like a ligbt rabtile oily flnid/ floated at the 
>r top at once ; and the clumsiest clerk ivas capable of 
presenting it to the house, pure and untinged by a 
single particle of the argument or information upon 
which it was produced. 

In the second place, he should contend that th^ 
-opinion given by the land officers in favour of the 
plan, was hypothetical and conditional; and that 
4hey had unanimonsly and invariably, throughout 
ihe whole business, refused to lend their authority 
to, or make themselves responsible for, the data 
or suppositions upon which that opinion was to be 
maintained. This circumstance deserved the more 
particular attention of the house, because the report 
Tiad been so artfully managed, as in many points to 
appear to support a right honorable gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) in a contrary asser- 
tion. 

Next, he regarded himself as unanswerably jus- 
tified in concluding that the data themselves were 
founded upon a supposition of events so improbable 
and desperate, that the existence of the case con- 
tained in them, carried with it not the imminent 
danger of Portsmouth and Plymouth only, but the 
actual conquest of the island. Upon this occasion, 
he did not think much detail of argument was ne- 
cessary, after he had, at least in his opinion, irre- 
fragably established, that the case alluded to, in the 
words often recurred to, *^ under the circumstance 
of the data," was literally this, '^ The absence of 
the whole British fleet for the space of three months; 
while an army of thirty or forty thousand men was 
ready on the enemy's coast to invade this country, 
that enemy to chuse their point of landing, to land 
and encamp, with heavy artillery, and every neces- 
sary for a siege ; whilst no force in Oreat Britain 
could be collected in less than two months to 
oppose them/* By no means could he admit as a 
iact, even taking it for granted that the enemy 
.^uld decide in assaulting no part but Portsmouth and 
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Plymonthj lie should, with most polite hostility, 
«corn to strike a blow at the heart of the empire ; 
but in the courtly spirit of a French duellist, should 
aim only to wound in the •sword-arm; yet even 
under this idea, must he deny that these only ob- 
jects provided for, could be said to be effectually 
secured. For, first, it was not made out that the 
enemy mig*ht not either land or march to the east- 
ward of Plymouth, where no defence was pretend* 
'ed; and, secondly, the whole question turning' upon 
3A supposition of our b^ing* inferior at sea, in that 
case a presumption of the safe return of the infe- 
rior fleet and its beating the superior fleet, was the 
sole resource ior the relief of the besieged dock 
*yards; the defence of which was expressly stated in 
the report, to be calculated only against the force, 
and for the time expressed in the data ; so that the 
enemy having it obviously in his power, whilst 
^master of the sea, to recruit his otvn army, as well 
as to keep the other exposed parts of this kingdom 
in check and alarm, and thereby to prevent the 
possibility of our assembling and uniting a force 
sufficient to raise the siege, it followed that if either 
the enemy's army exceeded the number supposed, 
or' at the time was prolonged beyond the period 
calculated, the whole of this effectual security 
:vahished tinder their own reasoning, and we should 
merely, have prepared a strong hold in the country 
for our foe; a hold which the circumstances under 
"which he was supposed to make the attack, would 
enable him for ever to retain. 

Mr. Sheridan now proceeded to his remarks 
concerning the distinction which had during the 
debate been made relative to the different persons 
who were supposed to form the opposition to the 
]^remet plan, and said he had heard the old insinu- 
ations OT party views resorted to by those who de- 
fended the original motion; and some honorable 
-geotlemea who. most strenuously opposed it, had^ 

p 2 
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liow^ver, in a kidd of language which he could nol 
avoid taking notice of, disavowed any party feel* 
iog or connection with the party in question. With 
respect to himself, h^ was happy that the basiness 
had worn so little the appearance of party as it 
had ; and although he had moved for and obtained 
the report, which had been so much discussed, ctnd 
npon which so much had turned, he had proved 
himself ready and anxious (as the persons alluded 
to well knew) to resign the business into the hands 
of the respectable gentleman who had upon thai 
^iaiy so ably brought it forward. He could neveir, 
for one, submit to the imputation, that the party 
with whom he had the honour to act were support- 
ing or opposing any measure upon the motives less 
.just, less fair or less honorable than those which 
influenced : any other description of gentlemem in 
that house. The present qoie«tioa could noit even be 
pretended to be pursued with party policy, as there 
was not a person in the house who could avoid con- 
-fessing that p&rty purposes would be better gratified 
by entangling the rignt honorable gentleman in the 
pursuit of this obnoxious and unpopular scheme. 
JBut the gentleman who bad upon that day led the 
.opposition to it, had been desired to take such a 
lead, because it appeared among the most effectual 
means of warding off an injury from the country; 
otherwise to be enlisting under leaders for the day, 
or courting the temporary assistance of any descrip- 
liiou of . gentlemen, would, in his opinion, prove a 
conduct as impolitic as undignified. On the other 
^hand, to recede from any important contest, because 
tffentlemeu unconnected with them were likejy to 
'nave the credit of the event, would deservedly cast 
i..on them the reproach of being a faction and not a 
party. But this was not their conduct; they could 
defend their situation upon system and principle; 
/however reduced their ranks, they were more de- 
vsir6u&4o prove they were in the right than to in- 
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crease their numbers. He was canfident/however^ 
that the gentlemen to whom he might be supposed 
to allude, were too liberal to set a less value upon 
their support that day because it was una(3com- 
panied by adulation, or any endeavour to canvass 
for their future connection. Let us (added Mr. 
Slieridan) this night be firmly embodied inl ^ 
cause we equally approve. Let us do this great 
service to the country ; then separate, and seek op- 
posing camps. Let them return with double tri- 
umph, if they will, of having conferred an import- 
ant benefit on their constituents and the nation, and 
a real obligation on the government. Let them have 
the credit with the country of having defeated the 
minister's measure ; and the merit with his friends, 
of having rescued him from a perilous dilemmas 
Leave us only the silent satisfaction that, without 
envying the reputation of those whom we were con- 
tent to follow, without being piqued by insinuations 
against our motives, and without debating whether 
the minister might not be served by our success, we 
ga!ve an earnest and zealous assistance in defeating 
a measure, which, under the specious pretence of 
securing our coasts, strikes at the root of our great 
national defence, and at the heart of the constitution 
itself. 

The gallery being cleared the house divided en the motion '' that 
the words propose to be left ^mt, stand as part oj the question.^' 
oyef 169 ; noes 169. 

The numbers being equal, the Speaker remarked that, under his 
inability to say any thing new upon a subject which had been ah 
ready so thoroughly debated: and being too much exhausted by fa* 
tigue to enter largely into it then, even if he possessed talent enough 
to do it in a manner which would tend ta throw any new light Mipen 
Ut he would content himself with merely givis^ his vote againt the 
original motion, and declaring that the noes had carried Iftf fueo- 
Han."* 
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Mabch 6. 

PROCEBPINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

Major Scott on the first day of this \sessian, 24th of Jamuny, 
1786, reminded the house that Mr. Hayings had arrived in Eng* 
land some months; and he therefore called upon Mr, Burke to pro* 
duce the charges which he had pledged himself in the prevedinr 
sessions to bring forward against Mr. Hastings; and to fix tSe 
eatiiest day possible for the discussion of them, Mr, Burke re- 
plied to the major, by relating an anecdote of the great Duke of 
Parma, whohting challenged by Henry the Fourth of France '* to 
bring his forces into the open field, and instantly decide their dis* 
putest* answered with a smile, " that he knew very well, what he 
had to do, and was not come so far to be directed by an enemy/* 

On the nth Mr, Burke brought this sulfject before the house- 
After desiring the clerk to reaa the 44th and 45lA resolutions of 
censure and recal of Mr. Hastings^ moved by Mr, Dundas an th^ 
29th of May, 1782, he said that he entirely agreed in opinion mth 
the friends of that gentleman, that the resolutions which had been 
read shmtld not be suffered to remain a mere calunmy on the page of 
their journals ; at the same time he lamented that the solemn business 
of the day should have devolved upon him by the natural death of 
jsome, by the political death of others, and in some instances by a 
death to principle and to duty. Having endeavoured to remove the 
odium of appearing a forward prosecutor of public delinquency^ 
Mr, Burke called back the recollection of the house to the several pro* 
ceedings which had been had in parliament respecting the mal-admi* 
nistrdtion of the company* s officers in India, from the period of Lord 
Clivers government down to the reports of the secret and select com-' 
mittees, the resolutions moved thereupon, and the approbation re* 
peatedly given to these proceedings by His Majesty from the throne • 
It was upon tiie authority, the sanction, and the encouragement thus 
qffordta him, that he rested this accusation of Mr, Hastings as a 
delinquent of the first magnitude, After going through an infinite 
variety of topics relative to this part of' his sulf^ect ; he proceeded to 
explain the process which he should recommend to the hoyse to pur* 
•eue. There were he observed, three several modes of proceeding 
Moinst state delinquents, which according to the exigeneies of par* 
iwular cases bad each at different times been adopted- , The first was 
to direct the Aitomey^General to ps^sfcute; from this mode he ac*^ 
J^wwledgtd himself totally averse, not only because he had just dis" 
covered in the gentleman who filled that situation, that ualforpub* 
lie justice in the present instance, which was a necessary qualifica- 
tion in a public prosecutor: but more especially, because he thought 
a trial in the Court of King's Bench, amidst a cloud of comes of 
tneum [and tuum, of trespass, assault, battery, assumpsit and trover, 
Sfc. not at all suited to the size and enormity of the offender^ or to 



the camplicuted nature and exUnt of hi$ iffenem. Anoihtr MMb tf^ 
proceedinr oceamnally adopted ty the mnue wa» by bill ^ pahi$ , 
ami peru^liei ; tkU mode he alto greatly dUaparated of. The only 
proeees that remained, was by tSeaneunt ana eonditmtkned mods, 
of mpeaehment; and even in adopting thit process he ikomid ad* 
vise the house to proceed with all possibu caution and prudence. It . 
had been usual, he observed, in the first instance, to resolve that the. 
party accused Aould be impeached, and then a conunitteeto examina. 
the evidence, and find the articles on which the impeachment was to 
be founded. This mode of proceeding, had, from the heat and pas* 
sion soith which the minds of mas were sometimes apt to be hMamed^ 
led the house on more than one occasion, intothedisgfwceftddilemmag . 
of either abandoning the impeachment they had voted, or of prrfet^ 
ring articles which they had not evidence to support* In order to 
steer clear o/* this di^raee, he dwuU mo>ve that sHch papers as were 
necessary for substantiating the guilt of Mr. Hastings^ if guilt 
there was, should be laid before the house, and that these papers 
together with the charges extracted from them, should be referred to 
a committee of the whole house, and evidence examined thereon* If 
the charges shosdd then appear, what he believed they would be 
found to be, charges of the blackest and foulest nature, and sup^ 
ported by competent and sufficient evidence, the house would then 
proceed with confidence and dignity to the bar of the house of lords* 
After a speech of considerabU length Mr. jSuHee moved, '* Thai 
copies of all correspondence, since the month of January, 1782, fo» 
tween Warren Hastings, Esquire, governor general of Bengal, 
and the Court of Directors, as well before as since the return of 
the said governor general relative to pruents and other monev, par^ 
ticularly received by the said governor general, be laid before this 



TTUs question being carried, Mr. Burke proceeded to move for a- 
great variety of other papers. Which he aueged were necessary for 
the prosecution of the cause he had undertaken. These motions pro^ 
dueed much conversation ; and,, towards the close of the day, there> 
appeared some hesitation in the ministers of the crown, wither tf • 
' woiUd be proper to produce whatever papers might be called for mi* 
the mere suggestion of the mover, without insiriing upon his stating^ 
the connection they had with the matters contain^ in the reports of 
the committees, beyond which they did not think he ought to go 
in the matter of his intended. accusation. At this stage of the busi- 
ness, the house adjourned at one o'clock, on account of the illness of. 
the Speaker ; and the day following the conversation was renewed 
upon a motion for papers relative to the affairs of Oude. Major 
Scott followed Mr. Burke, and agreed in opinion with him, that the 
papers were necessary to be produced ; and Mr^ Pitt, after many 
professions of the most unbiassed impartiality, concurred with them ;. 
remarking, at the same time, that it would be but fair and candid, 
in Mr. aurke, to give the house some specific information of the 
suddeet matter of hu charges, and to state the gtemde and reaoone 
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fir Hi proAidhn afmkhpapan a$ he mighi think ii necesmy i0 
tall for in mppori of them. In eampliance with fkts reguestt Mr* 
Burke read to the house a short abstract of the several charges which 
he designed to king forward : and pointed out the matters which, 
the setferul papers heafterwards moved for were intended to explain 
MU substantiate. The rest of Mr. Burkes motions met with little 
&pporition ; till on the 9tf ^ March, he moved for copies of letters 
und other papers, relative to the treat if of peace with the Mahrattas, 
* This motUm was apposed by Mr. Dundas and Mr. Pitt, on twa 
grounds ; first, that the treaty in question was a wise and salutary 
treaty, and had saved the British empire in Asia : and. secondly 9 
that the production of the papers moved for would discover trans- 
actions relative to that peace, which ought to be kept a secret from 
the country powers in India; inasmuch as it would disclose the 
. fueuns by which the several states that were confederate against Eng* 
land were made jealous of each othr, and the intrigues by which 
they were induced to dissolve that confederacy. After a long debate 
the house divided, and the motion was rejected by a majority ofVt 
16 44. 

Thr conduct of administration, tit refusing the papers, and the 
reason upon which that refusal was grounded, appeared to the mem-> 
hers in opposition of so serious and alarming a nature, that the same 
mtdion was twice renewed, on the Qth and Wh of March, by Mr* 
FoXf but restricted to the cmrespondence of a Major Brown, an 
agent of Air. Hayings, at the court of Delhi. Copies of many 
j^ais of this eorrespofidence were in the hands of some private indi^* 
mluals in England : and they were used, in the course of the de-^ 
bate^ both to prove the Cfiminal conduct ef Mr. Hastings, and the 
fuiHity vf the fretemion of secrecy. 

In the course of the debate on the 3rf of March, Major Scott olh 
mrved, ** that when Mr. Fox brought in his India bill, an intima- 
tion was given, in a private conversation which he had with a person 
of authority t commissioned by Mr. Sheridan, that matters might be 
uccammodated : and he made no doubt, had Mr. Hastings then 
come home, he would have heard nothing of this calumny, and M 
' these serious accusations." Mr. Sheridan, who was ab^nt on this 
day, the 9d, answered the attack on the eth. 

Mr« Sberidan complained of the manner of re*« 
fusing material papera, without stBtin^ any par-- 
ttcular specific reason for such refusal; but ivhat 
he principally rose for^ be said, had been in order 
to give the house an explanation of that charge, or 
rather in.sjnuation, respecting him, which an honor* 
able gentleman (Major Scott) opposite to him had 
advanced. The committee would recollect, that 
when be beard of the matter on Friday evetiiiig^ bm 



had acted in th^ fi^mnef which h^ hoped they trotild 
think ttiost proper for him to adopt under the cir« 
cumstanced of the ca^e a% they then stood* He had 
since that had an interview with the person, with 
whom he had talked upon the subject ; and who. 
indeed, he had commissioned to go to the honorable 

gentleman opposite to him, and he did not doubt 
^ would do him the justice fully to explain to the 
house when he sat down, that he had been mistaken 
ii^ his id^a ; Ikiving' been satisfied by the gentleman 
in qMstion that he was mistaken. In order to 
make the hduse more clearly undet^tand what he 
meant, it would be necessary for him to state a 
little 6f some opinions, which he had ever reserved 
in his own mind, and did not intend to have stated, 
had not this business made it necessary. With re- 
gard to India affairs, he had thought there were 
but two lines of conduct to be pursued after those 
emphatic resolutions of the ^8th of May, 1782, had 
been voted. The one was to recal Mr. Hastings, 
immediately, by the strong arm of parliament, and 
punish him exemplarily; the other, to bring in an 
India bill, in which, on grounds of expediency, oii 
account of the times not bearing so strong a mea- 
imre, and the difference of opinion respecting it, no 
retrospect should be had, but all the clauses should 
look to the future. tSo thinking, when the India 
bill of his right honorable friend was preparing, the 
latter measure appeared to him most expedient to 
be followed, more especially as the time for calling 
home Mr. Hastings, by act of parliament, was, in 
his mind, gone by ; and, therefore, he had sent a 
friend to the honorable gentleman opposite to him 
tx) know whether Mr. Hai^tings would come home, 
if recalled. In the course of the conversation which 
he bad with his friend, the intended India bill was 
certainly mentioned, but merely as matter of con- 
Versation, and not as a proposition to the honorable 
gentieman. This, he had the happiness to say, was 
&t true state of the case; as the gentleman in 
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qaestion had assured both him aod the honoraUe 

gentleman opposite to him ; and that there had not 
een the most distant idea of bartering with Mr. 
Hastings for his support of the India bill. 

Major Scoti perfeeify admitied» ** that the s^tleman whom he 
hoi mm arieinalfy on the huhum^ had eot^rmed, since the Zd, 
evay eyliabu which Mr. Sheridan had uttered : and he ^Sffd 
Itane to thank him for ao fair a statement of the transaction.*' The 
house afterwards divided on the question ; aj/es 34 ; noes 88. 

THIS ABSTRACT OF THE WHOLB PROCERB- 
INGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS TO THE SIXTH 
OF MARCH, WILL BE FOUND CONTINUED IN 
REGULAR ORDER ON THE DATS MR. SHERIDAN 
DELIVERER HIS^ SENTIMENTS ON THAT INTE- 
RESTING SUBJECT. 



March 10. 



INDIA BILL. 



Mr. Dundas moved **for leave to bring in a till to amend and 
expbnn the India bill," Mr. Pitt seconded the motion. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the excessive con* 
descension and boundless good nature with which a 
right honorable gentleman (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) bad risen to support his right honorable 
and learned friend's motion, was unparalleled! 
What an astonishing instance of true liberality of 
mind, at the very moment he had heard him 
declare that the purport and principle of his new 
bill went to cutting up by the roots the right honor- 
able gentleman's own India bill, which the learned 
gentleman had proved by his speech to have been 
a very foolish piece of business. On this occasion, 
Mr. i^heridan added, that he should presume to 
warn the right honorable and learned gentleman in 
time, that he ought to bring all the parts of his bill 
forward together, and not to imitate the conduct 
pf his right honorable friend (the Chancellor of the 
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Excheqner,) whose Iiidmbill, when first ititrodaced^ 
proved so imperfect and so improper, that it was 
obliged to be completely altered in all its parts in 
the committee, and four and twenty new clauses 
were inserted. What the right honorable and 
learned gentlethan called '' an addition to the prin* 
ciple of Mr. Pitt*s bill of 1784," was, on the con- 
trary, a direct reversal of its principle, and the sub- 
stitution of a new principle as to the particular point 
in question ; for, by the bill of 1784, every thing in 
council in India was to be carried by the majority 
of voices ; whereas, in the new bill every thing was 
to depend solely on the single opinion of the Go- 
vernor-General. And here he must desire to bring 
back to the remembrance of the house, that, on the 
first day of the session, they had been told by a 
right honorable gentleman (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer), that the reason why no notice of India 
had been taken in the speech from the throne was, 
because the government of India had been esta- 
blished on^ a solid and permanent footing. Surely 
the information just given to the house, and the' 
motion now under their discussion, appeared to 
operate like absolute contradictions against the 
existence of establishments of solidity and perma- 
nency ! 

The question was put and carried* 



March 17. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS 

• When the order and imsineis of the day had hem gone through, 
the Speaker called to Mr. Foap, tvho rose immediately ^ and demtd 
that, previously to his troubling the house on the street, which he 
icished to bring under their consideration^ certain resolutions of 
the '2B£A of May, 1702, might be read. — They were read accord^ 
ingly. 

Resolved, << That the orders of the Court of Directors of the East 
India Company, which have conveyed to their servants abroad a pro- 
hibitory condemnatitu of all schmes of conquest and enlargement of 
dominion, by prescribing certain rules and boundaries for the ope- 
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rdtfltm ofihdr mUUmyfiixe, and a^^hing « tbrkt tMerenee to a 
^^iUm cf d^ence, ujnm the principle ^ the treaty of Jilahabadf 
werefouruled no less in wisdom and policy ^ than injustice and mo- 
deration. 

Resolved, ** That twry trans^esahn of those orders, wkkout eoi- 
dent necessity, by any of the seoeral British gopcrfsmmts in India, 
has been highly reprehensible, and has tended, in a chief degree, to 
weaken the force and infbunce, and to diminish the resources, of the 
Company in those parts, 

' Resolved, " Thai every interference, as a party, in the domestic ot 
national quarrels of the country powers, and. all neui engagenunt$ 
with them in qffiennve alliance, have been wisely and providently 
forbidden by the Company in their commands to their administrations 
t)f India. 

Resolved, '' That every unnecessary or unavoidable deviation from 
those well-advised rules, should be followed with very severe repre^ 
hension and punishment for it, as an msiance of wilful disobedience 
bf orders ; and as tending to disturb and destroy that state of tranm 
quiUity and peace with all- their neighbours, the preservation df 
which has been recommended as the first principle of policy to the 
British government in India. 

Resolved, " That the maintenance of an inviolable character for 
moderation, good faith, and scrupulous regard to treaty, ought to 
have been tKe simple grounds oh which the British government 
should have endeavored to establish an infbuence superior to that of 
other Europeans over the minds of the native powers in India : and 
that the danger and discredit arising from the forfeiture of this 
pre-eminence, could not be compensatea by the temporary sucass of 
any plan of violence or injustice. 

'■ itesohed, " That as an essential fa^wre m the executive conduct 
of th^ Supreme Council, cf Presidencies, would make them justly 
liable to the' most serious animadversions of their superiors ; so should 
any relaxafion, without sufficient cause, in these principles cf good 
government, on the part of the Directors themselves, bring upon 
them, in a heavier degree, the resentment of the legislative power of 
their country, which ahne can interpose an effectual correction to 
ihiC general misrule. 

Hesolved, '' That it appears, that the Government-General had 
been previously in possession of a letter from the Duan of the Rajah 
of Beror, containing overtures for mediation for peace and alliance 
^htke Peskwa; and that this material information was wholly 
suppressed by them in their dispatches to the Court of Directors; 
imt a copy of it was sent, by the same conveyance, to the private 
agent of Mr. Hastings ; and that, in thus neglecting to make i$n» 
mediate communication to the Court of Directors of such important 
intelligence, the Government-General appear to nave failed in an 
sssentid part of their duty J' 

The resolutions being read, Mr, Fox addressed the house ; and on 
eonduding mated for the Delhi papers. ^ 
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Mr. Shbridan^ remarked, that in «pite of the 
extensive talents and brilliant eloquence of the right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) who spoke last, 
his observations were much too barren of solid ar^ 
gument to constitute a refutation of the reasoning 
of his right honorable friend ^Mr. Fox), who had 
unanswerably contended for tne production of th^ 
papers, upon the proof, which hp as irrefragably 
established,, that they contained the clearest and 
most incontrovertiUe jevidence, of a negociation for 
an offensive alliance entered into bv Mr. Hastings 
:iirith the country powers. Nor had Wright honor- 
able friend maintained by less unquestionable all^ 
gations, that were these wonderfully secret papers 
divulged, no danger whatsoever coul^ accrue to the 
state nrom their publicity. For his own part, he must 
confess, that were he to place an approving cottfi«- 
dence in the measures^of an administration, and any 
honorable member' should move a question for par 
pers .affecting the executive government of the 
country ; and His Majesty's Ministers who were to 
be responsible, shcmld stand up and declare, that 
the granting the papers would prove dangerous to 
the state, he would desist from pressing such a 
motion. But was this the case now ? No ; the 
right honorable gentleman, as His Majesty's Mi- 
nister, was not responsible for the administration of 
the executive government of India; that goverur 
ment was not the TOvernment of His Majesty, 
whose name and authority had no connection with 
it ; it was merely the government of a trading com<- 
pany, conducted by their servants, and, therefore, 
all ideas of confidence in the King's Ministers were 
out of the question. What was the Board of Con*- 
trol ? Nothing more than- another Board of Di- 
rectors, of a superior order indeed, and nominated 
by His Majesty in the first instance. But it was 
rather curious, that the right honorable and learned 
gentleman should be one of the persons (and, pre** 
haps, the principal, in talking of India secrets, .and 
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refosinfi^ necessary papers on that cfroand) when he, 
himself had formed tits ovrn motions for papers in 
1781 and 1782, in the broadest and most general 
words; calling for all the papers relating to the 
)*eventte ; all the papers relating to the civil govern-* 
ment ; &c. &c. At that time, and it was a time 
of war, nobody dreamt of a secret respecting India. 
How happened it then, that when the conduct of 
LordClive was under inquirv* when every other 
India inquiry was going* on, that from the earliest 
periods it had never been discovered, tnat there 
might be a state secret in India till the year 17^6. 
It was downright nonsense to talk with a grave face 
about secrecy, and the dangerous tendency of let- 
tinor the papers moved for be seen ; when it was 
well known, not only what were their contents, but 
every transaction to which they alluded. 

In order more fully to convince the house that 
the papers would establish a most extraordinary 
series of duplicity in the conduct of Mr. Hastings, 
respecting the negociatioh with the Mogul, Mr. 
Sheridan went into a detailed investigation of every 
minute circumstance of the transactions of Major 
Browne, from the time of his leaving Calcutta, in 
October, 1783, to the arrival of Mr. Hastings at 
Lucknow, with all the relative facts of the flight of 
the son of the Mogul ; of that prince's reception by 
Mr. Hastings and the Nabob of Oude ; the seizure 
of the old Minister of the Mogul ^ by the Vizier 
Aphrasead Cawn, and the putting the Mogul into 
the hands of Madagee SScindia; reasoning upon 
each particular as he proceeded, and deducing such 
inferences as he conceived the premises clearly 
warranted. All these be contended, concurred in 
proving, that Mr. Hastings had acted in a manner 
so intricate and extraordinary, that though he by no 
means wished it to be understood as suggesting it 
either as a charge, or an insinuation, that Mr. Hast- 
ings was conscious of being guilty ; yet, with the 
purest innocence on the part of that gentleman, the 



suspicion to Ivliich it ^ve rise (at least in bis mind) 
'Was» that Mr. Hastings, from an idea, that the 
party he considered as his political enemies, were 
in power at home^ mig^ht entertain a wish to provide 
himself a refuge at the court of Dehli. On this 
occasion he must take the liberty to observe, that 
much inconsistency had, to appearance, marked the 
conduct of a learned and right honorable gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas), who discovered an aversion from 
either manfully standing forward himself as the first 
accuser of Mr. Hastings, or being at least a warm 
supporter of the accusation. W(iat could be the 
reason of the backwardness of the learned and right 
honorable gentleman, who had built his fame on 
his conduct as a conductor of Indian inquiries ? 
Was it because he thought to secure that situation 
he had acquired by prosecuting one supposed delin-> 
^uent, that he took pains to protect another ? Or 
was it from a kind of gratituae for East India de-^ 
linquency, to which he had been so much obliged^ 
that he chose to be his friend, and would not, as it 
were, kick down the ladder on which he had risen ? 
From whatsoever motives a conduct so singular had 
arisen, it was fair to point at the political versatility 
of the right honorable and learned gentlen^an, who 
could, in 1786, oppose the substantiation of reso- 
lutions, for which, in 1782, he had particularly 
moved. 

Thehaiuedmded an the motion: ayetlS; noes 140. 



March 24. 
OOYBBNMUNT OF IKDIA. 

Mr. Shvriban remarked, that he had a prc^io* 
sition to offer previous to their resolving themselvef 
into a committee, which he hoped would not be obr 
jected to. The bill consisted of two parts : the first 
part related to the regulations of the government ia 
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India, the secoBd to the new coart of jodifatqre to 
be instituted at home, for the trial of persons charged 
with having been guilty of acts of aelinquency and 
misdenaeanor in India. As these were separate and 
distinct objects, he wished them to be separately 
considered; and, as probably administration had 
wade it a condition with Earl Cornwallis, that h^ 
should go out to Bengal invested with certain 
pow^rs, it might be their desire to pass so much of 
|;he bill as related to the system of government to bf 
adopted in India as soon as possible. The sam9 
necessity for dispatch certainly did not apply to the 
judicature part of the bill ; and as that part had beeii 
but little considered when the bill of 1784 passedy 
be could wish that the learned and right honorable 
gentleman opposite to him would consent to divide 
the bill, and separate the two subjects^ In that 
^ase, administration would have it in their power to 
make good any promises which they might have 
made to Earl Gornwallis ; and time might be takea 
for such a deliberate discussion of the judicature 
part of the bill, as the importance of it required. 
Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving, ** That it be 
an instruction to the said committee to divide the 
biU in two/' 
Tks mAructim foued. 



March 27. 
NATIONAI, DEBT. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that when he consi« 
dered that scarcely many minutes had elapsed sub« 
sequently to the delivery of the report of the com- 
mittee, to inquire concerning the state of the national 
finances into the hands of the several members of 
that house; he could not avoid intimating to a 
right lK>norable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) his earnest 
wishes that he .would consent to postpone, the con^i* 
sideration of the report unt^ either the ensuing 
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Monday or Friday. Great was the importance of 
the subject, and consequently it must make every 
gentleman desire that it should be considered and 
discussed in as full a house as possible ; and, there^- 
fore, as the call of the house stood for the next 
Tuesday, he should conceive it would be right to 
let the subject be discussed as near the day of the 
call as possible. He had looked with accuracy 
enough in the report to observe, that it would not 
give the satisfaction expected from it. He was 
aware that another business stood for Monday, but 
the deferring of that for one or two days, he pre- 
sumed, would make no difference ; yet, if the con- 
sideration of the report was postponed only till 
Friday, even that slight procrastination would give 
gentlemen more time to examine and understand it. 

To this Mr. Pitt replied that the arguments brought forward 
were by no means mfficient to warrant a delay in a business of suck 
importaw^. He therefore mowd, " That His Mtgest^s most gra- 
dous speech to both houses of parliametU, upon the 24th of January 
last, might be read" The. clerk accordingly read, and Mr* Pitt 
conclu£d with moving, 

** That, this house will, upon Wtdnesday morning next, resolve it- 
se^inio a committee of the whole house, to consi&r of so much of 
iJis.Mqfesty's said most gracious speech to both houses of Parlia- 
ment, as recommends to, this house the establishment of a fixed plan 
for the reduction of the national debt.*' 

Mr. Pitt next moved, 

'' That the report which, upon Tuesday last, was made from the 
select committeci to whom it was referred to examine and state the 
several accounts and other papers presented to the house in this ses^ 
sion of parliament relating to the public income and expenditure, 
and to report to the house what may be expected to be the annual 
amount of the, said income and expenditure in future, be referred to 
the said committee. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to remind the right hon. 
gentleman of his error, for the purpose of rectifying 
which, he should not hesitate to assert, that he by 
no means stated that he had read the whole of the 
report ; he only said, he had looked at the report 
with, sufficient accuracy to see that it would not 
afford the public the satisfaction expected. How-* 
ever, he certainly would not press tne matter j but 

VOIi. I. Q 
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he hoped that the right honorable gentieman, by 
his eagerness for an early day, looked forwawl to a 
day of triumph, and not to a day of disappointment 
to the. public, and of disgrace to himself. As far 
as he had seen, so far from the existence of a con- 
siderable surplus at present, there was not atty; 
and therefore the report completely disproved all 
that the riffht honorable gentleman had advanced 
relative to the matter. 

. Mr. Pitfs motion passed. 



March 29. 
NATION AX DEBT. 



It has been ahready shewn thai on the 2!7th, Mr. Pitt took notice 
of that part of His MqfeOy's speech which related 4o the necessity of 
providing for the dkmnution of the nationd debt; he had at the 
same time given the house to underOand, that mch was the present 
Jtmnrisking condition of the revenue, that the annual notional reve- 
nue, would not onfy equal the annual naHonal disbursement, but 
would leave a surplus of considerable magnitude. This surplus, he 
said, he meant to form into a permanent fundi to ^ i^oMtantly and 
invariably applied to the liguidation of the p^Uc d(M. In pur^ 
suance of this information to the house, and in order to aaeertam the 
anwura of the surphts in question, Mr. Pitt, previous to Ms enter' 
ing into the state of the finances, or ioays and meana,fBfr the yeat^ 
moved the thv^d resolution mentioned in the account of the proceed- 
ings, on the 21th. The nleet comntiitee having framed their report, 
knd it before the house, on the 2\st of March; dndonthie dtnf, the 
29th, Mr, PUt^ together with the euppUes, and ways and means, 
for the year, brought the consideration of the nationd debt, and 
msproposkienfor the dtminuHon of it, formally before jR^ houm. 
After entering at targe iisto the actual and probable resources of the 
country, he said, tiSre was but little doubt but that the growing 
resources of the country, and the contingent receipts of the different 
sums he hod merttianed, would be more than siffficient, without a 
loan, to disc/large the exceedings which our establishment during 
the next three or four years would amount to, beyond their permanent 
level, as stated in the repoi^t. But if it should be otherwise, he ne- 
vertheless was of opinion, that money should rather be borrowed for 
the discharge of those extraordinary defnands, than that the instftu- 
tion of the fund in ^question shouHd be pootponed, or infringed upon 
at any time after it was established. He next proceeded to opmi 
the mode he meant to adopt, in order to insure the due appUcatum 
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€f thi9fund to it9 distined oljfect ;—A« proposedt kesaid, to vest in 
a certain number of comnmsionera the Jull power of disposing of it 
in the purchase of stock/or the public, in their oum names. These 
commissioners should receive the annual million b^ guarterlif payments 
of j£250,000, to be issued out of the exchequer before any other 
money, except the interest of the national debt itself: by these pro- 
visions the fund unmld be secured: and no deficiencies in the na^ 
tional revenues could j^ect it; but such must be separately provided 
for by parliament. The accumulated compound interest on a million 
yearly, together with the annuities that would fall into that fund, 
would, he said, m twenty-eight years amount to such a sum as would 
have a surplus of four ndUums annually to be applied, if necessa^^^ 
to the eaigencies of the state. In appointing the cohnnissioners lit 
should, me said, endeavor to choose persons ^ such weight and cha" 
raeter as corresponded with the importance of the commission they 
were to execute. The Speaker of the house of commons, the Chan- 
oettor of the Eisehtfuer, the. Master of the Rolls, the Governor ane^ 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of England, and the Accountant- 
General of the High Court of Chancery, were persons who^ from 
their several situations, he should think highly proper to be of the 
nmsber. Mr. Pitt eoneluded by moving, ** That the sum of one 
rnUHott be annually granted to certain commissioners, to be by. them 
emptied to the purchase of stock, towards discharging the pubUe 
dAt of this country: which money shall arise out of the surplus^ 
excess, and overplus monies, composing the fund commonly called 
the Sinking Fund." 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that there was, in 
point of fact, no surplus whatever in the present 
year ; a circufnslaaoe evinced not only by the re- 
port itself, bat by the whole of the rjght honorable 
gentleman's speaefa Uiat day. The day had com- 
Hienced very inauspiciously ; and when he used that 
phrase he meant no disrespect to His Majesty ; but 
merely tu hint at the royal message relative to the 
civil list, which was an extraordinary introduction 
^rarely to a busiaiess^ the event of which the public 
had been taught to look forward to with the pleas- 
ing expectation of finding a surplus in their favour. 
ae was a little surprised, that the right honorable 
gentleman, who, wiien he two years ago asked for 
^00,000 to clear the debt then due on the civil list, 
had in a manner pledged himself to the house that 
no farther debts should arise, and that the house 

a2 
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should not again be applied to for farther g^nts on 
the subject, should come again so soon for so large 
a sum of the public money. 

Mr. Chancellai' Pitt said^ across the house. Oh no, I never said 
any such thing. 

Mr. Sheridan replied, the right honorable gen- 
tleman must excuse him ; words said at so remote 
a period might be forgotten; but he was clear 
in his recollection of the circumstances; and .in* 
deed it was evident he must have used some 
such argument, or else why should the right honor- 
able gentleman have asked for £60^000$ two years 
ago, and come down again then, and claim grants 
for an arrear of so large an amount as £210,000. 



To this Mr. Pitt replied, that he considered it ** as the most ex- 
traordinary attack that was ever made upon him. Mr. Sheridan had 
said, words might be forgotten after they had been said: it was Wf 
doubtedly true: but it was also true, tluA words might be nttsrmc 
sented: and if ever he had heard a gross misrepresentation of his 
words, it had been the charge stated by the honorable gentleman," Sfe* . 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that the right honorable 
gentleman might indulge himself as much as he 
pleased in throwing out charges of misrepresenta- 
tion ; but he had spoken what, in his opinion, as 
well as in the opinion of several gentlemen in that 
house, was a true statement of the right honorable, 
gentleman's own words. If 60,000/. was asked for as 
the debt two years ago, how came it that 210,000/. 
was now wanted? As to the idea of redeeming a 
mortgage of 50,000/. a year on the civil list, why 
bad not that been regularly paid, since government 
were answerable for it ? 

TTu question was then put, and agreed to^ 
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March 30. 

MR. MARSHAM^S BILI. FOR DISFRANCHISING 
ALL VOTERS EMPLOYED BY THE NAVY AND 
ORDNANCE BOARD. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that the right honor- 
Bble and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had 
truly said, that he never made an assertion without 
being ready to shew his face at the same time ; for 
he believed the house would agree with him, that 
the right |ionorable and learned gentleman had 
never advanced an argument, however irreconci- 
leable with reason or logic, upon which he had not 
been perfectly ready to put a good countenance. 
With regard to the right honorable and learned 
gentleman's dish of disfranchisements; he, of all 
men, should not have set it before the house ; who 
doubtless must well remember that the right honor- 
able and learned gentleman had not only, first, been 
induced to nibble a little at a plate or side dish 
filled with the same ingredients, but had afterwards 
been brought to sit down to a whole course of dishes 
of that sort ; when the right honorable and learned 
gentleman's right honorable friend near him had 
served up his grand entertainment of parliamentary 
reform. The object of that reform had been, not 
to disfranchise a single deseription of men merely^ 
but a large number of voters from many different 
boroughs. 

Mr. Chancdhr Pitt denied this assertion. 

Mr. Sheridan thanked the right honorable gen- 
tleman for his correction ; and said, he recollected 
the people were to be paid for giving up their 
frandhises; which suited his argument better; — 
because every body knew where money was in 
the case, the right honorable and learned gentleman 
would be better pleased. But, how unconstitutional , 
was the idea of purchasing with a bribe, that which ' 
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it had ever been contended no Englishman could 
^ell or part with for money — his unalienable right 
of voting at an election ! He next alluded to what 
Lord Mulgrave had said, respecting that man's de- 
serving to lose his head, who used the influence of 
the crown improperly. 

His lordship rose to set Mr. Sheridan right ; and repeated his 
words, declaring he had said, that $nan ought to lose his head, who 
exercised the powers oj government in the manner alluded to. 

Mr. Sheridan resumed his argument; and was 
glad to find the expression was ought to losei his 
head ; because if it had been would have lost his 
head, the right honorable and learned g^entleman 
would not, in all probability, that day had a face 
to have shewn in that house. Mr. "Sheridan ani- 
madverted upon part of Sir Charles Middleton's 
speech ; declaring that there must be something 
exceedingly pure and patriotic indeed in the blood 
of those shipwrights, who condescended to work in 
the King's yards for 2^. 4d. per day, when the ho- 
norable baronet had stated they could get 5^. per 
day in the merchants' yards. 



April 3. 

EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 



The order of the day having been read for the house to resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole house, the Speaker left the chair, 
having previously put the question on the motion ** That the several 
reports which since the year I772> have been made from ^the commit" 
tees of secrecy appointed to inquire into the causes of the war in the 
Caiifiatic: and of 'the condition of the British possessions in those 
parts : and from the select committees appointed to take into con- 
sideration the state of the administration of justice in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, be referred to the said cotnmittee,** 

Mr. Sheridan contended that the house were 
not then sitting as judges; nor did Mr. Hastings 
want an advocate ; neither was the loss of thirteen 
provinces, nor of a whole army, at all in point to 
the subject under consideration. But he owned he 
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was a ffood deal surprised at hearing; the learned 
Lord Advocate so severe on the noble earl (Corn- 
wallis) ; for when he talked of the loss of an army, 
he presumed the learned lord must have meant 
him ; and surely the noble earl was, at this time, a 
favorite with administration ! Their grantinf^ to 
him the post of governor-general, proved clearly 
that his sins were forgiven him, and his pardon 
signed. If the committee were rightly to adhere 
to fornis, they had it not in their power to receive 
anv charge, notwithstanding the charge had been 
called for so often. He desired that the order of 
the day might be minutely and distinctly read ; 
which being done* he contended that the order 
clearly conhned them to the examination of the 
written, and to the receipt of the parole evidence ; 
and that the natural duty of the committee would 
be to make a report ; out of which rc^port the hou&e 
would have to draw and. extract the charge. If 
therefore the arguments of the gentlemen on the 
other side of the house were to prevail, the report 
must certainly be to this eftect: " Your committee 
have not examined the evidence, which yon referred 
to us, and directed us to investigate ; but we report 
the charge, which you did not direct us to receive.** 



APBIL 5, 
SUPPLY TO BE GRANTED TO IIIS MAJESTY. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to remind the right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) that he had misun- 
derstood him on a former day, when he had talked 
of the right honorable gentleman's having pledged 
himself tnat there should be no future debt accrue 
from the civil list. He then drew an inference 
from what the right honorable gentleman had that 
dav said, that if 11 is Royal Hiffnness the Prince of 
Wales should find his income too small, and a()pli- 
catipn should be made to that house, that the right 
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honorable gentleman was of opinion it ought to be 
increased ; and any debts whicn His Royal High- 
ness might have incurred, paid. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt again repeated what he had before said, that 
having had no instructions on the subject of His Rnfal Highnesses 
esiablishmeni, he could not take upon km to speak officially concern^ 
ing it : nor would he be so presumptuous as to entertain or express 
any private opinion whatever. 

Mr. Sheridan declared that he should still under- 
stand that if any debts incurred by His Royal 
Highness were to be, in future, stated by the right 
honorable gentleman, whether by message from the 
crown, or by any other proper authority, thej' were 
to be considered as extraordinaries of the civil list, 
and not within the right honorable gentleman's 
present pledge. A bill (Mr. Burke's) on regulating 
the payment of the civil list expenses, expressly 
said, that no debt should be incurred upon it in 
future. It was absurd to let the bill remain in full 
force, and yet come down in the face of an act of 
parliament, and call upon the house to vote money 
for the debts of the crown. The right honorable 
gentleman ought either to bring in a bill to explain 
and amend, or ask for no more money on the civil 
list account. He shrewdly suspected that as 80,000/. 
was the precise debt now asked for, that the ex- 
pense of keeping the noble Earl of Chesterfield for 
two years together, nominal ambassador to the court 
of Madrid ; and the expense of sending out a right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Eden) to negociate the 
treaty of commerce, occasioned that debt; and 
what led him to form this conjecture was, because 
the sums squared so well together; — ^the expense 
on the noble earl's account being 25,000/. ; and the 
other 5000/. He gave the right honorable gentle- 
man (Mr. Eden) credit for possessing great know- 
ledge of the subject, and for being exceedingly fit to 
negociate the treaty ; but it nevertheless behoved 
the right honorable gentleman to be able to assure 
the house that so large a sum of the public money 
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would not be wasted ; but that he had good reason 
to believe the treaty would be made, and the object 
of his mission would be answered. Observing Air* 
Pitt smile, Mr. Sheridan expressed bis astonishment 
that, whilst he delivered his sentiments upon a sub- 
ject of such uncommon consequence to the country 
at large, he should, if unbecoming smiles could 
have that effect, be treated by the right honorable 
gentleman as an object of ridicule. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt contended, that the honorable gentleman had 
been long in the habit of putting words into hi» mouth for the pW' 
poH of giving thoee words whatever interpretation he thought mod 
Hkelv to answer his own ends. He had now gone farther, andpre^ 
tended to interpret even his smile; and give it a turn which he was 
by no means warranted assigning to it. In fact, his smile was only 
occasioned by the nature of the honorable feni lemon's argument: 
which the committee must be sensible was highly ridiculous. For what 
could be more absurd than to call upon him. to say what progress had 
been made in the treaty, when he had not yet an official account ^ 
the ambassador's having arrived at the place of negodation. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he would not believe 
that the right honorable gentleman's smile was a 
smile in ridicule of his argument ; but rather the 
sneer of vexation, that he should use it; and he 
would undertake to prove that no man of common 
sense would deem his argument ridiculous, because 
he had every reason to suppose that the right honor- 
able p^entleman was not m earnest in sending out 
the right honorable negociator ^Mr. Eden), if he 
had been in earnest, be woula undoubtedly have 
sent him out sooner, when the treaty could have 
been accomplished ; and not when it was too late to 
expect its achievement. Though the right honorable 
gentleman miffht not be able to declare when the 
treaty miffht be ended, yet he might sav, that it 
was probable it would, sooner or later, and that the 
court of France was earnest upon the occasion. He 
had, therefore, been guilty of no absurdity in what 
he had said respecting the treaty, in his first speech. 
He declared, that, from what he knew of the mat* 
ter, while he belonged to the Treasury, it was ex- 
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(remely'difficuky with any management, to keep the 
expenses of the civil list within due bounds; hut 
that by the pensions which fell in, and by other 
material aids, he was persuaded that it was possible 
to keep His Majesty's expenses within the limit of 
bis income ; and he hoped that the proper means 
for doing so would be adopted. 



April 6. 
REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

Mr. Sheridan said he would not go into any 
farther argument upon the subject that day, but 
would move a string of resolutions upon the state of 
the revenue on Wednesday next. In the mean 
time, as an honorable gentleman opposite to him 
(Mr. Rose) had, on the preceding day, said, in ex- 
press terms, that the four and a half per cent, fund, 
drawn from the Leeward Islands, was the private 
money of His Majesty ; and, as he was satisfied the 
fund was granted for public purposes, he wished the 
house to be informed how the produce of that fund, 
and its application stood; and therefore he begged 
leave to move, ^^ That an humble address be ipre* 
sented to His Majesty, that there be laid before this 
house, an account of the four and a half per cent, 
duties paid out of His Majesty's Leeward Islands 
for the last three years, with the charges there^- 
upon." 

nis motion being agreed to, 
. Mr. Sheridan again rose, and moved " for a cor- 
rect plan of the civil establishment and payments 
drawn in classes, and arranging by estimate the ex- 
pense of each class, and of each ofnce in each class, 
m manner directed by an act of the 21st of his pre- 
sent Majesty." 

This tms abo agreed to, Mr. Sheridan having consented to leave 
out the ward correct at the instance of the ChanceUar of the Exche- 
quer. 
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HAWKERS AND PEDLARS. 

Mr, Pulteney moved for leave to bring in a Ml to explain and 
amend so much of the act respecting the hawkers and pedlars as re- 
strains them from exposing to sale goods in market towns^ and as 
enables justices of the peace of any county to prohibit such hawkers 
and pedlars from vending their goods within the same, and to far- 
ther regulating their trade,'' — Mr, Pitt dtdared he would not at pre- 
sent object to the bill ; but he desired to put in his claim on behalf of 
the shopkeepers, who certainly ought to be congidtred as deeply inte^ 
rested tn it. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that it was the first 
time the house had heard the right honorable gen- 
tleman confess, that the shop-tax was a burden 
on the shopkeepers. It had been repeatedly argued 
by different gentlemen, that the tax was a burden 
on the shopkeeper ; but the right honorable gentle- 
man had always contended, that it was the con- 
sumer, and not the shopkeeper, who bore it. If it 
was, as the right honorable gentleman had now con- 
fessed, a burden on the shopkeeper, it ought to be 
repealed ; and if the consumer paid it, the hawkers 
and pedlars were hardly dealt with to be sacrificed 
for no purpose whatever. The right honorable gen- 
tleman had, by his late modification of the shop-tax, 
relieved all the country shopkeepers, excepting a 
few indeed, who dwelt in large towns. His con- 
senting to relieve the hawkers and pedlars, would 
therefore aggravate the injustice done to the shop- 
keepers of the metropolis, on whose shoulders the 
onus of the burden now almost exclusively rested. 

Leave was given to bring in the bill. 



April 10. 
REVENUE. 

Mr. Sheridan meved for an acfcount of the 
gross and neat receipt of the Exchequer on the 
quarter ending April 5, 1786, from the officers of 
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customs, excise, and stamps, He meant by the 
production of that account, to ground on it much fu- 
ture argument in proof of his objections to the state 
of the revenue, as insisted on by the right honorable 
gentleman; and though, perhaps the paper might 
not be ready by Wednesday, it might, nevertheless, 
be ready by the day on which the right honorable 
gentleman should open his budget, which would 
equally answer the puf pose. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt informed the honorable gentleman^ that he 
had hwueif made a motion a few days ago of nearly the same pur^ 
port as that which had been read, but of a greater extent ; and as 
the honorable gentleman* s object was solely to compare the revenue in 
two different quarters, his was more effectual for that purpose, as, 
besides the accounts of the customs^ excise, and stamps, he had in his 
motion included incidents, which together comprized the whole of the 
revenue, and therefore gave a fairer opportunity for an accurate com- 
parison, 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that being now told 
such a paper had been moved for, he would with- 
draw his motion. He afterwards moved for a va- 
riety of papers, all relative to the actual state of the 
revenue, which were severally agreed to. 



April 11. 
CLAIMS OF AMERICAN LOYALISTS. 

Mr. Sheridan signified his intention of moving 
for certain papers relative to the payments to Ame- 
rican loyalists and sufferers, and to discharge the 
order of the preceding day, which he understood 
was not worded so as to comprehend the whole of 
his object. Undoubtedly, he at first designed to 
move certain resolutions relative to the state of the 
revenue upon the ensuing day, even under the dis« 
advantage of not having the papers which he had' 
moved for the preceding day ; but having since un- 
clerstood, that before he came to the house on 
Monday, the ri^ht honorable gentleman had de« 
clared it to be his intention to put off (and had 
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actually put off) the report of his national-debt bill 
till after the holidays, he thought it better to take 
more time, as the greatest accuracy could not but 
be desirable in a matter which depended so much 
upon calculation and figures; and, therefore, he 
would either put off his intended motions till the 
first open day after the holidays ; or till any day 
previous to the right honorable gentleman s opening 
his budget. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt said, his budget had heen opened ten days 
be/ore. 

Mr. Sheridan's motion was then put as follows, 
and agreed to :— 

" For an account of the whole claims given by the 
loyalists to the commissioners appointed to examine 
the said claims ; and an account of the sum at which 
the said claims are liquidated ; and, also, an account 
of the amount of the claims not yet heard and li- 
quidated/' 



April 26. 
PROCEEBINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

On the 4ih o/Amil, Mr. Burke, in his place, had charged Mr. 
Baitings with sundry highcrimes and misdemeanors, andaelivered 
at the table the nine first articles of his charges,* and the red in the 

* The following an? the particulars of the charges:*- 

1. With pross injustice, cruelty, and treachery against the faith 
of nations, in hiring Britbh soldiers for the purpose of extirpating 
the innocent and telpless people who inhabited the Rohillas. 

2. With using the authority delegated to him through the East 
India Company, for treating the King, ShaiT^AUum, Emperor of 
Hindostan, or otherwise the Great Mogul, with the greatest 
cruelty, in bereavins him of considerable territory, and withhold- 
ing forcibly that tribute of twenty-six lacks of rupees, which the 
company engaged to pay as an annual tribute or compensation for 
their holdtne in his name the Ouanneeofthe rich and valuaUe 
provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, and Orissa. 

3. With various instances of extortion, and other deeds of mal- 
administration, against the Riyah of Benares. This article eon- 
fisted of three different partii in each of which Mr. Hastings was 
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coune 9f the f Mowing week, anuniHtmg, ift att, to IwentyAwo in 
number. On ike. 26/A Mr, Hading^ regmded, by petition to the 
home, to be permitted to be heard in his defence to the several articles; 
and that he might be allowed a copy of the same. Mr. Burke de- 
dared his wish that every reasonable degree of indulgence should be 
shewn Mr. Hastings ; he should, therefore, readily consent to Ajl 
being heard in his ckfence, though he did not think it quite agree* 
able to the regularity of their proceeding, that he should be heard in 
the present stage of it. With respect to a cony of the charges he be- 
lievid there was no precedent of such an indulgence being granted. 
It was well knoton that it was his original intention to have gone 
through the whole of the evidence before he delivered in his articles, 
and to let the charge grow out of the evidence ; but the house, in its 
wisdom, had thought proper to vote a different mode of proceeding, 
and to direct tfutt the chflrges should be first made, and that he 
should then proceed to substantiate them by evidence. Hence he hid 

charged with a series of the most wanton oppressions and cruel* 
ties. He gave in papers concerning the rights of the Rajah, his 
expalsioB, and the sundry revolutions which have been effected by 
the British influence, under the control of the late Governor-Gene* 
ral in that Zemendary. 

4. The numerous and insupportable hardships to which the 
royal family of Oude had been reduced, in consequence of tlieir 
connection with the supreme council. 

5. With having, by no less than six revolutions, brought the fer- 
tile and beautiful provinces of Farruckabad to a state of the most 
deplorable ruin. 

6. With impoverishing and depopulating the whole country of 
Oude, and rendering that country, which was once a garden, an 
uninhabited desert. 

7. With a wanton, an unjust, and pernicious exercise of his 
powers, and the great situation of trust which he occupied in India, 
m overturning the ancient establishments of the country, and ex^ 
tending an undue influence, by conniving at extravagant contracts, 
and appointing inordinate salaries. 

8. With receivisg money againfit the orders of the company, the 
act of parliament, and his own sacred engagements ; and applying 
that money to purposes totally improper and unauthorised. 

9. With having resigned by proxy, for the obvious purpose of 
Mtauung his situation, and denying the deed in person, in direct 
oppofiitioB to all those powers under which he acted. 

10. Accuses hiai of treadiery to Muzuffer Jung, who had been 
placed under his guardianship. 

11. Chai^ieshim with enoruMMis extrava|;aace and bribery m 
▼ariotts contracts, with a wiew to enrich his de|>eoda&ts and bt- 
vourites. 

These are the principal of the twenty-two chaises, on most of 
^ich Mr. Hastings was voted by the house deserving of impeach- 
aittit; IfeothcnavedepeDdaflit on the foregoing. 
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heenuMderthe t^ecesdfy 0/ nao ernmging his plan, andofmaking 
his charges as camprshemive as passibh, takins in and stating evay 
thing with which private information could jumish him. in their 
present form they were to he considered merely as a getwral collet- 
Hon of aecusatmry facts, intermixed with a variety of collateral nutt^ 
ter, Mh of fact andreasomngt necessary for their duddoHon t and 
the committee to which they were to be r^erred would necessarily find 
occasion to alter them materially. For this reason, also, he tlioughl 
it would be highly improper to give a copy of them in the present 
stage of the business to Mr. Hastings. Tht»ereaoons, however, being 
overruled by the mqfority, and a eop/y ordered to be granted to Jlr. 
Hastings, Mr. Burke moved, that the house should resolve itsdf 
into a committee to examine the witnesses that had been ordered to 
attend. This was also objected to by the other side of the house, on 
the ground, that (^ they had agreed to hear the defence of Mr. 
Ihdines, th^ou^to wait till Skat had been gone through, sisios 
he might possibly be able to offer such matter in exculpation of him- 
self as would induce the house to stop all further proceedings. The 
house divided on Mr, Barkers proposition, ayes 80 ; noes 140 ; ma- 
jority against it 60. 

Mr. Shekiban remarked, that the house had 
committed a sort of a blunder in their proceedings, 
in deciding that Mr. Hastings should be heard 
immediately ; and the right honorable gentleman 
had said, tne charges must not stand in the priesent 
form. Was it then wise or proper to hear Mr. 
Hastings on what the other side of the house termed 
vague, confused, irrelevant, and unintelligible 
charges ? Or would it not have been better, more 
regular, and more sensible, first to have reduced the 
charges to the form in which they were to stand, 
and then have heard Mr*. Hastings on them. 



April 28. 
MR. :powys's motion for leave to bring in 

A BILI- TO explain AND AMEND THE ACT OF 
1776, COMMONLY CALLED THE aUEBEC BILL. 

Mr. SsEfiiuiliiAN justified the motioii and said, be 
wished f^r soinetliing like an answer to two or three 
fuestioQs frimi tkie right honorarble gientleoiai^ oa 
which would depend whether it wiouUi be neoeasarj 
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for him to trouble the house with a motion or not. 
By the gazette he saw that Sir Guy Carleton was 
appointed captain-general and governor in chief of 
the provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New. 
Brunswick. Was it meant that there were to be 
lieutenant-governors of the two latter provinces ? and 
if it were, was it intended that appeals from the latter 
should be to the king in council at home, or to Sir 
Guy Carleton as governor and captain-general? 
Would not the appointment of Sir Guy Carleton, as 
captain-general and commander-in-chief over the 
three provinces, disturb the present government of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and narrow their 
privileges and liberties ? If these questions were an- 
swered, Mr. Sheridan said, it would be unneces- 
sary for him to make any motion; if not, he should 
move for a copy of the appointment, powers, and 
instructions given to Sir Guy Carleton as cap- 
tain-general and governor-in-chief of the pro- 
vinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns- 
wick. 

The Attorney-General^ in reply ^ stated, that there were to be 
Lieuttnant-Govemors but for a short timet ond that these were to be 
the very persons now governors of the two subordinate provinces ; at 
host he Knew that, with respect to one, such a measure was in agOnh 
tion. 



May 4. 

NATTONAI. DEBT. 

The order of the day having been read for gomg hUo a committee 
for the consideration of the report on the national debt bill, the 
jifeifion was put, ** TMt the Speaker do now leave the chair,* 

Mr. Sheridan rising, signified his determined 
resolution of moving to postpone the question till 
that day se'nnight ; and if he should be so success- 
ful as to prevail on the house to agree to that propo* 
gition, he should then move certain resolutions 
rrounded on facts, statements, and calculations to 
be foimd in tJie report of the committee appointed 
to inquire into the receipt and expenditure of the 
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public revenue/ which resolutions he should read as 

Sart of his speech. A plan for paying off the public 
ebt had been published by a noble earl (Stantiope) 
no. longer a member of that house, and whose ab- 
sence he had to lament upon that day. The noble 
earl's plan appeared to him by far the most prefer- 
able ot the two compared with that of the right ho- 
norable gentleman's opposite to him» which was 
founded altogether on tlie report to which he had 
alluded. It was not, however^ his purpose, at that 
time, to enter into any argument respecting the 
principles of the right honorable gentleman's bill, or 
to discuss the propriety of applying the surplus sup- 
posed to exist in the manner provided by that bill. 
What he meant to go to was, the examination of 
the great and important question, whether there ac- 
tually existed any surplus at all or not ? To that 
point he wished to draw their attention ; and al- 
though he was well aware, that however interesting 
the subject was to the nation, it was not one of those 
in which that house took much delight, or to the 
discussion of which the^ were very fond of attend- 
ing; yet the* critical situation of the country, and 
the magnitude of the object in view considered, he 
hoped it would be thought entitled to their especial 
notice. The diminution of the public debt, and 
the gradual alleviation of the public burdens, were 
matters well worthy their deliberate attention. It 
was a duty they owed to their constituents, a duty 
they owed to themselves, to set about the business 
with zeal, with earnestness, and with a sincere de- 
sire to attain their aim with certainty and effect. 
In setting about such a business, however, plain 
dealing was first of all indispensably necessary} 
above all things, it behoved that house not to deceive 
themselves ; to gloss over nothing ; to avoid nothing 
that told against the desired purpose, but to con- 
vince the world not only of the strength and vigor of 
the national, resources, but that the parliament had 
spirit, and stoutness of mind enough, to dare to look 

VOL. I. R 
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the real situation of the country in the face ; to exa- 
mine it thorougfhly, and to hold it up publicly as it 
really was, without deception of any kind whatever. 
Under this impression it was, and not with any 
despondent ideas of the national resources^ that he 
meant to call their attention to the report on the 
table ; and he conceived that he should be able to 
prove that it was drawn up upon erroneous princi- 
ples ; that it was replete with mistaken calculations; 
that the committee had acted under a delusion ; and 
that the effect of the whole must be fallacious, and 
not to be relied on, as the ground of a proceeding 
of so serious and important a nature as a bill con^ 
taining and enacting a plan for the gradually pay- 
ing off (lie national debt. When he said this, he 
begged leave once for all to be understood, as not 
meaning to convey any imputaticm whatever on the 
gentlemen who composed the committee ; they had 
acted, he was persuaded, on honorable principles, 
and bad rather given way to delusion tnemselves 
than meant to deceive or mislead the house. But 
meaning as he did to object to the report, and to 
disprove its statements, he must take th^ liberty of 
declaring, that he thought the formation of the 
committee highly objectionable. The right bcn^or- 
able gentleman opposite to him had gone tiie length 
i&f avowing, that he should not be ashanied to deliver 
lists of bis own friends to be ballotted for to form 
s,uch a committee; and therefore he might beat- 
lowed to suppose, that some of ^ke right honorable 
gentleman's influence was eq^erted in the selecticm 
and appointment of the gentlemen who were re- 
turned by the ballot, and who actually had been 
members of the late committee. Such a committee, 
so appointed and chosen, he thought extremely im^ 
tooper; because, as every part and^ party in the 
nouse, however they might differ as to the best 
means of paying off the national debt, were un- 
doubtedly agreed in their opinion^ ^t it ougiht to 
be set about as soon as possible, and commenced in 
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the mannef most likely to effect it on the best and^ 
most advantageous terms for the public, he siiould 
have imagined, that on such an occasion, a fair and 
impartial committee, composed of men of different 
sentiments, and men who were as likely to dra^ 
out the dark side of the question as the light one, 
would have been the sort of committee best adapted 
to the occasion. Mr. Sheridan now proceeded to 
examine the committee's report, the favorite object 
of which appeared to him to be, to hold up the 
measures recently taken by the minister of the day 
for the prevention of smuggling, as the great and 
principal cause of the supposed increase of the public 
mconie. The committee, in the exordium of the 
report, say, f* The large amount of the taxes pro- 
posed since the commencement of the late war, iii 
addition to the then subsisting revenue ; the diffi- 
culties under which the different branches of our 
commerce laboured during the continuance of that 
war; and the great and increasing prevalence of 
smuggling, previous to the measures recently 
adopted for its suppression, appeared to your com- 
mittee to render any averages of the amount of 
Ae revenue in former periods in a great degree in- 
applicable to the present situation of the country/' 

The very reverse of this reasoning ought, in his 
mind, to have prevailed ; and the committee would 
have done niuch more wisely to have stated the 
arerages of the amount of the revenue, and of the 
expenditure of it in former periods, because, as the 
report stood, there appeared a statement of the pre- 
sent receipt, to which was opposed not the present 
expenditure, but the expenditure that it was sup- 
Bosed would be the expenditm-e of the year 1791. 
Where, Mr. Sheridan asked, was the difficulty, sinc6 
peace was no new situation to this country ? The 
mode of stating the present receipt, which happened 
to be remarkably high and favourable, against the 
probable expenditure of a year at so great a dis- 
tance, was a mtode direcdy contrary to that ever be* 

r2 
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fore resorted to, as the best means of getting at the 
true situation of the country, and the reverse of what 
had been the conduct of a near relation of the presi- 
dent of the committee (Mr. Grenville) who, as an 
honorable baronet (Sir Grey Cooper) on a late oc-. 
casion had stated, at the close of the last war, came, 
forward with a plan, in which he had expressly de- 
clared, that he did not think himself at liberty to 
take the receipt of the current year, as that was the, 
year immediately after the conclusion of the peace, 
and in consequence a larger one than usual. He 
denied that the reasoning of the right honorable 
gentleman on the present produce of the revenue 
paid into the exchequer, hnd been just or correct; 
the mode of argument resorted to by a right honor- 
able gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
to prove the increasing receipt, had been, by com- 
paring one quarter with another, and inferring, that 
in proportion to the excess of one quaiier over ano-, 
ther, so would be the excess of one year over ano- 
ther. That sort of argument he considered as 
weak and fallacious, and the last quarter's receipt 
proved it. 

Of the excessive amount of our taxes and public 
debts, concerning which he might perhaps think ra- 
ther singularly, he should not hesitate to declare, that 
such an immense burden was thereby imposed upqa 
the country, that it became almost' impossible for 
that house, on anv occasion, to withhold the supplies.^ 
So niuch indeed was mortgaged to the public cre^. 
ditor, that it could scarcely be done without creat- 
ing an alarm of a nature extremely injurious to the 
national credit; and therefore, if it was to do over 
again, he, for one, should oppose the entering into 
any bargain with the crown for the grant of a sti- 
pulated civil-list revenue, since that, added to the 
other circumstance, fettered that house in its votes, 
. and in so much took away from their rights. If^ 
therefore, the right honorable gentleman was cor* 
rectin his plan, he was fighting not only for the re* 



venue, but' for the constitution of his country, which' 
was certainly very laudable. Mr. Sheridan contra- 
dicted the favorite position of the committee, in 
their report, that the recent increase-^of the receipt, 
of the revenue had been owing to the measures lately 
taken to prevent smuggling. He mentioned sugar 
and several others to prove this assertion ^ indeed 
he knew not how those measures could, in any re- 
spect, be said to have tended to the increase of the 
revenue, unless it was in the effect of the commuta- 
tion tax ; and so generally admitted at this time was 
the perniciousness of that measure, that he supposed 
they should hear some alteration of it proposed 
even during the present session, since no man need 
do more than look at the very sensible pamphlet 
written by Mr. Rous, to be convinced of the extra- 
vagance and absurdity of that tax ; which tended 
to send such immense sums out of the country in a 
trade, which, in point of export, had before been 
greatly against' us. Mr. Sheridan took notice also 
of the pamphlet of Mr. Baring, stiling him a man 
high in situation at the India-house, and who boasted 
in his writings that he enjoyed the confidence of mi- 
nisters. Mr. Baring professed to be the advocate 
of the tax, but his arguments appeared to tell the 
other way, and that very forcibly; for what could 
be more self-evident, than that it was in the highest 
degree impolitic to encourage the import and use 
of a foreign luxury, the introduction of which was 
carried to such an extent, in consequence of the 
commutation tax, that, according to Mr. Baring's 
accounts, four millions of money would be wanted 
of the public to enable the company to carry on the 
trade. This, he believed, was an over-statement ; 
as, doubtless, one million four hundred thousand 
bounds would do; but that sum the company must 
borrow of the Bank, and the public be the security, 
which was exactly the same as if they had lent it 
themselves. He objected to the statement of the 
produce of that tax, and said, that the committee had 
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taken credit for mattes which coold not be reck* 
oned any more after they had been once received^ 
as they would hot be paid again. 

Some false calcolations had arisen also in respect 
to the gamiB duties; the post-horse«-tax receipt; 
glove-duty receipt; the duty on medicines; the 
shop tax; and 'the tax on attornies. Indeed, a 
considerable sum might be deducted from the total 
of their several amounts of produce ; and so much 
ought to be taken from the calculated receipt in 
t.heir report, because it had been erroneously as- 
sumed. The inefficacy of the glove tax, might 
prove the futility of every one of the same sort, 
which could never be made productive but by means 
so arbitrary that the house ought not to agree to 
them. At present, the glove duty was so generally 
evaded, that almost every man who purchased a 
pair of gloves, would consider it as a species of 
shoplifting to take the stamp out of the shop with 
him* The system of extending taxation by stamps, 
to such articles as the principle of a stamp duty 
^ould not apply to, was absurd in the extreme; 
Stamping law proceedings and other documents, was 
a good idea ; the $tamp gave a weight, a sanction, 
and authority, where so applied ; but could that be 
^aid of gloves, or of all the trumpery of a perfun 
iner's shop^ to which they were now about to extend 
stamp duties. Would a stamp legalize pomatum, 
pr give validity to lavender water? With regard to 
the proposed tax on hair powder, the right honor*- 
able gentleman had borrowed it from a noble friend 
of his (the Earl of Surrey) who had paid his con«* 
tribution to it by suggesting and proposing the ob« 
noxious tax. What a vast number of years ha4 
they to look forward, even so far as the vear 1791| 
admitting that the committee had been U>unded in 
all their arguments, before the completion of theii^ 
wonderful designs; the. present members of the 
house would be departed^ and their political ex*^ 
i^tt^nce tgrmiqatefi.! They, th$ old grey-bearded 



stewards^ wha had rack-rented the tenants, dts'> 
trained their goods, and levied executions, would 
be then no more, but would have left the new par- 
liament, like a young heir, to come into possession 
of a clear unincumbered estate. The committee 
had indeed taken their average, in respect to the 
article of malt. An honorable baronet (Sir Grey 
Cooper) had observed, that a great number of Ex* 
chequer bills were out, and that disadvsintages 
would arise from that circumstance in case of any 
sudden emergency ; adding, that when a noble lord 
(North) had only £1,800,000 out, he paid off 
£700,000 out of the number. To prove that the 
receipt would increase under the different heads or 
articles, it seemed sufficient to remark, that in erery 
one of the reasonings a proviso was foisted in, and 
that in fact your " If," was your only surplus maker 
With respect to the navy expenditures, the papers 
signed by an honorable Baronet (Sir Charles Mid-^ 
dleton) was a voucher that seemed unwilling to 
speak the truth. He declared, that he thought 
£1,000,000 for the navy establishment, was putting 
it too low, even for a year of peace : he reminded 
the house, that our situation was different now from 
what it had been at the end of the war before the 
last : we could then rest in security with a much less 
naval force than was now necessary for our protec- 
tion. The national glory and honor were at that day 
sufficient guards for the kingddm ; now, alas ! our 
situation was different ; though our efforts had been 
wonderful during the war, still it was to be remem- 
bered, that we had proved unsuccessful; we re- 
quired therefore a stronger navy than was before 
deemed necessary. When the system of fortifica- 
tion lately proposed was reprobated, the house would 
recollect, they were all agreed in the premises, that 
it was right to protect the dockyards, but they 
deemed the conclusion drawn from those premises to 
be false; and when it was proposed by the noble 
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dake at the head of the ordnance, to defend the 
dockyards by a newfangled mode* that mode was 
rejected, and it was determined to defend them iii the 
old-fashioned vulgar way, by a strong navy. He at 
the time, and he believed many other gentlemen 
expected, that though they had refused the money 
asked for fortifications, some of it would be applied 
to strengthening our navy ;-— the navy estimate was 
too low for a peace establishment, the situation and 
circumstances of other states considered. Objec* 
jectionable also was the idea of calling out but a 
third of the militia; and glaring the impolicy of 
disg'usting the country gentlemen upon a subject 
with which they ought always to be kept in humour ; 
as it was upon their taking commissions in the 
militia, that its respectability, its constitutional e8« 
sence, and its true character depended. 

France might assign an excellent reason for dis- 
banding a part of her army ; strengthened by al* 
liance, she might rest secure with a small military 
force; nay, the French ministers would be justified 
in advising their monarch considerably to reduce the 
navy, because they might well say, " Holland is 
connected with your majesty as an ally, and the 
navy of Holland is in effect your navy.*' But far 
diffei'ent was the case with us ; we might almost be 
described to have but one foe, and that the whole 
world ; whilst we were scarcely in alliance with our 
own empire. There were many expences which 
probably would come on the public before the year 
1791, of which the committee had not taken the 
least notice in their report. Although the fortifica« 
tions proposed had been rejected, yet every body 
knew, that some fortifications there must be. They 
consequently would cost something. Another ex« 
pense was the civil list; for it was pretty generally 
understood, that His Majesty stood in need of the 
whole £900,000 for his own expenditure. It was 
idle, therefore, to shut their eyes against the neces«- 
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sity of an increase ; the establishment of the other 
branches of the royal family, particularly the esta- 
blishment of Prince William, who could not be ex- 
pected to live upon a captain's pay, and certain 
events which miglit take place in tne family (if al- 
liance with virtue and' goodness were desirable) 
would prove that necessity. There was also another 
reason which he had mentioned once before, and 
that was, the increase of the income of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, which mast be soon 
attended to. A third was a subject which he was 
sorry to see had so far changed its impression on 
their feelings, that though the bare mention of it 
used to call forth all their sensibility, it was now 
heard with the coldest indilBference ; he meant the 
American loyalists; men to whom the faith of par- 
liament was solemnly pledged, and therefore men 
whose cause that house neither could nor ought to 
abandon. The house had recognised their preten- 
sions to protection, by instituting a committee to 
inquire into their claims, the amount of which was 
considerable, and must be defrayed. These addi- 
tions to the expenditure, added to various others, 
amounted to £4,000,000, to pay which, he saw 
nothing in the report but army savings that could be 
depended on: As to lotteries, which were repre- 
sented as the boasted means of resource, these were, 
in his mind, the most profligate and pernicious, and 
at the same time the most disadvantageous means 
of raising money which could be resorted to. With 
regard to the public accountants paying in their 
balances, he imagined there was not any great sum 
to be gained that way ; — at least the right honorable 
gentleman must be aware, that there was also 
money to be paid back again by the Exchequer, 
so that probably the balance between the two could 
not be very large. 

The idea of the unclaimed dividends at the Bank^ 
the house would recollect, had been treated with 
derision in a former debate, and were not to be 
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counted upon; and M to the crown Unds, tbey 
ought not, in his opinion, to be regulated or disposed 
of without the especial consent of the Prince of 
Wales* With respect to insuring the due collection 
of taxes, that was a fair object, if fairly managed. 
But he had heard of some regulations to be proposed 
relating to a particular branch of commerce, which 
were so arbitrary and despotic, that if they passed, 
the revenue might be said to make war against the 
constitution. And what were the means whereby 
the sum wanted to commence the plan with was to 
be had ? At present it was clear there was no sur- 
plus; and the only means which suggested them^ 
selves to him were, a loan of a million for the es^ 
pecial purpose ; for the right honorable gentleman 
might say with the person in the comedy, *^ If you 
won't lend me the money, how can I pay you ?'* 
To those means perhaps it would be best to resort ; 
but certain he was, that was no reply to the report on 
the table ; and to proceed with a bill founded upon 
such fallacious principles and such enormous reason- 
ing, would be the height of rashness and presump- 
tion ; — ^it would be trusting too much to chance ; and 
would ill become that l^use to countenance such 
conduct if the right honorable gentleman were him- 
self imprudent enough to risque it. If he did, he 
would act like a school-boy, who, for the sake of 
getting at fruit, grasped at the first branch he 
could reach, and not only pulled down the un- 
ripe fruit, but destroyed also the blossom, the bud, 
and the bough, — the hopes of a future crop. 

Mr. Sheridan having thus finished his argu- 
ment upon the report, produced a string of resolu- 
tions wnich, he said, asserted undeniable facts, and 
therefore could not be neg^atived. If, however, any 
gentleman should move the order of the day upon 
them, he would move them again during the course 
of the ensuing day. 

The Right Honorable fV. W. GrenvUU observed that from a con- 
wtkn thtti the prepodtions would prove groundless, he should meet 
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tkem with a Atemmd negaHve. He couUmtfotttnv the hcnoraUe 
gentleman through the whole of every fart of his argument, nor 
could he pretend to enlivtu his speech with turns of wit and plea* 
sentry ; he had not the talents which the honorable gentleman so 
happily possessed, of making even a dull ndnect entertaining. — 
Mr. Sheridan suffered the motion to go without a division. The 
house then resohed itself into a comnUttee, — after some conversation 
the bill was gone through, and the house being resumed, the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. Sheridan now moved, "That the expected 
annual amount of the national income, stated in the 
report of the secret committee, appointed to inquire 
ii)to the public income and expenditure, appears in 
no respect to have been calculated upon the average 
receipts of the number of years, but is estimated 
upon the produce of one year only, and fixed at the 
amount of the same, with the addition of the pro- 
bable increase upon the new taxes/'. 

" That it appears that the account of the annual 
expenditure, as opposed to the amount of the pub- 
lic income so calculated, is not a statement of the 
present existing expenditure, or of that which must 
exist for some years to come, but is formed from 
the probable reductions which it is alleged will 
have taken place towards the end of the year 1791, 
in the prospect of a permanent peace/' 

** That the different branches of revenue, in the 
period upon which the future is calculated, appear 
to have been singularly productive, particularly in 
the customs; and greatly to have exceeded the amount 
of the preceding year, with which alone it is con- 
trasted. 

** That it does not appear that any means were 
taken, nor information called for, nor any exami- 
nation entered into by the said committee, in order 
to ascertain whether such increase of revenue had 
arisen from causes which were likely to have a per- 
manent operation or otherwise. 

** That such an investigation is indispensably ne- 
cessary before this house can, with confidence^ cal- 
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culate, by the produce of one year, the supposed 
future amount ot the public income.'* 

" That the uncertainty of estimating by such a 
criterion, the expected future produce of the reve- 
nue, is still more evident, upon a comparison of 
the quarter, ending the 5th of April last, with the 
same quarter in the preceding year, upon which 
the future income is calculated ; by which compa- 
rison it appears that the amount of the latter quarter 
is inferior in the sum of £188,215 13^. 4d. in the 
branch of the customs, to the former," 

•" That in the said report there are certain articles 
of receipt erroneously stated, as proper to be added 
to the luture annual income, and other articles of 
expense erroneously omitted to be added to the ex- 
penditure.** 

" That the sum voted, and to be voted, for the 
service of the year 1786, including the interest and 
charges of the public debt, considerably exceeds 
the sum of £15,397,471. 

** That the means by which the deficiency is to 
be made good, arise from aids and debts which be- 
long to the present year only.'* 
' " That there is no surplus income whatever appli- 
cable to the reduction of the public debt now ex- 
isting.'* 

" That a surplus of income in the ensuing quar- 
ter can arise only by the renewal of a loan for an 
extraordinary million, borrowed upon exchequer 
bills in the last, and charged upon the supply of the 
present year ; and which loan it would be unneces- 
sary to make but for the purpose of procuring the 
said surplus.** 

^* That any extraordinary increase of exchequer 
bills, contrary to former practice in time of peace, is 
an expedient in anticipation of that assistance which 
the government might receive in the case of any 
drcumstance rendering it necessary to strengthen 
the state of our national preparation.*' 
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<< That the saving to the public upon the interest 
of money borrowed in this way is rendered impro* 
bable or precarious by the necessity which will arise 
for the more speedy issuing such bills, in order that 
the object for which the loan is made may be punc- 
tually and effectually answered, nor even, should 
such saving accrue, will it compensate for the dis-^ 
advantage above stated." 

'^ That admitting that, by the foregoing mean8> 
the expected surplus will arise upon the three quar-^ 
ters next ensuing, and that tnenceforward one 
million annually is to be applied to the reduction of 
the debt, it appears that there will then be an in- 
terval of nearly four years before the commence- 
ment of that permanent peace establishment, which 
is to furnish, in the reduction of its services 
jgOOO,000 of the expected million surplus/* 

'^ That in this period it appears from the vouchers 
annexed to the said report, and other papers 
before this house, that a snip, amounting to 
£4,010,000, besides two millions due to the bank, 
making, together, the sum of jE6,010,000 will 
be deficient and wanting, over and above the stated 
annual income." 

'< That for this sum of £60,000 there appears to 
be no adequate provision or resource." 

The w^Hom wen negaHud. 



Mat 8. 
I^ATIONAI. DEBT. 



. The report of the committee on the bill for eOcHduking a fund to 
he umdienahly applied in the distrilmtum of the national debt, being- 
brought up, the amendments were severally read and agreed to ; and 
when that part of the bitt was read, in which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequa's dame, obliging the cammissionefs, when the stodA 
were at or above narfto come to parUamenifor new powers, wasreadi 
Mr. Pitt moved *' to defer the further consideration of it to the 
ensuing day" Before the Speaker pkt the question^ 

Mr. Shssbiban said, that he had not^ happened 
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to be Dresent oti Friday last^ bat he anderstood the 
right nonorable gentleman had alladed to the sub- 
ject of that bill, upon which he bad presumed to 
take up so much of the time of the house the preced* 
ing day ; and bad deemed his arguments and ealcu-*' 
lations fallacious and ill founded. It would, he 
thought, have been more fair for the right honor-^ 
able gentleman to have answered those arguments, 
and proved the calculations fallacious and ill founded 
on me preceding day, when he was present, than 
thus to have glanced at either, and spoken: of them 
injuriously in bis absence. If it was conceived that 
the right nonorable gentleman, who had on the pre- 
ceding Thursday spoken immediately after ninr, 
had answered his arguments, and that speech was 
relied on as a full and complete answer and refu-^ 
tation of what he had advanced, he was perfectly 
content to leave it to the good sense and teeling of 
tile bouse to decide, whether he had been refuted 
or not. But, as the right honorable gentleman in 
question, for whose ability and character, in every 
point of view, he entertained a very sincere respect, 
BstA professed that he did not mean to go into his 
arguments at large, or to follow him mrough tibe 
whole qf them, as the great point to which he had 
aimed at calling their attention, the point of ascer- 
taining whether there was actually any surplus or 
not — ^but declared he should leave that part of the 
task to other honorable gentlemen of greater abi- 
lities, and more brilliant and splendid talents, from 
whom the house would hear a full and complete 
answer ; and the house had heard no answer at all 
firona those honorable gentlemen of greater abilities 
imd more splendid talents ; he, Mr. Sheridan^ felt 
himself warranted in declaring, that his remarks 
upon the subject were well grounded, and bad n^t 
been iBvalfdsted by any argument whatever. 

Mr, Pitt 9 in reply ^ clamed from Mr. Sheridtm *' the perfcmh 
once of that pledge which he nod explicitly made to the house, of 
tJMa^ mmy n^irt tn hn power ta eAe meamre,. proposed for pro- 
moting the national prosperity." 
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Mr. Sheridaa denied the ris^hit of any one mem- 
ber to take upon himself to pledge another to a par* 
ticalar line of conduct respecting measures subse- 
quently to be brought forward^ without leaving him 
the reserve of exercising his own judgment upon 
the expediency and propriety of those measures as 
appliea to the purpose in view when they should be 
proposed ; and said, that although he, and he be- 
lieved every other gentleman, agreed completely 
with the right honorable gentleman, as to tne de- 
sirableness of diminishing the national debt; yet, 
he must maintain, that it behoved that house to 
watch the steps taken for that end with the more 
vigilance and closeness. 

Thefarthtr comideratian of the rtpirrt was adjaumtd to the. cs* 
^ing- Thursday. 



Mat 22. 
TAX BILLS. 



Mr. Sheridan, adverting to his intended mo- 
tion for the printing of tax bills, said, that although 
the subject was of a novel nature, yet he would be 
as brief as possible. He was convinced that every 
person would readily coincide with him in opinion, 
that there were no bills of more importance than 
the tax bills. They ought, undoubteoly, to be well 
understood before they were passed; and no mode 
Gould be more eligible fbr diffusing the information, 
than the printing of every tax bill previous to iti 
final discussion. The practice of printing bills was 
of modern date, as mignt be seen from the perusal 
of Mr! Hatsel's Precedenta of the House of Coin-* 
mons, which he believed, to be in possession of every 
gentleman conversant ih parliamentary business. 
This custom, however, had not yet extended to 
tax bills; and be could not conceive any reason for 
the exception, unless it were the nugatory inference 
from the mere want of custom, ne entertained a 



266 [may 22, 

very high respect for the usage of parliament ; but 
he thought that a custom, which was not justified 
by any solid arguments, ought to be renounced* 
.As the printing of the tax bills would be attended 
with the happiest effects, he hoped no gentleman 
would oppose a measure of such general utility to 
the country. He should always be an advocate for 
a rigid adherence to the customs of parliament ; but 
any usage or regulations founded on absurdity, he 
would never countenance. He applauded the par- 
liamentary maxim of not admitting petitions against 
a tax bill, during the same session in which the law 
was passed. If such a law were not enforced, there 
would otherwise arise very unnecessary delays. — 
The motion which he now meant to submit to the 
house had no tendency of the kind ; and what it 
was designed to remedy, jivas not justified by any 
order of the house, but only ^by practice. As tax^ 
ation had now increased to a very great degree, it 
was found expedient to invest justices of the peace 
with more extensive powers than they had hiUierto 
possessed. The blunders and confusion which had 
ensued from the multiplication of the laws within 
these two years^ had been attended with much in- 
jury to the revenue^ and >vith much inconvenience 
and molestation to the subjects. It was, therefore, 
by no means strange, if those wise-heads, often called 
justices of the peace, were puzzled in endeavoring 
to expound the nature of the new regulations. Par- 
liament should, in consequence of these defects, 
adopt some mode of affording gentlemen an oppor-i 
tunity to consider the minutiae of the new acts. He 
was astonished how the clei'ks could form an indole 
from such imperfect materials. As the Journals 
had undergone such various and complicated alter- 
ations he imagined that a discovery of a real refer- 
ence in the index might be ranked among the mar- 
vellous. No reference could be made to the original 
act, unless the index were worded in this manner — 
^' An act to repeal an act, to alter au act, to explain 
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and amend an acti" &c. This system had the ap- 
pearance of naval architecture, by first laying the 
keel, then forming the ribs, then the, rigging and 
other appurtenances ; but what was remarkable, the 
4Bhip at last was obliged to put to sea without a 
rudder! He then mentioned some supposed de- 
ficiencies in the horse, stamp, and window acts ;-— 
and said, that the wording of some conveyed the 
idea of the horses, not only inhabiting the houses, 
but the extraordinary circumstance of their looking 
out of the windows. He then condemned the pro- 
posed tax on perfumery ; and, enumerating the ar- 
ticles of lavender, milk of roses, &c. said that the 
commissioners, in distinguishing the various parti- 
culars of taxation, must be gifted by nature with 
the noses of pointers ; and then, alluding to parlia- 
ment, quoted the following passage from Pope's 
Rape ot the Lock: 

** Our bumble province is to tend the fair. 
Not a less pleasing, though less elorious care ; 
To save the powder from too rude a gale, 
Nor let th' imprisoned essences exhale." 

He concluded by moving, that the bill relative to 
a tax on perfumery, be printed. 

The wiaium um appoied hy Mr. Roie and Mr. Pitt. Thehause 
divided ; ayet 24 ; non J19. 



May 26. 

WHALi: FISHERY. 

Upon bringing up the repcrtfram the committee on this bUl, 

Mr. Sheridan observed^ that the right honor- 
able gentleman, who had proposed a reduction of 
the bounties to Uiose concerned in the whale fisheries, 
had not proceeded upon true parliamentary prin- 
ciples. For, to say nothing of the injury about to 
be committed against the trading part of the king- 
dom, he could not conceive the parliamentary 

VOL. I. s 
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grounds fov relinquishmg ameasare one session and. 
resamiDs: the consideration of it the next* 



o 



Mr, Jmkhtson replied, that in certain ea»a the r^ulatidns al- 
luded to by the honorable gentleman were very proper. At tax MRs, 
for instanoe, a meamre wm seldom or ever remamed uMeh had been 
abandoned in the former session: but here the ease was very d^erenip 
and the honorable gentleman had mistaken the real grounds of op* 
position. 



June a. 

MII.ITIA BILI«. 



Thereport of the eommiHee having been brought wpby Mr^Yomng^ 
the amendments were read separately, and a separatequesHan put 
Upon each: when the house came to the clause which limited the 
number of the militia to be called out, trained, and exercised to two- 
thirds of the whok. This "was objected to by Mr^ MarAam, and 
supplied by Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he could not resist 
that opportunity of expressinghis surpriseand regret, 
that the right hon. gentleman had thought proper 
to give way on the present occasion. He stated the 
consideration due to the gentlemen who had so lau- 
dably stood forward as friends of the militia, ttnd 
urged the little regard that the difference of the 
expense deserved; when, in fact, the difference was 
so mere a trifle between calling out two^thirds of 
the militia annually, and calling out the whole. 

77^ house divided: ayes (for the amendment, as it stood, for two- 
thirds of the militia) 49; noes 13. The bill washers ordered to be 
engrossed, with the amendment. 



June 0. 
PETITION OP THE EAST-INiDIA COMPANY. 

M^*. SiTEftrDAN said, that it wm higbfy repre- 
hensible to inti«oAuce at so late a pedod of 4be ses- 
sion great and impiortant matters <n^hiic4i reqinir^d 
deliberate discassion ; and particulttriy ^u^abte 
indeed was ^e negligent way in wlnob tbcy were 
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opened by tike right honorable gentleman, as if 
jUiey were of little consequence^, and fit to be coni^ir 
jdered only as matters of course. Mr. Sheridau 
proceeded to pnove, that the necessity for the pre^ 
sent application must have been known early in the 
session ; and that the Directors had no manaer of 
occasion to have waited under the expectation of 
receiving additional information by tt^ last ships 
from India. He stated the grounds upon which ha 
formed these opinions, and entered into an exami-i 
nation and discussion of several parts of the report 
of the situation of the East-India Company *s affairs 
which had been laid on the table. He asserted, 
that the calculations w^re mpst erroneous ; the de- 
ductions false ; and the result of the whole of such' 
as he had touched upon, consequently fallacious, 
^be commutation tax had failed so greatly in point 
of productiveness, that instead of the many hundred 
thousand pounds which the public were led tp 
believe they should receive for what they paid so 
dearly for, it had only produced oae hundred tliou-^ 
§md, pounds componsation ; and great part of that 
was extreoiely disputable, whether it was to be 
Ascribed to tbe operation of that tax, or to any other 
effidcU which he hud taught the public to entertjain 
ressp^ptiuQg it. 

Mr. Pitt gmwerei, thai Mr, Sheridan had greatly ndscmceived 
the report, 0nd declared, Uiat from hamng combated a report 
tffVfigk in ty Mr. Grmvil/e, wMh 99m mccess, he seemed to tfi of 
opi^iottt thflit amy report might be handled mtft emial dexierihf : 
hit he had shewn the reverse to be the fact, Mr. Pitt ^mpeafeato 
the house, whether the commutation tax had not proveagloriously 
fuecessfid. As the honorable gmftleman had not offered any obfec 
ti9f$ tp th^ motios^ bid hfld gom Mo « detail of mottprs totalfy 
foreign to it, it wast$nMe/i^essary to detain the hou^ with a long qr* 
gun^ient in reply, 

Mr. Stberidan contended, that the right hoiior- 
able gentle^nan not only misconceived, but grossly 
mis-stated his reasoning ; a circumstance which he 
imputed altogother to the right honorable gentle- 
vomiU want of ca|>acity on m^ subjects. The right 

9 2 
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honorable gentleman's boasting of the commuta* 
tion tax, and looking round him, and appealing to a 
few of his^ own friends for support in bis aasertioa, 
was no proof of the success of it, or the feeling of 
the public respecting it. Let him ask the country, 
let him inquire without those walls, (where he was 
sure of his majority) let him appeal to the people at 
large, and ascertain their sense of it, and he would 
then learn that its unpopularity icras equal to its ft^i^* 
lure in point of produce ! 

7%f resolutions were agreed to without a division. 



June 12. 

PETITION OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

The report of thk two resolutions in the commiiiee of tupplwp 
in eonsemmce of the East-India Company's petiHoUf was brought 
up by mr. Rose; and the resolutions, after having been read a 
first and second time, were agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridaj? remaked, that as occasions mighty . 
more than once, arise for the investigation of thj^ 
subject of the two resolutions just read and agreed io 
by the house, he would not take up their time by go- 
ing into it at that moment ; but the more he exa- 
mined the matter, the more fully he was convinced 
of the fallacy and error of the report upon which 
the Directors of the East-India Company had pre- 
sumed to apply to that house for the assistance wnich 
they had desired. Mr. Sheridan stated some of the 
particulars, in which he differed altogether from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. One of them was, 
with regard to the sum sent from Bengal to China, 
in the cburse of the past year, which amounted to 
no more than 8000L although he said, the right ho- 
norable gentleman had conceived that it amounted 
to 275,0001. He said, that he had a motion to make 
for a paper, to the production of which he conceived 
the right honorablfl^ gentleman could have no sort of 
objection, as it would give the house a degree of in- 
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fonnatioil respecting* tbe business which they much 
'Wanted. Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving*, 
^V that there be laid before this house, extracts of ^1 
letters received by the court of directors of the East- 
India Company, since the 1st of January last, relat- 
ing to the probable future amount* of the net sur- 
plus revenues of the company's possessions in India; 
and also of all letters relating to the amount of 
sums which may probably be remitted, on the com- 

? zany's account, from India to China, in the next 
bur years.** 
Agrudto. 

JUNB 21. 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

* Mr. Hastinea an the Id of May, haimng been called to the bar, 
addresKd hmedfin a short speech ; in which he stated, that he con- 
sidered his being allowed to be heard in that stage of the business as 
a very great indulgence, for which he begged leave to make his most 
gratefm acknawleagments to the house: and as his wish was to deli- 
ver what he had to Si^ in answer to the charges that had been pre 
sented against him by an honorable member, with a greater share of 
accuracy and correctness than he could pretend to in a speech from 
memory, he had committed his sentiments to uniting, and hoped to be 
permitted to read them. This request being granted, Mr. Hastings 
proceeded to read his defence^ in which he was assisted by Mr, Mark- 
ham and the clerks of the house. Three days were spent in going 
through the several parts of his defence^ and it was afterwards at the 
request of Mr. Hastings ordered to be laid upon the table of the 
kouae, and printed for the use of the members. The house in acorn* 
mittee next proceeded in the e^aminaHon of witnesses in proof of the 
charges: and on the 1st of June, Mr. Burke brought forward the 
Rohilla charge, and moved the following resolution thereupon. 
** That the committee having considered the said article, and exa- 
mined evidence on the same, are of opinion that there are grounds 
mjficient to charge Warren Hastings with high crimes and misde- 
meanors upon the matter of the said article.'* After much discussian, 
the debate was adjourned at half-past 3 o'clock, and renewed the 
day following. At half-past seven the committee divided^ when 
there apnearedfor the motion 67 : against it 1 19. 

On the IQth of June, Mr. Fox brought forward th^ charge 
respecting the Rt^ah of Beuares* It was carried by a nugority of 

* Abstract of proceedings, continued from thftt under the head 
•f April 26. 



Hasting^^mtamed tit tht mid charge. The Chancmor oj the JE^ 
chequer concurred in this vote, hit upon very narrow grounds* £fe 
thmtght the demands made upon me ftajah ivehl feyond ike hi- 
gmee of the isa\iei Hmd thai Mr. Haoings had puMd t^ eirt^^ 
cise ofihe arfntreiry disire^on intruited to him begfand 4ht f uamU lf 
of the service. The conduct of the mimster on this oceatiom, drew 
upon him much calumny from the friends of Mr. tfastings. They . 
mi not hesitate to acciUe kiM out of doors Mh puhHcly dkdf^" 
witety ofltfaeht^. They dechhtd it was U thefuU confidemx nf 
his proteeiion and support ihal Ikey had urged an Mr. Bwrkt l# 
bring forward his charges: and thai the gentleman accused^ had 
been persuaded to come to their bar with an hasty and prematurb 
defence ; and they did not scruple to attribute this coiiindt tH thb 
minister to motives of the basest jealousy. 

OH the 2lst of June, Mr. HamUton moved, " that the house 
shmdd be called over on the morrrow f^inight.'* This step he ccn» 
sidered as the only means of enforcing a fuU attendance, with a view 
to go on with the charges against Mr. Hastings, so as to cam^ 
pletely finish them in the course of this session. The motton was 
seconded by Mr* 'Dempster. 

Mr. ^ Sheridan stated his reasons why he should 
give it his negative, being persuaded, notwithstand- 
ing the honorable gentleman's tlauntl^s^s detenaoitia* 
tion to bear all the odium and unpopularity of it, Ihisil 
whoever did support it, would find some share of 
the odium incurred by calling gentlemen back to 
town, after they had gone into the tx>untk*y ami 
made their arrangements for the summer, fall tlpbh 
l^em. Mr. Sheridan then begged leave to justify hift 
absent friend, which he would do, he said, by stat- 
ing what his meaning was, in order to shew, that he 
hail not pledged himself to second a motion for ^ 
call, unless it could be made to appear that the call 
would be effectual, Mr. Sheriaan here repeated^ 
that part of the argument of Mr. Fo^ on Friaay, in 
which that gentleman had declared, that it Would be 
a most desirable thing to go through the whole of the 
charges that seiisston, if it were practicable to obtain 
such an attendimce as ong^it to be present in liite 
discussion of matters of sucli infinite importance ; 
and if that could be made to appear to be likely, he 
shotld then have m> objeetioa lo support a c&ill t>f 
the house, or to any other means of enforcinj^ it. £fe 



sipfimled ta th^ bouse, whether this wa$ q. pledge ta. 
support a motion for a call, before it was made to 
appear probable, that a call would be effectuaUy 
obeyed r A word had fallen from the hpnorable 
gtentlemaa which r^uired some notice. Perhaps 
the honorable gentleman had used it accidentally, 
aiod without meaning to convey any improper insi- 
nuation by it. If he had, he would be so good 9(9 
to say as much. But if be really meant it in it^ 
ordinary sense, he believed the house would agree 
with him, that pending an inquiry before parliament 
into the public conduct of Mr. Hastings, it was not 
verv decent language, nor language that would b^ 
endured within those walls, especially after the vpte 
the house had so recently come to upon the subject. 
The honorable gentleman had said, he stood up ii| 
behalf of a persecuted and accwed man. Thi^t Mt» 
Hastings was an accused man, was true, but in 
what was he a persecuted man ? He would not en- 
deavor to argue that he was not persecuted, because 
if the honorable gentleman alluded to the vote on 
the charge relative to Benare;^;, he sat near several 
of Mr. Hasting's persecutors, who could much bet^ 
ter justify their vote, than it would becpme hiip to 
attempt to do for tbem« !N either the cause of sub- 
stantial justice, the reasonable claims of Mr. Has- 
tii^s, nor tlie dignity and character of the bouse, 
iK^ould be better served and satisfied, by going on 
with liie charges without interruption, than by post- 
poning the remainder of them till the next session. 
On the contrary, he contended that tbey would all 
of them be far less satisfied. He observed in the 
£M place, that it was necessary not only to have a 
fuU attendance, font also that gentlemen should at- 
tend with that sort of temper which would qualify 
thfm for seriously discussing and solemnly delibe- 
raiting on tha important facets submitted to their con- 
^nideration. Bid the house imagine either whether 
the call WAS enforced or not, that gentlemen would 
after that day attend in mlmb^ers or with a determi- 



264 [JUNE 21, 

nation to apply their minds closehr to the sutiject ? 
On the contrary, was it likely, if they proceeded 
any farther, that they should divide more than one 
hundred and twenty, or one hundred and fifty on 
any one of the remaining charges ? He asked whe- 
ther any gentleman present would say, that it would 
be right and decent to go on in that manner, with 
not a third part of the house present ? Would it not 
expose them to the advantage taken already more 
than once by an honorable gentleman opposite to 
him (Major Scott) in respect to the admiraole code 
of principles for the government of India, laid down 
in the resolutions moved by the right honorable and 
learned gentleman, so greatly to his own honor, in 
1782 ? What had been the honorable gentleman's 
(Major Scott's) argument in respect to those reso- 
lutions, but a repeated declaration that they had 
been moved and voted in a thin house ? If they 
proceeded therefore with the rest of the charges, and 
more of them should be voted, they would next ses- 
sion, in all probability, hear that they had been 
voted in a thin house. The honorable gentleman 
on Friday last, had taken a new ground of argu- 
ment to urge the house to proceed with the remain- 
der of the charges » He had positively declared his 
belief, that the /ate of India- depended on finishing 
them this year, and that declaration he had rested 
entirely on dark hints and suggestions, as if recent 
advices had been received from India, which justi- 
fied such an opinion. Perhaps, as that honorable 
gentleman was more in the way of knowing the 
secrets of India than he was, he knew of some news 
that had arrived which mstified him in his assertion. 
If so, it would be well for him to state it to the 
house ; but, till he made out a case, and it behoved 
him to make out a strong one, to prove the fact, that 
the fate of India did depend on finishing the char* 
ges that session, all insinuation of that kind must go 
for nothing. For his part, Mr. Sheridan said, he 
had made every possible enquiry in order to learn 
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whether any extraordinary news had recently ar- 
rived from India; and he could hear of nothing ex- 
traordinary, bnt of the receipt of an extraordinary 
large diamond, said to have been sent to Mr. Hast- 
ings, and'presented to His Majesty at an extraordi- 
nary and critical period of time. It was also a little 
extraordinary, that Mr. Hastings should be chosen 
as the person to present this diamond, after the reso- 
lutions of 1782 bad reached India; especially if, as 
had been predicted, they had been translated into 
Persic and all the languages of the East. — With re- 
gard to any expectation on the part of Mr. Hastings, 
or any claim that he could be supposed to have upon 
the house, he could have none but that the house 
would continue, as they had begun, solemnly and 
seriously to investigate bis conduct ; and after having 
in due time gone through the charges, come to some 
ultimate decision upon the whole. Early in the 
commencement of the session, the right honorable 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt had himself declared, aiid he 
doubted not he would recollect it, ^' that it would bfr 
exceedingly misbecoming in the house either to con- 
tinue hearingthe charges when afuU attendance could 
not be obtained, or to leave oflF without first moving 
a bill to hang up the enquiry, as it were, till the next 
session, — then to be resumed and pursued to its conclu- 
sion.'' At the time of the right honorable gentleman^s 
stating that idea, the honorable gentleman opposite 
to him (Major Scott 1 had not offered a word of objec- 
tion; much less had he said, that the fate of India 
depended on their being gone through this session ; 
or that it would be injustice if they were not. In 
point of x^haracter, Mr. Hastings, he mti^t contend, 
had no sort of right to complain that he had been 
injured by the proceedings hitherto; because no 
person could assert that they were the first arraign- 
ments of the character of Mr. Hastings in the house 
of commons. That gentleman's character and con- 
duct as governor-general of India had been before 
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arraigned in that house. It stood arraigned npon 
the journals, in the resolutions moved by the right 
honorable and learned gentleman in 1782 ; wherein 
every misdemeanor contained in the charges vras 
generally imputed to that gentleman, in the most 
tjtrong and pointed terms. W ith regard to the cha- 
racter and dignity of that house, the best way to 
impport both, was to act evenly and consistently. 
They had hitherto proceeded deliberately, and in 
fall booses, to discuss and decide upon the charges ; 
and had made a much farther progress than many 
gentlementi had, at the beginning, imagined it pos- 
sible for them to do. No delay but what was unar 
voidable could be imputed to the house ; nor could 
any be imputed to his right honorable friend near 
him (Mr. Burke) ; since the house could not but 
hav« observed, tlmt when the witnesses were under 
eicamination, his right honorable friend curtailed 
it as much as possible, and omitted many questions 
that he intended to have asked, merely to avoid 
-every appearance of a wish to procrastinate. Every 
possible dispatch had been used; — ^they bad pro- 
ceeded a considerable way ; — and it had been ori- 
ginfdly understood, that when they found it difficult 
to procure full attendances, the business was to be 
bttng up till the next session. In the course of his 
speMh, he put it to Major Scott, whether if all 
the res^ of his charges were voted, and Mr. Hast- 
ings impeached, he was not of opinion that India 
would be lost? (The Major shook his head.) If 
Jie did not think so, he hoped he should hear no 
more of the bad consequences which would follow 
in India, if in the diiscussion of any other charges 
the house was ui^ed to vote them. 

On a division, the numbers were ayes for the cali 30; noes 99. 
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JUNB 26. 
£AST INDIA BILL. 

The rep&ri ^ the commUiee m the Eutt IndtM BUI hankg Um 
hrcught up, theOimmimenU wire read a fir A time: and en the jimh 
tion that these amendments be agreed to^ 

Mr. Shbridan observed^ that after the confix 
deilt manner in which the right honorable and 
learned gentleman opposite him had declared he 
wonld satisfy the house^ that the objections taken 
to the bill were ill-foanded^ and the doubts enter* 
tained of the truth and correctness of the report of 
the East India Directors^ of the state of their ai&irs^ 
groundless ; he did not expect that the learned and 
right honorable gentleman would have waited for 
his rising) instead of rising himself, and giving the 
house the necessary information \ without obliging 
him to restate those objections, and re-*assert tbose 
doubts he had expressed on a former day. Having 
made this exordium, Mr. Sheridan proceeded to 
argUe upon tiie report^ and upon the papers, for 
which he had movc^, and which had been printed. 
The more be examined the subject the more reason 
he had to complain of its having been delayed to so 
late a period of the sesskm ; — ^a delay which he had 
no mantier of doubt was contrived on purpose to 
prevent discttssion, and elude the detection oyf those 
fallacies on which the bill was grotti»ded. In order 
to shew that the delay had been altogether mineces* 
sary, he read extracts from the acconnlB in his 
hands, particularly from the Bengal letter to the 
directors ; whemce it a{^ared tlwt no ^ditional 
information on the leading and essential points 
had been received from l^gal since the first ti 
January; and consequently that most of the states 
ments in the directors' report, though roundly given, 
vnere mere Msumptkins and speculations, Ibunded 
en no authentic accoonts whatsoever. He next en- 
tered into an investigation of the two great questions 
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in dispute between him and Mr. Dundas, viz. the 
quantity or amount of the remittance to China, fur- 
nished from Bengal, and the amount of the surplus 
revenues of Bengal. He referred to an infinite 
variety of statements in different accounts before 
the house as evidence, that although it had in former 
debate been contended that India furnished a remit- 
tance to China to the amount of two hundred and 
seventy-five thx>usand pounds, that not more than 
six or seven thousand pounds appeared to have been 
furiiished. Having discussed this head of his argu- 
ment much at large, he took up the other; and 
endeavored to prove that fourteen hundred thousand 
pounds was the full amount of the surplus of the 
revenue which could be expected from Bengal to 
go towards the investment, and towards the relief 
of* the other presidencies. He quoted a pamphlet, 
which he stated to be of authority, as it came from 
the pen of a person rather a favorite authority with 
the right honorable and learned gentleman opposite 
him ; and upon whose argument he was himself 
inclined to rely in the particulars to which it re- 
ferred, although he did not agree with him in many 
others, not then under consideration. The pamphlet 
in question was written by Mr. Hastings, and sup* 
pressed by him upon better recollection. The ex- 
tract stated, that tne drains of Bengal ought always 
to be allowed for, and that the utmost surplus re- 
venue that <;ould be expected from Bengal was a 
crore of rupees, or one million of money. Mr. She- 
ridan dwelt for a considerable time on this point ; 
and opposed the authority of Mr. Hastings respect^ 
ing it to the arguments used by Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Dundas upon the subject in former debates. He 
also said, that he expected to hear no more from the 
former of these gentlemen respecting the two hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand pounds sent from 
India to China, unless he meant positively to con- 
tradict the papers which had been printed, and 
which had been presented from the India House, ia 
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conformity to his motion. In the course of his 
speech, Mr. Sheridan argued upon the immense 
quantity of bills drawn from India upon the com- 
pany at home; declaring, that in ten years time 
bills to the amount of twelve millions would be due. 
He asked whether the Lords of the Treasury, in 
permitting bills to so large an amount, and which 
were to be outstanding till so distant a period, 
did not pledge that house to renew the company's 
charter, when it should next expire ? He reasoned 
upon the probable effect of such a load of debt; 
and contended that it must prove ruinous to the 
company. After a great deal of calculation, rea- 
soning, and remarks, on the two principal heads 
above stated, Mr. Sheridan took notice of the de- 
claration made by Mr. Dundas in a late debate, 
that the public were not pledged as a security for 
the money borrowed by the East-India Company; 
and said, that if the, fact were so, it could not be 
too well understood. He should therefore move 
the insertion of a clause, expressly declaring, that 
neither the present bill, nor any preceding bill, rela- 
tive to the company, which had passed the bouse, 
pledged the public in any way whatsoever. Before 
lie concluded, he said, he felt himself authorised by 
the papers which he held in his hand, to declare, 
that the report of the directors of the state of the 
company's ajSairs, was equally fallacious with the. 
state of their afiairs presented to that house in 1784, 
the errors of which the directors themselves had 
now confessed. Thus, in fact, so far from the com- 
pany's affairs in India wearing a promisng aspect, 
they wore a most alarming one. They appeared to 
be rapidly verging to a state of bankruptcy ; and 
were already so deeply involved, that the relief now 
proposed was merely tampering with their disorder, 
and by no means an adequate and effectual cure. 
Mr. Sheridan now moved lus clause. 

Mr. Dundas replkdat gnat length io ttese arguments. 
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*Mr. Sharidan concluded by stating, that from the 
vigour and length of the defence, he drew the in^ 
ference that the right honorable and learned gentle^r 
man was convinced of the weakness of the side of 
the arguneient which he was under the necessity of 
maintaining ; and the more particularly was induced 
to draw this inference, from the frequent aids which 
he saw administered, while the right honorable and 
learned gentleman was upon his legs. He had re-* 
ceived a hint from one friend in a whisper, and a 
viva voce instruction from a second, and he had 
been furnished with a written calculation and argu^ 
ment from a third ; so that it was erident the prinr 
cipal of bis friends were conscious he had a difficult 
task to sustain. Mr. Sheridan concluded with ob- 
serving that as not one word had fallen from the 
right honcHrable and learned gentleman against the 
clause he had moved, he trusted it would meet with 
the concurrence of a majority. 

The question um jput an Mr* Sheridan*8 clame^ and negatived 
without Hxiaion. 



January 24, 1787. 
PBQC^PiSPIT^^S AGATN$T X^. HASTINGS. 

On the 23^ of Jofwary His Jfjfqfesty having opened the fourth 
teuton of the prtoent jMrlimnent, no time urns Ust in hringiyg 
fmward with M poume expedition the proceedings awoinst A^^ 
IMiiig^, Afr. ^wrke omfhot day g^Lpe n^ice he shfi^Ul renwi the 
froc^edingfi on the lit doy of Fekruary following ; and on the 24^A 
^ January , Mr. Sheridan madfi a tmotion on the suiffect* 

Mr. ScissjoAN having pr^fa^/6id bis abserv^timsi 
by intimatmg to the bo^se that be had heard, that;^ 
m the preceding Tuesday, when the necessity of at- 
t^^dis\g to sofne busine^ in the coqntry b^d (xblig^d 
bjipA to delay bis s^pea^ance in the exeoqitigin of 
his parlia«naiiLtary duty ; notice had been give^ by 
a right honorable friend, that the charp^e relative to 
the JPrincesses of Oude would be brougnt forward on 
the ensuing Thursday; remarked, that he rose to 
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say, that having himself conceived, Monday se*n- 
nigbt was the intended day, and having informed 
several members who were yet in the country, that 
the business would ncft be brought on before Mon- 
day se'nnight, he desired not to change the day, but 
to let the house understand, that on Tuesday next he 
wished to call Mr. Middleton to tlie bar, to explain 
a few points in his evidence, respecting which, as 
they stood at present, great douots might arise ;-^ 
and which doubts nothing but a few questions put to 
Mr. Middleton could clear up. His right honorable 
friend did not mean himself to interrogate Mr. Mid- 
dleton, but the whole would rest on the few questions 
which he (Mr. Sheridan) thought it absolutely ne- 
cessary to put to Mr. Middleton, which would not 
detain tliat gentleman at the bar above half an hour; 
and he should, on Monday se'nmght, be prepared 
to bring forward the business of the charge ; but 
that no time would actually be lost hy this mode of 
proceeding, as his right honorable fnend would be 
ready to come forward with another charge on 
Thursday in the same week. Mr. Sheridan added, 
that if there was any serious objection to calling 
Mr. Middleton again to the bar, ne would wave his 
motion for his attendance on Thursday ; but as tiie 
questions which he wished to put to that gentleman 
were really important, and would take up but very 
little time, he hoped there would not be any ob- 
stacle. Under this idea, he should therefore beg 
leave to move, *' That Nathaniel Middleton, Esquire 
do attend the committee of the whole house on 
India affairs on Thursday next.'" 

The queHion was put, and agreed to^ 

The Id audl^ of Febnuarywertwnt m esfommngMr. MidMe- 
tm and Sir E^m hupty. Mr. Pitt hamng expreued km appre^ 
hemUme that it unndd be imposMble far the emttnce to he prhtttd 
90on emmgh for the evpiei to he dietrOmted ou Mmdrnf^ far ike 
tto hoHihiBm, eo aeiosnaUeihemto heoome maeUre cf 4i$ 



temdetum, andmfyit to the eharge^ if the charge aoas that dm 
dehatttH Mr. Skeridan agreed to postpone trioffmg forward die 
aharge againatthe Begums till Waamsday. 
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February 7. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

The hou9e having reaohed Uaelf into a committee of the whole 
houmt Mr, St. John in the chair, on the fourth charge against Mr. 
IloitingSt viz. the resumption of the Jaghires, and the confiscation 
of the treasmres of the princesses of Oude. 

The suJ^ect of this charge was particularly fitted for dispbwin'g 
aUthe pathetic powers of uoqumce; and never were they displayed 
with greater SKill, force, and elegance. For five hours ana a half 
Mr: Sheridan commanded the universal attention and admiration of 
the house (which from the expectation of the day was uncommonly 
crowded), by an oration of almost unexampled excellence: uniting 
the most convincing closeness and accuracy of argument, with the 
most luminous precision mid perspicuity of language; and alter* 
nately giving force and energy totruth,by solid and substantial rea^ 
soning: and enlightening the most extensive and involved subjects 
with the purest clearness of logic, and the brightest splendour of 
rhetoric. Every prgudice, every preposession were graaually over-- 
come by the force of this extraordinary combination of keen, but 
liberal, discrimination ; o/* brilliant, yet argumentative wit. So fasci- 
nated were the auditors by his eloquence, that when Mr. Sheridan sat 
down,the wholehouse, the members, peers, andstrangers,involuntarily 
Joinedin a tumult oftmplause, and adopted a mode of expressing their 
approbation, new ana irregular in the house, by loudly andrepattedly 
elappiskg with their haneu. Mr. Burke declared it to be the most 
astonishing ^ort of eloquence, argument, and wit, united, of which 
there was any record or tradition. Mr. Fox said, ** all that he had 
ever heard-^all that he had ever read when compared with it,' 
dwindled into nothing, and vanidud like vapour before the sun.** 
Mr. Pitt acknowledged, that it surpassed all the eloquence of an- 
cient or modem times, andpossesseaewery thing that genius or art 
could furnish, to agitate ana control the human mind. The effects it 
produced were proportioned to its merits. After a considerable sus- 
pension of the debate, one of the friends of Mr. Hastings (Mr. 
Burgess) with some difficulty obtained, for a short time, a hearing ; 
intending the house too strongly (ffected by what they had heard 
to bsten to him with favor, sat &wn again. Severed members con^ 
fessed they had came down strongly prepossessed in favor of the per- 
son accused, and imagined nothmg less than a mtracle could nave 
wrought so entire a revolution in their senti$nents. Others declared, 
that thou/^ they could not resist the conviction that JlaAed upon 
their mims, yet they wished to have leave to cool before they were 
called upon to vote ; and though they were persuaded it would re- 
quire another ndracle to produce another change in their opinions, 
yet, for the sake of decorum, that thought it proper that the debate 
should be adfoumed. Mr. Fox asut Mr. A. Taylor strongly 
opposed this proposition ; contending, that it was not less absurd 
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ikon unparliamentary to defer taming to a. vote for no- other reason 
that had been alkged than because the members were too firmly con* 
fdnced: but Mr. Pitt concurring wUh the opinions of theformer^ the 
debate was a^oumed a little after one o*clock, 

SPBECH. 

Mr. Shertdan comraenced by observing^ that, 
bad it been po»Nible to have received, without a 
violation of the established rules of parliament, the 
paper* which the honorable member, Mr. Demp- 
ster, had jnst now read, he should willingly have 
receded from any forms of the house, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining new lights and farther illustrations 
on the important subject then before them; not, 
indeed, that, on the present occasion, he found him- 
self so ill prepared, as merely, fqr this reason, to be 
Srevented from proceeding to the discharge of his 
uty ; neither, to speak freely, was he inclined to 
consider any explanatory additions to the evidence 
of Sir Elijah Impey so much framed to elucidate, 
as to perplex and contradict. Needless to his pre- 
sent purpose was it for him to require Sir Elijah, 
kgally^ to recognize what had been read, in his 
name, by the honorable gentleman. In fact, nei- 
ther the informality of any subsisting evidence, nor 
the addncement of any new explanations from Sir 
£lijah Impey, could make the slightest impression 
upon the vast and strong body of proof which he 
should now bring forward against Warren Hastings* 
Yet, if any motive could have so far operated upon 
him, as to make him industriously seek for renewed 
opportunities of ouestionin^ Sir Elijah, it would re- 
sult from his fresn and indignant recollection of the 
low and artful stratagem of deliveriug to the mem- 
bers, and others, in this last period of parliamentary 
inquiry, printed hand-bills of defence, the contents 
of which bespoke a presumptuous and empty boast 
of completely refuting all which, at any time, hadf 
or even 4X>uld be advanced against Mr. Hastings, 

* A paper from Sir Elyah Impey» amending his evidence. 
VOU I. X 
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oh the subject ot the ^6nrth article in the general 
oharge of a right honorable member (Mr. Burke)^ 
But even this was far beneath his notice. The rec-^ 
titude and strength of his cause were not to be pre- 
judiced by such pitiful expedients ^ ^nd he should not 
yfkste k triomeht in couttteractibg measures, which, 
though insidioits, \v6^e proportionately frivolous and 
tiha vailing. Nor would he take up the time of the 
corbrlnittee with any gttieral atguiiients to prove, 
that the subject bf the charge, which had falleh to his 
lot tb bring forward. Was of great moment and mag'-« 
hititd^. Th^ attention Which parliattient had paid 
to the affairs df Iiidia, for Inany sessions past, th^ 
vblumihbtis productioill^ df their Cbtoihittees on that 
stibjidct, the various proceedings in that house re- 
spectitig it, their own strong and pointed resolutions^ 
m(5 repealled recommendation of His Majesty > and 
fhfeir reiterated assurances of paying due regard to 
tho^e recbmmendations, as Well as various acts of 
thie legislature. Were all of then^ undeniable proofs 
of the tnomeht and n^agnitude of the cotasitleration ; 
and incohtrovertibly establish^ this plain, broad 
fact, that parliament directly acknowledged that 
the British iiktne and character had been dishonored, 
arid rendered detested throughout India, by the 
malversation and crim^ls of the principal servant of 
the £ast India Oompany. That fact having been 
established beyond all qUestiori, by themselves, and 
by their own acts, there needed no argument^ on his 
pArt, to induce the committee to See the importarice 
of the subject' about to b6 discussed that day, in 
a mbte striking point of vieW than theythiemselves 
had held it up fo public observation. There Were, 
he knew, |)ersbnB without dootb who affected to ridi- 
cule th^ idea of prosecuting Mr. Hastings ; arid who 
not incbhsistieritly redoubled theit* exertions, in pro- 
portion as the prosecution became more serious, to 
locriease tlieir sarcasms upon the subject, by assert- 
ing that parliament might be more usefully em- 
ployed; thatJ&en^ were miatters of more immediate 
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moment to engagfe their attention ; that a com* 
mercial treaty with France had jast been concluded; 
that it was an object of a vast and comprehen- 
sive nature, and in itself sufficient to engross their 
attention. To all this he would oppose these ques- 
tions. Was parliament mis-spending its time, by 
enquiring into the oppressions practised on millions 
of unfortunate persons in India, and endeavoring to 
bring the daring delinquent, who hiad had been 
guilty of the most flagrant acts of enormous tyranny 
and rapacious peculation, to exemplary and condign 
punishment ? Was it a misuse of tneir functions 
to be diligent in attempting, by the most effectual 
means, to wipe off the disgrace affixed to the British 
name in India, and to rescue the national character 
from lasting infamy ? Surely no man who felt for 
either the one or the other would think a business of 
greater moment, or magnitude, could occupy his 
attention ; or that tiie house could, with too much 
steadiness, too ardent a zeal, or too industrious a 
perseverance, pursue its object. Their conduct in 
this respect, auring the course of the preceding 
year, had done them immortal honour, and proved 
to all the world, that however d^enerate an ex- 
ample of Englishmen some of the British subjects 
had exhibited in India, the people of England col- 
lectively, speaking and actinor by their represent-^ 
atives, felt, as men should feel on such an occasion, 
that they were anxious to do justice, by redressing 
injuries, and punishing offenders, however high their 
tank, however elevated their station. 

Their indefatigable exertions in committees ap- 
pointed to enquire concerning the affairs of Ipdia ; 
their numerous, elaborate, and clear reports; their 
long and interesting debates; their solemn addresses 
to the throne ; their rigorous legislative acts; their 
mai*ked detestation of that novel and base i^ophism 
in the principles of judicial enquiry (conjstantly the 
language ot' the Grovernor-Generai*s servile de- 
pendents f), that Crimea might be compounded; 

T 2 
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that the guilt of Mr. Hastings was to be balanced 
by his V successes; that fortunate events were a full 
and complete set-off against a system of oppression, 
corruption, breach of faith, peculation, and trea* 
chery ; and, finally, their solemn and awful judg- 
ment that, in the case of Benares, Mr. Hastings's 
conduct was a proper object of parliamentary im- 
peachment ; bad covered them with applause, and 
Drought them forward in the face of all the world, 
as the objects of perpetual admiration. Not less 
unquestionably just, than highly virtuous, was the 
assertion of the commons of Great Britain, that there 
were acts which, no political necessity could war- 
rant ; and that amidst flagrancies of such an inexpi*. 
able description, was the treatment of Cheit Sing. 
To use the well-founded and emphatic lan^age of 
aright honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), the com- 
mittee had discovered in the administration of Mn 
Hastings, proceedings of strong injustice^of grind- 
ing oppression, and unprovoked severity. In this 
decision the committee had, also, vindicated the 
character of his right honorable friend (Mr. Burke), 
from the slanderous tongue of ignorance and per- 
version. They had, by their vote on that question, 
declared, that the man who brought the charges 
was no false accuser; that he was not moved by 
envy, by malice, nor by any unworthy motives to 
blacken a spotless name ; but that he was the inde- 
fatigable, persevering, and, at length, successful 
champion of oppressed multitudes, against their 
tyrannical oppressor. With sound justice, with 
manly firmness, with unshaken integrity, had his 
right honorable friend, upon all occasions, resisted 
the timid policy of mere remedial acts — even the 
high opinion of Mr. Hastings's successor; even the 
admitted worth of Lord Comwallis's character, had 
been deemed by his right honorable friend, an in- 
adequate atonement to India for the injuries so 
heavily inflicted on that devoted country. Animated 
with the same zeal, the committee had, by that 
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memorable vote, given a solemn pledge of their far* 
ther intentions. They had' audibly said to India--^ 
you shall no longc^r be seduced into temporary 
acquiescence, by sending out a titled Governor, or 
a set of vapouring resolutions. — It is not with stars, 
and ribands, and all thp badges of regal favor, that 
we atone to you for past delinquencies. No — you 
shall have the solid consolation of seeing an end to 
your grievances, by an example of puiiishment for 
those that have already taken place. The house 
has set up a beacon, which, whilst it served to guide 
their own way, would also make their motions more 
conspicuous to the world which surrounded and be- 
held them. He had no doubt but in their manly 
determination, to go through the whole oFthe busi* 

' ness with the same steadiness which gave such ster- 
ling brilliancy of character to their outset, they might 
challenge the world to observe and judge of them 
by the result. Impossible was it for such men to 
become improperly influenced by a paper, bearing 
the signature of Warren Hastings, and put, not 
many minutes before into their hand, as well as his 
own, on their entrance into the house. The insi- 
dious paper he felt himself at liberty to consider as 
a second defence, and a second answer to the charge 
he was about to bring forward ; a charge replete 
with proof of criminality of the blackest dye, — of 
tyranny the most vile and premeditated, — of cor- 
ruption the most open and shameless, — of oppression 
the most severe and grinding,— of cruelty the most 

' hard and unparalleled. But he was far from mean- 
ing to rest the charge on assertion, or on any warm 
expressions which the impulse of wounded feelings 
might produce. He would establish every part of 
the charge, by the most unanswerable proof, and 
the most unquestionable evidence ; and the witness 
whom he w.ould bring forth to support every fact 
which he would state, should be, for the most part/ 
one whom no man would venture to contradict — 
Warren Hastings himself. Yet> this character had 
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friends, nor were they blameable. They might 
believe him guiltless, because he asserted his inte- 
grity. £veh the partial warmth of friendship, and 
tne emotions of a good, admiring, and unsuspecting; 
heart, might not only carry them to such lengths, 
but incite them to rise with an intrepid confidence 
in hi^ vindication. Again (Mr. Sheridan added), 
would he repeat that the vote of the last session, 
wherein thfe conduct of this pillar of India, this cor- 
ner-stone of our strength in the East, this talisman 
of the British territories in Asia, was censured, did 
the greatest honor to this house, as it must be the 
fore-runner of speedy justice on that character, which 
was said to be above censure, and whose conduct we 
Were given to understand was not within the reach 
even of suspicion; but whose deeds, were indeed 
such as no difjiculties, no necessity could justify; 
for where is the situation, howeVfer elevated, and in 
that elevation however embarrassed, that can authQ- 
rize the wilful conio^ission of oppression and rapa^ 
dty. If, at any period a point arose, on whicK 
enquiry had been full, deliberate, and dispassionate, 
ft was the preisent. There were questions on which 
party conviction was supposed to be a matter of 
easy acquisition ; and if this enquiry was to be 
cdnsidered merely as a matter of party, he should 
i^gard ii as very trifling indeed ; but ne profeJssed 
to GOjd, that he felt in his own bosom the strongest 
personal c6nviction ; and he was sensible that many 
c^er getitlemen did the same. It was on that co'n- 
viction that he believed the conduct of Mr. Hastings, 
in regard to the Nabob of Oude and the Begums, 
combreheiided every species of human offence.* — 
He iiad proved himself s'uilty of rapacity at on-ce 
violent and insatiable— of treachery, cool and pre- 
meditated-^ef-oppressKHi, useless and Unprovoked 
— of breach of i^fth, unwarrantable and base — of 
cruelty, unmanly and unmerciful. — These were the 
crimes of whicli, in his soul aiid conscience, he ar- 
raigned Warren Bastiogs; and of which heliad the 
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confictence to s^y he should convict him. As (hert 
were gentlemen r^ady to stand np his advocates^ he 
challenged them to watch him< — to watch if he ad- 
vanced one inch of assertion for which he had not 
solid ground ; for he trusted nothing to declamation^ 
-—He desired credit for no fgct which he did npt 

Krove, and which he did not indeed depaonstrat^ 
eyond the possibility of refutation. He should npt 
desert the clear and invincible ground of truth, 
throughout any one particle of his allegations a^ain^ 
Mr. Hastings, who\iniformly aimed to govern Ipdia 
by his own arbitrary power, covering with misery 
Upon misery a wretched people, whom providence 
had subjected to the dominion of this country; 
whilst in the defenqe of Mr. Hastings, not one sin^l^ 
circumstance grounded upon truth was stated.^-r-Re 
would repeat the words, and gentlemen might take 
them down ; — the attempt at vindipation was false 
throughout. Mr. Sheridan now pursuing the efa^^ 
mination of Mr. Hastings's defence, observed tha^ 
there could not exist a single plea for maintaining 
that that defence against the particular charge npw 
before the committee was hasty. Mr. Hiastings hf^ 
had sufficient time to make it up ; and the coin? 
tnittee saw that he had thought fit to go back a? 
far as the year 1775, for pretended ground of justi- 
fication, from the charge of violence and rapacity^ 
Mr. Sheridan here read a variety of extracts from 
the defence, which stated the various steps taken by 
Mr. Bristow, in the years 1775 and 1776, to pro- 
cure from the Begums aid to the Nabob. Not one 
of these facts^ as stated by Mr« Hastings, was tru^^ 
Groundless, nugatory, and insulting were the s^flBirm- 
ations of Mr. Hastings, that the seizure of treasures 
from the Begums, and the exposition of their pil- 
fered goods to public auction (unparalleled acts of 
open injustice, oppression, and innum^nity !) were 
in any degree to be defended by those epcroach* 
ilients on their property, which had tak^ep place 
previous to his adpiinistratipo, or )>y tljipse ^ajies wtiipli 
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fKey themselves had solicited as a favorable mode 
of supplying a part of their aid to the Nabob. The 
relation of a series of plain, indisputable facts would 
irrecoverably overthrow a subterfuge so pitiful, — a 
distinction so ridiculous ! It must be remembered, 
that, at that period, the Begums did not merely 
desire f but they most expressly stipulated^ that of the 
thirty lacks promised, eleven should be paid in sun* 
dry articles of manufacture. Was it not obvious,, 
therefore, that the sales of goods, in the first case^ 
far from partaking of the nature of an act of plun- 
der, became an extension of relief, of indulgence, 
and of accommodation ? But, however, he would 
not be content, like Mr. Hastings, ' with barely 
making assertions, or, when made against his state- 
ment, with barely denying them ; on the contrary, 
whenever he objected to a single statement, he would 
bring his refutation, and almost in every instance 
Mr- Hastings himself should be his witness.. By 
the passages which he should beg leave to read, 
Mr. Hastings wished to insinuate, that a claim was 
set up, in the year 1775, to the treasure of the Be-. 
gums, as belonging of right to the Nabob. Mr. 
Sheridan, from a variety of documents, chiefly from 
the minutes of the supreme council, of which Mr. 
Hastings had been the president, explained the true 
state of that question. Treasure, which was the 
source of all the cruelties, was the original pretence 
which Mr. Hastings had made to the Company for 
Ihe proceeding ; and through the whole of his con- 
duct he had alleged the principles of Mahomeda- 
fiism in mitigation of the severities he had sanc- 
tioned ; as if he meant* to insinuate that th^ere was 
something in Mahomedanis^m which rendered it im- 
pious in a son not to plunder his mother. But to 
shew how the case precisely stood when Mr. Hast- 
ings began the attacks, Mr. Sheridan read the mi- 
nutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and 
Mr. Francis, who severally spoke of a claim which 
had been made by the Nabob on the Bhow Begum^ 
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in the year 1775, amounting^ to two one-half lacks. 
The opinion contained in those minutes was, that 
women were, on the death of their husbands, en- 
titled by the Mahomedan law only to the property 
nirithin the Zenana where they lived. This opinion 
was decisive — Mr. Bristow used no threats — no mi- 
litary execution or rigor were even menaced ; the 
Begums complied with the requisition then made^ 
and the disputed property then claimed was given 
up. After this, the farther treasure, namely, that 
which was within the Zenana, was confessedly her 
own — No fresh right was set up — no pretence was 
made of any kind to the residue — nay, a treaty was 
signed by the Nabob, and ratified by the resident, 
Mr. Bristow, that, on her paying thirty lacks, she 
should be freed from all farther application ; and the 
Company were bound,.by Mr. Bristow, to guarantee 
this treaty. Here then was the issue. After this 
treaty thus ratified, could there be ^n argument as 
to the right of the treasure of the Begums? And 
if the Mahomedan law had ever given a right, was 
not that right then concluded ? To prove, however^ 
the reliance which the Princesses of Oude had enter- 
tained, even in the year 1775, of receiving protection 
and support from the British government; an ex- 
pectation so fatally disappointed in latter times^ 
Mr. Sheridan read an extract of a letter from the 
Begum^ the mother of the Nabob, to Mr. Hastings^ 
received at Calcutta December 22, 1775, wherein 
s'he says, " If it is your pleasure that the mother of 
the late Nabob, myself, and his other women, and 
infant children, should be reduced to a state of dis- 
honor and distress, we must submit ; but if, on the. 
contrary, you call to mind the friendship of the late 
blessed Nabob, you will exert yourself effectually in 
favor of us, who are helpless.*' And, again, ** if 
you do not approve of my remaining at Pyzabad, 
send a person here in your name, to remove the 
mother of the late Nabob, myself, and about 2000 
other women and children, that we may reside with 
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honor and reputation in some other place/' Mr. 
Sheridan, in aTej^ular pros^ression of evidence, prOf 
ceeded to state the successive periods, and finally to 
bring* down the immediate' subject in qu^estion to the 
day in which Mr. Hastings embraced the project of 
plundering^ the Be^ms ; and, to justify which, he 
had exhibited in his defence four charges against 
them, as the grounds and motives of his own conducj;^ 
1« That they had given disturbance at all times to 
the government of the Nabob, and that they had 
long manifested a spirit hqstile to bis and to the 
English government. 

2. That they excited the Zemindars to revoltf ^t 
the time of the insurrection at Benares, and of the 
resumption of the Jaghires. 

3. That they resisted by armed force the resump- 
tion of their own Jaghires; and, 

4. That they excited, and were accessiuy to, the 
insurrection at Benares. 

To each of these charges, Mr. Sheridan gave 
distinct and separate answers. First, on the subject 
of the imputed disturbances which they wer^ f;alsely 
isaid to have occasioned, he could proauce a variety 
of extracts, many of them written by Mr. Hastings 
himself, to prove that on the contrary they had par- 
ticularly distinguished themselves by their friend- 
ship for the English, and the various good officos 
which they had rendered the government. 

Mr. Hastings (Mr, Sheridan observ.ed,^ left Cal- 
.cutta in 1781, and proceeded to Lucknow, as be 
said himself, with two great objects in bis mind ; 
namely, Benares and Oude. What was the nature 
of these boasted resources? — ^thathe should plunder 
one, or both, — the equitable alternative of a high- 
wayman, who in going forth in the evening, hesi- 
tates which of his resources to prefer — Bagshot, or 
HounsLow. In such a state of generous irresolution, 
^id Mr. Hastings proceed to Benares and Oude. 
At Benares he failed, in his pecuniary object. Then, 
and not till then — not on account of any ancient 
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enmities shown by the Begfums— not in resentment 
of any old disturbances, but because he had failed 
ib One place, and bad but two in his prospect, 
did he conceive the base expedient of plunder- 
ing* these ^ged women. He had no pretence — he 
had no excuse — he had nothing but the arrogant 
and obstinate determination to govern India by his 
6wn corrupt will to plead for his conduct. Inflamed 
by disappointment in his first project, he hastened 
to the fortress of Chunar, to meditate the more atro« 
cious design of instigating a son against his mother, 
of sacrificing female dignity and distress to parri- 
cide and plunder. At Chunar was that infamous 
treaty concerted with the Nabob Vizier, to despoil 
the Frincesses of Oude of their hereditary posses<- 
sions ; — there it was that Mr. Hastings had stipu- 
lated with one, whom he called an independent 
printe, *Uhat as great distress has arisen to the 
naboVs government from the military power and 
dominion assumed by the Jaghierdars, he he per-* 
mined to resume sucn as he may find necessary; 
■ivith a reserve, that all such, for the amount of 
whose Jaghiers the company are guarantees, shall, 
in case of the resumption of their lands, be paid 
the amount of their net collections, through the 
resident, in ready money ; — and that no English 
resident be appointed to Furruckabad.*' 

No sooner was this foundation of iniquity thus 
instantly established, in violation of the pledged 
faith and solemn guarantee of the British govern- 
. meht; no sooner nad Mr. Hastings determined to 
invade the substance of justice, than he resolved to 
avail himself of her judicial forms ; and accord* 
ingly dispatched a messenger from tlie chief justice 
of India, to assist him in perpetrating the viola- 
tions he had projected. Sir Elijah having arrived, 
Mr. Hastings, with muck art, proposed a question 
of opinion, involving an unsubstantiated fact, in 
order to obtain even a surreptitious approbation of 
tke measure he had predetermined to adopt, ^* The 
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Begums being in actaal rebellion^ might not the 
nabob confiscate their property?'* " Most un- 
doubtedly/' was the ready answer of the friendly 
judge. Not a syllable of inquiry intervened, as to 
the existence of the imputed rebellion ; nor a mo« 
ment's pause as to the ill purposes to which the de- 
cision of a chief justice might be perverted. It was 
not the office of a friend to mix the grave caution 
and cold circumspection of a judge, with an opinion 
taken in such circumstances; and Sir Elijah had 
previously declared, that he gave his advice not as 
a judge, .but as a friend; a character he equally 
preferred., in the strange office which he undertook^ 
of collecting defensive affidavits on the subject o£ 
Benares. 

Mr. Sheridan said, it was curious to reflect on 
the whole of Sir Elijah's circuit at that perilous 
time. Sir Elijah had stated his desire of relaxing 
from the fatigues of office, and unbending his mind 
in a party of health and pleasure : yet wisely appre- 
hending that very sudden relaxation might defeat its 
object, he had contrived to mix some matters of bu*- 
siness, to be interspersed with his amusements. He 
had, therefore, in his little airing of nine hundred 
miles, great part of which he went post^ escorted 
by an army, selected those very situations where 
insurrection subsisted, and rebellion was threatened; 
and had not only delivered his deep and curious 
researches into the laws and rights of nations and 
of treaties, in the capacity of the Oriental Grotius, 
whom Warren Hastings was to study ; but likewise 
in the humbler and more practical situation of a col- 
lector of ex parte evidence. In the former quality,* 
his opinion was the premature sanction for plunder- 
ing the Begums; — in the latter character, he be- 
came the posthumous supporter of the expulsion 
and pillage of the Rajah Cheit Sing. Acting on 
an unproved fact, on a position as a datum of 
the Duke of Richmond's fabrication, he had not 
hesitated, in the first instance, to lend his authority 
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as a license for unlimited persecution. In the latter,, 
jbe did not disdain to scud about India, like an itine* 
rant informer, with a pedlar's pack of garbled evi- 
dence and surreptitious affidavits. What pure friend^* 
ship, y^h^t a voucher of unequivocal attachment 
from a British Judge to such a character as Warren 
Hastings! With a generous oblivion of duty and of 
honor ; with a proud sense of having authorized all 
future rapacity, and sanctioned all past oppression, 
this friendly judge proceeded on his circuit of 
health and ease; and whilst the 6.overnor- General^ 
sanctioned by this solemn opiition, issued his orders 
to plunder the Begums of their treasure, Sir Elijah 
pursued his progress ; and passing through a wide 
region of distress and misery, explored a country 
that presented a speaking picture of hunger and 
of nakedness, in quest of objects best suited to his 
feelings, in anxious search of calamities most kindred 
to his invalid imagination. 

Thus whilst the executive power in India was 
perverted to the most disgraceful inhumanities, the 
judicial authority also became its close and confix 
dential associate — at the same moment that the 
sword of government was turned to an assassin^s 
dagger, the pure ermine of justice was stained and 
foiled with the basest and meanest contamination. 
Under such circumstance did Mr. Hastin^rs com- 
plete the treaty pf Chunar ;— :a treaty which might 
challenge all the treaties that ever^ subsisted, for 
containing in the smallest compass the most exten- 
sive treachery. Mr. Hastings did not conclude that 
treaty, till he had received from the Nabob a present, 
or rather a bribe, of 100,000/. 

The circumstances of this present were as ex-t 
traordinary as the thing itself. Four months after- 
wards, and not till then, Mr. Hastings comn^uni- 
cated the matter to the company. Unfortunately 
for himself, however, this tardy disclosure was con- 
veyed in words which betrayed his original meaning ;. 
for, with no common incaution, he admits the pre- 
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sent ^' was of a magnitude not to he eonceakd.^^ 
Mr. Sheridan stated all the circumstances of this 
bribe ; and averred that the whole had its rise in ft 
principle of rank corruption. For what was the 
consideration for this extraordinary bribe? No less 
than the withdrawing from Oude not only all the 
English gentlemen in official situations, but the 
whole also of the English army ; and that too at 
the very moment when he him.self had stated the 
whole country of Oude to be in open revolt and 
rebellion. Other very strangle articles were con- 
tained in the same treaty , which nothing but this 
infamous bribe could have occasioned, together with 
the reserve which he had in his own mind of trea*^ 
dhery to the Nabob j for the only part of the treaty 
^hich he ever attempted to carry into execution 
was to withdraw the English gentlemen from Oude. 
The Nabob, indeed, considered this as essential to 
his deliverance; and his observation on the circum* 
stance vras curious; — for though Major Palmer, said 
he, has not vet asked any thing, I observe it i« the 
custom of the English gentlemen constanliy to ask 
for something from me before they go. This im- 
putation on the English Mr. Hastings was most 
ready, most rejoiced, to countenance as a screen 
and shelter for his own abandoned profligacy; and 
therefore, at the very moment that ne pocketed the 
extorted spoils of the Nabob, with his usual grave 
hypocrisy and cant^ <- Go/' he said, to the English 
gentlemen, " go, you oppressive rascals, go fiiom 
um worthy unhappy man^ whom you have plun* 
dered, and leave him to my protection. You have 
robbed him— you. have plundered him — ^you have 
taken advantage of his accumulated distresses; but, 
please God, he shall in future be at rest; for I hare 

Sromised him he shall never see the face of an 
2nglishman again.'* This, however, was the only 
part of the treaty which he even affected to fulfii; 
and, in all its other parts, we learn from himself^ 
that at the very moment he made it, lie intended to 
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deceive the Nabob ; and accordingly he stdvised ffe^ 
neral instead of partial restrniption, for the expresiSi 
pdfpoi^fe of defeating the fli*st views of the Nabob j 
and, instead of giving instant and unqualified assent 
to dl the ai^ticles of the treaty; he perpetually 
qualified, explained, and varied them with new 
diminutions and reservations. Mr. Sheridan called 
upon gentlemen to say, if there was any theory in 
Machiavel, any treachery upon record, if they had 
ever heard of any cold Italian fraud which could in 
any degree be put in comparisou with the disgust- 
ing hypocrisy, and unequalled baseness which Mr. 
Hastings had shewn on that occasion. 

After having stated this complicated infamy in 
terms of the severest reprehension, Mr. Sheridan 
proceeded to observe, that he recollected to have 
ne^rd it advanced by some of those admirers of Mr. 
Hastings, who were not so implicit as to give un- 
qualified applause to his crimes, that they found an 
apology fot the atrocity of them, in the greatness of 
bis mmd. ^' To estimate the solidity of such a de- 
fence, it would be sufficient merely to consider in 
what consisted this prepossessing distinction, this 
captivating characteristic of greatness of mind. Is 
ijhtiot solely to be traced in greata ctions directed to 
g re af ends? In them, and them alone, we are to^ 
Search for true estimable magnanimity. To them 
only can we justly affix the splendid title and ho- 
nors of real greatness. There was indeed another 
species of greatness, which displayed itself in boldly 
conceiving a bad measure, and imdauntedly pur- 
Suing it to its accomplishment. But had Mr. Hast- 
ings the merit of exhibiting either of these descrip- 
tions of greatness ; — even of the latter ? He saw 
nothing great — nothing magnanimous — nothing 
opNen — ^nothing direct in his measures, or in his 
mind; — on the contrary, he had too often pursued 
fhe Worst objects by the worst means. His course 
was an eternal deviation from rectitude. He either 
tyrannised or deceived; und was by turns a Biony- 
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ftitis and a Scapin. As well might the writhing 
obliquity of the serpent be compared to the swift 
directness of the arrow, as the. duplicity of Mn 

I Hastings's ambition to the simple steadiness of g;e. 
nuine magnanimity. In hismmd all was shufflmg, 
amBiguous, dark, insidious, and little : nothing sim- 
ple, nothing unmixed : all affected plainness, and 
actual dissimulation; — a heterogeneous mass of con- 

, tradictory qualities ; with nothing* great but . his 
crimes; and even those contrasted by the littleness 
of his motives, which at once denoted both his base- 
ness and his meanness, and marked him for a traitor 
and a trickster. Nay, in his stile and writing, there 
was the same mixture of vicious contrarieties ; — ^the 
most groveling ideas were conveyed in the most in^ 
flated language ; giving mock consequence to low 
cavils, and uttering quibbles in heroics ; so that his 
compositions disgusted the mind's taste, as much as 
his actions excited the souPs abhorrence. Indeed 
this mixture of character seemed by some unac- 
countable, but inherent quality, to be appropriated, 
though in inferior degrees, to every thing that con- 
cerned his employers. He remembered to have 
heard an honorable and learned gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas) remark, that there was something in the 
first frame and constitution of the compapy, which 
extended the sordid principles of their origin ov^r all 
their successive operations ; connecting with their 
civil policy, and even with their boldest achieve- 
ments, the meanness of a pedlar, and the profligacy 
}of pirates. Alike in the political and the military line 

( coyAAheoh^erveAauctiimeer irig ambassadors ^xidLtrad-- 
inff generals ; — and thus we saw a revolntion brought 
about by affidavits ; an army employed in executing 
an arrest ; a town besieged on a note of hand ; a 

?rince dethroned for the balance of an account. 
^hus it was they exhibited a government, which 
united the mock majesty of a bloody sceptre, and the 
little traffic of a merchants counting-house^ wielding 
a truncheon with one hand, and picking a pocket 
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with the other. Mr. Sheridan now went into a long 
statement to shew the various irrefragable proofs 
exhibited in the minutes of the Benga] council, of 
the falsity of the charge, viz. That the Begums 
were the antient disturbers of the government. 
And equally to prove that the second charge also 
(namely, that the Begums had incited the Jagbire* 
dars to resist the Nabob) was no less untrue ; it 
being substantiated in evidence that not one of the 
Jaghiredars did resist. 

Mr. Sheridan maintained that it was incontro- 
vertible that the Begums were not qoncerned either 
in the rebellion -of Bulbudder, or the insurrection 
at Benares ; nor did Mr. Hastings ever once seri^ 
imshf believe them guilty. Their treasures were 
their treasons^ and Asoph ul Dowlah thought like 
an unwise prince, when he blamed his father for 
leaving him so little wealth. His father, Shulah ul 
Dowlah, acted wisely in leaving his son with no 
temptation about him, to invite acts of violence from 
the rapacious. He cloathed him with poverty as 
with a shield, and armed him with necessity as with 
a sword. 

The third charge was equally false. Did they 
resist the resumption of their own Jaghiredars ? 
Though if they Aac/ resisted, he contended that there 
would have been no crime; for those Jaghiredars 
were by solemn treaty confirmed to them; but, on 
the contrary, there was not one syllable of charg^e 
against them. The Nabob himself, with all the 
load of obloquy which he incurred, never imputed to 
them the crime of stirring up an opposition to his 
authority. 

To prove the falsehood of the whole of this charge, 
and to shew that Mr. Hastings originally projected 
the plunder ; that he threw th^ odium, in the firs^ 
instance, on the Nabob ; that he imputed the crimesi 
to them before he had received one of the rumours 
which he afterwards manufactured into a£Eidavits, 
Mr, Sheridan recommended a particular attention 
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to dates; and he deduced from the papers these 
facts : — that the first idea was started by Mr. Hast- 
ings on the 15th of November, ^81 ; that Mr. Mid- 
dleton commimTcated it to the Nabob, and procured 
from hAtn a formal proposition on the fid of Decem- 
ber; that on the 1st of December Mr. Hastings 
wrote a letter to Mr. Middleton, confirming the firA 
suggestion nmde throngh Sir Elijah, which letter 
came into the hands of Mr. Middleton on the Sth of 
December. He stated all the circumstances of the 
pains taken by Mr. Middleton to bring the Nabob at 
length to issue with the Perwannas, and coupled this 
with the extraordinary minute written by ?lr. Hast- 
ings on his return to Calcutta, where he stated the 
resistance of the Begums to the execution of the re- 
sumption on the 7th of January, 1782, as the cause 
of the measure in November 1781. Mr. Sheridan 
then proceeded to prove, that the Begums were, by 
their condition, their age, and their infirmities, al- 
most the only souls in India who could not have 
a thought of distressing that government, by which 
alone they could hope to be protected ; and that to 
charge th.em with a design to depose their nearest 
and dearest relation, was equally absurd. He did 
not endeavour to do this from any idea, that because 
there was no motive for the offences hnpnted to 
these women, it was therefore a necessary conse- 
quence that such imputations were false. He was 
not to learn that there was such a crime as wanton-, 
unprovoked wickedness. Those who entertained 
doubts on this point need only give themselrcs the 
trouble of reading the administration of Mr. Hast- 
ings. But, as to the immediate case, the documents 
on the table would bear incontrovertible testimony 
that insurrections had constantly taken place in 
Oode. To ascribe it to the Begums was wandering 
«ven beyond the improbabilities of fiction. It were 
not less absurd to affirm, that famine would not have 

E inched, nor thirst hare parched, nor extermination 
ave depopulated— rbut for the interference of these 
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old women. To use a strong exprension of Mr. 
Hastings on another occasion^ ** The good which 
those women did was certain — the ill wan precari- 
ous.*' But Mr. Hastings had found it more suitable 
to his purposes to reverse t^ie proposition ; jret want- 
ing a motive for his rapacity, ne coold find it only in 
fiction. *^ The simple fact was, their treasure was 
their treason. But '' they conrolained of the ir. 
justice.*' God of Heaven, had tney not a right t. 
complain ! After a solemn treaty violated; — plunder^ 
ed of all their property, and on the eve of the last ex-' 
tremity of wretchedness, were they to be deprived 
of the last resource of impotent wretchedness — com- 
plaint and lamentation ! Was it a crime that they / 
cdiould croud together in fluttering trepidation fike 
a flock of resistless birds on seeing tne felbn kite, 
who, having darted at one devoted bird, and missed 
his aim, singled out a new object, and was spring- 
ing on his prey with redoubled vigor in his whig, andj 
keener vengeance in his eye. The fact with Mr."* 
Hastings was precisely this : — Having failed in the 
case of Cheit Sing, he saw his fate ; he felt the ne- 
cessity of procuring a sum of money somewhere, for 
he knew that to be the ni^ver-farling receipt to make 
his peace with the directors at home. Such, Mr. 
Sheridan added, were the true substantial motives 
of the horrid excesses perpetrated against the Be- 
gums ! — excesses, in every pait of the description of 
which, he feh himself accompanied by the vigorous 
support of the most unanswerable evidence; and 
upon this test would he place his whole cause. Let 
gentlemen lay their hands upon their hearts, and 
with truth issuing in all its purity from their lips, 
solemnly declare whether they were or fvei^e not con- 
vinced that the real spring of the conduct of Mr. 
Hastmgs, far from being a desire to crush a rebel- 
lion (an ideal, fabulous rebellion !) was a malig'* 
nantly rapacious determination to seize, with law- 
less hands, upon the treasures of devoted, miserable, 
yet uhoflfendmg victims. 

V 2 
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Mr. Sheridan now adverted to the affidavit made 
by Mr. Middleton; and after stating how futile 
were the grounds uj)on which he had, to the satis- 
faction 01 his conscience, proceeded to the utmost 
extremity of violence against the Begums; he ex- 
claimed, the God of Justice forbid that any man in 
this house should make up 'his mind to accuse Mr. 
Hastings on the ground which Mr. Middleton took 
ibr condemning the Begums ; or to pass a verdict of 
guilty for the most trivial* misdemeanor against the 
poorest wretch that ever had existed. He then re- 
vised and animadverted on the affidavits of Colonel 
tiannay. Colonel Gordon, Major McDonald, Major 
Williams, and others. Major Williams, among the 
strange reports that chiefly filled these affidavits, 
stated one that he had heard — namely, that 50 
British troops, watching 200 prisoners, had been 
surrounded by 6000 of the enemy, and relieved b^ 
the approach of nine men. And of such extraordi- 
nary nearsay-evidence were most of the depositions^^ 
composed. Considering, therefore, the cnaracter 
given by Mr. Hlaistings te the British army in Oude,^ 
** that they manifested a rage for rapacity and pecu- 
lation," it was extraordinary that there were no in- . 
stances of stouter swearing. But as for Colonef 
Gordon, he aiBbrded a flagrantly conspicuous proof 
oi^e grateful spirit and temper of affidavits de- 
signedto plunge these wretched women in irretriev-, 
able ruin. Colonel Gordon was, just before, not 
merely released from danger^ hut preserved from im^ 
minent death by the very person whose accuser he 
thought fit to become; and yet, incredible ^^ Hmay^ 
appear, even at the expiration of two little days 
from his deliverance, he deposes against the dis- 
tressed and unfortunate w.oman who had become his 
saviour^ and only upon hearsay evidence accuses her 
of crimes and rebellion. Great God of Justice! 
(exclaimed Mr. Sheridan) canst thou from thy eter- 
nal throne look down upon such premeditated tur- 
pitude of heart, and not fix some mark of dreadful 
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rengcance upon the perpetrators ?— Of Mr. M'Do 
nald, he said, that he liked not the memory which 
remembered things better at the end of five years 
than at the time, unless there might be something so 
relaxing in the climate of India, and so affecting tho 
memory as well as the nerves, " the soft figures 
melting away," and the images of immediate action 
instantaneously dissolving, men must return to their 
native air of England^ to brace up the mind as well 
as the body, and hkve their memories, like their 
sinews, restrung.'^ J 

Having" painted the loose quality of the afiidavits, 
he said, that he must pause a moment, and particu- 
larly address himself to one description of gentle- 
men, those of the learned profession, within those 
walls. They saw that that house was the path to 
fortune in their profession ; that they might soon 
expect that some of them were to be called to a dig- 
nified situation, where the great and important trust 
would be reposed in them of protecting the lives 
and fortunes of their fellow-subjects. One right 
honorable and learned gentleman, in particular (Sir 
Lloyd Kenyon) if rumour spoke ri^t, might sud- 
denly be called to succeed that great and venerable 
character, who long had shone the brighest lumi- 
nary of his profession, whose pure and steady light 
was clear even to its latest moment, but whose last 
beam must now too soon be extinguished. That he 
would ask the supposed successor of Lord Mans- 
field, to calmly reflect on these extraordinary depo- 
sitions, and solemnly to declare, whether the mass 
of afiGidavits taken at Lucknow would be received 
by him as evidence to convict the lowest object in 
this country ? If he said it would, he declared to 
God he would sit down, and not add a syllable 
more to the too long trespass which he haa made 
on the patience of the committee. ^ 

Mr. Sheridan went farther into the exposure of 
the evidence, into the comparison of dates, and the 
subsequent circumstances, in order to prove that all 
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the enormous consequence which followed from the 
resumption, in the captivity of the women, and the 
imprisonment and cruelties practised on their people, 
were solely to be ascribed and to be imputed to Mr« 
Hastings^ After stating^ the miseries which the 
women suffered, he said that Mr. Hasting^s had once 
remarked, that a mind touched with superstition 
might have contemplated the fate of the Rohillas 
with peculiar impressions. But if indeed the mind 
of Mr. Hastings could yield t6,. superstitious imagi- 
nation ; if his fancy could suffer any disturbance^ 
and even in vision, image forth the proud spirit of 
Sujah Dowlah, looking down upon the ruin smd de-* 
vastation of his family, and beholding that palace 
which Mr. Hastings bad first wrested from his 
band, and afterwards restored, plundered by that 
very army with which he himself bad vanquished 
the Mahrattas ; seizing on the very plunder which 
he had ravaged from the Rohillas ; that Middleton, 
who had been engaged in managing the previous 
violations, most busy to perpetrate the last; that 
very Hastings, whom, on his death bed, he had left 
the guardian of his wife and mother, and family, 
tui*ning all those dear relations, the objects of his 
solemn trust, forth to the merciless seasons, and 
to a more merciless soldiery ! A mind touched with 
superstition must indeed have cherished such a con- 
templation with peculiar impressions ! — That Mr. 
Hastings was regularly acquainted with all the 
enormities committed on the Begums there was the 
clearest proof j — It was true that Middleton was 
rebuked for not being more exact. He did not, 

Eerhaps, descend to the detail ; he did not give 
im an account of the number of groans which were 
heaved ; of the quantity of tears which Were shed ; 
of the weight of the fetters ; or of the depth of the 
dungeons: but fie communicated every step which 
he took to accomplish the base and unwarrantable 
end* He teld him, that to save appearances they 
must use the name of the Nabob| and that they nee$ 



flo no farther than was absalultly necessary ; this 
he might ventare to say without h^g suspected by 
Mr« Hastings of too severe a morality. The 6o« 
vernor-General ako endeavored to throw a share of 
the guilt on the coondl, although Mr. Wheeler had 
never taken any share, and Mr. Macpherson had not 
arrived in India when the scene began. After con- 
tending that he had shrank from the inquiry ordered 
by the court of directors, under a new and pom- 
pous doctrine, that the majesty of justice was to be 
af^proached with supplication, and was not to de- 
grade itself by hunthig for crimes ; forgetting the in- 
&mous employment^ to which he had appointed an 
English chief justice, to hunt for criminal charges 
against innocent, defenceless women. — Mr. Sheri- 
dan said, he justed that that house would vindicate 
the insulted character of justice ; that they would 
demonstrate its true quality, essence, and purposes 
—-they would demonstrate it to be, in the case of 
Mr. Hastings, active, inquisitive, and avenging. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that he heard olfactions 
and parties in that house, and knew they existed. 
There was scarcely a subject upon which they were 
not broken and divided into sects. The prerogative 
of the .crown found its advocates among the repre- 
sentatives of the people. The privileges of the 
people found opponents even in the house of com- 
mons itself. Habits, connexions, parties, all led to 
diversity of optiuon. But when inhumanity pre- 
sented itself to their observation^*, it found no divi- 
sion among them : they attacked it as their com- 
mon enemy ; and, as if the character of this land 
was uivotved in their 2eal for its ruin, they left it 
not till it was compliietely overthrown. It was not 
given to that hou5ie, to behold the objects of their 
compasfoon and benevolence in the present exteii- 
mve consideration, as it was to the officers who re- 
lieved, and who so feelingly described the extatic 
emotions of gratitude in the instant of deliverance. 
Th#y could not bahold the workings of the heart, 
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the quirering lips, th^ trickling tears, the loud and 
yet tremulous joys of the millions whom their vote 
of this night would for ever save from the cruelty 
of corrupted power. But though they could not di- 
rectly see the effect, was not the true enjoyment of 
their benevolence increased by the blessing being 
conferred unseen ? Would not the omnipotence of 
Britain be demonstrated to the wonder of nations, 
by stretching its mighty arm across the deep, and 
saving by its Jiat distant millions from destruction ? 
And would the blessings of the people thus saved, 
dissipate in empty air ? No ! if I may dare to use 
the figure, — ^we shall constitute Heaven itself our 
proxy, to receive for us the blessings of their pious 
gratitude, and the prayers of their thanksgiving. — 
It is with confidence, therefore. Sir, that I move you 
on this charge, " that Warren Hastings be im- 
peached." 

February 8. 

PROCEISBINGS AGAINST MB. HASTINGS. 

The debate of the preceding day was resumed by Mr. Francis, 
in support of the charge ; and by Mr. Burgess, Major Scott, Mr. 
Hicholls, mr> Fansittari, and Mr. Alderman Le Mesurier in cfe- 
fence of Mr. Hastings, After having heard the arguments on both 
sides, Mr. Pitt rose to deliver his statetnents. He observed, that as 
he had ever been of opinion that the charge relative to the Prin- 
cesses ofOude was that which of all others, bore upon the face of 
^t the strongest marks of criminality and cruelty, so had he bem 
particularly careful to guard against the impression of every sort ^ 
prgudice, and to keep Ms mind open for the reception of whatever 
could tend, on the one hand, to establish innocence, or on the othet, 
to bring home conviction of guilt > and in order the better to enahb 
himself to decide with safety, he had with the utmost minuteness and 
attention, compared the charge, article by article, with the evidence 
adduced at the bar in support of each, and with the various minutes 
and letters that had been brougM before the house, or were any where 
to be found within his reach. He then declared, that althoil^h, for 
reasons he should state, he thought himself bound to vote with the 
gentleman who brought the charge,yet he wished it to be ^nderstood, 
that he did not accede to the whole of the grounds of the accusation 
contained in the charge, or the inferences that had been drawn from 
them. He then stated the two great points in the charge^ m wdneh 
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he tk^igkt the critninalUjf of Mr. HatHngi had hemfutty pr&wi* 
The remmiption of the Jaghiret wat a measure, which in his opinion, 
might f in certain situations^ have been justified; but the situation of 
the East-India Company, as guarantee of the treaty, laid them under 
the strongest obligation, perhaps, to have positively, and at all 
events resisted, but at least not to have prompted it. The seimre of 
the treasures being neither supported by any formal proceedings of 
justice nor by any state necessity, it was, he said, impossible not to 
condemn it ; and it was greatly aggravated by making the Nabob 
the instrument ; the son the instrument of robbing the mother. The 
crime of Mr. Hastings, he thought still further aggravated by hi^ 
stj/ling the orders of the court of directors, which expressly com* 
manded a revision of the proceedings against those princesses, With 
respect to many otlier collateral circumstances urpd in aggravation 
of the charge, he thought than either not criminal or nqt brought 
home to Mr, Hastings, 

Mr. Shsridan having said that he entertained 
too grateful a sense of the liberal indulgence with 
which the house was pleased to honor him on the 

})receding day, to think of trespassing at present, 
or any length of time, upon their patience, added, 
that several gentlemen had done him much greater 
honor than he deserved ; but he could not but feel 
and acknowledge it to be a compliment, when the 
right honorable gentleman was pleased so far to flat- 
ter him, as to say, that the arguments he had taken 
the liberty of troubling the house with, when he 
made the motion, had in any degree contributed to 
fix his vote in its support. Of such a compliment 
he was indeed proud, because conscious as lie was 
that he stood up in a good cause, the advocate for 
millions, and the advocate for strict justice, to find 
he was likely to prove successful, could not but af- 
ford him the most solid satisfaction. He was the 
more happy also, as the right honorable gentleman, 
by his conduct, had proved, (what he should always 
be happy to bear witness to) that however the right 
honoraole gentleman, and those with whom he acted, 
had differences, and sometimes warm altercations, 
on various political occasions; yet, when a great 
national question that called for the asfs^regate sup- 
port of parliament fell under consideration, their 
political and party differences sunk into petty jars. 
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ind the ri^ht honorable grentleman, }^ying asMe alt 
party considerations, was ready, in an open and 
manly way, to come forward, and prove himself a 
tninister, who felt for the honor and character of 
that house, and for the honor and character of the 
country. With regard to the objection the right 
honorable gentleman had taken, at his having, as 
the right honorable gentleman thought, expressed 
himself rather too warmly respecting the individual 
principally concerned in their present proceeding's, 
ne was extremely sorry if that had been the case. 
He neither felt nor professed to feel any malignity 
against Mr. Hastings. Those who knew hith most 
intimately, he believed, indeed, he might without 
vanity, say, knew that he had no malignity in his 
composition, and that he was not capable of feeling 
«ach an unworthy passion against any man. An 
honorable gentleman, (Major Scott) who had spoken 
early in the ^bate, amidst a variety of extraneous 
matter, bad thought proper to allude to a conversa* 
tion once more, which bad previously occurred in 
that house, at which he was a little surprised, as the 
committee would, without doubt, recoUect that the 
h^inorable gentleman had been under the necessity 
of acknowledging that he had been mistaken in 
some of his most.esseatial particulars. If the rea- 
son of the honorable gentleman's allusion of that 
day had been owing to a part of his speech the pre- 
ceding day, when he had talked of Mr. Hastings's 
dependents, /he assured the honorable gentleman, 
upon his honor, be did not mean him. When he 
stood up in his place the public accuser of Mr. 
Hastings, he should be ashamed, indeed, if he could 
be thought capable of alluding to any gentleman who 
bad a right to a seat in that house, acid call himself 
the friend of Mr. Hasti^ig^. The honorable gen- 
tleman bad that day said he was under obligations 
to Mr. Hastings ; that being the caM, his motives 
for attachment to Mr. Hastings were truly honor- 
able. Gratitude was a virtue^ amiable even in €iTor. 
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There was something in the frame of the mind of 
man which accorded with grateful feelings; and 
where the heart owed an obligation, the jiulgmeni 
could not be acute. Far be it from him then to find 
fault with any honorable gentleman who acted upon 
so noble, so praise-worthy a principle. Mr. Sberi* 
dan now added, that, after the vote of that day, Mr. 
Hastings and the house would be at issue. The bu- 
siness must then be removed to the proper tribunal ; 
and he bes^ged in the interim that gentlenen would 
recollect (for they seemed a little to forget) that their 
votes upon the distinct charges did not go to make 
Mr. Hastings a criminal, and they were not acting 
as judges, but as prosecutors. The judgment-seat 
was placed elsewhere ; and if Mr. Hastings should 
be acquitted, unworthy, indeed, should he nold that 
man who either within or beyond the walls of par- 
liament considered Mr. Hastings otherwise than 
innocent. 

The questi&M bdng ai hugth called fcr, mid the haum dMdhtgt 
there Appeared for the tnoUen 175 ; against it 6S. 



February 12. 



PETITION FftOM THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCVy 
FOR FURTHER TIME TO CONSIDER THE TEN- 
DENCY OF THE TREATY WITH FRANCE. 

Before the house resolved itself into a committee upon the treaty if 
commerce and navigation with Drance, a petition was presented iy 
Mr. Alderman Nntmham from certain mamifatturers assembled in 
their chasnber of commerce^ pratfing, that the house would not that 
day come to any decisive resolution upon the eonunerekd treaty wkA 
France: as the petitioners hadnot had leisure to understand the treaty, 
and consequently, were not yet aware to uUiat degree thdr interests, 
and the interests oj other manufacturers were Hkeiy to be affected by 
it.-- The petition was opfosed by Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that a material diffe- 
rence must arise, could it, on the present occasion, 
be taken for granted that the manufacturers would 
have time for enquiry — ^and that this night^s discus- 
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sion was not to be concluded with resolutions com- 
mitting the house in any degree to the acceptation 
of the treaty ;' and for his own part he objected to 
the error which had gone abroad, that the house 
was to be involved by this night's vote. He con- 
tended, on the contrary, that the house would not 
be committed to the acceptation of the treaty until 
they had passed the last vote on the last bill, which 
was necessary to the carrying into execution the 
treaty. He begged at the same time to call the at- 
tion of the house to one material point, in which he 
believed this important subject had not yet been 
considered. The Irish propositions had been men- 
tioned. If this treaty should pass, would it not be- 
come absolutely necessary that those propositions, 
reprobated and rejected as they were, must be re- 
vived, or at least that a system of intercourse of 
some kind, must be established between this and the 
sister kingdom ; for it was totally impossible that 
the present system should continue if the treaty with 
France took place ? He wished therefore to learn 
explicitly from the right honorable gentleman, whe- 
ther, in case the treaty of France was carried into 
effect, it was his intention to revive the Irish propo- 
sitions? There was one other matter which he 
must mention. The right honorable gentleman 
contended that the treaty had been between four and 
five months before the public. He denied this fact. 
It had been but fourteen days — for until the con- 
vention appeared, the treaty could not be said to 
be before tnem ; in so far as that convention so ma- 
terially affected several of the most leading features 
of the treaty, and that the whole could only be con- 
strued by a comparison of them both. 

To the manufacturers it was unbecomingly insi- 
nuated, that some parts of the treaty to which they 
objected, should be amended in the convention. This 
lulled them into silence; and now that the conven- 
tion was come, not any correction of the errors com- 
plained of could be found in it. The house was 
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doubtless in the recollection of a garbled meeting 
of manufacturersy artfully convened on the 9th of 
December^ and consisting only of three persons, 
whose partial resolutions had been industriously cir- 
culated throughout the kingdom. This meeting, 
had but five letters sent to them, and three of the 
fiViC disapproved of the treaty. 

No immediate answer being given, the speaker put the question 
Jar leaving the chair, which was carried. 



February 16. 
COHMEROIAIi TREATY WITH FRANCE. 

Previous to the motion being made for the speaker leaving the. 
chair. Captain Minchin reminded the house, that some papers were 
requisite for the i^armation of members on the subject of the com- 
inercial treaty. Those he wished to have before he was aUledupon^ 
to give his vote ; for, without the information which they contained, 
he was incompetent to decide upon the question. — Far this reason, he 
hoped the house would not think of resolving itself into a committee, 
untU they had these papers laid before them. — Mr. Pitt observed, 
^.the papers were wanting, they wrndd be moved for as wdl in the 
coBumitee as at the present moment. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that though the com- 
mittee should proceed without the papers, be did not 
perceive that any inconvenience could arise, but 
what might, in other stages of the passing of this 
act, be remedied. Whatever vote they then gave, 
it could not prove so decisive as not to admit of being 
retracted or corrected before the close of the whole 
business. The bill, after its commitment, most be 
reported; amendments might be then proposed; 
this might cause a re-cpmmitment, and again a 
report : it must be then read a third time, and after- 
wards passed. In all these stages, gentlemen would' 
certainly have an opportunity of proposing any ob-' 
jections which might occur, or alterations which 
they might wish to adopt, from any additional intel- 
ligence ttiey might receive from papers they had ta 
expect. Witii Uiis conviction he did not entertain 
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the least dislike against going into the oomtnittee ; 
but lie certainly had a very great objectioQ to the 
business being so precipitately burried through the 
hoose. On this oecasiotiy he trusted that he should 
be allowed to express his anxious hopes that the 
consideration of the commercial treaty would not 
induce the house to forget the remainder of the 
charges against Mr. Hasting. If the treaty was 
to be gone through entirely oefore they entered on 
the discussion of any other business, the affairs of 
Mr. Hastings might be referred, so far as he could 
judge, ad calendas grmcas ; for he understood that 
there were now above three thousand different reso- 
lutions preparing for the house to digest ; and he 
supposed. that, during the progress of the business, 
the minister would j.ust bnag m about half a dozen 
billt each day, and Imve them read a third time, for 
the sake of expediting a matter, which he held to be 
of such importance. He most remind him, howe- 
ver, that he could not, from pat^ experience, flatter 
himself with the hopes of passing the bill oytx so 
glibly ; as, in every stage, it was liaMe to meet with 
oppositiofu 
ThnJimtm thmtfy aftey vtadni Mnlf Jtsfo « CMKmUee, en the 

FBBOrUARV If. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MB. HASTINGS. 

lUkmartMe JhmM$ Pdhm wmti, thxiihefrder ^ the digf 
for ihe lunm to retolve Usdfinto a committee rf the whole hou9et to 
cenddtr farther of the several articles of charge of high crimes and 
nnsdemeaewrs arainat Warren Hastings, Esq. 6s note read: it be- 
ing read aeetnraingfy, he moved to discharge the order, mfhi<A being 
sfffmd to, he neat moved, Jthai the house ehosUd resohe iUelfinto a 
committee for the said mrpose^ on the ensumg Thursdajf. Mr, Pitt 
said, he would give hss ronst^ provided it was underwood that the 
orderehoM be farther diocharged, should it so happen that the 
buskum if the eomsnerciat tret^ with France^ mm not fesnthait^ 
HMda». 

Mr. Sho&idax contended, tthat the charges 
against Mr. Hastings were undoubtedly matters of 
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infinite seriousness and importance, and oug^t not 
to be set aside as secondary considerations. He 
begged the house to recollect^ that something was 
due from them to Mr. Hastings, \rhose character, 
and whatsoever could prove dear to him, was at 
stake ; and whose feelings, therefore, ought not 
to be sported with by wanton and unnecessary 
delay. 

COMMSllCIAL TREATY WITH FRANCE, 

This day Mr. Fox made hi$ lad effort to induce the house to taks 
some sttp for securing the continuance of the Methueii treaty^, and 
averting the danger, to which he contenatd it was exposed^ by a reso* 
bit ion* the house had come to the preceding night — a resolution which, 
if not followed by some correspondent proposition respecting Portu- 
gal, would manifest a disregard to that nation, little short of a direct 
i^fronL He concluded with moving, '* That it be an instruction to 
the coaaunittee^ that they do, in the first place, proceed to consider 
of reducing the duties upon wines ditectly imported from Portugal 
into Great Britain ; so that such wines may pay no higher duties 
than two'thirds of the duties to be imposed upon wines imported 
directly from FraneeJ^ The motion was opposed by Mr. Pitt, as 
interfering, by a premature resobdion, in a tnatter delegated by tha 
constitution to the executive government. He asserted, that a decla- 
ration delivered by him in his place, and as a minister, that meh a 
negotiation was pending, was entitled to be considered as fotwuA 
parliamentary information. He eoneluded with stating^ that he had 
every reason to expect the negotiation would prove successful; i^ 
however, it should not succeed* he would lay bifore the house, for 
their judgments, the grounds upon which it had failed. 

Mr. Sherijdan affirmed that the house of com- 
tnons was constitutionally empowered to interfere 
with treaties, even pending their negotiation* 
There were treaties over which the prerogative was 
paramouuft : there were treaties, ako, of another de- 
scription, with which the house was particularly con- 
cerned, and which the execution of depended solely 

* ** Tkat it appears to be expedient that all the articles of the 
gmwth^ procboe, aad manii^actiureSy of the European dominiona 
of the Freoeh kiog» which are not specified iu the tariff of the 
treaty, shall be imported into this kingdom, on payment of duties 
as low as any whtdi shall he payable on Ibe like aitidisifrQia any 
olker EttiqjMm oatioa."" 
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en the voice of the house of commons. He added 
that the motion of his right honorable friend (Mr. 
Pox) was not an active measure in favor of Por- 
tugal ; it was a point of right due to the Methuen 
treaty, and merely a motion to do that immediately, 
which the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
had pledged himself to do, (granting that he 
would do it at all) previously to the biU, or bills 
going out of the house. 

Upon the responsUnliip which the ndtUster agreed to take upon 
himself, Mr, Fox consented to withdraw his motion: and the house 
being resolved into a committee, Mr, Pitt proceeded to move several 
resolutions for imposing certain duties* On coming to that referring 
to brandies, Mr. Fox desired to know, whether, at the time the dur 
ties on brandies were meant to be reduced, it was not intended to 
accompany the alteration unth a reduction in the duties on rums. 
Mr, Pitt replied in the affirmative ; and also said, he intended, on 
an early day, to propose a still greater reduction on brandies and 
0ther spirits, from certain considerations of revenue, and with a view 
to extend the system so happily and smcessfully camnnenced three 
years since, to the great prevention and abolition of smuggling. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that at length, and 
consequently for the first time, the right honorable 
gentleman had confessed, that his much-^boasted 
commutation bill had failed him. The right honor- 
able gentleman had made it one great ground of 
exultation upon his assurances of the success of 
the measure, that it would entirely put an end 
to the smuggling of brandies. The committee 
would recollect, that he (Mr. Sheridan) had on 
frequent occasions told the right honorable gen*- 
tleman, that a day would come, when he must expe* 
rience the unavoidable obligation of confessing 
the measure, had failed, and that all which he fore- 
told had been verified. 

In his reply, Mr. Pitt said, " he wondered which he ought mast 
to admire — the confidence, or the ignorance, of the honorable gen- 
tleman's assertions. Could any man in his senses have believed that 
such a speech as the honorable gentleman had just delivered, could 
have been excited hy any thing which had fallen from himV* 8^c. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that if he had enter- 
tained the smallest doubt of the correctness of 
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his recollectioii before, he was now convibced he 
had been perfectly correct, from the right honor-? 
able gentleman's being so very angry. He begged- 
leave, however, to remind the right hpnorable 
gentleman, it was not altogether . decent for a 
minister to address any member of that house 
in such language ; it was, . besides, extremely ill 
judged of any gentleman to descend to it, because, 
it laid him open to so easy a retort. All the, 
return* which he should make was by,: declaring, 
(what he was persuaded the majority of the: com- 
mittee must feel with him) that the ill manners of 
the right honorable gentleman were not more, 
conspicuous, than the weakness of his conduct, 
in charging him with confidence and ignorance 
without a single argument to prove the foundation 
of any such charge. Having said this, Mr. She- 
ridan declared, the committee were no strangers 
to the practice of the right honorable gentleman, 
when any member shewed that his words on a 
former occasion, and his subsequent conduct, were 
at variance with each other. On the present 
occasion the right honorable gentleman had en- 
deavoured to shift the charge by the quibble of a 
word, and had confidently maintained that h^ 
never said, the commutation plan would entirely 
put a stop to the smuggling of brandy. He would 
not, Mr. Sheridan said, take upon him to assert 
that the right honorable gentleman had used- 
the word entirely; but he appealed to the recol- 
lection of every gentleman who heard him, whether 
he had not, almost as often as he had talked of 
the advantages expected to arise from the commu- 
tation system, rested a great part of his argument 
on his entertaining little or no doubt of its having- 
the good effects of putting an end to the smuggling' 
of brandy in a very great degree ; or words to that ' 
effect. Mr Sheridan asked, whether it was likely 
the right honorable gentleman should have confined 
his argument entirely to the prevention of smug-^ 

VOIi. I. X 
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gVmg of teas; and whedier the abandoning of 
700,0001. of the revenue merely with that view, 
would not have been a very weak scheme ? Mr. 
Sheridan added a few comments upon the pro^" 
position respecting brandies, now hinted ; and said, 
most undoubtedly, if the right honorable gentleman 
was to go from one article of excise txi another, 
and commute, the duties on smugglifng would 
be put an end to respecting those articles ; but a 
day must in that case arrive, when the minister 
who pursued such a system, would have to come to 
that house, and to ask them to provide for a good 
round deficiency of revenue. 



Febkuary 19. 
QQMHMJEiClAJj TREATY WITH FBANCi:. 

Mr. Beaufoy preKuied the resolutions which the committee had 
directed him to report to the house. They were read a first time, 
and Me SpetdMrfiti ^piesHonfor a seamd reading: when 

Mr. StHi^RXPAN remarkedi that he considered 
himself obliged to trespass upon the patieoice of the 
ItWMise^ whilst he adverted to some particulars, re- 
jecting which be thought it highly necessary that, 
to^ ri^ honorable gentlemstn (,Mr. Pitt) snould 
give satisfactory answers, previous to any final deci* 
smx concerning the resolutions oontained in the 
report whicb lw.d been just read. What he first 
wished to be satisfied about was, the consolidation 
of the duties on the customs ^ which,^ if he had uq- 
deJC^topd the right honorable geuUemau correctly om 
SViday, he meant to mi:ic and Uend with the buai- 
ness ctf the commercial treaty. If this wer^ really 
the right houorable gentleman's intentions, it would 
surely be highly improper for the house to give their 
vote for the second reading of the report, before 
they were in possessiou of toe additions which were 
meant tc^be made to it; and much of addition h& 
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jcoDC^ted tlmnB w(ml4 b«y as there were, he m^i* 
posed, several other resolutioos, absolutely necessary 
to be submitted to a ccmimittee of the whole house, 
!0D the other parts of the treaty ; for, those contained 
in the report, the right honorable gentleman would 
xeooUect^ were eonfined merely to the articles stated 
in the tariflf. Another matter— which he must again 
mention, and to which be had received no express 
answer, though there was something like an answer 
contained in one ef the right honorable gentleman's 
4peeches-*«-wa0, that proposition, which appeated to 
Jbtiui to be indispensable and itiooBtrovertible, tbat a 
new commercial arrangement with Ireland must be 
set on foot as a consequence of the commercial 
treaty with France. The right honorable gentte- 
man had g^ven them to nndersltand^ that he had no 
objection to heicr of the Irish propavitions ; whether 
that was the fact or not, (Mr. Sheridan said) he 
was persuaded that, when the right honorable gen- 
tlema», first introduced the business of th€$ commer* 
4nal treaty, the Irish propositions hsed been upon his 
mind throughout the whole of that long speech. 
Certain he was, tbat some arrmgement between 
Zrelattd and England tnttst take place in conse- 
'^eoce of the present commercial treaty ; . because, 
tthet the right honorable gentleman had himself 
stated, with a proper disdain of the idea which the 
eoiirt of Portugal took up respecting Ireland, (wWi 
i»egard to her not being* included iti the Methuen 
treaty, that she ought to be considered within the 
spirit and meaning of that treaty, and that it was a 
tnain part of the negotiation now on foot with the 
Mart of Lisbon,) it was scarcely possible to scrbpose 
tbad the right honorable gentleman had himself ne- 
gotiated a treaty with France, without having meafit 
that Ireland should have the benefit of the treaty, 
because that would have been to have excladed 
Ireland from the benefit of the French treaty, ejc- 
actly in the same manner as the court of Lisbon had 
jackided4rekndfrom tiie entire benefit of the M^^ 

x2 
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thuen treaty. The idea of dyin^ Prance privileges 
and advantages in Great Britain, whicn Ireland 
could not claim, was so monstrous and absurd, that 
he could not entertain it as possible to have been in 
the right honorable gentleman's intention. Ano- 
ther material point required some more explanation 
than it had received ; and that was, whether or not 
the hovering act was not affected, and its provisions 
done away, by the 25th article of the treaty ? A 
right honorable gentleman had said, it was not at 
all affected by the present treaty ; but he had ac- 
companied the assertion with no argument what- 
-ever. 

To this Mr, Pitt observed, that, as to the hovering act, and the 
idea that Us operation as a check on smuggling was to be suspended^ 
the answer oj his right honorable friend (Mr, GrenifUle) to that 
question was fiUly sufficient. It was by no means the intentim of 
t lie parties tKat those salutary checks against illicit trade, contained 
in the hovering act, should be done away or weakened: on the con- 
trary, it was the wish of each of the monarchs to prevent, as much 
as possible, the continuance of any such practices between both king^ 
dome. With respect to the proceedings intended to be foUow^d on 
the business, on concluding the treaty in that house, there was nth 
thine more necessary for than to do, than to agree to the several 
resoSuions contained in the report from the conunittee : and which 
. only went to a confirmation of the tariff^. The honorable getttktnan 
had inquired, whether it was in contemplation to frame any new 
arrangements of a commercial nature with Ireland, and to make 
such arrangements a part of the sydem now to be adopted; but as 
that was, in a g9*eat measure, to dapend on the disposition and ineU^ 
nation of the sister kingdom — ana as it was, in all respects, to be 
considered in the nature of anew and totally distinct treaty — t^ was 
a subfect which, on the present occasion, he thought it highly tiro- 
proper to discuss. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that the explanation 

^ of the right honorable gentleman had not given him 

the least satisfaction whatever. He was a little 

..amazed, also, at the silence of the right honorable 

S' entleman himself, who, he thought, would have, 
eigned, on questions of so much importance, to 
have favored the house with an immediate eluci« 
dation of the point. He thought it impossible 
Jihat SQ monstrous a proposition as the giving 



1787;] 809 

S 'eater privileges and advantages to France, in 
e home market of Great Britain, than Ireland 
either enjoyed, or could claim, was intended : but 
he. could not see how Ireland could be said to be 
entitled to all the advantages of the present treaty, 
without its having been so stipulated in the treaty. 
Mr. Sheridan animadverted on the terms of the 
articles of the , treaty ; and contended that Ireland 
was no whei^e mentioned, excepting only as to 
her linens in the sixth article. He instanced the 
article of the tariff respecting brandies, where no 
mention was made of Ireland; and several others. 
Mr. Sheridan made a great variety of remarks 
upon the treaty, which he termed a most incorrect 
production ; and said, he lamented the absence 
of the right honorable negotiator, as he should 
huve been glad to have heard from him the meaning 
which he had in view, where he had not expressed 
it clearly. He mentioned the part which he had 
taken with regard to the Irish propositions, upon 
which he had more frequently divided with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, than with the right 
honorable negotiator (Mr. Eden.) The present 
treaty was so directly in the teeth of the evidence 
given by the manufacturers at the bar of the house, 
when the Irish propositions were under considera- 
tion, that he presumed when the negotiator of the 
treaty returned to his duty in that house, he would 
publicly declare his conviction of the error of almost 
every one of the opinions which he had maintained 
on that memorable occasion. He supposed this 
right honorable gentleman had sent circular letters 
round to the manufacturers, and declared he had 
not abandoned one of his commercial doctrines, 
though he had, pro hoc vice, adopted new ones; 
and made the treaty turn upon those new commer* 
cial sentiments, of which he had probably informed 
his friends of the chamber ; and, at the same time 
had $iaid, that he would renounce them when he 
qame back to England. He hoped that he should • 
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hear no morie of a charge of confidence atad i^o* 
ranee from the right honorable gentleman, iirho 
most be confident and ignorant beyond all example, 
if he thought that no more resolutions were neces* 
sary to be m6ved on the treaty with FVance. To 
convince him that there were various additional 
resolutions necessary, he would bring down a string 
of resolutions, and submit it to him and to the 
house, whether they were not absolutely necessary 
to be moved in a committee. 

Mr. Pm mid, «< Mf. Shmiw had fomd fmUi with hm/sr 
hi$mtimce in sitting still, and not tviermpting hifn: although^ he 
conjessed, th^ unprovoked asperifif which the honorable gentiemah 
had used in speaking of him, would — if he emM/eel any thwg 
from the honorable genihmmCs asperitp~havt hem a stjfieieMi temp^ 
tatian for him. to have interfered in his self-defenet. He emld mt 
help observing an the instructions which he had received from the 
hmorahle gentleman i-^that they were so conciliating, so wmnrng^so 
sincere, and seemed to have so tittle of any intention of gratifying 
the person who delivered them, and iobeao entirely caicaiated f&r 
the benefit of the person to whom they were addressed, that ho €elM 
not but return the honorable gentleman his wwrmesi thanks far the 
obligation he had conferred upon him." 

Mr. Sheridan declared, that he was not eon* 
scious of having used any asperities, or expressed 
himself petulantly, angrily, or in a stile unbecom- 
ing any member of that house; and if the right 
honorable gentleman felt that he had, he had, 
indeed, afforded him a pietae of instruction j for 
which, he was sure, the house would think he ought 
to confess himself indebted. 

Mr. Sheridan now went into an examination of 
the 6th article of the convention, arguing fvoni 
the words, that it contained a contradiction in 
terms* — The preamble of that article set off with 
saying, that by the 43d article of the treaty, it 
was stipulated that a convention relative to that 
article should be concluded immediately after the 
signature of the treaty ; whereas the 6th article 
of convention, does not settle the matter of the 
43df article ol the treaty, but ta)k» df an itlterioy 
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coDyasticm, to be setded witUa the space of two 
monthfiu Mr. Sheridan oontetided, that the con*- 
vention was not the conventton' which had been 
stipulated for, by the 43d article of the treaty; 
and that as an ulterior convention was now to be 
settled, they ought to wait for that, previous to 
their decision. 



FSBRUABY 2t. 

COMMfiECIAIi TRiSAlrV WITH FRANC2:. 

Mr. Blaekhmu m&ved m mUren tf c^ngraiuktuM to Hit Mi* 
juiff an this tuigect. 

Mr. Shizridan observed, that for the present he 
ehould wave all investigution of the g^eneral arga^* 
tnent of the* merits of the treaty, as he conceived the 
question before the hoose respecting* the address, 
related to a measufe so violent, so unprecedented, 
and so unparliamentary, that no other ground of 
opposition ought on that day to be taken, excefit to 
the irregularity and foulness of such a proceeding. 
There was, however, an observation or two which 
had fallen from the honorable gentleman who had 
JQSt sat down, which he could not be wholly silent 
under, though he regarded those observations as 
merely among the trivial endeavors which the ho« 
norable gentleman (Mr. D. Pnlteney) had resorted 
to, in order to divert more successfully the attention 
of the house, from the %veighty suggestions which 
tbey had jurt heard from the honorable gentleman 
who had moved the present question. For this 
porpose the honorable gentleman was, undoubtedly, 
tn the right to propose any object to gentlemen's 
eoBsideration, excepting the point immediately be-^ 
fore them j^-^to talk to them as a wool-comber, as a 
l»av]gator, as a potter, of a philosopher, or in any 
character but &at of a member of the house of 
eommons, aivxious for the credit and dignity of 
parliamenti ttn4 attentive to the preservation of 
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those coDstitatiodal forms which were the best se* 
carity for its privileges, and which were then, in 
fact; the only subject in debate^ The single part 
of his digressions in which he would follow the 
honorable gentleman, was the insinuation he had 
thrown upon his motives, in having introduced Ire* 
land as an object inseparably connected with the 
discussion of the present treaty. Mr. Sheridan de- 
fended his conduct in this respect, and commented 
on the expressions of another member (Mr. Hawkins 
Browne), who had said, that Ireland could not 
expect the same concession as France, from this 
country, because she had nothing to give in return ; 
and concluded with a declaration, that it was his 
intention to bring this subject regularly before the 
house, when an opportunity would be afforded to 
gentlemen to support their insinuations by argument 
if they could ; or a necessity to retract them upon 
conviction of their error. With regard to the ho- 
norable gentleman's allusion, to his being a self- 
appointed representative for Ireland, he should only 
say, that he trusted some credit would be given to 
his acting, independently of the influence of such a 
nomination ; otherwise he must observe that it was 
a fortunate circumstance, that if the kingdom of Ire- 
land had a representative in the British parliament, 
the lord lieutenant was possessed of the same pri- 
vilege; and he trusted that it would no more be 
suspected that he was influenced by prejudices in 
favor of the country he represented, than that the, 
honorable gentleman was directed by a servile ac- 
quiescence in the opinion of his noble constituent. 
Mr. Sheridan then entered into the original argu- 
ment which had been first suggested by him to th^ 
house, relative to the irregularity of proposing such 
an address as that which was desired to be voted ; 
enlarging upon his former arguments, and declaring 
that the real question was not whether the French 
treaty was desirable or otherwise ; but whether the 
Tital and essential privileges of parliament, con- 
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nected with their deliberative and legislative capa-* 
city, should be sacrificed as a mere matter of com- 
pliment at the foot of the throne. 

Mr. Sheridan ag'ain rose, and said, he meant to 
move a new question — the question of adjournment, 
in order that he might have an opportunity of pro^ 
posing a resolution upon the i^tubject of the extraor- 
dinary doctrines laid down by the Cha(ncellor of the 
Exchequer ; doctrines as new and as unconstitutional 
as were ever heard within those walls! If the 
right honorable gentleman had entertained the no* 
tion which he had just suggested to the house, the 
right honorable gentleman ought to have risen the 
other day, and declared that he did entertain such 
opinions, when he (Mr. Sheridan) had expressly 
said, that an address precluded the house from far- 
ther debate, and ought not, therefore, to be a mea- 
sure proposed, till every other step had been taken, 
and the house had given its final vote. By his 
silence, when he had thus talked of an address, the 
right honorable gentleman had given his assent to 
his argument. The right honorable gentleman had 
told the house, that he could produce a precedent 
for such an address as the present, and had instantly 
mentioned one of his own. This was the great fea- 
ture of the right honorable gentleman's adminstra- 
tion, which commenced in proceedings directly con- 
trary to the constitution, and had abounded with 
instances of outrage against it But he, neverthe- 
less, dared the right honorable gentleman openly to 
stand up and maintain, that an address, of the na- 
ture of that which the house had that night been 
called upon to vote, could be justified. And he 
would also mention one particular instance of the 
right honorable gentleman's conduct, which must 
cover him with shame and confusion ; and that was, 
his having two years ago persuaded that house to 
vote an address upon the report of the Irish propo- 
sitions; and two days afterwards the right honor- 
able gentleman cam.e down to that house, and 



314 [MA.BCH 7; 

brought in a bill^ the preamble of which contra^* 
dieted, and was widely different from the words of 
the report. Mr. Sheridan, after complaining of the 
right honorable gentleman for having charged a 
right honorable friend of his (Mr. Burke) with a 
recantation of principles and doctrines which he 
bad never avowed, but which had been avowed by 
another right honorable friend of his (Mr. Fox), 
concluded with declaring, that when th^ bill came 
to be read a first time, he would move to give his 
negative to the qiotion, on purpose to have the doc- 
trines of the right honorable gentleman fairly and 
fully discussed. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, if the right honorable 
gentleman persisted in denying that any member 
was not free to give his vote against a bill, after 
voting for an address of the nature of that then in 
question; he certainly would say no to the first 
reading of the bill, for the purpose of bringing the 
question fairly under discussion. 

The home dhnded m Mr, SkeritUmTi mMum qfan aJ^oigmmaU; 
^yt$ 160; n0€» 230. The main qtiesttat^uHutkmputand carried^ 
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COMMERCIAI. TKBATY WITH FRANCE* 

Mr, Fox, after a speech of considerahk UnRth, tnwed, '< Thai it 
is necesstay to declare, that no address from this hmtse to the throne 
can, m any degree, hind or pledge this haiue, in ih legislative eapa- 
eiiy, or ^ the sulfjsct's right of /kI^NomIiu* this hmse, lepcn any 
biU depending in parliament, although sueh oUl he founded tgnm, 
and conformable to, such an address, previously agreed to by the 
house/* — Mr. Pitt observed, as he could not admit the necessity of 
the motion, he wsM move, in order to negative the whole, to prefix 
ihe following words^ by way i^ amendment, m. '* Thatit is now no- 
eessary to fSelore,'* Sfc. 

Mr. Sh£:rti>an begged leave to caH to the 
recollection of the right honorable gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the lExeheqaer), that he had, on ia 
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former occasian, charged him (Mr. Pitt) with having 
not only brought in a bill diiSering in the vital part 
of the system, in the permanency of it, from the 
resolations grounded on the Irish propositions ; bat 
had asserted, that the Secretary in Ireland had also 
brought in a bill there, differing as much from the 
English bill ; and that the Chancellor of the Exefae* 
quer of Ireland had laid great stress in his argu- 
Qient, on the circumstance that the Irish bill did so 
essentially differ from the bill sent over from Eng- 
land. The right honorable gentleman had fo^rmerly 
said, he no longer i^onld consider himself as useful 
to his country, if he conld not carry the measure 
respecting Ireland through. Mr. Sheridan ridi- 
culed some words which, he declared, he had taken 
down, as the re.ison assigned by the right honorable 
gentleman in justification of the address, viz. that 
such a visionary and abominable stile of argument 
had been taken by opposition against the com- 
mercial treaty, that it became necessary, as soon as 
possible, to carry the resolutions up to the throne 
with an address, in order to convince the people 
that parliament was not swayed by such sort of 
argument. The considerable majority the treaty 
had been carried by, might (Mr. Sheridan said) 
sufficiently have operated to shew, that, however, 
forcible the arguments of his right honorable friend 
bad intrinsically been, they had not been allowed to 
have much weight within those walls. Since, how- 
ever, so new a reason to justify an address had been 
stMed, he would advise the right honorable gentle- 
man, another time, not to rest the justification of 
'his address upon a casual intimation in the course 
of bis speech, but to confess the fact, and to declare 
it in express words in the preamble of the address 
Itself He should not, theretore, wonder to see very 
shortly an address beginning thus : " Whereas the 
right honorable Charles James Pox has used certain 
al^minable argaments, of a nature tending to con- 
nrince the public of the fallacy of flie measures now 
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>Ursuing," &c. &c. &c. Mr. Sheridan now begged 
eave to notice what the right honorable gentleman 
lad said of noinorities ; and declared that the right 
lonorahle gentleman had been in the only situation 
in a minority, that could make a man's voting in a 
minority contemptible, viz. the holding his office as 
Chancellor, of the Exchequer, and, nevertheless, 
voting in a minority. Such a situation was not 
cmly contemptible, but unconstitutional ; besides it 
proved that, great even as his respect for majorities, 
and ardent as his love for them was, his love of 
office was greater; since the fact established, be* 
yond all possibility of contradiction, that possession 
of office was his first of all objects. Mr. Sheridan at 
length returned to the immediate question, which 
he particularly pressed upon the house, instancing 
the general mode of proceeding all through the bu- 
siness ; and in particular the blending the two sub- 
jects, the resolutions respecting the French treaty, 
and the resolutions relative to the consolidation of 
duties, in one bill„ as unanswerable proofs that it 
was right to come to some general resolution, in 
order to guard the constitution against dangerous 
and (as his right honorable friend had asserted) un- 
necessary innovation ; for the address could not for- 
ward the carrying the treaty into effect a single 
day, because it could neither open our ports to 
French ships, lower the duties, or in any degree 
whatsoever smooth the way to the opening of a 
commercial intercourse. Such a resolution could 
not, in theiirst instance, be denied to be true; and 
if that were universally admitted, could any one 
time be assigned as a more fit moment for puttings 
it upon their Journals, than that moment immedi- 
ately after their having voted an unconstitutional 
address to the crown ; and after the contradictory 
conduct of the right honorable gentleman, who had, 
in the early progress of the business, argued as if it 
were right to pledge the house ; and had asked what 
reason could be assigned, why it should not be 
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pledged^ after having so far considered the resolu* 
tions, and approved of them ? But finding that such 
doctrines shackled his favorite majority, and that it 
v^as likely to diminish, he had in a late debate 
changed his note ; and at an advanced time of the 
night, in a most equivocal speech, argued that the 
address only pledged those who were prepared to 
be pledged ; but that it did not pledge gentlemen 
who did not choose to admit they were pledged. 
This sort of double-edged speech Ought to be iixed' 
to some certain standard ; and the resolution that his 
right honorable friend had moved, Mr, Sheridan 
said, would have that effect. 

The question qf the amendment was then put and carried : and 
afterwards the main question, so amended, was put ; when the num- 
iersukre^ayesWZ; iu«sl88. 
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COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH FRANCE. 

Mr. Pitt moved, *\ That the duty of excise on brandy shmdd he . 
'4s. 3d*pereallon ; which, unth the 9d. ahready imposed in the cm^' 
torn, wcvlamake it 6s. per gallon. 

Mr. Sheridan, laraeated that it was not in.hia 
power to entertain the same sanguine hopes of the 
right honorable gentleman's scheme which be. had 
been himself ready to. declare he entertained ; and 
one reason why he was inclined to put the less con-» 
fidence in it, was, that he . recollected that the right 
honorable gentleman had, two years since, come down 
and proposed a reduction of the duty on the home 
distillery, stating, that .he possessed the same san- 
guine Jiopes that it would tend to add considerably 
to the revenue ; and yet the very next year he bad 
found that bis expectations failed him; and had been 
obliged to put the duties ,on again. It was much to 
be lamented, that the. right honorable gentleman had 
not be;en able to get . the accounts of the. computed 
quaiitity of brandies smuggled into this country^ 
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upon which ha had rested all his arffomeDts in sup* , 
port of the present measure, before l£e conclusion of 
the commercial treaty with France. By that treaty 
Great Britain had stipulated to lower the duty on 
brandy to 7s. per gallon ; whereas the right honor^ 
able gentlcBoan now thought himself warranted to 
lower the duty to 5s. per gallon. Had the accounts 
therefore of tne quantity of smuggled brandy been 
before obtained, the right honorable gentleman 
would have had something in hand, as it were, to 
treat with ; and consequently could have treated to 
iliore advantage ; . as France would certainly have 
given an equivalent for the benefit of having her 
brandies imported into Great Britain upon so low a 
duty as 5s. per gallon^ The right honorable gen- 
tleman had built his expectations of regaining the 
200,000/. a year defalcation of the revenue, which 
the scheme of lowering the duty to 5s. would, in the 
first instance, occasien, upon a larger quantity of 
brand V, which woukTin consequence be legally im« 
ported; and, of course, the greater quantity of duty 
whic^ would be paid ; but atthough he had talked 
satiigmnely about thit^r, he bad declared that he would ' 
not risk the loss of the 200,000/. entirely, but would 
ensure a shai« of it, by an addition of charge upon 
Uie licenses to be taken out by the rc^l venders ef 
spirits. To the right hpnoiiable gentleman's reason* 
ing; that it would Send to pnspefve the nsorals of the 
lower Older of Ae peo]^, hy putting a check apon 
their practice of drain<-driiiking, he was very ready 
to stfbsciibe ; ns e^ery gentleman wnst wish such m 
petnficious practice abolished, if it wera possible ; 
nut he 4$ould not he^ observing, that tiie rigitt fami. 
geiitlein«in*s two arguments dKl not run wdltoge* 
msr, viz. by lowering the duties on horandy, the 
fcfantity legally imported would considerably itt- 
crease, and roence the revenue weuM acqnip&'mucfa ; 
and that it was nevertheless at the same f»sie riglit 
to make an addition to^ llie charge pMd for licences^ 
ill oi4er to check and k^iep d(Wn tke comutnptiei^ 



1787.} S19 

He did not believe that the planters and merckanti^ 
of tibe British West-India islands, would be at all sa^ 
tisfied with the distinction the right honorable g«n*» 
deman bad declaa?ed it was his indention to make, 
between the duties on French brandy, and on rnm^ 
the produce of the British West-India islands. The 
diffin'ence of Is. was by no means enough to enable 
our rums to stand a competition with the French 
brandies ; and that it n^cEsnot, he believed tibe righthan. 
gei^eman would bear from gentlemen, more com* 
petent to speak on the subject than he could pretend 
to be. There was one point, however, to which he 
mfBst expect to receive some answer ; and that was, 
whether the right honorable gentleman meant to 
make any reduction on the malt distillery of thki 
country ? Upon that head the right honorable gen«» 
tieman bad been wholly silent, though it certainly 
. was material ; as the great redaction of the duties 
on brandies must necessarily affect the consumption 
of home-made mah spirits very considerably. He 
did hope, therefore, that the right honorable gentle- 
man would give him some answer upon that essential 
point. He alluded to the language of the Chan* 
cellorof the Exchequer, respecting the effect which 
the commutation act would, in all probafaflity^ have 
on the smuggling of brandy ; and, aft^ mu^^h rea^ 
soning upon it, to prove that the right hojnorable 
gentleman's expectations at that time had failed, 
ne concluded with repeating his[ declaration, that 
so far from entertaining siangnine hopes of the suc- 
cess of the present nreasure, as the right hofiorahle 
gentleman had professed to do, he thou&^ht very 
diflferently, and md not believe that it would succee4 
at all, 

IVAST-INBIA AFFAIRS. 

Afr. DenrnOer mavtd^ ** that cofUM ^ aUordaa teat cui btt-She 
Directors of the East-India Company, since the year 1784, /or* 
bidding the servants in India to correspond with their frtehJs ni 
home relative to the affairs of the East-India Company: together 
wUh copies of all noHficaJtions of the said orders m India," bt IM 
before the house. Mr. Dundas having oppossed the motion^ 
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'"Mr. Sheridan answered, thai th^ contents of the' 
paper proved, that under the idea of enforcing a 
particular order, particularly confined to the confi-* 
dential servants, and those in places of special trust ; 
an advantage had been taken by the board of control ; 
and an order had been sent out, under the sanction 
of which, all the company's servants of every descrip- 
tion had been generally interdicted from writinj^ to 
their private Iriends at home, any account o^ or 
opinion upon, the affairs of the company transact- 
ing in India. [Mr. Dundas desired the honorable 
gentleman to recollect the words of the paper.] Mr. 
Sheridan said, if he had the paper to refer to, he 
was satisfied he could convince the house that the 
true construction of it was very different from that; 
put upon it by the right honorable and learned gen- 
tleman. The paper being upon this handed across 
the table to Mr. Sheridan, he began to read the con- 
tents, and to comment, as he proceeded, with a view 
io fix its meaning to his argument. He contended, 
that the preamble of the order stated, that it was ne- 
cessary to enjoin the confidential servants of the, 
company in India to secrecy ; and that after it bad 
been so stated, the order in itself was general, and 
equally binding upon all the servants of the com- 
pany, of whatever description. 

Mr, Pitthawng oho opposed the fMiwih 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the right honorable 
gentleman had assigned a very singular reason for 
pbjecting to the motion ; and this was, not that he 
bad any wish that the papers should not be put upon 
Ijie. table ; but because he would not, by suffering the 
motion to pass, give a sanction to the arguments 
advanced by that side of the house, in proof that the 
order ought not to have been sent to India. 

The queitianwaspiUp and the hmm dividedi aye$20 ; noee 04. . 
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April 2, 

VROCfiEBINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS,* . 

On the 19th oj Fehrum-y Mr, Burke observed^ that the hmse 
having now solemnly declared upon two charges of high and atro- 
eiausaelinquency^ that they contained Jit grounds of impeachment ; 
the sooner they resorted to the antient mode of proceeding^ by a vote 
of impeachment^ the better. Ihe proper steps might thm be taken 
for preventing the party impeached from ^tting the kingdom, re- 
movh^ his property, alienating any sums of money, or adopting any 
ether means to evade the ends ofju^ice. There was one circumstance 
he should mention that pointed out this, or some other proceeding of 
the sort» as absolutely necessary, viz. That it was confidently re^ 
ported that another gentleman from India, strongly implicated in 
the transactions of Mr, Hastings, and against wnem proceedings of 
a serious nature would soon be instituted, had, within a short time, 
sold out of the public funds property to the amount of 50,000/. 
M^or Scott misapprehending that it was intended to insinuate that 
belonged to Mr, Hastings, got up to assure the house 
' Clare 



that he had no concern in it ; and to declare upon his honor, that 
from the information he possessed relative to the qffiairs of Mr. Hast- 
ings, he could not take upon him to assert that his whole fortune did 
not exceed 50,000/. Mr. Pitt defended the mode of proceeding 
adopted by the house, and did not conceive they could with any pro- 
priety resort to any other. The day following the house btin^ m a 
committee on the changes, Mr. Dundas said,, that as notice had been 
given that a charge of a serious nature would be brought forward 
f^ainst Si$' Ely ah Impey, he would suggest to those concerned in 
the prosecution, that it would be inconsistent icith the justice, the 
candor, and the benevolence of that house, to call and examine a gen- 
tleman as a witness at the bar, and then to make his evidence the 
ground of future crimination against himself . Mr. Burke observed it 
was impossible for those who had brought forward the prosecution of 
Mr. Hastings, to think of losing the advantage of that person's tes- 
timonies who had been the intimate confidant ^ the principal culprit. 
Sir Elijah knew, undoubtedly, too much of law, to answer any ques- 
tions which might tend to criminate himself; and those who were to 
examine him would never insist on his answerisur questions of such a 
tendency. Mr. Pitt agreed in this opinion/but thought that the 
witness should have such notice of the intended charge as might tend 
to put him on his guard, Mr. Burke assented to this proposition, 
and therefore moned^ *' That !Sir Elffah Impey be called in, and that 
the chairman be instructed to inform hink, that it was possible that a 
criminal enquiry may be instituted against himself, on the ground oj 
extra-official intelligence, and his general conduct in India ; and that 

* Abstract of proceedings contioued from that under the head 
of February 8. 

vol- 1. Y 



9Zi [abrxi. 2, 

the subjiect on which he was (hen to he examined tnay lead to proceed- 
ings connected with such an enqwrff.*' To this Sir Elijah replied, 
" That as he was conscious of no guilt, and as there was no part of 
his conduct which he would wish to secrete, tkiB notice would make 
no difference in his wishes to give the committee the fullest informa- 
iion^ He then underwent a kng examintOkvi respecting the Iran* 
sactions with the Nabob of Farruckabad^ 

On the 2d of March Mr. T. Pelham opened the fourth charge, the 
sulffeet of which was, the corrupt and oppressioe conduct rf Mr. 
Hastings towards the Nabob of Farruckabad. The committee de^ 
eided upon this question, ayes 1 12 ; noes 50. On the I6th of March 
the charge relative to contracts and salaries was opened by Sir 
James hrskine. Mr. Pitt immediately followed^ ftir the purpose^ as 
he said, tf bringing the question withiu a narrower compass, and 
consequently shortening thedebate^ The charge, he observed, might 
he ditided into three distinct parts* The first, relating to the &»• 
travagant terms of the contracts, and the molaUon of the c€sn^ny!s 
orders in making them; the second, to the increased sedarytoShr 
EyreCooie; and the third, to the unwarrantable excess of the eitdl 
sapenditure during his administration. He concluded by moving an 
amendment to the present motion, which, if it should be adopted by 
the kous% would leave him at liberty to vote for the general question. 
Bis amendment was to add the following words to the motion ;--" In 
respect to the contract for bullocks in 1779^ that fo9* opium in 1781, 
and to the increased salary of Sir Eyre Cootc^-^Mr. Burke ad- 
wrtinp to this amendment, said, he conceived himself indispensaify 
bound to endeavor to re-amend, hy inserting several other material 
parts of the charge, Tlifi committee divided, firstupon Mr. Burke's 
amenwnent, which was carried by a majority of nine ; and then umn 
the main question, which W€sy:arried by a, majority of thirty four • 
On the 22a of March, after a warm altercation between Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Pitt, relative to the production of some improper and trra^ 
levant evidence before the committee by the former, Mr, Windham 
opened the sixth charge respectu^ Fyzoolakkm, the Rqfah of Ram- 
pore. The committee divided ; for the question 86; against it 97. 
The house being resumed, Mr. Pitt expressed his Ufish, that before 
the house adjourned, a daymight be fixed for bringing up the report 
of the commiHee; and in consequence, Monday, the 2d of April was 
chosen. Upon that day, previous to the brh^fing ftp of the report^ 
Mr. Sheridan opened the seventh chiwge^ relative to the corrupt re- 
ceiving of bribes askd presents* 

Mr. Shbrid AN roi^ and desired that a clause of 
the act of 1773 might be read; It was accordingly 
read, as follows: — ** No govemor-g'eneral, nor any 
of the council, shall, directly or indirectly, accept, 
receive, or take, from any person or persons, or 
on any account whattstoever, any present, giftj do- 
nation, gratuity or reward, pecuniary or otherwise. 
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or any prpmise of eagagement for any of the afore- 
said/* 

The preceding abstract having been read, Mr. 
Sheridan begged leave to call to the recollection 
of the committee the favor which a right honorable 
friend (Mr. Burke) had conferred upon him, when 
he informed them that it was his (Mr. Sheridan's) 
intention to use as much brevity in opening the 
charge upon the subject of the presents, as possible. 
In this declaration bis right honorable friend had 
certainly spoken his sentiments ^ and as a pai*t of 
the evidence given durin$r the course of the preced- 
ing Friday, threw a decided light upon some of the 
facts which were, previously to the intervention of 
that complete elucidation, in some degree, obscured 
and doubtful; he felt, with redoubled force, his 
early and indisputable conviction, that brevity and 
perspicuity were the only matters necessary to im« 
print the truth of the i^e\s contained in the charge 
upon the perceptions^ of the committee; and to 
press home to their minds a lively and indignant 
sense of the enormity of the crimes of Mr. Hast* 
ings, as exemplified in these several and distinctly 
alleged accusations, if either the one or the other 
point remained yet to be accomplished. Honored, 
upon a former occasion, with the almost unprece* 
dented indulgence of the committee, he would not 
offer so ungrateful a return to the liberality of their 
feelings, as to suppose that they would not do him 
the justice to believe that it was far indeed from any 
great willingness on bis part that he had been in* 
dueed to trespass^ a second time upon their patience; 
but, when he remembered that it would ill become 
him to refuse his feeble aid to those who had, with 
equa} zeal, in this momentous cause, stepped forward, 
as much as it was possible, under the inevitable rer 
straints of an attention divided by occupations mor« 
multiplied and varied than his own ; — when he con* 
side red the importance of the proceeding with re* 
q^t to the impeachment of Mr. Sastingfi jr^whea 

Y 2 
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he reflected how much the character of that house 
and its honor, and (what was still more material) 
the honor and the justice of the country, were im- 
plicated in the business ; — when he consulted his own 
serious and sincere feelings on the subject— he could 
not refuse to lend himself to the occasion, and dis- 
charge his duty, by exerting his best endeavors to 
accelerate the progress of tbis^ interesting business, 
by assisting to draw it nearer to that conclusion, of 
which the distance appeared, at last, considerably 
diminished. The subject which, at present^ de- 
manded an investigation, was necessarily much 
colder and drier than that whicti^ upon a preceding 
occasion, he had been so liberally permitted to state 
to the committee. No horrible accounts of the 
sacrilegious plunder of defenceless parents, were 
now to be addressed to their painfully-excited no- 
tice; no enumeration of barbarities, peipetrated 
against the aged and guiltless mothers by their un- 
natural offspring ; — but the narration was neverthe- 
less equally, if not still more important ; as it went 
to establish the stubborn fact, that corruption 
had been the leading principle of all the actions 
of Mr. Hastings in India ! — though Heaven forbid 
that Mr. Hastings should prove guilty to the extent' 
set up by his friends, in what hacl been denominated 
his defence ! Perhaps more hostile, than truly ser- 
viceable, was the anxiety with which the advocates 
of this gentleman met the deserved attack upon his 
flagrantly-reprehensible administration in the East 
Indies. They seemed mortally to have wounded 
the cause, by the raish eagerness which the v disco-* 
vered to support it; and by the firmness with which 
they were determined to bring resistance against 
every endeavor to assail it. They appeared unwilling 
to admit, that Mr.Hastings in India was a man of un- 
bounded power; and that by this power he kept the! 
whole body of natives in awe and terror. Once, 
indeed, (Mr. Sheridan added,) he thought him free 
from the vices of avarice and corruption ; but, novfi 
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he. had changed his opinion. These most unforttt-^ 
nate vindicators— themselves demolishing their own 
frail plans of exculpation*— had, indeed^ already an- 
ticipated the accusation in that house; and in no 
particular did their zeal so far outstrip their discre« 
tion. Such rash defenders of his conduct— raware 
that scarcely any attainment was wanting except a 
conviction of the receipt of presents, and of an ac- 
cumulation of private douceurs, to blacken the cata- 
logue of his crimes, and to destroy all those pre- 
tensions which could in the minds of men soften 
their asperitv, and allay their indignation at his 
enormities; had violently affirmed that Mr. Hast- 
ings did not amass treasures for his own use — was 
not corrupt for interested purposes; and although, 
perhaps, improvident and profuse, waa not mer- 
cenary; and, by a natural consequence, not rich. 
But it indispensably behoved them to go beyond 
the frivolous attempt to establish such posi- 
tions by mystierious excuses, and language so 
implicated, as to become nearly unintelhs^ible. 
They should have placed their vindications of him 
upon the broad and immoveable comer-stone of 
truth; upon down-right fair and absolute proofs; 
and this the more especially, because, if the points 
for which they, with so blind a vehemence had 
contended, were open to the admission of proofs, 
the means of introducing them were certainly 
in. their power. Vainly, indeed, had these impru- 
dent friends of Mr. Hastings exerted the faculties 
of their invention, to puzzle and to confound the 
mind — ^nor was it astonishing that such extraordi- 
nary pains had proved the cause of raising a 
proportionate suspicion ; for in this, as in the gene- 
rality of similar instances, when genius became 
racked under the consciousnet^s of guilt, the 
ardor of defence left its propriety at an irrecover- 
able and shameful distance. There was an infir- 
mity-ra weakness — a something not to be described 
in human nature, which almost insensibly, led 
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men to think less of ihe foibles, or the crimes of 
8ttch individuals, livhilst it could foe proved tbey 
had not been actuated by mercenary motives ;— 
that tiiey had not proceeded upon a principle of 
personal avarice; and that the increase of their own 
private property had not been the object of either 
their rapacity, or tbeir oppression. Swayed and 
infloenced by ^is sort of weakness, Mr. oheridan 
declared he had been among those, who, at one 
time, conceived that Mr. Hastings was not stimu- 
lated in his conduct, as Governor-General, by any 
view to his own emolument; and that his fortune 
was trifling, compared with the advantages which 
feil within his power. But the more close and 
minute investigation which it was his duty to aj^ly 
to the facts contained in the charge, had completely 
altered his opinion ; and he scarcely harboured even 
th^ slightest doubt of being able to satisfy the 
conjimittee, thaA Mr. Hastings had all along go- 
verned his conduct by corruption, as gross and 
determined, as his oppression and injustice had 
proved severe and galling. In reviewing hi« con- 
duct, he had found it to spring from a wild, 
eccentric, and irregular mind. He had been every 
thing by fits and starts. — Now proud and lofty j 
now mean and insidious; now generous; now just; 
now artful; now open; — now deceitful; now de- 
cided;— in pride, in passion, in every thing chang«- 
aUie, except in corruption. In corruption he haid 
piHWed uniform, systematic, and methodical; — his 
rev^ng^ a tempest, a tornado, blackening, in gusts 
of pride, (Aie hoiri^on of his dominion ) and carrying 
all before it. 

Mr. Sheridan added, that whilst he relied 

ri the power of exposing, fully to tlie view of 
committee, the criminal proceedings of Mr. 
Hastings; he could not avoid observing, that the 
mature of his private transactions was such as 
rendered it, lA ^eoei^al, extremely difficult to drug 
tiiem out itfto a Mi iiglft. They l»?ere tiia deeds 
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of privacy, enveloped in a cloud of mystery* Thd 
conaeiittee (Mr. Sheridan said) would pi^se to 
recdlect the history of the act of 1773, whicft 
was passed with a view to deliver the princes of 
India^ and the nadves in g-eneral, from the con- 
saqueDces of the rapacity of the cofnpasiy's ser- 
vaaits. They must well reoaeaibe^ that it did, 
in the most clear atid comprehensive terms which 
could be devised, prohibit all the said servants 
from Teceiving any present, gift, or 4ionatio(n, in 
any manner, or on any accomit whatsoever. That 
act, when it left the house of comibons in the form 
of a bill, had no clause in it, autiiorizing' the 
institotixm of a civil snit; but m«i^ly contained 
the authority and grounds of criminal prosecution 
of the parties accused of having violated positive 
injunctions. When the biil, however, ^ame into 
the house of lords, allhou^h the commons had 
been satisfied with the fair prospect of a future 
security, and prevention of the evil which it held 
cut; a noble earl, of the highest law authority, 
(Earl Mansfidd) expressed a different opinion; 
and had deeined it so necessary to take all possible 
B^eans of putting a stop to a practice so oppressive 
to the natives of India, and so disgraceful to the 
British name and character, that he inserted a clause, 
declaring that all presents accepted by the com^ 
pany^s servants, on any account whatsoever. Were 
the property of the company ; not meaning it as a 
fund for their benefit, Imt only in order to found a 
legal title to a civil suit, upon what is termed a &c^ 
tion of law. Thus strengthened, the bill passed^ 
and went out to India. The construction, however, 
which Mr. Hastings put upon it was, that, by the 
regulating act of I77d, he remained at liberty to 
receive money, provided that it was to and for the 
use of the company ; and, under this construction^ 
he didf in a variety of instances, violate as clear and- 
obvious an act of parliament as ever had passed—* 
an ^M^t of parliament^ concerning the legal meaning 
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of i^hicb, he (Mr «• Sheridan) was persuaded there 
was scarcely a lawyer in the house who would stand 
ifp and declare, that he had at amy time entertained 
the smallest doubt, or felt the least difficulty. It 
might be most unanswerably proved, from the words 
of Mr. Hastings, that even he, notwithstanding his 
ungovernable infringement of so positive and. plain 
a law, considered the act as amounting, under, all 
descriptions whatsoever, to an absolute prohibition. 
When Colonel Champion, in his letter written to 
this gentleman, requested to know from him whe-^ 
ther he should be justified in receiving a present 
ofiered to him, the Governor-General answered, that 
the act was so strict and specific in its injunction, as- 
to admit of no palliative — of no discretion on the 
part of the conduct of the servants of the East India 
Company; that it was so plain, it could not be 
misinterpreted; and so strict, it could not be in- 
fringed. And surely (said Mr. Sheridan) it .wa» 
with this view only that the act was carried into a 
law by the British legislature, who could not mean 
to transfer to the company ,the exclusive privilege 
of that injustice, from which its servants were so 
strictly prohibited? It was a libel on the parlia«* 
ment, to think they could intend to confer such an 
illegal and despotic power. Mr. Hastings had also 
ventured, to ask, whether, under the penalties de-^ 
nounced in the clause, it could, with the least sha* 
dow of reason, be concluded that, if he designed ta 
yiplate it by recovering money for his own private 
use, he would either select as his agents the public 
officers of the £ast India Company-r^all. men of 
established characters, — or pay the sums which, he 
meant to appropriate to his own purposes into the 
treasury of the company-?. A totally overthrowing, 
answer to this question would be involved in thet 
proofs nov^ ready to be ofiered to the committee, 
that Mr. Hastings bad not suffered all the little 
sums which he took privately, either to pass througli 
the hand^ of tlie public officers, of the Ea^tln^a 
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Company, Or to be paid into the treasury. On seve- 
ral occasions he employed bis own agents ; — if not,^ 
where was the possibility of accounting for his de- 
claration to the Court of Di)*ectors, that the receipt 
of three lacks from Nobkissen might, if he had 
thought proper, have been concealed from their 
knowledge for ever? And thus it was that, with a 
disrespectful haughtiness, Mr. Hastings took the 
liberty toaipbraid and censure the directors of the 
Sast India Company, for ever taking his conduct 
into consideration ; or questioning him in respect to 
that tvhich they had a right to know. He, besides; 
libelled them with the intimation that, unless they 
would connive at his keeping his share, they should 
not participate in the plunder. He urged them to 
say — " For taking the money, you are censurable j 
but, in applying it to our use, you are deserving of 
praise." And such would virtually be their decla- 
ration (a species of logic well calculated to set his 
mind at rest ! ) if they granted him, on this head, 
that full and direct acquittal which he claimed and 
expected. Besides his plea of the construction of 
the act, which he set up in opposition to the obvious 
meaning of it, he vindicated himself in the trans^^ 
gression of hii$ orders from the Court of Directors, 
whenever their.sense could not be twisted, by the 
arguments of state-necessity. This necessity, bow- 
ever, which goes so far as to supersede all positive 
instructions, should be evident as well as urgent ; — 
Mr. Hastings never attempted to prove the exist* 
ence of the necessity. The doctrine bf state-neces- 
sity, assigned in every case — this new and firm ally 
of self-interested rapaciousness — was not to be re- 
ceived on the present occasion ; the point in ques- 
tion would not warrant thf* excess of his presump- 
tion, when pleading in the defence of his violation 
of a positive law* Whatever Mr. Hastings might 
have, done with the money so extorted, was out of 
the qpipstion ; — if he had applied it properly, the 
measure might be suffered to come forward here- 
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after in extentlation of his gailt ; -InA, m the mean 
time, the committee were to look to his disobedi^ 
cnce of orders — to his infringement of the act of 
parliament! Under this view of the procedure, it 
must be manifest, that every rupee which he re- 
ceived was taken in full defiance of the law ; and 
that an action would lie against him for the reco-* 
very of the penalties. Much had been imputed by 
him to the generosity of the natives. He did not 
question this virtue in the natives of Hindostan, 
neither did he doubt the expeitness of Mr. Hastings 
in working upon it most elSectually ; for, with so 
much power in his hands — with an army of fifty or 
sixty thousand men — he had most certainly the 
means of exciting in their breasts the flame of be« 
nevolenoe ! As to the facts of corruptly taking pre- 
sents, they naturally divided themselves into two 
heads : those which preceded the regulating act of 
1773, and those which subsequently had arisen. fiEe 
would beg^in with the latter, as they were more 
likely to elucidate the whole charge ; and, first, he 
would mention the present of the year 1780, of two 
lacks of rupees, received of Cheit Sing, by the 
hands of his confidential servant Buxey SadaiHmd. 
The present was received in June, but never men« 
tionea to the directors until the relation of th^ 
circumstances formed a part of the contents in 
Mr. Hastings's letter of November in the same 
year; and then it was not stated from whom the 
money came. In his defence, Mr. Hastings had, 
for the first time at the bar of the house, deposed 
that the money came from Cheit Sing; and that 
acknowledgment had, perhaps, been occasioned 
by his having learnt that an honorable member 
(Major Scott) had previously declared, when under 
examination before the select committee, that the 
money came from Cheit Sing. Mr. Sheridan 
now read Major Scott's examination; and com- 
menting upon it, observed, that in one of the 
answers the honorable gentleman declared, he 
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believed Cheit Sing and the other native princes^ 
VFOuld miicfa rather give Mr. Hastings a present 
of two or more lacks of rupees, than pay tneni to 
the companj;, as part of their debt to the British 
^ovemment ; a position which clearly proved (not 
the generosity of the native princes, but) that the 
governtneilt 4f India was founded upon a system 
of corniption. But, such (it had been urged) 
were «be prejudices of the people 1 — Could it be 
seriousliy imagined (and this at a time whilst, as he 
should beg leave to impress again and again upon 
Ike minds of the committee; fiv^ lacks of ropees 
ivere due from tiiat Rajah to the East India Com^ 
pany;) that, although tlie acceptance of the gift 
of the two lacks of rupees by the Governor-General' 
of Benfi^al, was not, perhaps, attehded with e pro- 
mise of a relaxaition in tne enforceDvent of die 
company's demand, no JHendly and deducing hint 
had been given of so generous a design? A raw 
and artless negociaitor might not, indeed, have 
thouglit of any compromise ; but have pursued the 
obvious line of conduct to one not half initiated 
into the practices of extortion. — Such ignorance 
of the truo methods of procedure could no^ without 
injustioe, be imputed to Mr. Hastings 1 The boon 
with which this gentleman was privately pre- 
sented, did not, however, divert his mdefatigabiy 
faithful z^l from the prosecotion of the demand 
of the Eaist India Company ; y^ at the same time, 
it must be confessed, so raluable a gift was no 
inconsiderable drawback from the peconiarr 
powers of the Kajah to satisfy snch a demand. 
And, indeed, the facility with wbtch this plandei'ed 
individual was made to submit to private extortion, 
only render^ him a more convement tool to work 
upon in every case of public depredaition. Two 
lacks of rupees might be considered merely as a 
palatable wbelt to the voracity of bis appetite; 
£d mo« «oney wa. ^ greal c«re m.^V for 
an inveterate diswder ; when that wretched invalid, 
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Sir Elijah Impey, underwent a dangerous and most 
fatiguing journey, purely for the benefit of his 
health ! With regard to the readiness of the native 
princes, to make presents ; let a Governor-General, 
possessed of all the powers of government, and 
at the head of an army consisting of 60,000, and 
sometimes of 100,000 men, led and commanded 
by European officers, throw himself on the bounty 
of a people ; and doubtless, (as he before remarked) 
an unbounded spirit of benevolence would prevaiL 
•^But to return to the present of Cheit Sing. 

In his defence, Mr« Hastiness declared, that in 
1780, he had formed the plan of drawing Mhadajee 
Scindia from Guzzerat,to the defence of nis own do- 
minions, in hopes of laying the foundation of peace 
with the Mahrattas ; but that the plan had been op- 
posed by an honorable gentleman (Mr. Francis) <m 
account of the additional expense which it would 
occasion. About that time, Cheit Sing sent his cour 
fidential servant, Buxey Sadanund, to Calcutta, to 
endeavour to- procure a remission of the payment of 
the annual sum of five lacks of rupees, which the 
board had fixed as his proportion of the expenses of 
the war. That request, Mr. Hastings peremptorily 
refused ; but assured Sadanund, that on the restora- 
tion of peace, the annual subsidy of five lacks should 
be discontinued. Sadanund wrote to his master, and 
received a commission from him to give Mr. Hastings 
the strongest assurances of his future obedience and 
submission to the orders of government ; and he was 
farther directed to request his (Mr. Hastings's) ac*- 
ceptance of two lacks of rupees as a present for him-^ 
self. His reply was, that lie cordially received his 
submission and assurances of obedience ; but that he 
must absolutely refuse his present, which he did* 
This (Mr. Sheridan said) was a sentence in which 
the words, as the fact afterwards proved, were a 
lUtk transposed ; for the truth was,.that Mr. Has- 
tings cordially received the present, and absolutely 
refused to accept Cheit Sing's submission andobcT 
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dience; since, it appeared, that on the 20th, Mr. 
Hastings sent for Sadanund, and told him he had 
re-considered his master's offer, and would accept the 
two lacks of rupees ; and the very next day (the 21st') 
he entered the minute under the authority of whicn 
the persecution of that unfortunate prince was be- 

gun, and from whence it was pursued to his ruin, 
^ther men, perhaps, dissimilar in their views and 
temper from Mr. Hastings, might have deemed it 
necessary to return t^e gift at the commencement of 
hostilities against the Rajah : but the Governor-Gene- 
ral, still inviolably faithful to the great principle of 
his system of peculation, resolved not to lower his 
importance by giving back that money which he 
had once so condescendingly agreed to accept ! And, 
here, his proud and surly dignity broke out in all 
its plenitude ! Having taken a sum against law, al- 
though the purpose for which he grasped at it was 
frustrated, he scorned either to acknowledge the fact, 
or to relinquish the money. The reason of this was 
obvious. Finding Cheit Sing so easy a dupe to pri- 
vate extortion, Mr. Hastings instantly marked him 
out as an object for public plunder. Having stated 
this transaction, Mr. Sheridan took notice of (what 
he stiled) the strange manner in which Mr. Hastings 
had acted with respect to this present. To read the 
whole of the correspondence with gravity, was, he 
declared, utterly impossible ; for such a mixture of 
the diverting and the disgusting, appeared in almost 
every letter, that the effect was at once most 
laughably ludicrous, and most seriously alarming. 
But, he would just turn to an extractor two relative 
to the case in point. Mr. Sheridan then read a part 
of Mr. Hastings's letter of Novenaber 1780, as fol- 
lows : ** My present reason for reverting to my own 
conduct on the occasion which I have mentioned,'' 
(his offering a sum of money for the company's ser- 
vice) " is to obviate the false conclusion, or pur- 
posed misrepresentations, which may be made of it, 
either as an artifice of ostentation, or the effect of 
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corrupt influence^ by assuring, yoa, that the money, 
by wnatever means it came into my possession^ was 
not my own/' Mr. Sheridan commented on this» 
and then stated the conduct of the directors respects 
ingr it, in all whose letters concerning presents, were 
(he said) to be found declarations to this effect, 
*^ forasmuch as you have taken presents, we greatly 
disapprove of your conduct ; but, inasmuch as you 
have applied those presents to the credit of our ac- 
count, we highly approve of your conduct." (t 
seemed evident that, upon one occasion, nine lacks 
of rupees had been received, and only six lacks 
brought into the treasury of Calcutta : the remain* 
ing three were not yet accounted for; unless it 
could be thought a sufficient eli^cidation to declare 
that they were in the hands of Cantoo Baboo — ]k[i^. 
Hastings's black bribe broker. But, was it pro« 
bable that this man, absolutely dependent upon the 
6ovemor*General, and having amassed an imm^ise 
fortune under his auspices, could have retained so 
large a sum of money within his hands ? No ! sus- 
picion naturally, not to say unavoidably, turned 
round to the principal. Yet, in their letter of Jar 
nuary, 1783, the directors did not appear to be 
satisfied with Mr. Hastings's account of the whole 
proceeding, but pronounced it at once extraordinary 
and mysterious. That it was mysterious, w£^ un- 
doubtecUy true ; for in such facts as taking of pre- 
sents, and the mode of applying them to the com- 
pany's use, he would venture to assert that there 
could be no mystery without the excitement of a just 
suspicion of gmlt. The directors in their letter ob- 
served, *' It does not appear to us, that there could 
be any real necessity tor delaying to communicate 
to us immediate information of the channel by which 
the money came into Mr. Hastings's possession, 
with a complete illustration of the cause or cauise^ 
of so extraordinary, an event.'* And in the same let- 
ter, speaking of this sUm taken from Cheit Sing, and 
of otjaer monies of a similar deseription, they sai4, 
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^'We shall suspend our judgment, without approving 
in the least degree, or proceeding to censure the con-' 
duct of our Governor-General for this transaction."^ 
The next time the directors heard any thing 
more of this, was by a letter, dated the 22d of May^ 
1782, as Mr. Larkins had sworn; but not sent till the 
16th of December in the same year; and singular 
was the fate of this letter of the Governor-General, 
which had, in so extraordinarjf a manner been de- 
layed in India ! This letter, Mr. Larkins, with offi- 
cious care, would not deliver until the very moment 
in which the ship sailed, because he well recollected 
that letters had been either forgotten or mislaid, if 
givea to the captain long before the departure of 
the vessel. The Resolution was the last ship of the 
season dispatched for Europe ; but it was not suffi- 
ciently well manned to carry the Governor-General's 
letter, although the Governor-General declared, that 
hi^good genius had dictated its contents. The Resolu- 
tion was thought safe enough to bring him a rich 
freight, many valuable bills and bonds, and a va^ 
riety of important letters and dispatches ; but had 
the Govemor-Generars letter been put on board the 
vessel, such a weighty cargo would undoubtedly 
have sunk her to the bottom of the ocean. That 
packet could only be brought home securely in the 
liively. It should appear, therefore, that there was 
sometibing in the very name of the ship which lent 
the letter safety, and adapted itself to its style and 
contents : and yet this most unlucky letter appears, 
indeed, to have met with asrmany strange and unex- 
pected disappointments as that written by the mise«- 
rable Romeo, and intrusted to the care of Friar 
John. 

How equally unfortunate, also^ must it have 
proved, if the Lively had been absent upon any other 
station. Some impure article might probably have 
n^ade its way into the hold of the ill-maaned and 
crazy Resolution 1 The superstitious piety of Mn 
Larkinfify might, perhaps, haVe inclined him to ap* 
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prehendy that in such a case, the Resolution would 
have foundered — have sunk perhaps in the Ganges, 
-without even one convenient diving negro near to* 
rescue the important letter from the devouring 
waves ! Yet, even thus rescued, the letter might 
have suffered under a total and dreadfully irreme- 
diable obliteration of its interior contents, with not 
one single vestige of writing left, excepting the ad- 
dress : and, after all, (intrepid though the sailors 
are) the Resolution had not a crew sufficiently 

daring to venture upon carrying to England 

the Justification of Mr. Hastings ! 

On this occasion, it seemed fair to say, why not 
send the letter to Madras, for the chance of a ship 
from that settlement ? Mr. Larkins dispatched this 
letter from the country, and to Mr. Auriol, the Se- 
cretarv at Calcutta; yet, he would not touch it, but 
caused it to be returned, declaring that it ^ncas con- 
trary to the act of parliament for any of the com- 
pany's servants to write home to the directors. Thus 
it failed in one instance. Mr. Sheridan stated how 
it had failed in others, and traced all the circumstan- 
ces which had tended to impede its being dispatched 
by the Resolution, till just on the eve of its being 
sent away, Mr. Larkins advised Mr. Hastings to 
open it, in order to suffer him to make an affidavit, 
that it was written on the 22d of May ; and to let the 
affidavit accompany it. Mr. Larkins accordingly 
took an affidavit before Mr. Justice Hyde, that the 
letter had been written by him on the 22d of May, 
from rough draughts, furnished by Mr. Hastings. 
This was a proof that Mr. Hastings thought the let- 
ter of the most serious importance to himself ; and 
that it was extremely material for him to establish 
the fact, that it had not been written on the pressure 
of the suspicion, but that the mean imputation to 
which the delay exposed him, from the occasion 
which the late parliamentary inquiries had furnished, 
was a matter to be regarded by him as singularly 
unfortunate. Undoubtedly the run of much ill 
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luck had gone against him ; and so unpromising 
were appearances in his favor» that it did not require 
any great share of incredulity to suspect that the 
letter was written, not before, btit after he had heard 
of certain changes in the politics of this country ; 
which might make him at length adopt a new opi- 
nion, with respect to the best artifice for his own 
security; and conceive that a voluntary confession 
would prove one of the least fallible preservations 
from detection. The conduct of Mr. Larkins, most 
certainly, was suspicious ; and Mr. Sheridan said^ 
he trusted that no person would do him the injustice 
to conceive that he harboured cruel, and, of course, 
unworthv notions against mankind, when he ob- 
served that be saw the workings of gratitude so 
powerful in the hearts of individuals, as to eradicate 
every other feeling of duty. Mr. Larkins had taken 
the most extraordinary pams to acquit his friend and 
patron, Mr. Hastings. How well his efforts suc- 
ceeded, the committee must determine. Mr. She* 
ridan now remarked, that he should beg leave to en- 
ter upon a short investigation of the second money 
transaction, which Mr. Hastings had represented as 
having some aflSnity with the former anecdote j and 
this was a demand upon the council for money of 
his own, described as having been expended in the 
company's service, to the amount of thirty-four 
tliousand five hundred pounds, for which he had 
desired to have three bonds ; atid, here, it seemed 
necessary to refer to the defence of Mr. Hastings 
respecting the circumstances of this transaction. In 
that defence, the Oovernor-General stated, that 
bein^ in the year 1788 in actual want of a sum of 
money for his private expenses, owing to the com« 
pany's not having at that time suflScient cash in their 
treasury to pay his salary, he borrowed three lacks 
of rupees from Rajah iNobkissen, an inhabitant of 
Calcutta, whom he desired to call upon him with a 
bond properly filled up; that Nobkissen did call; 
but, wnen Mr. Hastings was going to execute it» 
YQL. 1. as 
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Nobkissen entreated that he wotdd rattier accept tbe 
money than execute the bond. In sfaort^ that he 
neither accepted the offer, nor refused it ; but kept 
the Raiah, durii^ the space of several months, 
plunged into a state of the most tormenting anxiety. 
And now i^ might seem reasonable to imagine, that,, 
at last, the matter dropped; — quite the contrarv; 
Mr. Hastings took the money, but neither gave tha 
bond, nor vras mean enough to think of returning 
the money; his pride forbade it; it vras a fresh 
proof of the dread which the natives entertained 
of the Governor's pledge of faith. " Take my 
moneys and welcome, said Nobkissen ; but place 
me not within the perU of your promise ; pledge 
not your faith to me ? I know too weU the cottse<» 

Juences; I have heard of the treaty of Chunar; 
have heard of the usage of Fyzoolah Khan ! I 
have heard of other shameful circumstances which 
followed the mast solemn engagements of the fiover- 
fior»6eneral of India !" 

Thns did Mr. Hastings fill the breast of this un^ 
fortunate man with painful aprKrefaensiom^, lest whea 
he returned home he shoma find a bond thrust, 
perhaps, underneath his door at micbiight, cor by 
some unworthy stratagem placed upon his table* 
He knew too well, that all who had heenhonovred 
with bit &vor became irrecoverably rained. His 
varioua goarantees, his treaties, and hia sacred com- 
pacts, with every lamentable conse^^nence, were 
present to his afflicted imagination.. The ranaetty 
of Mr. Hajstings he could tolerate ; but he smvmc 
with horror from liji6][H*oteftatioiis and his pledge of 
faith; a most unanawecaUe proof, that of all the 
UMNiied men pfamdered by the Governor-General, 
Nobkissen entertained the truest notionaof his cfaa^ 
racter. In mercy, however, Mr* Hastifigs came 
awav from Calcutta without acting so cruMf a» to 
seno Nobkissen the bond!; or sopitifuJly as to repay 
the money ; and, upon this occasion it ought to be 
reeoUectedy that Nobkissen vrw notorioud^ thtt^ 
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most dV^ridous hiack^man in Beng;al : but; in the 
description of this insatiable thirst for mondy, it 
was not meant to draw an invidious comparison be- 
tween the Rajah and a disinterested European! 
He would not insist on the unprecedented charge of 
contingent expenses for a period of more than 
twelve years ; ntfr on the particulars of this charge, 
which was principally for translating the Maho* 
medan laws^ which he had destroyed, and other 
tervices of a nature equally useless. In thai famous 
letter which, in his progress to liucknow, he wrote 
to the Directors, he had the assurance to request 
that this sum might be allotted to his vise, that he 
might not be doomed to poverty and obscurity, after 
a life spent in the accumidaiiott of crores for theii^ 
advantage. But he had gone farther ; he had taken 
if upon himself to place thiis srim to his credit \^ith- 
6ut the consent of the Company; th\xs pajfiriff, con--* 
trary to law, a debt which he had cotitracted against 
Authority ! Tbi« proceeding could not be justified^ 
by Mr. Hastings, even on the priticiples which he 
YsstA himself laid down in his consiructioh of the 
Re&^ulatihg Act : for here he must acknowledge that 
he nad taken money privately j which he did not 
apply to^ (he use of ih€ Company, but to his own ; 
99y \^hether he sieized it iti the first instance, or paid 
it to himself afterwards without authority, it was 
exactly the samt^. Hitherto nothing arose, excepting 
Tkystery and obscurity in the transactions, and in the 
defence made by the Gh)vemor-6eneral ; but if the 
Committee were disposed to think (as he conceived 
they might be inclined) tibat no circumstaiices 
couM exceed those to whidh he adverted, they were 
misSaken-^for, all wtLs simplicity and plain dealing 
itself, when compared with what followed ! 

Mr. Sheridan now remarked, that he should next 
offer to the consideration of the Committee a ma- 
noeuvre (of which the particulars were not included 
in the charges) for the humane purpose of squeez- 
ing ten lacks of rupees from the Nabob Yizier, at 

22 
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Cbunar. The circumstances of thtf traimction had 
been too recently discussed to render much addi-* 
tional information necessary* This generous act was 
to assume the cunoi^^ form of the refusal of an offer 
which the Yizier was supposed to have made! Mr. 
Middleton. the resident appointed by Mr. Hastings;-^ 
Mr. Midoleton^ who had gone such lengths with 
him before^ on a sudden became conscientious ; 
and, like a tick with a plethora of blood, was sa* 
tiated with plunder: — quite gorged, and torpid! 
Even he wrote to Mr. Hastings, that he could not 
think of accepting this offer, (which, however, the 
Nabob had not, at any time made) and Major 
Palmer was actually sent to persuade him not to 
keq> the resolution to which he had come, of present- 
ing Mr. Hastings with another 100,000/.— thus by 
a kind of ingenuity, by a perversion unknown in 
this dull climate, conveying a demand for money 
under the form of declining to accept it ! Concern- 
>ing this circumstance, it appeared reasonable to 
remark, that when Major Palmer and Major Davy 
called upon the Nabob for the money, the latter de- 
clared that he had never before heard that so extra- 
ordinary a demand was in contemplation ! And 
how deeply must the merciful feelings of the Com* 
mittee become wounded, should they advert to the 
contents of a letter, from this unfortunate and per- 
secuted prince, to Mr. Hastings, in which, painting 
in the strongest colours his extreme distress, he 
complains bitterly of the exaction j yet says, ** heina 
remediless f I felt myself obliged to comply with 
what was required ;'' and then he concludes with 
this artless and affecting observation ; ^< Blessed as 
I am with so compassionate a friend as your High- 
ness, how does it happen that I am reduced to such 
a state of miserable distress ?'* On this occasion 
Mr. Sheridan said, that he must beg leave to enforce 
strongly upon the attention of the Committee, that 
the reasons advanced to justify the seizure (for it was 
far from meriting a milder term) of the 100,000/.— 
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the time when it was paid,— -the manner in which it 
was paid,-^and the persons to whom it was paid^ 
had been all brought into full view ; and nnadswer* 
bly stigmatised as the falsest statements by the 
wemor-General. He had written. word to the 
•ectors, that the exigency of his affairs,— the 
t of cash to pay the army, and other things 
ing, had caused him to accept the present of ten 
of rupees, at the moment when he knew that 
bob V izier's afiairs were in a state of the ex- 
indigence. Upon tJiat ground he had Tin<^ 
'he taking of tne 100,000/. but it came out 
Is, in the most positive declaration, that he 
he sum in cash, but in bills on Gopal Das, 
e until the expiration of some succeeding 
. ff that was true, \i\^ first ground of jus- 
i.xj cation failed him ; for the immediale wants of the 
army could acquire no relief from bills on Gopal 
Das, which had still several months to run. In the^ 
list of the persons to whom the money had been 
paid, the name of Mrs. Hastings was inserted. He 
should have felt (Mr. Sheridan added) great unea- 
siness at taking the liberty to introduce a lady's 
name in such a business, if it had not been for her 
complete exculpation; but the fact stood thus. 
The entry of Mrs. Hastings's name, and those of 
the other persons, as the receivers of the sum, was 
a fallacy ; and it was equally a fallacy that the ten 
lacks were paid by bills on Gopal I)as ; because 
that man was at the time detained by Cheit Sing ; 
and let the Committee ask themselves, if the Gover* 
nor-General would not have had more credit with 
Gopal Das than this miserable, moneyless, and 
ruined prince ? Great part of the sum given was 
paid in rupees ; and it was clearly a portion of the 
plunder of the unfortunate princesses, the mother 
and grandmother of Asoph al Dowlah. As to the 
Nabob, his distracted supplications were of no avail; 
and his treasury was swept, without the least atten- 
tion to bis prayer, that his rapacious pillager would 



942 [APRIL «r 

leave him at letist an mnch as might proTe sufll^deiit 
for the ordinary chaises of his householcl. 

Mr. Sheridan ne:it stated the application of the 
Kajah of Berar^ to the Governor-General and 
Council^ for a som of money to relieve his afiainip 
by paying his army; the whole amount of which 
sum was computed at sixteen lacks of rupees. Tfai^ 
application was rejected as inconvenient to be com^ 
plied with ; but afterwards the Governor-General 
look the whole responsibility of the measure up^m 
himself, and lent the Kajah of Berar three lacks. 

Mr. Sheridan now mentioned the complaint laid 
before the council board by the Rajah Nundcomar^ 
and the 15,000/, taken from Munny Begum, tp 
whom was intrusted the sole collection of the re* 
venues. The Directors had instructed him to ap* 
point a minister {n guardian f) to superintend Moha* 
reck ul Dowlah, the young Nabob of Bengal ; and to 
manage his affairs. The person whom he chose for 
*^this employment was the step-mother of the Nabobf 
and widow of the deceased Nabob, Myr Jaffier, 
(an ignorant woman, drawn originally from the 
lowest class of life, and by Mr. Hastings from the 
recesses of the Zenana) to instruct her princely pupil 
in all the arts of future government ! This curious ap?- 
pointment would certainly prove more the subject of 
indignation than surprize to the Committee, when 
they should discover, from unqaestionable authority, 
that it wa$ assigned for the valuable consideration 
of 15,000/. to himself ; and the same sum to Mr. 
Middleton. Mr. Hastings's transaction with Cawn 
Jewan Cawn was the next object of Mr. Sherid«n'9 
animadversion : — This man was appointed Phousdar 
of Houghly, with an income of 72,000 sicca rupees 
a year— of which Mr. Hastings was charged with 
taking half, besides 4000 aUotted to his blaek 
broker : and the accusation was made, as well as 
that proffered by Nundcomar, in full council. The 
council proposed to inquire into the truth of it, f)ii4 
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TOquired CawB Jewan C?Lwn to answer to the factd 
upon oath ; to whidh procedure he and Mr. Hast'- 
ings peremptorily objected ; and that Cawn Jewan 
Cawn, could not, by virtue of his religion, take an 
oatfa^ was the weak excuse of Mr. Hastings; 
but in the words used in the answer of Mr. Hast- 
ings to the charge, he might retort the falsity upon 
him. Cawn Jewan Cawn was, as a punishment 
for his contumacy, deprived of his employment; 
but on the death of Colonel Monson, wnicn gave 
Mr. Hastings, by virtue of his casting vote, a ma* 
jority in the council, he was reinstated at the mo- 
tion of the Governor. He left it to the reflection of 
the committee, whether any circumstantial proof — 
and the case would admit of nothing farther— could 
more clearly trace the guilt of Mr. Hastings, or 
establish the certainty of private practices of a cor- 
rupt nature between him and the Phonsdar ? The 
whole was a studied maze of theft, bribery, and cor- 
ruption; unparalleled even in the most ignominious 
annals of East India delinquency. With respect 
to the unfortunate Bajah Nundcomar, he was first 
indicted for a conspiracy ; but that failing, he was 
tried on an English penal statute, (which, although 
rendered by a stretch of power most dreadfully for- 
cible in Bengal, did not reach even to Scotland!) 
he was convicted and hanged for a crime (forgery) 
which was not capital in his own country ! What- 
ever were the circumstances of this judicial pro- 
ceeding, (which might be the subject of another in- 
quiry,) they could not fail of exciting apprehensions 
and terrors in the natives; which would put a stop 
to all farther informaticms against the Governor. 
During this transaction, Mr. Hastings — in direct 
contradiction to the opinions of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis-^repeatedly as- 
serted, that it was repugnant to the customs, either 
Df the Mussalmen or Hindoos, to take an oath ; 
vet, on a later occasion, he justified himself in all 
mspreeeedings at Benares^ by the affidavits of per< 
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sons of the religion which he mentioned, tnken be« 
fore the upright mdge of the supreme coart of Cal- 
cutta ! It had been allowed, in the eTidence given 
at the bar, that all India was in consternation at the 
event; and. considered the death of Nundcomar as 
a punishment for having advanced charges against 
Mr. Hastings. Who, after such an event, would 
dare step forward as his accuser? None would 
venture ; — and the Governor might, in future, pil- 
Is^e the natives as he thought proper, without any 
fear of beins* disturbed by their invocations for jus- 
tice ! But this justice, he hoped and trusted, would 
not be refused in a British parliament;-— they owed 
it to their own dignity, to the support of the reso- 
lutions into which they had already entered, to the 
honour of the country,, the prosperity of the go- 
vernment, and the rights of humanity ! The pre- 
sent charge (he should beg leave to repeat) was not, 
perhaps, of that nature which came home most 
effectually to the feelings of men ; it could not ex- 
cite those sensations of commiseration or abhorrence 
which a ruined prince, a royal family reduced to 
want and wretchedness, the desolation of kingdoms, 
or the sacrilegious invasion of palaces, would cer- 
tainly inspire ! '^ In conclusion, (Mr. Sheridan ob- 
served,) that, although wiiliin tnis ranh^ but infi- 
nitely too fruitful wilderness of iniquities — within 
this dismal and unhallowed labyrinth — it was 
most natural to cast an eye of indignation and con- 
cern over the wide and towering Crests of enormi- 
ties — ^all rising in the dusky magnificence of guilt ; 
and to fix the dreadfiilly-excited attention upon the 
huge trunks of revenge, rapine, tyranny, and op- 
pression ; — yet it became not less necessary to trace 
out the poisonous weeds, the baleful brushwood, and 
all the little, creeping, deadly plants, which were, 
in quantity and extent, if possible, more noxious. 
The whole range of this far-spreading calamity was 
iK>wn in the hot-bed of corruption ; and had risen, 
l>y rapid and mature growth, into every species of 
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ilkgal and atrocious violence ! Upon this ground^ 
most solemnly should he conjure the committee to 
look to the malignant source of every rooted evil ; 
and not to continue satisfied with reprobating effectSi 
whilst the great cause enjoyed the power of escap- 
ing from merited crimination, and the infliction of a 
just punishment. He now moved, " That the com- 
mittee, having considered the present article of 
charge of high crimes and misdemeanors against 
Warren Hastings, esquire, late governor-general of 
Bengal, is of opinion, that there is ground for im- 
peaching the said Warren Hastings, esquire, of high 
crimes and misdemeanors upon the matter of the 
said article." 

Majcr Scott in his defence, among other arguments, urged the 
favorabk reception Mr. Hastings, aflhr the supposed commission 
of all these crimes, had met with on his return home, both from 
his masters, the directors of the company, and several members of 
administration. Lord mulgrave reprobated what he termed a 
duibby species of defence. Mr. fV. GrenmUe declared his con^ 
currence with the honorable member who had opened the charge, in 
almost every point he had {urged; he also observed, that upon 
the present occasion, he could not resist a most justifiable and even 
necessary attempt to save Mr. Larkinsfrom what he thought rather 
too hariA treatment; and declared that he had ever understood that 
gentleman to be a man of strict honor and unimpeachable integrity: 
and hflfio means capable of wilful perjury; though he had certainhf^ 
through a mere and obvious inadvertency, sworn fully, inetead of 
swearing to the best of his knowledge respecting Mr. Hastii^s*s 
letter tf the 22d of May, 1782» not having been opened since 
he had parted with Uoutof his hands. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to remind the 
right honorable gentleman who spoke last, that of 
all insinuations whatsoever, that which might have 
fixed upon the minds of the committee, even the 
shadow of a suspicion that Mr. Larkins had proved 

Suilty of corrupt and wilful perjury, was the most 
istant from his idea. The whole of what he 
meant to intimate was, that an incontrovertible 
fact stood forward, which, in its nature, ascertained 
that Mr. Larkins deposed, upon oath, to the truth 
of some points, which, most certainly, did not 
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fall within his own immediate knowled^; and 
doubtless, it was fair for him (Mr. Sheridan) to 
take this justifiably-drawn conclusion, in aid of 
such proofs^ as it became requisite to establish 
from the letter in question. Mr. Sheridan trusted, 
that it was scarcely necessary for him to add, that 
the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Grenville) 
could not possibly suppose, that if any solid ground 
for a charge of peijury liad existed, he would not 
have made it openly ; and in that spirit of disdain 
with which no man considered the base darkness 
of insinuation more heartily than himself. 

■ JMlr, Grenville answered, that he could assure the hcnarahk 
gentleman t that it was far Jrom his meaning to impute amy such 
charge to him ; but barefy to say^ what he Ml thought, that the 
drift of his argument dvijnot stand in need of the introduction 
of his pleasantry concerning Mr. Larkins and the letter. As to 
the rest, he rejoiced to fifid that the honorable gentleman had, 
with his habitual candor, so satisfactorily exphnnedhis meaning. 

Upon a division, there appeared for the question 165 ; i^ainst 
it 54. The house being resumed, the report from the commitlee 
was brought m by their chairman. An adjournment of the debate 
wasm^oe^lumehwassfterwardsvMvedonapropM 
for bringing tip the report afrish. The latter being agreeaupon, 
the house adjourned. 



April 3, 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

The order of the day being read, for tMng into farther consider 
riUion the report o/* the resolutions on the charges against Mr. 
Hastings, Major Scott observed, that he came to the house with 
an intention y opposing the resobstions being read a secomi time; 
but as a new moae of froceedkkg had been adopted,^ uMeh would 
give him an opportunity of summtting what he had to offer to the 
consideration of the house, prior to the vote of impeachment^ he 
shmdd reserve hbnseM until that time. Mr. Burke said, that 
the friends of Mr. Oastings would do right to take ihehr own time 
for urging sueh arguments, as, in their opinion, were most Hksfy 
to serve tMir cause. 

Mr. SheriHan remarked, that he thought it 
fair to apprise the hoaonible gentleman (Ifajor 
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Scott) that he coald not have a better opportunity 
of arguing the merits of Mr. Hastings,^ by way 
of set off, than the present. If the merits of Mr. 
Hastings, were to be measured against his crimi*> 
nality, the fairest, and indeed, the only mode to 
enable the house to do so, at the proper stag;e of 
the proceeding, would be for the nonbrable j^a* 
tleman then to go into a statement* of thbse 
. arguments on the merits, which he meant to use. 
In that case, it might be found necessary for the 
gentleman on the side of the house where he sa^ 
and all those who had voted for the charges, to 
call for papers, in order to repel the weight of those 
arguments which the honorable gentleman might 
urge ; or to do away the impression which they, 
or the evidence of any witnesses whom the honor* 
able gentleman should think proper to call, might 
make upon the minds of the house. This could 
only be done, by the honorable gentleman^s ea« 
tering into argument at the present moment; 
because, if he did so at any subsequent period, 
it would have an unfair effect on the charges; and 
the house would not be able to give the mass of 
criminality, already established, its due weight. 
In order to exemplify this, Mr. Sheridan put a 
variety of hypothetical cases, to shew the manner 
in which not stating the argument on the merits 
of Mr. Hastings, as a set off then, might possibly 
onerate as a disadvantage against the supporters, 
of the charge, who were , to measure the merits 
against the guilt. Different gentlemen had settled 
in their own minds different scales of the crimina- 
lity of Mr. Hastings; by which each individual 
would naturally measure pi\lt and its merits; 
and balancing the one against the other, decide 
accordingly. Suppose, therefore the committee 
by whom the charges were to be put into 
proper shape and form, as articles of impeach- 
ment, to be sent up to the house of lords, should 
reduce the charges to two; was it to b6 imagined 
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ihat they would admit an unproved and alleged 
quantum of merit, against a proved and a substan- 
tiated guilt contained in two charges? Mr. 
Sheridan said, that he was surprised also, to find 
the right honorable gientleman opposite to him, 
did not urge the arguments, which be had declared 
he meant to bring forward, in support of those 
differences and distinctions, concerning which he 
had talked, as being entertained by himself, re- 
specting some of the charges, and in particular, that 
relative to the contraqts. He was at a loss to 
imagine, how the right honorable gentleman could 
possibly sit and hear the questions put upon the 
resolution relative to those charges; the motion 
upon which, specified distinctly ahd by name, 
among other grounds of criminality, Mr. Auriol's 
and Mr. Belli's contracts ; to both of which, the 
right honorable gentleman had expressly objected. 
With regard to the charge relative to Benares, the 
right honorable gentleman had, in the course of 
his argument, stated some objections, though he 
had made no motion. This, therefore, appeared 
to him the fit opportunity for discussing those ob- 
jections. 

Mr. Pitt hating rerndtrked, that no person was better entitled than 
Mr, Sheridan to adhere strongly and pertinacumsty to his own opi* 
nicm, because no man was a^pi&le of forming them more judiciously^ 
when he gave himself time to consider them: added, that it was the 
first time he ever recollected to have heard any member attempt ta 
eRctate to those from whom he expected opposition, to what stage of 
the proceeding that opposition should be applied* " 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to assure the right 
faoncHrable gentleman, that he by no means designed 
to arrogate to himself a prerogative which did not 
belong to him; much less to assume the right of 
dictating to any of the members, when they should 
urge such objections as they might mean to offer. 
He had, in . fairness, risen to apprise the honorable 
gentleman (Major Scott) opposite to him^ that if he,, 
or any other friend of Mr. Hastings, meant to argud 
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the merits of Mr* Hastings by way of set ^ against 
his crimiaalit^, they could not take a more favor* 
able opportunity than the present. He had assigned 
his reasons for entertaining that opinion ; and that 
opinion he still continued most firmly to embrace. 
The remark, that he had tacitly conceded to the 
propositions of the right honorable gentleman the 

£ receding evening, was certainly well founded ; but 
e had not either recalled or violated that conces- 
sion ; for what is it, but an acquiescence, instead of 
insisting on putting the question, ^* That Mr. Hast- 
ings be impeached," as soon as the committee had 
agreed to the resolutions contained in the report, 
that the resolutions should be referred to a com- 
mittee, to be by them put into proper shape as 
articles of impeachment. Had he, in the smallest 
degree, resisted that in his former argument ? He 
certainly had not, but had merely argued upon the 
resolutions then about to be read a second time ; * 
and so far from that being contrary to any agree- 
ment or general understanding of the house, the 
reverse was the fact ; for it had been generally un- 
derstood, that the debate of that day was to have 
been put upon the resolutions ; and a quarter of an 
hour before he rose, he had heard the honorable 
gentleman himself (Major Scott) observe, that he 
meant that day to have gone into much argument 
upon the subject. The right honorable gentleman 
had thought proper to make his complaints against 
being dictated to, as to the time most proper for him 
make his objections ; but he (Mr. Sheridan) must 
still persist in saying, that after the right honorable 
gentleman's having moved an amendment to the 
resolution originally moved upon the charge rela*^ 
tive to contracts, he knew not now the rig'ht honor- 
able gentleman could sit in his place, and say, Yes^ 
when the question was put upon it, thereby affirm- 
ing, that Mr. Belli's ai^d Mr. Auriors contracts 
contained matter of high crimes and niisdemeanors 
agamst Warren Hastings^ Esq. 
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Mqfar Stott observed, tkat nmeh dfemaim kmfktg taken jOaee 
relative to *' eeUimg off** the merits ^ Mr. HMimgs against his 
supposed delinquencies, he begged leave to inform the house, that net-- 
ther Mr. Hastings or hisfrtends had the most distant idea of having 
recourse to such a mode cj defence. The sentiments rf Mr, Hasting 
mpon that sul^feet, he was authorized to submit to the house ; and 
lis[ fed permission to read, as part ^ his speech, the following paper, 
wnsch had been put into his hands for that purpose. 

** Though it might be deemed presumption in me to declare any 
wish or esppectati&n concerning the made in which the house of com^ 
nums may, in its wisdom or justice, ddermkae to proceedin the pro* 
oecution of the inquiry into my conduct, now depending before them ; 
yet, as it has been reported, that many gentlemen, mimbers of thai 
asumhly, who have not chosen to give their constant attendance on 
the committee holden on this business, have expressed their determi^ 
nation of opposing the general question of impeachmettt,uAeH it thatt 
be brought before the coOectvse body of this house; I hope I nugf, 
vbUhout irregularity, or the imputation of disrespect, intimate my 
sense of such a determination, both as it may respect that question, 
and the claim which I conceive I possess to attendance on the question 
upon thereport, whichinthe due order of business will precede U. 

'^ I presume, that in the present examination tfmypuhUe conduct, 
there are two leading, and, as it appears to me, exclusive objects, rf 
equal and reciprocal obligation ; namefy, that justice may be done 
to the nation in the redress or punithment (^wrongs, wmeh it may 
he eventuedly proud it has sustained by my acts; and that jus* 
tice may be done to an indimdual, who nunf be eve/Oually proved to 
have been wronged by unfounded accusations; and who even thmJal 
that he has a cutins to the applause of his country, for those very acts 
vMch have bren drawn into crimmation against mm. 

*^Ifit shall be resolved by the honorable house of commons to agree 
to the report of the oommtteey that is to say, if it shall be resdved 
that there is ground for impeaching me for high crimes and nusde" 
meanors, on the charges on which the committee have already passed 
that decision ; I presume, that the resolution for. the impeac^^neni 
ought to Joilow of course, a» the only meom which can satiny the 
jt^ticerfthe nation in the supposition rf my guilt, or clear nw cha* 
racter in the supposition of my innocence. With regard to the fir A 
of these conchidons fhaveno claim: buffer the taw, Imay, in com* 
man with the meanest of^ ss^ecls of this realm, assert my right to 
the ben^t and proteeHon ^ its knm; and, Iirust,that thekmor-^ 
able house of commons, which hasever been considered as the guardian 
and protector of the laws, will not suffer my name to be branded 
with the fdukst and blackpd imputations upon their records, withoui 
Mowing me at the same time the onhf legal mtam of faring them, 
by trai^erring thews for trial to the house ofperrs in thefsrm^ass 
impeaelmmt. 

** To this opinion f kumity b^ leave to add my request, and it is 
iSie oidy request or appRcation umich Ihave hitherto permitted myse^ 
to make to any of the indivUnal nSBmbtr^^^ houst^aatheprmiem 
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^thi$tmku$i,aua^athabhermlvedim the report, thM there is 
ground to choree me with high crunee and miedememiorB, they will 
afford me the ien^t of their votes, though united with those of my 
prosecutors, that I may he brought to kgal trial for the same. 

" WARREN HASTINGS/' 

Th^resohdvmswtre ^erwards read, and agreed to; and Mr. 
Burke moved, that they should be referred to a committee, to prepare 
articksofimpeachmentupon the same; and that the committee consist 
of the following gentlemen :^-^ 

EDMUND BURKE, Esq. WELBORE ELLIS, Esq. 

Ri^t Hon. C. J. FOX Rt Hon. FR. MONTAGU 

R. B. SHERIDAN, Esq, . Sir GREY COOPER 

Sir JAMES ERSKINE PHILIP FRANCIS, Esq. 

Right Hon. T. PELH AM Sir GILBERT ELLIOT 

Right Hon. W. WYNDHAM DUDLEY LONG, Esq. 

Hon. St AND. St. JOHN Visconnt MAITLAND 

J. ANSTRUTHER, Esq. Hon. G. A. NORTH 

WKI. ADAM, Esq. General BURGOYNE 

M. A. TAYLOR, Esq. CHARLES GREY, Esq. 

It was moved In the usual forms, that the commUtee be invested 
with the customary powers of ealHn^for papers and witnesses, sitting 
where they pleased, Spc* S^c; and tt was agreed, on dl hands, that: 
it miud necessarily be a secret committee, A ^vision took place upon 
the nomination of Mr. Fransis, against whom it was obfectedy that 
inhdiahehad oeen personally at variance wkh Mr. Hastings; and 
he was refected by a majority of 96 to 44. 



April 4. 

CaKSOLIDATION DUTY BUX.' 

The order of the day for the third reading of this bill having been 
moved and read, the bUl was read a third time. Mr. Pitt brought' 
tq^ two clauses: and on the auestian being put ^^timt the bill do now 
pass,*" a debate ensued, in which 

Mr. Sheriban contended, that the right honcr- 
able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had not yet answered his 
right honorable friend's (Mn Pox) argument relative 
to the situation of this country and Spain. How 
awkwardly, he observed, would ministers be cir- 
cnsistanced, sbo«ld a Spanish vessel offer herself at 
any of our |9orts, and be refused the same rates of 
duty at whkh Frenich goods w€;re axhnittted. In 
this case the court of Mailrid woiMuoderstaod th« 
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treaty of Utrecht to be broken. He next took no- 
tice of what had fallen from Sir James Johnstone, 
who, he said, spoke generally with a sort of Lace- 
demonian eloquence. What tLfe honorable baronet 
had said jocosely of the treaty, with respect to its 
enabling them to ffet fine clothes, fine camorics, and 
fine laces, and the wines of France to intoxicate 
their constituents, was in effect one serious reason of 
his disliking the treaty ; because it tended to put the 
country in a condition to forget her former situation, 
and lose sight of it altogether. Mr. Sheridan con- 
demned the treaty on various accounts, and took 
occasion to mention (what he had on a former day 
hinted at) the absolute necessity of coming to some 
commercial arrangement with Ireland. He had 
been in hopes that the bringing forward that busi- 
ness would have been taken out of his hands by 
His Majesty's ministers ; but if it were not soon 
done, he desired to be understood as giving notice 
that he would, after the holidays, make amotion on 
the subject. It was impossible that the two coun- 
tries should continue as they were, both looking 
^ith their faces full to France, and merely casting 
a sullen side glance at each other. He begged 
leave to remind the right honorable gentleman, that 
when the Irish propositions were in agitation, he 
had himself urged it as an argument for agreeing 
to them, that if an arrangement was not forthwith 
made with Ireland, we should force her into the 
arms of France. 

J%e house divided, mfee 119; noes 43. The UU passed accord^ 
ingfy. 

;^mssssssssmssBBs 

Afbil 19. 
PAPERS RELATING TO PUBLIC ACCOITNTS. 

Mr. Sheridan rose to move for a variety of 

Eapers relative to the public accounts, and prefaced 
is motion with declaring, that he lamented he 
had been prevented from attending his duty in 
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the house on the preceding day, when the right 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Ktt) moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to enable the Board of Treasury to 
let a part of the collection of the post-horse tax out to 
farm. Mr. Sheridan said, that he did not lament his 
absence on account of the great degree of informa- 
tion which he had thereby lost, since he understood 
that the right honorable gentleman had not conde- 
scended to favor the house with a syllable on the 
subject; but merely embraced the opportunity of pre- 
paring the attention of the house to a matter of 
considerable moment. The idea of reviving a mode 
of collecting the public revenue by farming any 
part of it, led to consequences, of the extent of which 
the right hon. gentleman might not, perhaps, be suffi- 
ciently aware. It was impossible for it to be adopted 
under limitation; it must, if adopted at all, be adopted 
generally ; and before the house consented to a mea- 
sure of that magnitude, it behoved 4:hem to recollect, 
that the system of farming the public revenue had 
been long since, exploded, on account of its- having 
been decided to be a system uncongenial with the con- 
stitution of this country, and by no means applicable 
to it. This (Mr. Sheridan said ) he should take an op- 
portunity hereafter more fully to argue; and at 
present, as the papers relative to the public accounts 
were but just printed and dehvered, he submitted it 
to the candor of the right honorable gentleman, 
whether he would persist in his intention to open 
the budget on the immediately ensuing day, before 
it could be possible for gentlemen to have read the 
papers with sufficient attention to be able to make 
themselves fully masters of their contents. The 
papers for which he then meant to move (Mr. She- 
ridan added), he had expected the right honorable 
gentleman would ha^ve moved for himself. 

Mr. Pitt answered^ that what he dktndd have to state to thehouse 
upom the marrow would prooe extremdy short. Mr. Sheridan did 
not seem to expect much information from the papers he moved for ; 
hut if he found any, he would have a fuU opportunity of making use 
of it on the report during the course of the monday following* 

VOL. I. A A 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 

The order of the day far receiving the report of the committee of 
ways and mealis bdng tead^ Mr. Gilbert brought up the report, 
which was read a first time, and the question put, <' thai this reso^ 
lution be read a second time" 

Mr. Sherfdan beg'g'ed leave to remind the rigfht 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Pitt) that he had not fulfilled 
his promise, to give such an account of the finances 
as snould atford perfect and complete satisfaction to 
the committee ; but he had certainly fulfilled his 
promise of brevity : for be had been so extremely 
concise, that though he (Mr. Pitt) who was ac- 
quainted with all the grounds and circumstances to 
which the facts and figures which he had stated re« 
ferred, could talk with familiarity and ease upon the 
subject without any farther explanation than that he 
had thought proper to give it, yet such brevity was 
rather an awkward circumstance to him and those, 
who, like him, were to answer and speak after the> 
right honorable gentleman . Mr. Sheridan said, that 
he thought the air of triumph assumed by the right 
honorable gentleman, sat but awkwardly upon him, 
at a moment when he should have conceived ano- 
ther sort of demeanour would have better become 
the humiliating and mortifying situation in which 
he ought perhaps to feel himseli ; when obliged to 
come forward, and state the finances of the kingdom 
to be in so very different a condition, from that in 
which the committee had last }ear been i^d^ confi- 
dentially assured they would prove to be in 1787. 
The right honorable gentleman, and those who sat 
near him, would please to recollect the statement 
contained in the report of the revenue committee, 
which report he held in his hand, and the manner in 
which it was contradicted, when he advised them not 
to be too sanguine in their expectations ; that be- 
cause the year's receipt, ending January 5, 1786, 



1787.] . S55 

r 

amounted to 15,897,4717. the year ending January 
5, 1787, would turn out equally. He had, again and 
again, argued the fallacy of making out an account 
in such a way ; but what he said upon the subject 
had been rejected with a sort of unbecoming scorn. 
What he predicted had, however, proved true ; for 
now, instead of the flattering prospect which the 
right honorable gentleipan held out, of our income 
equalling our expiehse, it was evident that the receipt 
of the last year fell 900,000/. short of the receipt of 
the year, ending January 5, 1786. On this asser- 
tion Mr. Sheridan grounded his reasoning-, in order 
to impress the committee with the idea that minis- 
ters entertained a much more sanguine opinion of 
the state of our finances than their real situation 
warranted. He warned the committee, therefore, 
against giving way to delusion which might lull 
them into a dangerous inattention to the national 
circumstances, declaring that it was much more 
manly in ministers to state the real situation of the 
country, to look it in the face ; and, if more taxes 
were really necessary, to lay them on, burdened as 
the people were already. Mr. Sheridan animad- 
verted upon the budget just opened, and said, ad- 
mitting tnat the right honorable gentleman was cor- 
rect in every one of his statements, still it was evi- 
dent that there was a deficiency of 900,000?. com- 
pared to the amount of the total of the preceding 
year*s ways and means. He declared his concern 
to hear the East India Company mentioned as a 
source of the right honorable gentleman's expecta- 
tions, and that to so large an amount as 350,000/. 
That circumstance alone was sufiScient to fill his 
mind with great doubt and suspicion of the sound- 
ness of all the various expectations which the right 
honorable gentleman had that day stated to th^ 
committee. 
Mr. Grenvitte replied to Mr. Sheridan. 

A ▲ 2 
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^PBIL 23. 
WATS AND MEANS. 

Mr. Shkridan observed, that notwithstanding 
the formidable dilemma into which the honorable 
gentleman, (Mr. Steele) who spoke last but one, had 
put the house, by declaring, that if they disliked the 
manner in which the minister had stated the articles 
of his budget, he wished they would come forward 
with their mode of calculation, and shew how the 
accounts ought to be made out ; he certainly should 
persist in the exercise of his undoubted right to find 
fault with the minister's budget, wherever he saw, 
or thought he saw, .cause of blame; and look for 
amendment to them, without feeling himself at all 
bound to suggest the means of it. Mr. Sheridan 
proceeded to call the attention of the house to the 
report of the revenue committee of last year, ob- 
serving that the right honorable gentleman, who 
had been chairman to that committee, was not then 
in th^ house. (Mr. Grenville at that moment shew- 
ing himself Mr. Sheridan said, he begged pardon,-^ 
he saw the right honorable gentleman; and as he was 
forthcoming, he heartily wished his revenue might 
be forthcoming likewise.) He still persisted in 
maintaining, that the report to which he had alluded, 
was fallaciously made up, and that every one of the 
predictions which he had, in the course of the last 
year hazarded, as to the deficiency of the ways and 
means, were this year, fullv verified and confirmed. 
The honorable Baronet (Sir Grey Cooper) who sat 
near him, had proved in a manner perfectly satisfac- 
tory to his mind, that there was a very great defi- 
ciency in the ways and means, as stated by the minis- 
ter in the opening of the budget, on Friday ; and 
the noble lord, (Newhaven) who had endea- 
voured to answer the honorable Baronet, certainly 
had failed in his attempt. Mr. Sheridan went over 
the articles of the^upply, enumerating them ^seve- 
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rallyt and distingaishing sach as Drere voted, from 
such as remained to be voted ; and dwelt for some 
time on the miscellaneous services. After going 
through the whole, he proceeded to notice the ways 
and means^ which, he said, consisted of six articles. 
The first he mentioned was, the hundred thousand 
pounds, to be drawn from the cambric, and the con- 
solidated duties; In making out that article, forty 
thousand pounds were taken by the right honorable 
gentleman for the duty on cambrics, which left 
60,000 for the consolidation of duties; a sum for 
which he was altogether at a loss to account ; since, 
when the right honorable gentleman stated his plan 
to the public, he had not taken credit for near so 
much, but had merely talked of eighteen or twenty 
thousand pounds. 

Mr, Pitt taid acress the talk eighty thousand. 

Mr. Sheridan persisted that the sum mentioned 
by the right honorable gentleman had been no more 
than 1&,000;. or 20,000/. ; and that as likely to arise 
from the alteration of the fractions of sums payable 
for duties into integrals. But it was evident sixty 
thousand pounds had thus been levied upon the 
public in new taxes ; and that in so silent and con- 
cealed a way, that he was convinced that house ge« 
nerally had been unapprised of the fact till that mo- 
ment. This being the case, the right honorable 
gentleman had no right to boast of a surplus, with- 
out his being under the necessity of imposing new 
taxes. The next article^ of the ways and means 
was the most singular article to put into the minis- 
ter's budget that he had ever heard of — it was two 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds for an expected 
increase of the customs, on account of a spring of 
trade. He ridiculed the idea of a spring of trade, 
and contended, that even if any great increase 
should take place, it must produce 650,000/. before 
it could yield the 250,000/. In order to explain 
this, Mr. Sheridan said, the reduction of the duties 
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on spint» and winM would make a deficiency of 
400,000/. ; and he argued, that the right honorable 
gentleman ought, vrhen l^ let loose so large a por- 
tion of revenue, to have provided a substitute to 
have made good the defi^ciency. He objected to 
the 320,000/. e:xpected to be paid by the East-India 
Company for the pay of the reghnents of British 
troops serving in India, declaring his firm belief, . 
that the comoany neither would nor could advance 
the money this present year. Notwithstanding the 
tight honorable gentleman over the way (Mr. 
Grenville) had on Friday last declared, with so much 
eonfidence, that he had every reason to regard the 
affairs of the East-India Company as in a most 
prosperous and flourishing situation, and that he 
drew that opinion from the last accounts which 
came home from India, he was of a contrary opi- 
nion ; and so much so upon the very ground where 
the right honorable gentleman had rested his opi- 
nion, the last accounts received from India, that he 
would move for those accounts to be laid before the 
house ; and if the right honorable gentleman and 
his friends shrunk from that motion, the house would 
judge for itself, which assertion was rpost deserving 
of credit, that of the right honorable gentleman, 
or that which he had just made. Upon, the whole 
of tjie ways and means there was a real deficiency; 
and however it might be glossed over, a day would 
arrive when the right honorable gentleman, would 
wish be had ventured, to come boldly forward with 
some decisive measure applicable to the real situa- 
tion of the country. With regard to the army 
savings, and casual sums which might arise from the 
balances of accountants being paid in, and from the 
taxes being rendered more productive, — those the 
right honorable gentleman would find he ought not 
to reckon uj^on, if he considered that there were 
provisions sooner or later to be made on account of 
the Royals ^Family, the loyalists, and for other ser- 
vices^ which niust demand sums far larger than the 
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|]Frodace of the saitis in question. He ougbt^ thefd- 
fore, not to persist in an over-sanguine opinion, that 
his resources were fully adequate to the possible ex- 
penses of the year, but manfully look the situa- 
ticm of the country in the face, examine it tho- 
roughly^ and meet it with an adequately bold and 
decisive meagure, and not resort to little shifting 
practices of changing the mode of collecting this ana 
that tax, so as to disturb the whole system of reve- 
nue collectioni^, to the infinite vexation and per- 
plexitj/ of the subject, who was so teized and ha-* 
rassed by these perpetual alterations, that they 
fiM^rcely knew what the taxes were that his money 
was demanded for, nor what the tax laws were un- 
der which he lived. Mr. Sheridan persisted in his 
former declaration, that the report of the committee 
of the last year had been delusive, and said, he had 
a proposition to offer, which was for the institution 
of a new committee; not a committee made up of pay- 
masters of the forces, and the immediate friends and^ 
supporters of the minister, nor of men connected with 
party, but a fair and impartial committee, constituted 
of persons perfectly independent and unconnected 
politically. Such men were to be fouffd in that 
house ; and froih a committee so constituted, the 
house might expect a just and authentic account of 
the real state of the finances of the country, upon 
which they might safely rely and proceed to ground 
such measufesas were absolutely necessary to con-, 
vince all the world, that they had really gone to the 
bottom of their affairs, and were determined to put 
them upon a proper footing. Mr. Sheridan read 
from the Journals, the string of resolutions relative 
to the report of last year's committee, which he had 
moved on the fourth of May last, all of which had 
been negatived, one only excepted. He reasoned 
upon these resolutions, and contended, that they had, 
every one of them, been verified by what had since 
happened. After offering to pledge his credit with 
the bouse, that the total of the supply for the two 
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next years, would amount to thirty-two millions, 
Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving, that the re- 
solutions of the 4ih of May last, might be read. 

They were read accordingly as follows : 

^* That the expected annual amount of the national 
income stated in the repoi*t of the select committee 
appointed to enquire into the public income and ex- 
penditure, appears in no respect to have been cal- 
culated upon the average receipts of any number of 
years, but is estimated upon the produce of one year 
only, and fixed at the amount of the same, with the 
addition of the probable increase upon the new taxes. 

** That it appears, that the amount of the annual 
expenditure as opposed to the amount of the public 
income so calculated, is not a statement of the pre- 
sent existing expenditure, or of that which must 
exist for some years to come, but it is formed upon 
the probable, reductions which it is alleged will 
have taken place towards the end of the year 1791, 
in the prospect of a permanent peace. 

^^ That the different branches of revenue, in the 
period upon which the future is calculated, appear to 
have been singularly productive, particularly in the 
customs, and greatly to have exceeded the amount 
of the present year with which alone it is con- 
trasted. 

*^ That it does not appear that imy means were 
taken, nor information called for, nor any examina- 
tion entered into by the said committee, in order to 
ascertain whether such increase of revenue had ari- 
sen from causes which were likely to have a perma- 
nent operation, or otherwise. 

^* That such an investigation is indispensably ne- 
cessary before this house can, with confidence, cal- 
culate by the produce of one year, the supposed 
future amount of the public income. 

*^ That the uncertainty of estimating, by such a 
criterion, the expected future produce ofthe revenue 
is still more evident, upon a comparison of the 
quarter ending the 5th of April last^ with the ^ame 
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quarter m the preceding year, upon Tvhich the fa-* 
tare income is calculated, by which comparison it 
appears, that the amount of the latter quarter is infe- 
rior by the sum of 188,215/, 13^. 4d. in the branch 
of the customs to the former. 

'* That in the said report there are certain articles 
of receipt erroneously stated, as proper to be added 
to the future annual income, and other articles of 
expense, erroneously omitted, to b^ added to the ex- 
penditure. 

'' That the total expected amount of the future 
annual receipt is stated in the said report to be 
16,897,471/. 

*' That the sums voted, and to be voted, for the 
service of the year 1786, including* the interest and 
charges of thie public debt, considerably exceeds 
that sum. 

<* That the means by which the deficiency is to 
be made good, arise from aids and debts, which be* 
long to the present year only. 

^'That there is no surplus income applicable to 
the reduction of the public debt now existing. 

<* That a surplus income in the ensuing quarters 
can arise only by the renewal of a loan for an ex- 
traordinary million, borrowed upon exchequer bills 
in the last, and charged upon the supply of the pre- 
sent year; and which loan it would be unnecessary to 
make, but for the purpose of procuring the said 
surplus. 

" That any extraordinary increase of exchequer 
bills, contrary to a former practice in the time of 
peace, is an expedient anticipation of that assistance 
which the government might receive in the case of 
any circumstance rendering it necessary to strengthen 
the state of our national preparation. 

^* That the saving to the public upon the interest 
of money borrowed in this way, is rendered impro- 
bable or precarious, by the necessity which will arise 
for the more speedy issuing such bills, in order that 
the object for which the loan is made, may be punc- 
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tually and effectually answered ; nor eren should 
such sayings accrue, will it compensate for the dis- 
advantages above stated. 

" That, admitting that, by the foregoing means, 
the expected surplus will arise upon the three quar* 
ters next ensuing ; and that henceforward one mil- 
lion annually is to be applied to the reduction of the 
debt ; it appears, that there will then be an interral 
of nearly four years before the commencement of 
that permanent peace establishment, which is to 
furnish, in the reduction of services, jg900,000 of 
the expected million surplus. 

" That, in this period, it appears, from the 
vouchers annexed to the said report, and odier pa- 
pers before this house, that a sum, amounting to 
£4,010,000, besides £2,000,000 due to the Bank- 
making together the sum of £6,010,000 — will be 
deficient and wanting, over and above the stated 
annual income." 

Mr. Sheridan rose again, at a subsequent period 
of the debate, and said, he would confine himself 
merely to explanation. He then made a reply to 
the several reasonings of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and of Mr. Dundas. He charged the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer with having misre- 
presented his arguments ; and said, he wondered, 
after what had now come out, that the right honor- 
able gentleman was not ashamed of resorting to 
such old and hacknied means of opposing fair argu- 
ments, as talking of violated charters, and his right 
honorable friend s India bill. Could the right ho- 
norable gentleman deny, that the Court of Directors^ 
the East India proprietors, and even the company's 
servants in India, now publicly declared, what had 
been admitted by his right honorable friend at the 
time, and what had also been said by him when the 
other bill was in agitation, — that his bill was a bold, 
a manly, and an avowed resumption, of power which 
had been abused ; and that the right honorable gea- 
tleman's bill filched authority ; and did that in a 
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covert, sneaking, underhand way, which the other 
hill did undisguisedly. Mr. Sheridan justified hii 
former argument respecting Mr. Pitt's assertion, 
that about £18,000 or £20,000 would be the amount 
of the advantage resulting to the public from the 
consolidation of the duties; and appealed to the 
house, whether an idea had been entertained by 
them, when they pa,ssed the bill, that they were taxing 
the people to. the amoont of between £60,000 and 
£8(>,00t> a-year. He answered what had been said 
to liord John Cavendishes taking off the high duties 
on muslius ; and said» that the right honorable gen* 
tleman had been forced to confess it to be a good 
measure ; as its extremely beneficial consequences 
undoubt'cdly could witness. He had not complained 
of the right honorable gentleman's following that 
example ; but of his having laid down a principle, 
and afterwards not acted up to his own principle ; — 
a fact eviilced by him, in respect to the loss of reve- 
nue, by the reduced duties on spirits and wine. 
Mr. Sheridan also took notice of what had fallea 
from Mr. Dundas; and said, he had addressed him- 
self to a right honorable gentleman, (Mr. Grenville) 
and not to him, when he talked of moving for the 
last accounts from India ; but that right honorable 
gentleman had chosen to avoid a reply. If his 
right honorable friend (Mr. Fox's) bill had 'passed, 
there would have been no necessity for a right ho- 
norable and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) to 
come to the bcmae ymth his Indian budget ; which 
he waited, as he had declared, to have properly 
shaped. They all understood what shaping East 
Indian accounts was; but that shaping would, as he 
hiid just declared; have been unnecessary, had his 
right honorable friendV bill passed ; as one of its 
operations was, to have obliged the accounts of the 
company to be, from time to time, laid before the 
hou«;e. Mr. Sheridan again recurred to his propor 
ftition of a new, a fair, and an impartial committee. 
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to examine and report the real state of the revenue, 
and its expenditnre. 

Mvm Grenville replied. Mr. Burke exculpated the secret cam^ 
mittee from the charge made upon them, by Mr. Grenville: and 
added, that io far from Mr. Sheridan being Kahle to U, he did 
amure the right honorable gentkman, thai the commiitu had not 
been asHsteaby his honorable friend more than once, and then he 
had given them his company only for half an hour. Mr. Gren- 
ville admitted that Mr. Burke had fatty cleared hmself and the 
tommUteefrom the charge of hammgmadean indiscreet use cf thidar 
powers: instead, there wre, of Mr. Sheridan being Bable to the 
suspicion that he had suggested of his speakxag from too food 
information on the subject of the state of the cmmpany's qffaxrs in 
MuUa: it was evident he haa spoken from no information at aU* 

Mr. Sheridan desired the right honorable gentle* 
man, \i^hen he thoup^ht proper to argue upon the 
degree of information from ^hich he (Mr. Sheri- 
dan) bad spoken, to rest his arg^uments on what he 
admitted to be the information in his possession ; 
and not on what any other person stated it to be. He 
alone could be a judge of the information in his 
mind, and the sources from whence that informa- 
tion was derived. The quarter, from whence he 
had learnt what he hintea at, was an indisputable 
authority ; and such as he should not be ashamed to 
state to the house. 

Theresokiion was read a $ecand time and agreed to^ 



April 26. 
TAX ON POST HO&SEfiT. 



Mr. Rose brought up the biU/or farming the tax on post 
hor$es. 

Mr. Sheriban having observed, that it would 
not be necessary to do more than take up a short 
time of the house, stated several ar&^ments against 
the bill; and particularly contended, that the house 
could not dele^te the powers of the executive go- 
vernment to owersy who were not amenable to that 
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house. With regard to the ridicule which the right 
honorable gentleman bad been pleased to throw 
upon the suggestion of an honorable fi^^ntleman, 
who sat on the bench with the Chancellor of the 
^Exchequer (Mr. Bastard) with respect to the mode 
of ascertaining what the produce of the post-horse 
tax ought to be — by getting at an account of the 
number of horses kept l^y the innkeepers through- 
out the kingdom — there was nothing nearly so ludi- 
crous in that, as in some of the modes of regulating 
the collection, and carrying some of the right hono- 
rable gentleman's own taxes into effect, which he 
had at different times proposed to the house. He 
remembered — among other most ridiculous ideas, 
vrhich the right honorable gentleman had stated 
with respect to his horse tax — the obliging persons 
to put up the names, characters, and qualities, of 
the horses they kept, on the church-doors ; and an- 
other, of stamping the accoutrements of the horses 
at the turnpike-gates, as they passed. The rifi^ht 
honorable gentleman was so remarkable for dis- 
turbing, shifting, and changing the mode of collec- 
tion of the taxes, that his desire to put the post- 
horse tax out to farm for a term of years, appeared 
to him as if the right honorable gentleman was so 
conscious of his own propensity to meddle with the 
collection of the taxes, that he knew he could not 
trust himself; and, therefore, he was determined to 
put it out of his power to touch the post-horse tax 
for three years to come. He could not otherwise 
account for his proposing a scheme so irreconcile- 
able to the principles of the British constitution. 
What the right honorable gentleman had said re- 
specting the excise, Mr« Sheridan admitted was 
perfectly just, when applied to the excise aa a mode 
of collecting a part of the revenues, recognized by 
parliament, and established and existing in the 
country; but the case would have proved 
widely different, had there been no such thinff as an 
existing excise. With respect to what had fallen 
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from an honorable gentlemah, who had said that 
he woald sapport the bill, because he did not think 
that there was any thing anconstitntional in its con- 
tents ; but that he was a zealous friend to the con- 
fltitntion, and had resisted two bills, which he 
thought likely to affect the constitution in chnrch 
and state ; he presumed, ]\e alluded to the good old 
cause of clamor, his right honorable friend's East 
India bill ; and to the bill in favour of the dissenters, 
moved for by the honorable gentleman behind him 
(Mr. Beaufoy). If so, the honorable gentleman 
was welcome to hi$ boast, and all the credit which 
belonged to it ; but, undoubtedly, the bill then under 
consideration was a much more violent, as well as a 
more dangerous, attack on the constitution. Mr. 
Sheridan took notice of Sir Joseph Maw bey's de- 
claration, that he had entertained sentiments of 
alarm and jealousy respecting Ihe measure; but 
that be was now satisfied he might safely support it. 
The honorable baronet was the most easily satisfied 
of any man he ever heard of; for, what bad fallen 
from the right honorable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ? — nothing more than a desire, that gentle- 
men would wait till the bill was printed, and till 
they knew its contents, before they made up their 
minds upon it. 

The queition wastnU, and the house divided; ayes 76; noei dO« 
Tht hitt was read ajirst time. 
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BILL FOR MORE EFFECTUALLY MANNING THE 
BRITISH NAVY. 

Mr. Sheridan moved for leave to bring in a 
bill, respecting which, he said, he should have no 
occasion to trouble the house long ; as the bill was^ 
in some measure, the same with one which the 
house had entertained during the course of the lart 
iessaon, excepting that the obooxicus clauses were 
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left out. Mr. Sheridan declared, he had not him- 
self made np his mind as to the whole of its present 
contents ; but all he meant to do then was, to move 
for leave to bring it in ; to have it read a first time, 
and printed ; and then to l<^ave it till the next ses* 
sion, for the consideration of gentlemen during the 
recess. He added, farther, that he should graft a 
plan upon it, for the advantageous employment of 
those youths who now led a life of infamy and idle- 
ness. Mr. Sheridan concluded with moving, 

** That leave be given to bring in a bill, more 
efiectually to supply His Majesty's ships of war 
with seamen, when occasion shall require ; and to 
encourage men, under certain regulations and boun- 
ties, voluntarily to engage themselves for that ser- 
vice, whenever they shall be duly called for." 

Mr. Brett complained of having been attacked and vilified m 
the newspapers^ hy the authors of the bill, by name, for the language 
which he held in that house respecting it as a member of parliaments 

Such abuse he considered as an attack on the freedom of debate^ 
and he had declared that he more than once had it in contemph" 
tion, to make a formal complaint upon the subject. 

Mr. Sheridan assured the riffht honorable gentle- 
man, that if he thought he bad any hand in the 
newspaper attacks alluded to, he was mis- 
taken. He considered the measure merely, and 
not the men, who were the authors and suggesters 
of it. 

Lord Hood rose to combat some ideas which he conceived to be 
in the bill: and which, he said, he knew from experience could not 
be adopted without great inconvenience. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to assure the noble 
lord, that no such ideas, as those to which his lord- 
ship had alluded^ were contained in the bill. He 
begged, that gentlemen in general would sus- 
pend their opinions till the bill sbould be printed ; 
and reminded the house, that he had declared, he 
had not himself made up his ideas to all the con- 
tents of the bill, 

The fuestian being put, the resdutwn was agreeti to^ 
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AFWAIRB OF THE PBINCE OF WALES. 

Oil the 20^A of April, prmom to the opening of the budget, a 
mhfect was brought fontard in the heuee, by Mr, Aidenmm 
Neukham, which had far wme time before, etronglv eugnged the 
attention and feelings of the public: — namely, the embarraeeed 
etaU of the finances of the Prince of Wales. The estaUiOmeni 
of His Royal Highnes^s household, took place upon his coming 
of age, in 1783, during the Duke of Portland's adminislratum. 
it is well known that a great difference of opinion subsisted, at 
that time, between the great personage with whom the final set- 
tlement of the i0air rested, and tM persons whose duty it was 
to give him their advice upon the subject, respecting the sum to bs 
amwedfor that purpose. Upon a jfull constderation of what was 
thought becoming the credit of the nation, and the exalted rank 
of the heir apparent to the throne: — the ereat encrease in the 
value of every article of expenditure, and the economy of such a 
liberal provision, as might totally supersede the necessity of m- 
curring debt. The ministers of that day are said to haxepriposed 
that an annual income should be settlm upon him by parliament 
of 100,000/. This pi'opontion is said to have been not only 
entirely disapproved of by the King, but rgected with expressions 
of such marked resentment, as to make the immediate resignation 
of those ministers more than probable. In this emergency, the 
Prince of Wales, who had early manifested a favorable opinion 
of that party, interposed, and gave the world, upon this lus first 



step in public life, 'a striking proof both of his filial duty, and 
public spirit. JUe signed his desire, that the whole business should 
be left to the King; and declared his readiness to accept of what- 
ever provision the King in his wisdom and i^oodness should think 
most fit: and at the same time he expressed his earned wishes that 
no misunderstanding should arise between the King, and his then 
ministers, on account of any arrangement in which his personal 
interest only was concerned. In consequence of this interference, 
the affair appears to have been accommodated; and an allowance 
of 50,000/. a year, payable out of the civil list revenue, was 
settled upon His Royal Highness. A very few years experience 
made it but too manifest that this provision was inadequate to 
the purpose for which it was designed. In 1786 the Prmce was 
found to have contracted a debt to the amount of 100,000/. 
exclusive of 50,000/. and upwards, expended on Carlton House. 
The Prince was no sooner made acquainted with the embarrassed 
date of his affairs, and the great distress in which it necessarily 
involved a considerable number of his creditors, than he came to 
a res(dution of taking some ^ectual measures for their relief. His 
first application was to the King his father ; upon whose flection 
alone Jus wished to rely, and to whose judgment he declared his 
readiness to submit his part, and to conform his future conduct. 
By Hit Mqfesty's directions a full account of the Princes qffairs 
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were laid h^ore km t hU jrrnn ^ame ditsdiisfactian in the ndttd ef 

his m^esfyf a dimt refusal to affbrd him any reUef wa$ contmyed 

to His Royal Highness through one of the principat officers of 

ttatst, In consequence of this refusal, the Prince appears to have 

conceived himself bound in honor and justice, to have recourse to 

the only expedient that was now left him. His determination was 

prompt ukd manly. The day after he received the messagilt from 

.the King, he dismissed the (^ers of his court, and re(&ced the 

esiabHskment of his household^ to that of a private gentleman. 

He ordeted his horses to be sold; the works at Catlton House to 

. he stopped; ahd such parts as were not necessary for his personal 

vses to be shut up. J^om these saimngs, an annual mm of 40,000^. 

was set apart and vested tn the hands of trustees, for the payment 

,of his debts. This conduct, however laudable it may appear, did 

not escape censure; it was represented as precipitate and disre^ 

opec^ul to the King; and wAs said to have been a pnncipal cause 

if difftreiUe with His Majesty. An event which happened soon 

fifixr, fffiorded a public proof of the displeasure he had incurred — 

viz, the danger to which His Majesty*s life was exposed in August, 

ilB6« Upon that oecasioh no notice whatever of the accident 

waM convtyed to the Prince by the court. He learned it at 

Brighton, Jroni the information of a prhate correspondent; he 

^smmdiatetyjkw to Windsdr, where he was received by the Queen; 

hut the King did not see him. It was impossible that the situation, 

to which t& heir apparent to the throne was reduced, should be 

rBgetrded with indifference, either at home or abroad: and what 

nwds'the indignity of his condition the more generally felt and 

lamented, was, that no man was ever more highly qualified by 

distinguished cff ability, )amiable manners^ and u noble and liberal 

dlspositioh to adorn the splendor to which his exalted birth entitled 

Mn. The Duke of Oflemt^, the richest individual in Europ^^ 

who Was at this time upon a visit in this country, it is reported, 

pressed the Prince in the strongest manner to make use of his 

fortune, till some favorable change should take place in his circum^ 

stances, to whate^et extent he might find necessary. This ojffhi^^ 

though doubtless, generoudy intended ; yet full of danger in its 

passible tendency to the wblic welfare, the Prince, from a nice 

sense of duty to the pumic, decimed. The same public principle 

withheld him, also, from availing himself of those resources which 

the usurious speculations of manied men, are well knaum to keep con^ 

stantly open in this natvon to the temporary wants of the necessitous^, 

It was in these circumstances vf prtoate distress and pibUc spirk^ 

that the expedient was suggested to His Royal Highness 

by soveial respectable members of the house of commons, of 

appeaUng to the justice and generosity of the nation in parUa^ 

ment. % this mieamre the Prince appears to have assented, noe 

more from a natural wish to free Mmsefyfrom his pecuniary embar^ 

rassments, than from a desire to do away any bad impresSxm, that 

the ndsfortune nf having incurred the royal dispkasanre, and the con^ 

sequent r^usal of affording him any rdief, might have left upon tho 

VOL. T. B B 
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minds of the pubHe. Accordingly ^ oh the dm/ already mentioned, 
20th of Aprils Mr. Alderman rieumham demanded^ in his place, ef 
the Chancellor cf the Exchequer, whether it wasihe intention of Hit 
Majesty*s Ministers to bring forward any proposition for rescuing 
the Prince of Wales from his present embarrassed and distressed 
situation. For though his conduct, under the difficulties with which 
he laboured, reflected the highest honor upon his character ; yet he 
thought it would bring indelible disgrace upon the nation, if he 
were suffered to remain any longer in his present reduced drcum-- 
stances. To this question Mr. Pitt replied, that it was not his duty 
to bring forward a suljject of the nature that had been mentionedg 
. excepting by the command of His Majesty ; and that he had not been 
honoured with such a command. Upon this Mr. Newnham gaife 
notice of his intention to bring the subject regularly, by a motionp 
before the house, on the 4th of May. In the mean time the friends fi 
the Prince were indefatigable in their endeavors to procure the 
support of the independent members of parliament to the proposed 
motion ; and at several meetings, which were held for that purpose, 
,their numbers were so considerable as to gute cause of serious alarm 
to the minister. On the 24th ofAprU, Mr. Pitt, after requestit^ 
that Mr. Newnham would inform the house more particularly of the 
nature of the motion he intended to make, adverted to the extreme 
delicacy of the subject, and declared that the knowledge he possessed 
of many circumstances relating to it, made him extremely anxious to 
persuade the house, if possible, to prevent the discussion of it. Shmld, 
however, the honorable member persist in his determination to bring 
it forward, it would be absolutely necessary to lay those circusn- 
stances before the public ; and, hmoever distressing it might prove to 
him as an individual, from the profound re^ct he had for eivery 
part of the Royal Family, he should discharge his duty to the pub- 
lic, and enter fully into the subject. At the same time, Mr. Roller 
an adherent of the ministers, who distingui^d himself greatly by 
his zeal upon this occasion, declared that the question invoked matter 
by which the constitution, both in church and state, might be essen- 
tially affected; andthat if the friends of the Prince of Wales per- 
sisted in their attempt, it would be necessary to enquire into those 
circumstances also. What the circumstances so solemnly adverted to 
by Mr. Pitt in this conversation toere, the house was left for the 
present to conjecture. The menace thrown out by Mr. Rolle was 
well known to allude to some supposed connection between the Prince 
and Mrs. Fitzherbert, to whom he had for some time manifested a 
strong attachment. For, notwithstanding the possibility of a mar^ 
riage between those two parties was effectually guarded against by 
the Royal Marriage Act, great pains had been taken, iind not en^ 
tirely without success, to mislead the ignorant, and to inflame the 
minds of the vulgar, upon that su^ectj^with what view it would 
have been more easy to conceive informer times than at present, when 
all the enemies of the House rf Brunswick are supposedto have ceased 
from amjof^st the nation. On the 21th of the same month Mr. 
Neumham, in compliance^ wUh the request that had been made, sig- 
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nified to the heme that tlu motion he intended to nuke would be to 
the following effect: " That an humble address be presented to His 
Mi^esty, frayiag him to take into his Royal consideration the pre- 
sent embarrassed state of the affairs of the Prince of Wales, and to 
grant him such reli^ as his royal wisdom should think fit ; and that 
the house would make good the same,** Several members on both 
sides of the house having wrisen to deprecate the further discussion 
of this business^ and to express their earnest wishes, that it might 
ie accomodated in some other manner, 

Mr. Sheridan declared himself impressed with as 
high a sense of the magnitude and importance of 
this subject, as any person could possibly be ; and 
considered it perhaps of greater consequence than 
any other that was ever agitated within these walls : 
he felt, in common with other members, an extreme 
degree of reluctance in discussing, as a question, 
Vfhsit, if it came from another quarter, could admit 
of no controversy. But looking to the circum- 
stances, and above all, the proceedings of his Royal 
Highness under every difficulty; and keeping in 
mind, at the same time, what was due to the dig- 
nity, the honour, and the gratitude of the whole 
British empire, he would not confine the interest 
of the question to the country members alone, re- 
spectable and highly revered as they ought to be ; 
but he should not hesitate to declare, that every 
individual of the state, and every mjeniber of par- 
liament in particular, was deeply concerned in the 
subject of the motion. He differed much with 
those who represented, that alarming consequences 
of disunion might ensue from the issue of this mo- 
tion, and that the existence of the church and stale 
were endangered by its agitation. He did not well 
know what precise meaning to affix to expressions 
of this kind, but he was very well convinced that 
the motion which was now made, after every method 
bad failed, originated onl}^ in a consciousness of the 
unparalleled difficulties under which the Heir of the 
Crown was so long suffered to labour. They very 
much mistook both the conduct and character of 
what were called the Opposition in this country, 

B B 2 "^ 
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who should hint or imagine that they willed to takii 
any political advantage of differences subsisting be- 
tween any branches of the royal family; — on the 
contrary, there was no circumstance to which they 
looked forward with more anxiety and zeal, than 
that the ilkistrious son should be restored as fully 
and speedily as possible to the royal arms, and the 
confidence and affections of his father. 

But in addition to the expressions of which he had 
already taken notice, there was another which he 
reflected on with very great attention, and Whichj 
coming as it did, from the minister on a former 
day, was the toore entitled to serious observation j — 
he mieant an insinuation that there were circum- 
stances which must come out in the discussion of 
this question, to shew the impropriety of granting 
the assistance required. On a suggestion suth as 
this, it would be ridiculous, indeed, for any person 
to obtrude himself without, at least, sufficient an^ 
thoritv; and for his part he could declare, on the 
very best and the highest authority, that neither the 
friends of the Prince, nor his Royal Highness 
himself, had any other wish, than that every cit*- 
cumstance in the whole series of his conduct should 
be most minutely and accurately inquired into ; and 
those who felt most for his situation were ready to 
meet, and anxious to enter upon, every species of 
investigation that should be suggested. It was His 
Royal Highness's decided wish that no part of his 
Conduct, circumstances, or situation, should be 
treated with ambiguity, concealment, or a,ffected 
tetiderness ; but tiiat whatever related to him should 
be discussed openly, and with fair, manly, and 
direct examination. Mr. Sheridan remarked, that 
he expected that long before this the aukwardness 
of discussion would have been prevented by relief 
from another quarter ; and such was the reluctance 
which he felt in agitating the queisti6n in a hostile 
manner, that, short as the period Was between this 
xitid the day announced for the motion, he still ex- 
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pected that something might be done in the way of 
accommodation, so as to render it unnecessary. 
Every person was convinced how much the circum- 
stapces of the Prince were in need of assistance; 
and he was niuch surprized that^ feeling as they do, 
even His Majesty's ministers should not, if neces-* 
$ary, have usied their influence long before this to 
obtain so wished-for an object'. WJiatever was 
.brought forward (Mr, Sheridan asserted) he knew 
would meet with an unequivocal and cpmplete re-* 
ply, such as, he w£^s assured, {lis Royal Highness 
would himself give as a peer of Great Britain, 
were a question of this nature to be agitated in 
jE^qqther house. How far such a discussion might 
be proper, he left to the feeling of the gentleman 
to whom he alluded to decide. 

Mr. Rolle, Mr. Dempster, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Hussey, Mr. Pcwy^ 
Mr. Drake, and Mr. Alderman Watson, having detivered their 
$entiments upon the subject, 

Mr. Sheridan rose again, and contended, that 
the respectful manner in which the address to Hi9 
^Majesty would be couched, must do away all appre- 
hensions of jealousy or disunion arising from the 
Sfubject of the proposed motion. Were any such 
(effects expected, it should have been the duty of 
ministers to obviate them, by anticipating the pur- 
pose of what the alderman intended to submit. 
Nor was he able to comprehend why the notice of 
this measure should have produced any alarni 
amongst the country members, who must be aware 
that the Prince should not be suffered to continue in 
such embarrassed circumstances ; and that the mo- 
tion must inevitably come from one quarter or the 
other. With regard to the mode of the motion be- 
ing brought forward, he was of opinion that the 
proposed one was the best which could be adopted ;— r 
for as to the amount of his Royal Highness's debts, 
jie believed that this could not well be ascertained, 
|)is creditors being so grateful for the liberal manr 
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Iter in which he acted, that they had not yet brought 
in their accounts. However, the necessity of the 
case made it indispensable to use some means ; and 
he would put it to either side of the house, or any 
individual in it, whether, after what had passed, 
there was any possibility of the motion been given 
up. Insinuations had been thrown out in the first 
instance, and converted into assertions this day, 
which the honor and feelinffs of the parties made it 
necessary to have explained; and should the gen<- 
tlemen engaged now recede from the measure, the 
natural inference would be on the part of the pub- 
lic, that they were afraid of the circumstances which 
M^ere threatened to be brought against them ; and, 
not daring to meet the discussion, were at last re- 
duced to forego their motion. 

Mr. Sheridan said, some houorable gentlemen 
had thought proper vehemently to express their 
anxious, wishes that the business should be deferred ; 
but the right honorable gentleman himself (Mr. 
Pitt) had erected an insuperable bar to such a mea- 
sure. He appealed to the right honorable gentle- 
man's own candor, whether that house, whether 
the country, whether all Europe, could form any 
other opinion of such behaviour, than that the Prince 
had yielded to terror what he had denied to argu- 
ment. What could the world think of such con- 
duct, but that he fled from enquiry, and dared not 
face his accusers ? But if such was the design of 
such threats, he believed they would find that the 
author of them had as much mistaken the feelings, 
as the conduct of the Prince. With respect to its 
being supposed that the party with whom Mr. She- 
ridan had the honor to act, had been guilty of 
fomenting the unhappy divisions which were con- 
ceived to exist in the royal family, he said, that the 
charge was as false as it was foolish. Such a dif- 
ference, so far firom assisting, must materially injure 
those who were not admitted into His Majesty's 
councils, and whose opposition w^as not founded on 
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any little personal animositieSi but on broad, solid, 
constitutional grounds. 

77ke Speaker put em end to the quedumfor the present, by ealHng 
upon Alderman Newnham to bring up a petition which he had in 
Am hand. Mr. Pitt afterwards renewed the subject^ and declared 
that he had been greatly ndsunderdood, if it was conceived that he 
meant to throw out any inainuatians injurious to the character of the 
Prince of Wales, The particulars, to which he alluded, and which 
he might find it necessary to state fully to the house, related only to 
his pecuniary affairs, and to a correspondence that had taken place 
Off that subject ; and which he thoug/U would satirfy the house of the 
impropriety of complying with the proposed motion. 

Mr, Sheridan said, that he was extremely glad 
tbat the right honorable gentleman had explained 
himself; because, most undoubtedly, as he had left 
the subject the other day, the interpretation of the 
right honorable gentleman's declaration had been 
the very construction which the right honorable 

gentleman had now so fully cleared himself from 
aving any intention to convey. As to the matter, 
Mr. Sheridan observed, that he thought any sort of 
allusion would have been in the extremest degree 
indelicate and disrespectful. The right honorable 
gentleman, however, had entirely cleared his mind 
From any farther conception, that he meant to make 
any allusion which could have any thing to do but 
with the pecuniary embarrassments of his Royal 
Highness. 



April 30. 

AFFAIRS OF THIS PRINCB OF WAIiES. 

Mr. Newnham made a few observations upon what hadpassedon 
the Tilth. He remarked, that much had been said of the tendemesa 
of the ground upon which he trod, and of the dangerous c^onsequences 
that mtght arise from his perseverance. He declared himself totally 
ignorant of the grounds of those apprehensions, with which others 
were so unavoidably filled. If there was danger in the measure, let 
those who gave occasion to it tremble at the consequences. He saw 
none: the Prince saw none; and it was by hisexpress desire that he 
now gave notice he AouU pursue his design. Highly honored, as he 
conceived himself to be, by the Prinafs confidence upon thisoceasion, 
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ie was not is be intimidated: and he could oituire the Hcuat, that 
neither was his R&yal Highness to he deterred from his purpose hy 
the base and false rumours which were spread abroad concerning him* 
Mr, Fov, who had been absent on the former debate^ came ddum this 
day with immediate authority from the Prince of Wales, to assure the 
house, there was no part of his conduct that he was either afraid or 
unwilling to have investigated in the fullest manner. With regard 
to the private correspondence alluded to, he wished it to be laid be» 
fore the house, because he could t^ke upon himself to assert, that it 
would prove the conduct of his Royal Highness to have been in the 
bigltest degree amiable, and wpuld present as uniform and perfect 
a picture of duty and obedience^ as ever in any instance had been 
shewn from a son to his father, pr from a subject to his sovereign* 
With respect to the debt, which was the cause of his present d^- 
cutties, the Prime was willing, if the house should deem it necessary, 
to give afmr and general account, in writing, of every part of it* 
With regard to allusions made hy one member to something full of 
danger to the church and state, he wished he had spoken mofe expli- 
dUy. If he alluded to a certain low and malicious rumour which 
had been indu^ously propagated without doors, he was authorized 
to declare it to be a fatsehooa. He thought that a tale, fit only tf 
impose upon the lowest of the vulgar, could not have gained credit 
for a moment in that house. To this Mr. ftolle replied, that Mr* 
Fox had said, the fact alluded to was impossible to have happened* 
They all knew, indeed, that there were certain laws and acts of par- 
liament witch forbade it, and made it null and void; but still it 
might have taken place, though not under the formal $anction of 
law ; and upon that point he wished to be satisfied* Mr. Pox ob- 
served, that though what he had said before was, he thought, sx^^ 
iient to mtiffy every candid and tiberal mind, he was mlling, if 
jfomble, to satisfy the most perverse. When he denied the (calumny 
in question, he meant to deny it, not merely with regard to tfie 0ect 
of certain existing laws^ but to deny it intoto, in point of fact as 
well as law^ The fact not only never could have happened legally, 
but never did happen Jn anyway whatsoever: and had, from the 
beginning, been a base and malicious falsehood. Mr, nolle rose 
again, and desired to know whether what Mr. Fox had last said was 
to be understood as spoken from direct authority. Mr* Fox replied^ 
that he bad direct qiuhority. 

Mr. She&ibajnt intended, that it would be ex- 
tremety unhandsome in the hoporable gentleman, 
who had called uppn his right honorable friend to 
$^y whatjier he spoke fron^ direjct authority or pot, 
to Sit silent after having received so explicit an 
answer* 

Att. RoUe reolied, that mothitsg wkieh the honorable gentleman 
aouid loay sioouU induce kirn to ud otherwufe, than tp hisju^gnsent 
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dwidd eppeur froper. The right hanorahk gentleman certainly 
had answered him, and the house unndd judge for thei^hes of thp 
propriety of the answer. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the honorable geu- 
tleman, after having put a pointed question, and 
received an immediate answer, was bound, in ho- 
nor and fairness, either to declare that he was 
89itisfied, or to take some means of putting the 
matter into stu^h a state of enquiry as should satisfy 
him* To remain silent, or to declare that the house 
^ould judge for themselves after what had passed, 
wa$ neitbeir manly nor oandid. If, therefore, the 
honorable gentleman did not choose to say that he 
wa9 satisfieid, the house ought to come to a reso^ 
lution, that it was seditious and disloyal to propagate 
reports injurious to the character of his Royal High* 
li^Bs the Prince of Wales, and thus by authority 
discountenance the report. 

Mr. Rotte contended, that it was his affection for the Prince, and 
his desire he shofild stand weU with the country, which had induced 
him to state that he had kfiard reports of a nature it^'wrious to his 
fhfraeter. ffe had not invented thfm reports, Inft merefy said, thaf 
he had heard them, and that they had made an impression on his 
mind. With a view to ascertain how far they had Ifeen founded, fue 
had put the question to the right honorable gentleman, and in so 
d^g, he fvas persuaded that he had not acted in any unparUa^ 
mfintavy mflffo^. 

Mr. Pitt declared, that he had never heard so direct an attack 
upon the freedom of debate and the liberty of speech in that house, 
sinc^ he bad sat inparliasnent. The privilege of forcing ir^udidous 
p^dittTAm^g mtU^9 fin the h^use ,Ml remained to every genth- 
man who johose to avail himself pf that fre^d^; and it ufos oftrff- 
ordinary, indeed, to see an attempt made to restrain other gentlemen 
who wished to interfere for the purpose of depreciating such nuh- 
tians. The honor^le gentlman who took so warm a part in the 
iudness ^ the othsr sidiofthin house, should rather be obUgedtothfi 
IwimabU g^lman who tf^as the first to sj^ggest a question, Ufhich 
had been the means of bringing fofivard so explicit a declaration ai^ 
00 interesting a hi^ect, and one which must give complete satis- 
faction, not only to the honorable gentleman himself, but to the 
sohole hofisf- 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that most undoubtedly 
the freedom of debate ought to continue unlimited 
and unrestrained ; and ao man could wish more sin- 



378 [APRIL 30, 

merely than he did, that it should; but he must 
deny that he had said any thing which looked 
like an infringement of that freedom. An honor- 
able gentleman first threw out an insinuation, that 
something afi*ecting the safety of church and state 
was involved in a question about to be brought on 
relative to the Prince of Wales; that insinuation 
was met by a direct refutation of the calumny to 
which the insinuation pointed, coupled with an offer 
that his Royal Highness was witling to stand up 
in his place as a peer of parliament, and answer 
any pointed questions whicn might be put to him 
on the subject The honorable gentleman then de« 
sired to know, whether the refutation comes from 
authority, and he was told explicitly that it did ; and 
then he refused either to say that he was satisfied 
that his insinuation was unfounded, or to take the 
most effectual means of discovering whether it was 
so or not. This, Mr. Sheridan declared, was the 
fair state of the case ; and he would appeal to the 
house, nay, he would appeal to the candor of the 
right honorable gentleman (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) himself, whether, under such circum^^ 
stances, it was honorable, manly, and fair, or can-* 
did, for the honorable gentleman to remain silent; 
and whether he ought not either to declare that he 
was satisfied, or to resort to means of ascertaining 
the fact ; for it was adding, in a tenfold degree, to 
the malicious falsehood wnich had been propagated 
against his Royal Highness, to say that the Irince 
had authorized a false denial of the fact. The ho* 
norable gentleman, by putting the question to his 
right honorable friend had, as it were, admitted that 
a direct answer would satisfy him ; and he ought to 
have said that it did, or not to have put the question. 
He observed, that the right honorable gentleman, 
had himself been obliged to assume, ** that the ho- 
norable member must be satisfied," since he had 
never acknowledged that he was so. He must 
therefore, repeat, that the house ought to declare, 
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by a resolationi that it was seditious and disloyal tor 
propag^ate reports injurious to the character of the 
Priace of Wales. 



May 4. 
AFFAIRS OF THB PRTNCB OF WALDS. 

Thefawmrabk impreuion which the last debate, from the open md 
manly conduct of the Prince, and the harehneu with which he had 
been treated in hie mod private and personal caneemt, leA upon th$ 
minA of men both within and without the doors of parliament, ap* 
pears to have given the minister a nrums apprehension, that upon the 
question itself he might be left in a minority ; for the next day's 
overtures were made to his Royal Highness to wing the business to a 
private accommodation. OnThursmy, the Zd of May, Mr, Pitt 
had an audience at Carlton House ; and the same night the Prince 
was informed by Ilis Majesty s command, in general terms, that if 
the motion intended to be made the next day in the house ofcommono 
shmdd be withdrawn, every thing might be settled to his Royat 
tt^hnes's satisfaction. Accordingly on this day, the 4th of May, 
M^. Newnham being in his place m the house, in which upwards of 
four hundred members were assembled: he rose and said ne felt the 
highest satisfaction in being able to inform the house, that his intended 
motion was no longer necesssary. Several members joined in express 
ing in the warmest terms, the groat satief action this information govt 
them* » 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that he did not dis* 
sent from the right honorable gentleman's (Mr. Pitt's) 
wish, that the conversation should not be prolongecL 
He did not, however, conceive that the necessity 
for abridging it, could arise from any apprehension 
that it could terminate, in altercation, or difference 
of opinion. He could not but believe, that upon 
that day there existed but one feeling, and one sen- 
timent in the house — that of a heart-felt satisfaction 
at the auspicious conclusion to which the business 
was understood to be brought. He would not ente^ 
into the distinctions which the right honorable gen- 
tleman had attempted to make ; — if it was meant 
to be insinuated that the merit of this presumed re« 
conciliation belonging exclusively to His Majesty's 
ministers, be it so. The gentlemen who were sup- 
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Ssed to be admitted to the honor of His Royal 
i^hness's confidence, would convince thein of 
their sincere anxiety that that end should be obtained, 
by waving every claim to credit, with regard to the 
means, in truth, the measures which had been 
adopted were the result of His Royal Highnesses 
own judgment, which none but those who did not 
know him, could consider as needing the aid of any 
other person's council. 
. Mr. Sheridan wished it however to be under- 
stood, that though His Royal Highness felt the 
most perfect satisfaction at the prospect before him, 
in which he was convinced that the idea of relief 
from pecuniary embarrassment, farther than it gra- 
tified the just and honorable feelings of his royal 
mind towards others, had the least share ; yet did he 
also desire it to be distinctly remembered, that no 
attempt had at any time been made to screen any 
part of his conduct, actions, or situation, from their 
view ; and that he had even offered to answer him- 
self any questibn which could be put to him. That 
no such idea had been pursued, and that no such 
enquiry had been adopted, was a point which did 
credit to the decorum, the feelings, and the dignity 
of parliament; but whilst His Royal Highnesses 
feelings had no doubt been considered on this occa- 
sion, he must take the liberty of saying, however 
some might think it a subordinate consideration, 
that there was another person intitled, in every dc-f 
licate and honorable mind, to the same attention ;— t 
one whom he would not otherwise venture to de- 
scribe or allude to, but by saying it was a name 
which malice or ignorance alone could attempt to 
injure, and. whose conduct and character claimed, 
and were entitled to the truest respect. 

The order of the day was read, for the house to resolve itself into a 
eommittee upon the bill, authorising the forming of the 

TAX UPON POST HORSJBS; 

and upon the Speaker putting the question, " that he leave the 
ehmr," 
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Mr. Sheridan observed, that he would not detain 
tlie house two minutes ; but as he Ijad happened to 
be otherwise engaged, and not eble to attend his 
duty in that holise^ when the bill was last debated, 
he thought it necessary to say, that he should take 
the opportunity of delivering his sentiments against 
the bill at the next proper stage of it — at the third 
reading. For the present^ as he considered the bill 
totally unfit to pass, he should take the sense of 
the house against the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

The house accordinglif divided; ayes 147 ; noes 100. 



May 15. 

AlftUSBS IN THlffi POST OFFICE. 

Mr. Grey moved, that a cmnmittee be appointed, to entire into 
certdin abuses in the post-office, and which had come to his knowledge 
in consequence of the dismission of a noble relative of his, the Earl of 
Tankerunlle, froih the office of Joint Post Master General; and 
ivhich were not likely to be remedied otherwistthan by parliamen-' 
iary enquiry, as the part taken by the minister in the business would 
clearly prove. The several facts upon which this accusation was 
founded, as they afterwards appeared confirmed by the report of the 
committee appointed to enquire thereintof were as follow.-^ First, that 
in 1775y Mr* Lees, on receiving an appointment to be Secretary td 
the post office in Ireland, entered into security to pay the sum of 
3501. a year out of the profits of that office to a person described by 
the letters A, B,, but whose real name when the Earl of TankervUte 
first attempted to examine into this transaction, Mr, Lees considered 
himself bound to conceal. It afterwards appeared, that this person 
was a Mr. Treves, an intimate friend of Lord Carteret, who was at 
the time of the above appointment. Joint Post Master General with 
Lord le Hespenser, and privy to the whole transaction. It appeared 
j^om the evidence of Mr. Todd, secretary to the post-office, that Lord 
<Cdrt€ret was greatly displeased and disquieted by the discovery of 
this business ; and that he, Mr. Todd, had at the time, expressed his 
disapprobation of it to both Post Masters General, — Secondly,. H 
appeared, that the payment of an annuity of 2001. had been exacted 
from a Mr, Dashwood, appointed Postmaster-General Of Jamaica, 
as the condition of his appointment ; and had been regularly paid by 
him to Mr. Treves ; and that the said Mr. Treves had never per^ 
formed any public service in the post-office, or in any other public 
. department, to entitle him to any public reward. — Thirdly, Mr. Mo^ 
lyneux, t^erU to the packets at HeivoetshsySf had been permitted. 
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tMh the knowledge of Lord Carteret^ to dupou of that office to a 
Mr. HutcktTuon for a mm of money ; and it appeared^ that com- 
plaints had been made against the said Mr. Hutchinson for miseon" 
duct in his of/ice, — Fourthlj/t it appeared^ that none of these trans- 
actions were entered in the books of the office, but on the contrary had 
been kept concealed.'^ Fifthly , an undue preference had been shewn 
to a Mr. Staunton, Postmaster-General at Isleworth, whose place 
was worth 4001. ; in addition to which, he was appointed Comp- 
troller of the bye and crossroad letter office, to which a salary of 
5001. a year, and the perquisites of coals and candles are attached i 
and lOOl. was afterwards granted him in lieu of a house. — Sixthly $ 
various and extraotdinary abuses were stated to exist in the manage- 
ment of the packet boats, particularly that no deduction had been 
made from the hire of any vessels whilst under repair, seissurefor 
smuggling, or when unemployed ; and that tha/ were frequently for 
many months together in that situation. — Seventhly, the undue 
receipt ofperquidtes and incidents, particularly in coals, candles, tin 
ware, and various articles of furniture, by the Postmasters-General, 
and others having appointments in the post-office, were stated as 
being shameful and excessive. — Lastly, to bring these matters home 
to the minister, it was stated by Mr. Grey, that Lord Tankerville, 
whilst in office, had busied himself attentively in endeavouring to 
convict the abuses in question : had suggested several plans for their 
prevention in future : and had communicated those plans to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer: — that he had received great commenda- 
tion for his zeal and attention, and had been promised support, but 
that his colleague. Lord Carteret, not viewing these abuses in the 
same criminal Tight that he did ; and refusing to concur in the neces- 
sary steps for preventing than, a quarrel had ensued between the two 
noble Lords, and it became impossible that they should continue 
Joint'Postmasters-General any longer. This being thefact^ an ordi- 
nary observer, he said, would have imagined that the right honorable 
gentleman would not have dismissed the Postmaster-General who had 
sluwn himself anxious for a reform, and had taken so much pains t(^ 
^ect it ; hut the other Postmaster-General, who wasthe protector of 
the abuses in question, and the opposer ofthenecessary reform. Instead, 
however, of dismissing Lord Carteret, the right honorable gentle- 
man had aiddenly dismissed his noble relation. 

Viscount Maitland observed, that the present motion, upon the 
face of it, seemed to arise rathtr from resentment, than justice; it 
looked as if it were founded in pique ; and with a view to keep the 
noble Lord, now at the head of the post-office, in a vety disagreeable 
predicament, by calling his character in question; and not allowing 
Aim, owing to the lateness of the session, an immediate opportunity of 
cleaing it from all imputation* 

Mr. Sheridan, defending Mr. Grey's conduct 
from the construction which Viscount Maitland had 
put upon it, observed, that it was possible some 
other influence had induced the noble viscount to 
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stand up so warm an advocate for the present Post- 
master- Generali than his own conviction, that his 
honorable friend meant any thing at all unfair in 
bringing forward his motion at that advanced pe* 
nod of the session. The fact Mr. Sheridan asserted 
to be this : — the Earl of Tankerville had himself in- 
tended, as was well known, to take some step in 
the house of lords relative to the subjects stated by 
his honorable friend in his opening; nor wa^it till 
very lately that he had been informed that the only 
effectual and proper proceeding would be, to move 
in that house for a committee of inquiry. His ho- 
norable friend, therefore, was not at all to blame for 
not having brought forward the subject sooner, since 
it had not been in his hands till within a few days. 
The most material part of the proposed inquiry was 
the charge against a right honorable gentleman, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. That matter was 
certainly a serious ground of enquiry, because no 
man in that house dealt more in professions ; but 
he wished to try the right honorable gentleman by 
his conduct, and not by his professions, or the pre- 
ambles of the bills wmch he had proposed and got 
passed. The right honorable gentleman had just 
turned to one of those bills — ^his office reform bill, 
passed more than two years ago ; and yet that house 
nad heard nothing of the effects of that bill as to the 
abuses in the post-office, to which the right honorable 
gentleman had said it alluded. He had at the 
time when the bill was in agitation, stood up to op** 
pose it, and pronounced that it would prove inef- 
fectual I and that the same end might be better ob- 
tained by other and very different means* The 
motion of his honorable friend, and the ground of 
it, sufficiently proved that assertion, and amply jus- 
tified it. 

Mr.' Pitt asserted^ that he terily bdieved, (hat Mr. Sneridm had 
gpoken with his usual sinceritj/, when he said that the charge aga i^ 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was the material part of the topics 
alluded to hy the honorable gentleman i and he did net at ail dimbt, 
hU that when it was consitkred what use ingenuity might make ^ 
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r^0rts to diSBeminaie dorks and taks to his p^udice, that Ike 
opportunity of doing so was the principal gi'ound which induced 
gentlemen to be so anxious for the enquiry. 

Mr. Sheridan answered, that asi ths right honor- 
able gentleman had spoken three, times, he hoped he 
should be indulged in speaking a second time. The 
Tight honorable gentleman had, it seems, thought 
him ironical in saying that the most material part df 
the charge was that against the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Mr. Pitt said, (tdrdss the table, du^ectl^ the r^sterse; in thai I 
admit, and believe you to be smeere. 

Mr. Sheridan resumed his speech, and said, 
<^ Well, I am glad the right honorable gentleman 
admits that I generally speak with, sincerity/' 

JNo, said Mr. Pitt again, not so; but in Hbhat ytm have this day 
sdd against me. 

Mr. Sheridan again rdUied, and went into argu- 
ment to prove, that the Chatttiellof ofthe Exchequet 
dealt more in professions than in acts. The right 
faohorable gentleman, he observed, had isaid that 
the commissioners, under the office*-i?eform bill, had 
not come to the post-oflSce. tie asked, then, to what 
else had they turned their attention ? He reminded 
the right hoUorable gentleman of his eagerness to 
triumph over a noble lord (North) by his famous 
speech on whipcord, the kitchens of Downing-street 
house, and a variety of other trifling topics, which, 
when Chancellor of the Exchequer, he had stated as 
instances of the noble lord's negligence and cor- 
ruption. He dVrelt upon Mr. Pitt's former argu^ 
ment about the kitchens, and asked how the ri^lrt 
honoi able gentleman could reconcile it to himself to 
fcave built the palace at the coraerof the Admiralty, 
after having maintained such an argument ? It was, 
if not a proof of corruption, at least a proof of pro«- 
fbsion, and unnecessary waste of the public tooney, 
in the right honorable gentleman. Again, if he could 
not be charged with a direct corrupt use of the in- 
fluence of the crown, he had made as prudent and 
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as interestiiigaii use of it as any minister^ in thedis« 
tribution of places and emoluments, and particiu 
larly in bestowing titles and honors. Upon the 
whole, Mr. Sheridan contended, that Mr. ritt had 
alwajrs promised and professed purity, but had acted 
with as much self-attentioq, and as much neglect of 
: reform as any minister whatever. 

Scune tafprtsdanM having JaUa^ from Mr. Pitt, which Mr. Grty 
considered as reflecting injurious^ upon ihi motives^ which had lid 
hkn to vndertake the present enquiry, the latter rose with great 
warmth, andsaid, that conteiaus as he was of being actuated hyjair 
tfud hanoTi^le considergtimu, no ma^ slwMdm^ to innfute tmaoor* 
thi/i niotives to Atm. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt, and Mr. Sheridan rose 
together ; but the latter declaring that he flattered 
himself the house would wish rather, in such a 
moment, that he d^uld delay the right honorable 

fendeman's speaking for a very few seconds, was 
eard first. Mr. Sheridan then said, his honorable 
friend, he saw clearly, had mistaken the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's meaning ; but his words hastily 
heard, might, at their first sound, have made the 
sort of impression which he perceived they had 
made on his honorable friend; though he was 
ready to admit that this was not their true meaning. 

At length the speaker pid the question and it was carried. 
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^ ABUSJBS IN TH£ POST-OFFICS* 

On the ftSdMap, the report was brought up from the committee* 
A matian far printing it was. r^eeted: and it was ordered to be 
taken into consideration on the 2Sthn On the latter day, Mr. Gteg 
observed, that the accuracy of thereport of the committee, rendered 
U unnecessary far him to trouble the house with a ndrnde detail rf 
the su^'ect of their investigation. Entertaining, therefore, no dmM 
ha the /acts he had stated would appear fully proved: it was for 
the house to emsider-^rst, thenature oftheoffence: and, secondly^ 
the d^ee of cmsure or punishment it deserved. For his part, ha 
considered the Chancellor of the Exchequer as the person the most 
rndpaUe in the whole business: He conchided with moving, that U 

VOIi, I. • cc 
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uppeafg to this kouae that great ahiue$ have prevaibi in the Paat- 
office ; and that the same being made known to His Mqjesti^'s nUms- 
ters, it is their dutif, tvUhoui loss of time, to make use of such mea- 
sures as are in their power to reform them."* 

Mr. Sh£Ridan obsenred, that it was extremely 
natural for the right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt,) notwithstanding his concern for Lord Car- 
teret, to take notice of that part of his honorable 
friend's speech first, which more immediately 
related to nimself. The right honorable gentleman 
had, with great apparent firmness, animadverted 
upon what his honorable friend had said; but the right 
honorable gentleman must excuse him, if he did 
not give entire credit to the manner of his answer; 
but on the contrary, took the liberty of asserting 
that the right honorable gentleman did. feel, and 
severely feel the reprehension of his honorable 
friend. With regard to the words which the 
right honorable gentleman had quoted of his honor- 
able friend's first speech in that house, the right 
honorable gentleman had not quoted his honor- 
able friend correctly ; for, if he had, the house 
would have seen that his honorable friend was by 
no means chargeable with inconsistency. His 
honorable friend had not professed personal respect 
to the ri&^ht honorable gentleman; but only said, 
he gave him credit for the goodness of his inten- 
tion, in the measures which he brought forward, 
and, therefore, he hoped the right honorable gen- 
tleman would give him credit, when he asserted, 
that in opposing the measure, at that time under 
consideration, (the commercial treaty with France^ 
that his motive was honest. This was, (Mr. She- 
ridan said) a true description of what had then 
passed. With regard to any thing which his ho- 
norable friend had said, that might be improper ; 
when he considered the talents and the ability his 
honorable friend had shewn at his outset, and 
ever since, though he must, undoubtedly, be called 
a young member; yet he would agree with the 
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right ; honorable gentleman, that such a young 
member/ was as little pardonable for any error, as 
ibe oldest member of tne house. On the present 
occasion, however, he must contend that his ho- 
norable friend had not merited the reproof, which 
the right honorable gentleman, the veteran states- 
man of four years experience — the Nestor of 
twenty-five, had been pleased to bestow on him* 
Mr. Sheridan now proceeded to the main question ; 
and reminded the house, he had opposed the bill, 
called thie office-fee-reform bill,- when originally 
brought in, as a bill of ostentation and parade; 
rather than a bill likely to prove of solid advan- 
tage and utility; and he was now convinced it 
had been what he then described it to be; since 
it appeared, from what the honorable gentleman 
near nim, (Mr. Baring) he said, the commissioners 
had begun at the wrong end, and gone in search 
of abuses, where no abuses could have existed. 
The honorable gentleman had said, the commis- 
sioners went first into the office of the Old Board 
of Trade; — a curious beginning — to search what 
abuses had been formerly practised in an office 
which no longer existed I — They had next gone 
into the Secretary of State's offices; the offices of 
all others least likely to be pregnant with abuses. 
If any abuse was tnere, it was, that the deputy 
Secretary of State, whose duty was arduous and 
important, were by no means sufficiently paid. 
But it was in vain to say what the commissioners 
had done, since the honorable gentleman confessed 
himself unfit to be a commissioner; for, he had 
expressly told the house, it had cost him more 
trouble to write a single line of a report, than it 
would take him to pen an entire report of the 
comnqissioners of accounts. The right honorable 
gentleman's bill (Mr. Sheridan said) he had never 
considered as; an exclusion of all future inquiry ; 
,and yet, from the right honorable gentleman's 
argument of that day, he seemed so to regard it; 

GC 2 
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for, notwithstanditig that the facts stated in the 
0{)ening of the present sabject, by his honorable 
friendj had all of them been substantiated and es- 
tablished by evidence; yet, the right honorable 
gentleman was for leaving them for the correction 
of the commissioners, when they should have 
leisure to attend tot hem. It appeared, indeed, 
the right honorable gentleman had surrendered 
his understanding when he brought in the bill; 
and was determined to hear only with Mr. Baring's 
ears, and to see with the eyes of Sir John Dick ^ 
and,' therefore, he conld not pay the least attention 
to Ihe representations of the noble Earl of Tan- 
kerville. But as he did not accuse the commis- 
sioners of celerity— for they had hitherto moved 
as slowly as the old mails-^^he wished they would 
step to the Post-office, where probably they might 
be benefitted by Mr. Palmer's aecelersrting plan. 
Mr. Sheridan read a clause from the bill, to shew 
that the transactions relative to the ddOl. and the 
2001. dii Well as the affair of the a^ncy to the 
Helvoetflays packets, came directly within the 
meaning of the clause; declaring, any person 
or persons guilty of ibiich practices, should be 
incapable of serving His Majesty in any oivil 
capacity in Aiture. The right honorable gentle- 
man (Mr. Pitt) appeared to plutne hinaself up^n 
his pcAitical connections with a noble Lord (H^W<» 
kesbury) and sacrificing to these, he bad distttiscNMl 
from offioe the lioble Earl of Tankervitle> ^nd 
retained the noble Lord (Carteret,) although l^y 
Ihe ofilce^fee bill, if it had passed into a law, tlie 
latter, on the pbesent charge beiftg proved, muiSt 
Jiave been drsqiialified from holding any office 
«nder governm^fnt. But this was done to reward 
Mr. J^nkinson^s public services,*--secret sidrvi^cei, 
wid services in ithat hbtffie. Indeled) his many emU 
neiit serviceil totM not b« forgotten by the r^fht 
honorable genlkman, its on a v^ty itscetit oti;asroli, 
fab overttRTied his ow&ffiLVOtiUi a^eKMTe^ by de^toy^ 
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log the Irisfa propositioas. Tbis wm one of the 
secret servieesf for which he had so meritoriously 
received a reoompence. 

Lord Mmttand, who undertook the defence of the Pod-ofj/lce, had 
emfy m ihe debate moved the premaue question; whUh Mng ear-' 
ried, hie lordship made a motion, ** that the farther cfrnvderaOom 
ofthereport he adioumed to that day three mantJu. TkismuWce* 
wieeca^d. 

KEFORM OF THE ROYAL BOROUGHS IN 
SCOTI^AND. 

Mr. Sheridan now begged leave to <QaU the 
attention of the house to the motion^ which he had 
several days before promised^ concerning the inter<- 
nal reform of the royal boroughs of Scotland. He 
would not, at this late period of tiie session^ enter 
deeply into the subject ; as the gentlemen entrusted 
with the direction of the new system for the better 
government of the boroughs^ bad nO idea of its 
being fully canvassed previously to the next session 
of parliament. All that he, therefore, meant to 
propose was, for leave to present to the house the 
various petitions in favour of the measure; That 
lyhich he held in his hand, was from the inhabitants 
of the city of Glasgow; containing nearly 1,500 sig- 
natures of men, in every view, of the highest re- 
spectability and independence. He, however, was 
sorry to observe, that he had been informed, from 
authority, that the prayer of the petitioners could 
not, according to the regulations of the house, be con- 
sidered, this session of parliament; the time of receiv- 
ing private petitions having expired, and this being 
supposed to come under that description. Although 
he very much respected the source of intelligence 
from whence this opinion was derived ; yet, he was 
free to say, that a petition, containing the signa*- 
tures of such a numerous class of men, certainly 
could not, strictly speaking, be considered as a pri* 
vate petition ; but was, in every sense of the word^ 
a piAlic petition ; and, consequently demanded the 
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iKttention of parliament. He read an extract from 
ity which stated the great hardships which the peti- 
tioners, and the people of Scotland, suffered, from 
the present corrupt government of the royal bo- 
rougns ; particularly so far as related to tne ma- 
nagement of the revenue ; — that acts of enormity 
and peculation existed; — and that the petitioners 
prayed that the house would take the subject into 
consideration, and enact such a salutary reform, as 
to them, in their wisdom, should seem necessary. 
Mr. Sheridan concluded, by moving for leave to 
present the petition. 

The Speaker, considering it in the light of a private petition, gave 
his opinion against the motion. Mr. Fox supported it ; and said he 
comidered the petition of as public and universal a nature, as any 
which had ever been presented. Mr. Dundas moved, *' that the 
house should now adjourn." Mr. Anstruther was surprised, that 
the matter had not sooner hem brought forward; he being informed 
that many of the gentlemen had been several months in town. 

Mn Sheridan defended the conduct of the gen- 
tlemen who officiated as delegates from Scotland. 
He declared, that their attention to the trust re- 

Eosed in them by their countrymen, deserved the 
ighest panegyric ; as he never saw any description 
of men more sincerely, or more warmly, bent upon 
the particular object of their pursuit. Previous to 
their residence in London, they had shown the most 
active attachment to the laudable plan which had 
been brought forward ; and, although they had been 
several weeks in town, their time was strictly occu- 
pied in the duties incumbent upon them. They 
nad visited, and solicited, all the representatives 
from their own country ; who had, to a man, re- 
jected their proffers; refusing to countenance a 
reform, which militated so essentially against the 
interest of their constituents. The gentlemen al- 
luded to were not, however, discouraged; but pro- 
ceeded with that manly perseverance and fortitude, 
which should always command success. If the 
question of adjournment was now carried, he pro- 
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mised that the business should be resamed, as early 
as possible^ next session of parliament. 

Mr, Dunda9*s question of adjournment was carried* 



Decembbb 11. 
PROCBEDtNGS AGAINST MR. HASTINGS. 

*0n the WthofApril, Mr.Francis opened the charge relative to the 
revenues of Bengal, He took this occadon of vindicating his cha- 
racter against certmn malicious insinuations^ which had Seen indus^ 
tricusly circulated both within and without the house; and to the 
effects of which he attributed the ruction of his name, in the ap^ 
pointment of the committee, Mr. Frands was answered by Mtgor 
Scott. After other members had spoken, the question was put, and 
the committee divided — ayes 71; noes 65. On the fSbth tf April, 
Mr. Burke brought up from the secret committee the articles of im- 
peachment ; which being read a first time, were ordered to be printed, 
and to be taken into conMeration on the 9th of May* Upon the latter 
day, after much discussion, the house divided or. the question, whe- 
ther the report ** should be now read a second time?" which was 
carried in the affirmative, by 175 to 89. After which, the first 
article of impeachment was read, and agreed to without a division ; 
end the rest deferred till the morrow, wkm they were read, amended, 
and agreed to. Mr. Burke then rose, and movtd, '* That Warren 
Hastings, esq. be impeached of high crimes and misdemeanors upon 
the sauL articles** The qfiestion was put, and carried. Mr. Fre- 
derick Montagu next rose, and moved, *' That Mr. Burke, in the 
name of the house of commons, and of all the commons of Great 
Britain, do go to the bar of the house of lords, and impeach War*- 
ren Hastings, esquire, late governor-general of Bengal, of high 
crimes and misdemeanors: and do acquaint the lords, that the com- 
mons will, with all convenient speed, exhibit articles against him, and 
snake good the same/* The motion being agreed to, the majority of 
the house immediately attended Mr. Burke to the bar (f the house of 
peers; where Mr. Burke solemnly impeached Mr. Hastings in the 
form above-recited. On the Uth, Mr. Burke reported to the house, 
that he had been at the bar of the house of lords, and had impeached 
Mr. Hastings, in obedience to their commands. ' He then moved, that 
the message from the lords, appointing a day for the trial of Mr. 
Hastings, be read: which was done accordingly. He next moved, 
** that managers be appointed to make good the articles of impeach^ 
ment against Warren Hastings, esquire ; and that the committee, to 
whom it was referred to consider the defence of Warren Hastings, be 
the said managers. 

* Abstract of proeeedings continued fron^ that under the head 
of April 3. 
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^ TkatMmn. WaOia mdThmHwdhe tkaoScUm Jar ike iwt* 
' peackment. 

*' That this hmue will attend the trial of Warren Hoitinge, oi a 
committee of the whole houee." 

Which motione, upon being aeverallv put, were unanimou^ agreed 
to, Mr. Fox afterwards moved, *' that the name of Mr. Iraneis be 
added to the committee.*' Mr. Pitt opposed it. 

Mn Sheridan remarked, that he had fre- 
quently had occasion to admire the admirable ta* 
lents of the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
who spoke last* His address and management 
were the constant objects of his envy. His forward 
and enterprising qnalities, which be had so ^mi* 
nentiy displayed at one time, could not be ^equalled 
by his prudence and discretion at another. His 
prudence, however, had never been more conspicu- 
ously proved than on that evenings for his prudence 
had wisely prevented him from undertaking the 
task of answering two of the m6st eloquent speeches 
be had ever heard. But the right honorable gen- 
tleman, though he found it indiscreet to attempt to 
answer the honorable mover and seconder of the 
motion, had been so good as to entertain them with 
a new discovery. He had discovered that this was 
not a question of argument, but of feeling. A new 
system of proceeding and discussion, seemed to 
have taken place in that house; and every topic 
that occurred, was to be resolved into two general 
heads. If^any inquiry was to be urged on any 
ground of unexplained expense, or of alarming 
and offensive projects, it was instantly to be sup- 
ported by confidence in the minister. If ^ any 
question was agitated, in which the minister 
was not personally interested, then it was to be 
resisted on the ground of feeling^and thus to 
harmonize the house of cotnmoHs, and to put 
an erfA to all argument and cont^tion; their 
whole proceedings were to be divided between, 
and conducted by, cojifidence and feeling. It was 
not, however, difficult to draw within a narrow 
compass, the true state of this question. When 
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Mr. Francis first arrived from India, there might 
be some difficulty as to the part he was to take ; 
whether it should be the manly and open part 
oi an accuser, coming forward with his own person, 
and standing responsible for the accusations he 
made ; or whether he should shrink from the duty 
which he owed his country, and conceal the impor- 
tanit truths of which he had the fullest knowled^. 
The course to take, in this case, was easy to oe 
settled in the mind of a manly character; and 
there was nothing in the whole tenor of the relative 
situation in which he and Mr. Hastings stood in 
India, that ought to have prevented him from thus 
coming forward. What was it but a continued 
state (^ opposition on the part of inflexible inte^ity 
to corruption — of conscientious discharge of duty, 
to an interested violation of orders? — and what 
was it to the purpose that this opposition produced 
a personal contest ? That contest was the slightest 
mark of the opposition which had passed between 
them. At length, however, it was indirectly 
inferred that the honorable gentleman (Mr. Francis^ 
miffht with delicacy furnish assistance in the dark ; 
-—he miffht act under covert, and give them sly and 
secret aid; but if he stood fairly and handsomdiy 
forward, and avowed the information which he 
^ave, then a certain undescribed and equivocal 
feeling was to be outraged. 

Th^^imHion hemg put, the hcuae dhfided--Hiye$ 02; iioei 193* 



Decembbb 18. 
ORPNANCG ESTIMATES. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that he meant not to 
take up much of the time of the house ; but he had 
an intention of making several motions; which he 
hoped would not meet with any objection. The 
subjects of his motions were the ordnance estimates, 
which had been moved at jo late an hour of tbe 
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night on tbe preceding Monday, that it was impos* 
sible for him then to go into any sort of investiga* 
tion of them ; and having been moved in so extra- 
ordinary a manner, it was not to be wondered at, 
that he and other gentlemen had not come down the 
next day to examine the estimates; or, that the 
report of the committee had passed without a single 
OMervation. It might, he was aware, be said, that 
any reference to the ordnance estimates was, for the 
reasons he had stated, out of time; but, as he meant 
not to press his motions upon the house, if they 
should be at all obiected to ; and wished to have 
them agreed to — ^rather for the purpose of laying 
the g^und for inture discussion, than with any re« 
lation to present debate — he hoped it would be 
allowed, that it was right to make them prior to the 
recess. One great object of future discussion was^ 
a matter that nad been mentioned in the debate on 
Monday last, when the army and ordnance esti- 
mates had been voted ; and this was, the total of 
the estiniate of the expense of the system of fortifi* 
cation in the West Indies about to be adopted. It 
was undoubtedly material for that house to know 
what the estimate of the whole expense was, pre- 
vious to the system's having full parliamentary 
sanction ; because, the case mi^ht happen, that 
works to a very large extent might be raised ; and 
it might afterwards be said to that house, ^^ The 
three thousand men, that you voted last year^ was 
not the full augmentation necessary for the West 
Indies; — our works, already erected, require so 
many more to man them ; — and you must either vote 
the lull necessary complement, or you weaken the 
islands, and strengthen the enemy, by putting them 
in easy possession of works which we cannot defend 
and mamtain." In that view of the consequence, 
therefore, it was impossible to say to what extent^ 
or to what expense, the works might be, carried; 
or how it might affect the resources of the country^ 
both in regard to men and money. Mr. Sheridan 
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«aid, he held in his hand a paper, which he deemed 
a valuable document; it was a report of the Board 
of Ordnance, as to the intended plan of fortifica- 
tions to be erected, and other projects conceived 
necessary to be adopted ; dated 1783, and signed 
Richmond. In that paper, the noble duke had 
stated the suspicions that the conduct of the Board 
of Ordnance had long been liable to ; and with a 
view to put an end to them, had, in an open and 
manly way, avowed his designs with regard to fu- 
ture works and future plans, and submitted them to 
the consideration of parliament. That paper Mr. 
Sheridan thought highly deserving the notice of the 
honse; as it contained the noble duke's own account 
of his intentions, and was, therefore a proper sub- 
ject of reference, whenever an ordnance estimate 
was laid upon the table, during the time the noble 
Duke should continue to hold his office of Master 
£reneral of the Ordnance. In that report, the house 
would see, that his Grace suggested that system 
of fortification, both at home and abroad, which 
had, in the first instance, been agitated and dis- 
cussed in that house ; and so much to the honor 
of the Speaker, been decided against by the efiect 
of his vote. The present proposal, of fortifying 
the West Indies, was a part of the plan already ex- 
ploded and rejected in that house ; and not, as the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had declared^ 
anew idea, arising out of new circumstances. In 
order, therefore, to rouse the house to a due atten- 
tion of the importance of the consideration, Mn 
Sheridan said, he should move for an estimate of 
the whole expense^ of the intepded plan of fortify- 
ing the West India islands. 

Another matter, also, which he should make a 
motion npon, was a charge in the estimate of 
10,0001. for the purchase of some powder mills, 
at Waltham Abbey; a project, in every point of 
view, absurd and impolitic, as it tended to annihi- 
late the manufacture of gunpowder in this country; 
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and to substitute in its stead an unfair monopoly^ 
vested in the Jbaads of government only. The 
mischiefs of mxA a scheme, were obvious and as- 
certainable, from the experience of the royal pow- 
der mills at Feversham ; where the expense of the 
establishment had been so great, that every pound 
of powder cost government four times as much as 
they could purchase it for from other manitfac- 
tiirers. 

A fartiier subject of motion, was, a proposition 
that had already challenged and excited the atten<* 
tion of that house :— the raising a corps of artificers, 
consisting of six Jumdred men, and dividing them 
into six companies. A nmre unprincipled plan he 
had never seen suggested ; and, when he used the 
term miprincipiedj he said he did not mean to apply 
it in the had sense of the wiovd, but ja marking a 
f^an^ not found in any sound ^r rational principle; 
tor sach he took the plan in question to be. Iia 
order to prove this assertion^ Mr. Sheridan read a 
sentence from the Duke of Richmond's report of 
1783 ; in which his grace had stated that, from suf«- 
fericig some of the artificers at Woolwich, Sheer- 
iiess, &C. to be .put into compaiiies, the artillery 
would never wairt artificers; and a saving of 
i&fiVH. would be made to government. Before, 
tiierefore, any new {dan of raising a new corps of 
artificers was adopted, Mr. SHeridan declared, it 
was necessary to know what the saving made, in 
omseqitence of the noble duke's plan iof 1783, 
amouttted'to; because, if no such saving,, as was 
slated in the report in his hand, had been made, 
the pnesent proposition of raising a corps of arti- 
ficers— -instead of being economical — would, in 
£atot be an additional expense .upon the public. 
)ICr. Sheridan next descanted on the idle use of the 
word moonomy, and contended, that under that 
cover and pretence, the noble dcike had consider^ 
ably increased the patronage and influence of 
the Board of Ocdnancej li^th of which, when 



1787.] 397 

first chosen Master General, he professed it to be 
his main object to curtail and diminish. He ridi« 
culed the idea of putting artificers under martial 
law, and subjecting them to military discipline; 
declaring it was absurd in the extreme to suppose 
that men capable of earning half-a-crown, or three 
shillings a day, would enlist as soldiers, and work 
in their respective occupations for a third of the 
money, or less ; for, who could expect that car- 
penters should give up their freedom, and their 
better wages, for the mere douceur of militstry 
discipline ? The result, if the wild project were 
adopted, would only be, that we should have 
soldiers without discipline, and workmen without 
skill - 

Mr. Sheridan tiext called the attention of the 
house to the charge for the works at Cumberland 
Fort ; and declared he almost repented the vote he 
had given against the noble Duke's general system 
of fortification of the dock , yards, debated and 
discussed three or four years ago; because from 
what he had since seen, he had every reason to 
think the noble Duke believed, in his conscience, 
the system ought to be adopted ; and he (Mr. She- 
ridan) in his conscience believed, it would ulti- 
mately be adopted; and he declared, he had much 
rather the house should openly and knowingly adopt 
a bad precedent^ than have a bad precedent foisted 
upon them indirectly, and against their consent. 
Mr. Sheridan observed, upon the various subjects 
he had mentioned, frequently adverting to the 
Duke of Richmond's Report of 1783; and having 
read the motion he meant to make on each, he 
concluded with moving £or 

" An estimate of the expense of completing the 
fortifications intended in the West Indies ; distin- 

Suishing the sums proposed to be allotted for the 
efence of each island, with an account of the 
number of troops necessary to garrison the whole. 
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Mr. Chaneettar PUi aruwered, that the homrabk gentleman had 
w^ortunatefy moved, in the fird instance, what he must necessarily 
o^ect to ; whereas, to most of the other motions that he haa 
opened, he did not see the smallest ground of objection. With re- 
gard to the estimates of the whole amount of the fortifications in- 
tended for the West India Islands, he had stated to the house, in a 
late debate, that an estimate of the total expense could not, from the 
nature of things, be made up at present ; but that from what he knew 
of the subject, he cor^ectured that it would amount to a sum as large 
as 180,000/. and not exceeding 200»000/. He could give no ot&r 
answer then, and as he knew that a complete estimate could not be 
made out, he must necessarily resist a motion which could not pos- 
sibly be complied with. 

Mr. Sheridan, with the consent of the house, 
withdrew the motion. He then severally moved for 

** An account of the application of the money 
votqd for the ordnance the last%ur years." 

^* An account of the savings by employing part 
of the Royal Regiment of Artillery as artificers.*' 

^* A copy of the King's warrant for raising the 
corps of artificers." 

" A copy of the agreement for Waltham Abbey 
powder muls." 

** An account of the establishment of the royal 
powder mills at Feversham." 

** An account of the different articles supplied 
for Ordnance." 

<^ An account of the Civil Establishment." 

^* An estimate of Cumberland Fort«" And^ 

^' An account of the convicts employed." 

Jlhese motions were all carried. 
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